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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointgd to inquire into the 
present State of the Affairs of the East-Inoia Company, 
and into tlie Trade between Great Sritairiy the Easi-Indiesy 
and China ; and to report their Observations thereupon to 
- the House ; and who were empowered to* report the Minutes 
OF THE Evidence Itiken before tliem from time to time, to 

the House; — 

% 

HAVE made a Progress in the Matters to them referred, 
and had examined several Witnesses ; and directed the 
Minutes of the Evidence toi>e reportedPto the Hous^ 
up to the 4th day of this instant, March, inclusive. 


A th March 1830. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


15 Feb. 1830. 

jr, C. Mi hill, 
Esq. 


LwuBj 15° die Februarii 1830. 


Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq., Accountant General of the 
East-India Company, and JAMES COSMO JMELVILL. 
Esq., Auditor of the East-lndia Company ; called in and 
examined. 

1. (To Mr. Melvill .') — You fill the office of Auditor to the 

East-India Company ? — I do. * 

2. Are you* Auditor of the«accounts of the revenue, comifler- 
cial and political, or of a*by other department?— Of the whole 
of the political: accounts of India. 

3. What do you consider as the political accounts?-— The 
wholb of the revenuescand charges applicable to the territorial 
government of India. * 

4. Do you include in that t^p revenue of the old settled dis- 
tricts of ihe ceded and of the conquered or tributary states ? — 

• The whole. 

5. * Are those accounts sent home annually to England ?— 

*They are. * 4 

6. To what period havd the last complete set been received ? 
Up to the 30th of April 1828; tlie account of 1827-J828. 

7. Have you seen the printed papers submitted to this Com- 
mittee, signed William Leach, dated the 4t]i of January 1830? 
— I saw them, for* the first time, late on Saturday afternoon! 

, 8. Do you know whether that account is made up ^to April 

1827, for the year 1826-7^ — It professes to be. 

9. The Comnrfjctee are to undtAtand ditat you have a whole 
^year’s accounts at Ihe India-House, received (^fter those ac- 
counts were made up? — Undoubtedly; which, I believe, the 
Committee will find contained in a paper communicated frcfUi 
the India-House, included imthis collection »pageI26. 

* 10. Are the Committee to understand rfiat the Recounts in 
Table, No. 1 (A)are^a regular abstract oft the revenues and- 
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charges under tlie Bengal presidency ?-^I have not yet had an 15 Feb. 
opportunity if examining them. ^ 

11/ Will you state whether detailed accounts of the items from 
whjeh tliose accounts are made up are also forwarded? — ^ 
Undoubtedly, * * 

•12. For instance, have you the details of the oxpensel of the 
Mint ? — We have. ^ 

13. Does the return show the coinage, the expenses of the 
establishment, and other matters connected with the depart-* 
ment?— It does. 

14!. You have stated that you have charge of the political ; 

\v^ill you have the goodness to state what other departments of 
accounts come homw from India, and who has charge of them ? 

—1 am not aware that any other accounts come l»ome, except 
the comhiircial accounts, which come into the Company's home 
accounts, and of which Mr. Lloyd, the Accountant-general, has 
charge. 

15. Are the Committee to understand lliat, with the details 
of the political accounts, and the details of the commercial ac- 
counts, they shall have the whole accounte the India Company 
possess ? — If by political is meant the expenses of the political 
' government, including* the civil and military charges. 

10. Will you state to the Committee und^r how many 
diflerent heads the revenues of Ben*gal are arranged ?— The 
General department, which comprehends the Mint, Post-office, 
and Stamps ; the Judicial department, which merely compre- 
r hends a few fees and fines ; the Land-v Revenue department, ^ 
which comprehends the land revenue ; the Customs, whicii 
comprehends land and sea customs ; the Balt, which compre- 
hends the gross recepts from the sales of salt ; the Opmrd, 
which comprehends the gross receipts from the sale of opumi. . 

There is a new head of account, of the territories ceded daring 
the present charter on the Nerbuddah ; there is, finally, the* 
head of Marine receipts, which eftmprehends river dues. 

17. In what departments are the revenues of Benares in- 
cluded ? — They are included under the several heads I have 
mei^tioned to the Committee. The head of Revenue shows 
how^ much was* received from BefUares, how ipuch from the old 
province, how much from the new ; and so of the Customs, 

« 18. Al*e the Committee to understand that in the accounts^ 
you keep at the India-House, the profits, if any, of the Benares 
mint, the receipt, ifjiany, of stamps in that ^trict, would ap- 
pear as part of ^ the general receipt of the Mint and Stamps?, 

— Undoubtedly, stated separately under that general head. 

^19. Do you understand what fills up the column here under 
the head of If enaros., where’, for id^tan<%, for the year 
the revenue of Betfares is stated at £570,486, and fbr the yeiir 
. 1^26-7, it' is stated at £784,784 > are thc\ Committee to under- 
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*15 Feb* 1830. stand that that is the aggregate of the revenue of JSenares, and 
7. cl^clvill portion of it is included in the preceding existing 

' colpnins.^— I should apprehend so; but not having hdd an 
opportunity of examining the account, I cannot answer pre^ 
cisely. ® 

20 'f he Committee are to understand that there are portions 
■ of those columns placed precisely under the same classification 
untler which you have iust stated the other revenues to be ? — 
Yes* 

21. At the India-House, Benares is kept separate and dis- 
tinct?— We have the materials for keeping it distinct ; they are 
sent home distinct. 

22. There is another column, “ Ceded Provinces in Oude;'* 
does that column^contain the aggregate of the whole receipts of 
revenue under every head ? — I apprehend the answ^A I have 
given as to Benares is applicable to that. 

23. And the same with respect to the Conquered provinces ? 

—Yes. ^ • 

24. Can you furnish to the Committeedetails respecting 

those five departmcftts, Benares, Ceded Provinces of Oude, 
Conquered Provinces, Ceded Territory on the Nerbuddali, 
Ceded Provinces in Burmah, under their respective heads, in 
the same marftier as the Committee have the revenue for nhe 
old provinces of Bengal ?— Undoubtedly. # 

25. In the accounts of the salt revenue, have you the ahnual 

expense of the establishment, the gross and net produce, and 
prices of sale P-^Certakaly.. ^ ' 

26. With respect to opium, the same details can be furnished ? 
-Yes. 

27. Under what head are the sayer or inland duties included ? 

' — They -come under the head of the land revenue,- a separate 

branch of the land reveliue, the sayer or transit duties, and the 
abkarrie or excise duties on spirits. 

28. Does the column marked “ Total Revenues” contain the 
entire gross amount of all those revenues which you have now 
stated?— I presume it does, if five figures are correct. ^ 

29. Is it the practice in India, in paying money out of, the 

revenue, to credit only the actual ^amount received, or do you 
bring the receipts for all such payments made into ttie gross 
amount ? — The gross amount is credited without any deduction 
whatever, the deductions being (Carried to the opposite side of 
the account. e 

30. Will you state how many departments of audi« there are 
in Calcutta, for examining those accounts before they afre 
settled and sent to En^and ?^They are qp^ited %y*the several 
Boards and separate functionaries. 

31. How many Bojt'ds are^hcre, and whit are their dutiei^ * 
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—There are tjiree Boards ; one of Revenue, consisting of three 15 Feb. 1830. 

or four members, civil servants; there is a Board of Salt . 

and* Opitim, consisting of three members, civil servants ; and 

thertr is a Marine Board, consisting of three civil servants and • ' ^ ' 

tlie Master- Attendant in Calcutta : each^of these Boards has 

an accountant. I 

32. Are those Boards entirely separate from each other, so 
that no members of one ase members of another ? — The Marine 
Board is united in a great measure with the Board of Salt and 
Opium, only that the Master- Attendant is a member of the 
Board for marine purposes. 

33. You mean to say that the Salt and Opium Board, joined 
by the Master-Attendant, sits as the Marine Board? — Yes. 

The civil charges are not audited by either of those J3oards, but 
by an offieef expressly for that purpose, who is denominated the 
Civil Auditor, and who audits also the accounts of the Mint and 
of the Post-office. The military charges are audited by a se- 
parate auditor,, under the denomination of the Military Auditor- 
General, who is a member of the Military Board. 

34. Will you state the constitution of th^ Military Board ? — 

It is not in my department. 

' 35. Will you state what period elapses after the close of the 
year •before the land revenue is audited and settled ) — About 
ten months. The accounts are closed to the 30th of April in 
etuch year, and they should be despatched about the January or 
Februaiy following. That delay is created by the revenue ac- 
Qounts and military accounts not being intermediately auditod. 

^6. Will you state to what cause the delay thA takes place 
is to be assigned ?— The complexity of the accounts, the vast 
sums they embrace, and the nec0ssity of referring to a great' 
distance. 

37. Will you state the time that elapsQS in the final audit of 

the other Boards after the closing of the year? — About the 
same time. , 

38. Docs the auditing at home in your office include any judg- 

ment upon the charges, or is it merely passing the accounts as 
they are passed jn India?— It is merely a revision of the ac- 
counts ; the auditing gof the accounts, properly so called, takes 
place in India. ^ , 

39. Your office in England is merely recording the transactions 
of the audit offices in India ? - Clearly So ; so respects the 
audit branch of business, THfe* duty consists ih revising the 
whole of the Incljan books, and seeing that sdl the orders of the 
home authoPities with respect to the mode of keeping those ac- 
couftts have been strictly observed. 

40. ' Do yon ionc^% that the sysfem of audit of the accounts 
in India, anc^ afterwarfis by re-examination at honie, is as good 
a- system as can be -elkablished, or that it might be improved ? — 
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15 F^b; 1830; If I may be permitted to form a judgmenti I s}iould say that 
the system that now prevails in India is a good dne ; that the 
accounts are quickly audited, considering the vast sumd and the 
•*. . description of the expenditure they embrace. 

41. You have stated that the office with which you are con* 
nectecj audits merely the political accounts ? — Meaning by that 
the whole of the territorial revenues and charges ; what would 
be called the Government accounts. « 

• 42. In what office are the commercial accounts audited ? — 
By Mr. Lloyd, the Accountant-General, who is here. 

* 43, Do you mean the accounts in India connected with India, 
as well as the accounts athome?-— I apprehend that the audit pf 
commercial accounts takes place in India ;• and that what takes 
place in thia country by Mr. Lloyd is very similar to that which 
takes place in my office in regard to the political acdbiints. 

44. So that the commercial accounts in India are not included 
in your department ? — They are hot. 

45. They are maile up in India, and not in Lorfdon ? — Not in 
London. 

46. Are the salt rfnd opium accounts included in your depart- 
ment ? — They are. , 


47. You consider them purely revenue accounts, and^ not 
commercial ?— Clearly revenue accounts 

48. Have the goodness to state how the salt comes iyto the 

possession of the £ast-India Company? — The Committee will 
be gleased to understand mine is merely a department of ac- 
. count. % • # 


49. In page 6 of the accounts before the Committee, it ap- . 
•pears that in the year 1820t7 the profits of the Government 
Bank are brought in under the head of Mint ; are the profits of 
the^ Bank generally brought in under the head of Mint, or is 

. that the only year in which they have been so introduced ? — 

I believe that is the only yekr in which there are any profits 
from the Government ifank at Madras, and it is only at Madras , 
. that there is purely a Government Bank ; those profits had ac- 
cumulated for a long course of years, without being brought to 
account, and there was an adjustment in that }%ar. I was not 
aware, until the lionourable Member pointed ii: out, that this 
, item was stated in the^ccounts signed “ William Leach,** under 
the head of Mint. ^ ^ * 

50. .Can youHnform the Commtttee i» what manner the salt 

and opium come into the possession of the Cojnpany*s authori- 
ties in India ?— I have not in my department th^ documents 
which would furnish the information. • • 

51. With regard to* the salt and opim^ can^dU inform the 
Committee whether, under the head of Revenue,, as that in- 
cluding the gross amount, vmi take the renSvment of advances 
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of the year previous which is put together with the charges 15 Feb 18»0. 
under the same head ? ~ It is a cash transaction ; and these ac- *• — “ . 
counts shfcw in one year what has been received in that j^ar and 
what.has been spent and advanced in that yjar. ' 

52, Under the head of Revenue you have separately that re- 
ceived as revenue for ihe sak and opiuni> also that receited ia 
repayment of advances made in the preceding year ?— -What is 
termed advances is monoj' issued to tlie manufacturer for the 
purchase of the article, and not intended to be repaid ; it is an 
advance to him on account of his contract. 

53. The Committee are not to understand, then, that if you 
deduct the smaller from the larger sum, that which remains is 
the exact profit of that year ? — No, not of that year. 

It majr be taken running from year to year, *as showing 
the net balance ?— Yes. 

• 65. What is comprehended under the head of Marine Reve- 

nue ?— There are river dues, moorings and^ilotage, and light- 
house dues also. 

56. Will you state in what manner the mijitary stores, which 
strictly belong to the political department, which are purchased 
in England and sent out,* are brought into the accounts ? — They 
are included among the territorial charges paid in England. 

57. ^ They do not enter into this account at all.-^Certainly 
not. • 

58. Does the revenue of the Mint include seignorage, or 
from what does that arise ?^There is a ^uty ugon coinage ; 

* I f^resume a seignorage. • 

^ 59. Are you aware whether any alteration has been made , 
since the report of the Cennmittee m 1810, in which the state- 
ment of the j\j[int regulations is contained? — I am not aware 'of 
any alteration ; the business connected with the Mint is in a 
separate department. ^ 

60. Can the Committee obtain an acoount of the items from 

• which this revenue arises ?— Undoubtedly. 

61. In the money coined at the Mint on account of the 

Company, is that charge for seignorage included ? — I am not 
able ta answer that ^lestion without referring to the detailed 
accounts. ^ • • 

‘ 62. Dom that remain as stated in the Report of *1810? - 1 

believe it does; but I must t^e the liberty oC. referring the 
Committee to the department* in which the business dr the 
Mint is transacted. 

63 . Can you state whether the sum credited in each year 
*as profit to the Mint is net profit, o»i whether there is a charge 
, to be set against it?«il,There is a large charge on the oppofite 
side of the atcount. ^ ^ ^ 

' ff4f. Is the East-India Company, in its commercial capacity, 
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15 Feb. 1830. charged with a seignorage for the money coin^ at the India 

mints?— I apprehend that the Company, in its commercial 

^ J. capacity, has no money coined at the India mints ; iif fts ferri- 

* torial capacity it h|s. 

65. Is there any seignorage charged in this account of 
receifits for money coined for the Company generally?—! am 
not aware ; but the honourable Committee may be furnished 
with the details of the account. 

66. Are you aware that any portion of the revenues of Bengal 
are received in kind?— No, I apprehend not. 

WILLIAM LEACH, Esq., Accountant to the Board of Com- 
missioners for the Affairs of India, callpd in, and examined. 

Wm. Leachf Witt you look at that paper that you have in your hand, 

lilsg. page 4, under the head of Benares, and state whetlisr you con- 
ceive the sums in that column of land revenue, stamps, and 
every other kind of income received in Benares, are included ? 
—This account haf been made up from the accpunts presented 
to Parliament every year, and I suppose it to include all those 
items. Mr. Melvpl, being present, can of course speak to the 
fact. 

jr. c. MeiviU, 68. (Mr. MehilL) Do you, in the 'accounts that you make 
up for Parliament, include Benares separately ? — Yes, ,I do ; 

* and that includes all the heads. ^ 

Wm.Leachy 69. (To Mr. Leach,) Have the goodness to state at what 
Esq, exchange you have converted all the rupees into pounds in the 
•. Table you have lai(y)efore the Committee ?— At the exchange 
used in the rarliamentafy accounts; 2s. the current rupee.* * 

70. Are all the accounts of Bengal kept in current rupees^ 

or siccas ? — They are kept ili siccas. The difference between 
the current and sicca is 16 per cent. ; the sicca rupee is 16 per 
o6nt. better than the current ; that is the rate at which the 
sterling value shewn in the accounts before Parliament is calcu- 
lated. . • 

71. In what rupee are the whole of those accounts of the* 
revenue kept at Calcutta ?— In sicca rupees. 

72. At what rate do you convert the sicca rupee inSo cur- 

rent ? — By taking the sicca at 16 per cent, better than the 
current rupee at 2s., which makes 2s. Bd. and -j^ths for the 
sicca rupee. • 

73. The ptmsess you adopt i^first to convert tlfe sicca into 
current rupees, and then the'current Rupees into pounds ster- 
ling, at the exchange of 25. the current rupee ? — Exactly so. 

74. Is the exchange you have taken the coftimercial ex- 
change ? — No ; it i£e exchange that has Ijj^een in use in the 

aifeounts before Parliament for a very 1%^ seri^s^f years. 

75. (To Mr. Mglvill.) Uow do you cojssidcr tWs rate of con- 
version to be, as compared with the intrinsic value of the sicca 

• • • * • 
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rupee ?— Do the Committee mean, that in computing the in- 
trinsic value, 1 am to refer to the standard price of silver at the 
English Mint ? 

76. Yes. — Taking the price of silver at t|je Mint standard in 

England, of 5s, 2d, per ounce, the intrinsic value of the sicca 
rupee is about 2^. 0^. ; and by die process adopted }fi this 
account, as explained by Mr. Leach, the sicca rupee is made 
to be worth nearly 2^. idm * 

77. Are you aware that the present rate of mercalhtile ex- 
change is only Is, lid. per sicca rupee ? — Yes, taking a bill of 
exchange in India upon London. 

* 78. Have the goodness to state the intrinsic value of the 
Madras and Bomlwy *rupee ? — The Madras accounts, as ren- 
dered to ^^rliament, are stated in India in rupee'b ; diose rupees 
are, in this country, converted into pagodas, at the rate of three 
• and a half rupees for one pagoda ; and then the pagoda is con- 
verted into sterling, at 8^. the pagoda ; and at that rate the 
Madras rupee* is made to be worth 2s. and parts. 

At the Mint price of silver in England the value of the Madras 
rupee would be only Is, lid. and xl^vlh parts. The Bombay 
accounts are stated in India in rupees ; and the rupees in 
England are converted at the rate of 2$, M, each ; the intrinsic 
valuais is. 11^. and parts. 

7d. How are the revenue and other accounts kept at Madras ? 
— In Madras rupees, since the year 1819, when the currency 
was changed to rupees from pagodas, in which latter coin the 

• tf(;pounts were previously kept. ^ ^ • 

80. Is the rupee, since 1819, of the value you have stated, 

*of 2s, Sd. and ^ is the value assumed only in . 

our English view of the accounts ; the real value is L. 1 Id, and 

Ti§i>th parts! • ’ 

• 

81. In what manner are the accounts kept at Bombay? — In 

rupees. * 

• 82. Those rupees are converted at what ? — At 2s, 3d, 

83. What is the intrinsic value? — The same as in the former 
case, tissuming the price of silver in England to be 5f. 2d. an 
ounces • • 

f 4i. How are they kept at Benares ? — They are kept in Fur- 
ruckabad ^rupees, and they are converted at the presidency 
into sicca rupees, at /our an^^a half per centf worse than the 
sicca, which is about the intrinsic difference.^ 

85. In what coin are the accounts of the ceded province of 
•Oude kept?— ‘In the Furruckabad rupees. I rather think that 
in the whole^lj^the Bengal territories tWfere are only two de- 

• rcriptions of coin uSw in the accounts, the Furruckabad and 
the sicca ru^es. 


9 

15 Feb. 1830. 

*J'. C. Melville 

^ . 
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15 Feb. 1830, 

J. C. Mdtitti 

, y®*?- 
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86. In what manner are the accounts of the conquered pro- 
vinces kept ? — In Furruckabad rupees. 

' 87. In what manner are the accounts of Prince of 'Wales’ 

Island kept ?— In sonaut rupees ; they were formerly kept in 
dollars. ^ 

88^ Are the Committee to understand that in using«the 
term intrinsic value, you are obliged to make use of the rule of 
tThe English Mint for the relation between gold and silver ? — 

I took the liberty of asking whether I was to adopt that standard 
in giving my anstvers, and 1 have done so. 

89. Is not that rule arbitrary ? — I apprehend it is. 

90. What would be the average difference in the computa- 
tion between the real and the supposed value? — About 12 pbr 
cent, as fai* as I'espects Bengal ; but if the Committee take the 
average of the differences applicable to all the presidencies, 
about 15 per cent. 

91. You have stated two sums as being included in the land 

revenue ; are there any other sums included unfier the head of 
land revenue, or is the Committee to understand that the whole 
of the remainder h really land revenue? — The land revenue 
merely comprehends two great heads of account, the land 
revenue, and the sayer and abkarrie ; tfie sayer is still preserved 
in the accounts. * 

92. Under the head of Charges under the Bengal governrrtciit, 

how many heads of accounts are there ? — There are thfe same 
heads of account as there are on the receipt side, and there 
ar5 some a(Uitional^ there are the military charges under a , 
separate head. * 

93. Does the head called pivil come under the general dc-*^ " 
partment ? - Yes, it does. 

J94. -In the charges are the articles of machiner 3 /«for the Mint 
that have been sent* put from England included? — Yes, un- 
doubtedly ; I apprehend tl^t they are not included under the 
column refl^rred to, but would come under the head of Terri- 
torial Stores. 

95. In the column of Charges, where £47,426 appear as ex- 

pended in the year 1826-7, does the machinery come ifi that 
account ? — Ko, ‘certainly not under that Column. • 

96. Will the frei^t and insurance, and all the expenses 
attending‘them, come ^nder the head of Buildings •and Forti- 
hcatipns ? — If»fhe Committee liefer to tjie expenses which have 
been incurred in .building the new Mint, undoubtedly under 
the bead of Buildings ; but if they refer to* the. expense of 
machinery, that will come under the Territorial Charges paid^ 
in England, which will include the freight and ^1 the expenses. 

h. Are the Committee to understan^Yhat, under the head * 
of Buildings and Fprtificatjpns, there is fto distinction drqwn 
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between military buildings and civil buildings ? — The accounts 15 Feb, 1830; 
distinguish the'miliiary from the civil buildings. 

9S. Onder this head of Mint, £47,000, what is included? — 

The whole expense of the establishment, salaries, and loss on . ' . 

refining and melting, and charges of that deJbription. 


9flP. All the European and native servants employed ii\ the 
Mint are there included ? — Yes. ' ^ 

100. There appears to b^ a great increase in the charges of 
the Mint during the latter years of this account as compared 
with the former ; can you give a reason for that increase ? — 
I apprehend there has been a great increase of business in the 
latter years in the Mint. 

*101. The next iteift is the Post-oflBce, where there is an 
increase of £50,000 ? — 1 would explain, with reference to that 
increase, that it principally arose from a transfer from the 
. charges of Political residents to the head of “ Post-ofiice,*' of 
the expense of what is called the Political dawks. 

102. Do yoif know whether the Compan^ is charged postage 
in its commercial department in this account?^! am not aware. 

1.03. The third column is Civil Charges ; Vill you have the 
goodness to explain them. They appear in 1809-10 to be 
£600,740, and in the year 1826-7 they appear to be 
£1,3^,824. Explain under what head the several sums in- 
cluded under this word civil ” come? — One of the principal 
items is the whole of the charge of the political residences and 
embassies to native courts. Another principal item is the whole 
#0f j;he expense of public offices and establishment at the pre- 
sidency, including the salaries of th^ Governor-General, and 
‘’^e Members of Council. Another principal head of expense 
is the Nizamut stipends, and othA- allowances, which we are 
bound by treaty to pay. There is another principal head, the 
Provincjal Battalions. • 

104. Is the police of Calcutta included ?-^ A 11 the provincial 
and Calcutta battalions are includea. • 

• 105. Are the irregular cavalry included in that ?— No. 

, 106. Are the expenses attending the journies of the Com- 

mand A-in-chief find the Governor-General included in this?— 
They ‘are included id another head of charges, the Durbar 
charges, ^^ich is also comfirehended in these civil charges, 
wKcli likeji^ise include subsidy to the king of Persia. , 

107. Does that include emba^ies sent from the other presi- 
dencies as well as from Calcutta ? — ^Yes, alj the politicaPresi- 
dencies are ^com^firised in the Bengal accounts, and all the 
^embassies. 

108. No part^fth^ charges- connected with the collection of 

• the revenue arenere*fiiSuded ?— The revenue charges are itot 
inchided in the civil charges. 
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15 Feb. 1830. 109. Under what head does the expense of the College 

come ?— That comes also under the civil charges. The contri- 
^ Esq. '* ^ public institutions are all included. 

110. In reference to the column of Land Revenue, can you 
give the information whether that is a revenue collected in 
mone^ or collected in kind ? — In money. There is no revenue 
paid in kind in Bengal. 

' 111. The stamps appear to have l>een in 1809-10, £9,555; 
and in the year 1826-7, £67,766. What kind of stamps, or 
what items, are comprehended under that ? — Salaries and esta- 
blishment, and paper and all incidental expenses. 

112. Does that include any thing for the machinery used in 
stamping ? — No, I apprehend not. 

1 IS. Are you aware that the charge upon the stamps amounts 
to full 30 per cent. ? — 1 recollect some alteration in the mode of 
keeping the stamp accounts ; and L believe that a portion of, 
that charge is an allowance in commutation of fees formerly 
levied on the instif Jtion of suits. There was an^account to that 
effect laid before Parliament some time ago, and that account 
may be continued.,, 1 belieye the charge of collection of stamp 
duties to be about 15 per cent. 

114. Would it be practicable to furnish an account of the 

expense of the per-centage of collecting all the revenue in 
detail ? — Clearly so. ^ ^ 

115. Can you account jfbr the very great increasO' of the 
revenue on stamps for the last three years of this account ? — 
There has been an extension of stamp duty to Calcutta. 

116. Can you account why in the year 1826-7 the receipt, 
was £219,607, and the estimated receipt for 1827-8 is £254,435, 
being a difference of about £30,000 ? — I suppose that to have 
been in consequence of the new system having been only in 
partial operation in the year 1826-7, and it being supposed it 
would come into complete operation in 1827-8. 

117. Under what head are the charges for collecting the 
land revenue ?-— Under the head of Revenue. 

1 18. Is that exclusively the diarge of land revenue, or does 

it include charges on any other revenue ? — It includes other 
sums that would not be properly considered the expenses of 
collecting the revenue; many stipends to rajahs and other 
persons. , ^ 

119. There^isonly one clasa of stipends included under 
civil f — Only the Nizamut, 

120. Can you give any reason to the CoYnmittee for the 
increase of charge upon the collection of the revenue, being 
from 1809f)0 to 18^-7, in the proportion pf nearly one-third, 
and the increase of revenue collected bq^g only about in the 
proportion of one-ninth ?-* A good deal ^ of the increase has 
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been caused by new territory, which has lately come into the 
Company’s possession ; undoubtedly the charge of collecting 
reveuue'on new territory is greater than on old territory ; but 
without examining the details 1 cannot state ^farther. 

121. You were understood to state, that under the head the 
Committee are now considering, the Benares and the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces were not included, that they had all their 
separate heads in another account ? — I understood the Com- 
mittee to refer only to charges of collecting on the old territory, 
respecting which it is impossible to explain the cause of the 
increase without looking into the particulars of the account. 

122. What items are contained within the column “ Supreme 
Ccfurt and Law,” £56,S17 in the year 1809-10, and £54,239 in 
the year 1826-7 ? — The charge of the King’s Courts*. 

123. Does it include all payments of every kind ; pensions, 
• if there are any, connected with the Supreme Court ? — Yes, 

it does ; excepting only such portions as are, paid in England. 

124. And there is no charge on account of the Supreme 
Court in any other department? — No, ther^ is not, with the 
befqre-mentioned exceptions. 

•125. Does it include* payments made in England?— No; 
they s^e brought into account at home, and charged in that 
shapq to India. • 

126. Xhe next is the head of Sudder and Zillah Courts ; does 
that include the expense within Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, or 
agy other district?— It includes only Bengal, Behar, and 
Tlrfesa, as far as I can judge from reference to th«i account at 

moment. 

127. It is observable in the accounts as they stand, that on 
the Revenue side and on the charge side the revenue and charge of 
the Ceded Provinces and Conquered Provinces are given in mss ; 
can accounts in detail be given of both those ? — Yes, cleany. 

128. Can you account at all for* the expense of the collec- 
,tion of the duties of customs having increased so prodigiously ; 
it appearing that in 1809-10 it was £10 per cent., whereas in 
1826-X it was £20 per cent. ? — I have no doubt it is susceptible 
of exj^anation. But I^have. not the materials ^at present be- 
fore me. 

. 129. Cait you furnish the CSmmittee with an account of the 

outstanding arrears and balances of the land revenue at the time 
of making up the account ? — Yes, certainly. 

130. Can you inform the Committee whether the Customs” 
include the charges of customs on goods imported on account of 
^he «East-India Company into Calcutta? — Yes, undoubtedly. 
The Compaqy,^«»in it^ commercial eharadler, pays the same 
• duties upon imports Wnd exports as are charged to individual 
merchants* • t , 
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15 Feb. 1B30. 131, Do their stores pay duty? — Not their political or mili- 

JTT; tary stores ; all Company’s merchandize pays a (futy. 

. Eiq. 132. Are all the charges upon the entrance of articles of 

consumption into ^Calcutta included under the head of this 
charge of Customs ? — Yes, they are. 

133. Are the Company’s salt and other things, when* im- 
ported into Calcutta, entered? —Yes. 

134. The next head is “ Revenue will you state what are 
the items that come under the charges of revenue? — The 
charges of collecting the revenue, including the salaries of the 
members of the Boards of Revenue ; the charges of the Collectors 
in the various districts; there are also charges denominated 
Pulbiindy charges ; there is the charge of Revenue surveys ; I 
am not aw^are at this moment of any other except pepsions. 

135. Are the expenses of those that are sent to assist the 
collectors included r — In the charges of the collectors are in- * 
eluded the cost their establishments, as wejl as their own 
allowances. 

136. With the l^ubrundy corps ? — No, they are not included 
in the revenue charges ; which, however, comprise pensions of a 
very considerable amount chargeable on the revenue, being 
stipends to natives, 

137. Are there any charges on account of education her^? — 

No ; the pensions are a very material item. , 

138. Is there any expense attending the abkarrie dr license 
system ?^There is g charge for collecting. 

^ c ' ' 

139. ^ Under the next column of “ Charges of Ceded Pro- 

vinces,” what is included ?— The charge for collecting the lancT' 
revenue, and other receipts, from the new territory on the 
Nerbuddah. ^ 

140. Under the head of Military Charges there is the amount 

of three millions and a half jn 1809, and five millions and a half 
in 1826 ; are those confined entirely to the pay of the military, 
or what is included? — All military expenses of every descrip-* 
tion ; all war charges ; the charge of stores bought in India, but 
not that of stores purchased in England. • • 

141. Do fortifications built come undef that head ?— No: 

• 142. Have you thd means of dtstinguishing the ordinary frpm 

the extrfitordinary military expenses, and of separating the ex- 
penses which have been incurred in th^^ wars which have taken 
place in the peripd of those accounts, from the ordinary ex- 
penses of the military establishment ? — In a coflsidecable degree ; 
but I should fear not altogether. ^ 

, 143, What comesi undar the head of “ MarmejCharges ?”— 

The whole of the Master Attendant’s^irtabliSiment, and the* 
whole of the Pilot’s establi^liment. • • 
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144. Are all buildings connected with the marine included 
here ? — The buildings are altogether a separate head. 

145. ’The only other item is ** Interest on Debts;*' does that 
include all debts payable with interest? — All interest that is 
payable on the Indian debt, whether that Aiterest be payable 
in Irylia or in England. 

146. What change has there been in the rate of interest paid 
in India? — In 1809 it was fight per cent.; in 1814, six per cent.'; 
and in 1828, it is five per cent. ; that is the average rate. 

147. By whose authority would it be that the increase of 
debt upon the territorial revenues accrued would be transferred ; 
for instance, supposing there was a defalcation on the general 
acpount to a considerajple amount, in any given year, would it 
be by the authority solely of the Company themselves that 
they would transfer that as a debt to the territorial revenue ? — 
The plan for the separation of the accounts has been framed in 

• obedience to a Parliamentary enactment, and has been approved 
by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, and has 
been laid beforfi Parliament. I refer to th^ last Charter Act. 
By that Act the Home expenses were divided, and instructions 
were given to the several Presidencies, who f Aimed the accounts 
on the same principle ; and those have been approved by the 
Commissioners under that Act. 

1481 In your opinion, does that separation, which is directed 
by Act of Parliament, give a fair means of really judging of 
the resillt of the Company's trading as merchants? — With one 
importan*! exception. The plan provides that the rates of ex- 
gch^nge which have been to-day mentioned, with Reference lo 
the territorial accounts, shall be observed in that separation ; 

' ^nd the effect of observing those rates is, that the Commerce 
pays very largely, and the Territory gains very largely. Per- 
haps I ought Jto explain to the Committee, that the operationds 
simply this : the Commerce disburses in England for the Terri- 
tory, in military pay and allowances to King's and Company's 
officers in England, in the purchase of , political stores, and in 
various territorial charges, amounting, on an avera^, to about 
three millions sterling annually. The Act of Parliament pro- 
vides that the Territory shall issue in India, for the purposes of 
commerce, an equivalent to the sums so issqed in England ; 
and the plan of separation directs that the Commerce shall be 
reQ^d its issues made in Englstnd, at the rktes v^hich have been 
mentioned^ * } 

149. Has any estimate been«^ made of the extent of tl\e in- 
jury that the Coinpany suffer in their commeroial capacity under 
that arrangement? — I believe it has ; Mr. Lloyd has, I believe, 
prepared such an estimate, 

150. {To Mr:^Lloy<i.\ — Can' you fdmiBh^the Committee with 

* an estimate which yo\i' consider to be correct, of what the Com- 
pany suffer in their commercial capacity un^er that regulation 
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with respect to the exchange ? — Yes> I can, up to the year 
1829, s 

151. Do you consider that, with the exception of that cir- 
cumstance which you have mentioned, the separation between 
the political and coimmercial character of the Company is fairly 
stated in the accounts ? — With that exception, I am certjiinly 
of that opinion. 

152. And that if they were different interests, one acting as 
sovereigns, and the other acting as merchants, the accounts 
would show clearly what has been the result in the one capacity 
and the other ? — ^Exactly so. 

153. Would you be able to produce an account upon any par- 
ticular investment from India to England, and also from India 
to China, stating the amount at which that investment was laid 
in, and the actual receipts obtained upon that ini^e^tment ? — 
Yes, I have no doubt I could. 

154. Is there any capital belonging to the Company in their 
capacity as a comuftercial company, with which tliey trade? — I 
apprehend that their commercial assets constitute their com- 
mercial capital. 

155. There is no disposable capital in the shape of money for 
the purchase of those investments ? — We have disposable money, 
cash being one of the assets. 

156. Is it not the usual custom to draw on the territorial pos- 
sessions of India for such investments ? — Certainly notr 

157. Do any charges of any kind connected with commerce 

for providing the investment appear at all ? — Not in the territo- 
rial ; they ate statea in the commercial account. * * 

158. Are the Committee to understand, that on no occasidh 
the investments of the Cofiipany, as a commercial company, 
have been made through the medium of the territorial revenues 
in India?—- Since th^ year 1814, when the accounts were di- 
rected by the Act passed in 1813 to be kept under the heads of 
Territorial and Comm^rciaT, there has been a running account 
between the Territory and Commerce ; the commerce has« 
paid for every thing they have received from India, and there is 
now a balance of upwards of 5,000,000 sterling due frqm the 
Territory to the^ Commerce. 

159. Can you give^the Committee an account of the trade of 
the Company to India, and the trade of the CompanV to China; 
the trade of the Company between India and China distinct, 
with«the result of each descriptibn of ttade ?— We can. 

160. Up to what period can that be furnished ? — As far as re- 

gards the home accounts, up to May 1829 : the foreign accopnts, 
as far as the books Imve been received ; I thinjf we have not re-* 
coived the books of 1827-8. • ^ • 

161. If Commerce now stands creditor to Territory 5,000,000 
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and upwards, will not the manner in which the repayment of 
those advanced have been valued, as stated before, nearly double 
the amount? — I have no doubt it will exceed the proportion that 
the Committee have stated. I think, from some papers I have 
been preparing, the additional claim upon tltfe Territory, if 1 use 
the mercantile rate of exchange in England for bills upon India, 
would be 7,000,000 sterling in addition to the 5,000,000.* 

162. When you tdk pf commerce do you include {he ChiiTa 
trade ? — The China trade* is part of our commercial concern, 
certainly. 

163. (Zb Mr. Afe/wW.)— Can you inform the Committee 
the reason of the extraordinary increase in the department of 
tl\fe Marine ; in 1809-10 it was £75,147, and in 1827-8 the esti- 
mate was to the amount of £239,273? — Much of the increase 
is attributable to the estimate having included charges connected 
with the Burmese war; and there was also brought into the 

• estimate the cost of a steam-vessel. 

164. Still thf increase was much more tl^n doubled in the 
year previous to the Burmese war ?— Yes ; but I think that 
many of the accounts of that expenditure w^re unadjusted. 

1^. ( To Mr. Lloyd^) - Can you state as to the creditors of this 
large debt of the East-Iildia Company, what proportion is held 
in Euj*ope and what in India?— I can furnish tlie Committee 
with*a statement of a former Accountant-general in Bengal, in 
which lie stated the proportion held by natives and the propor- 
tion held by European residents in India. 

, 166. Are there accounts at the India-H^use which will slipw 
•nn’estimate of the reductions which ^it is underfed are now 
ffoing on in India ?— (5^r. Afefoi//*)— Certain statements have 
Deen received from India, showing^the progress of those reduc- 
tions ; and the Court of Directors have ordered very extensive 
reductions, M^iich are now in progress ; the nature of tlioSe nuiy 
be stated. 


• Jpvisy 18® die Febfuarii^ 1830. 

CHARLES MARJORIBANKS, Esq. called in and examined. 

167. You are a servant of the East-India Company in their 

China Fact!bry? — I am. * 

168. How many yeaA have ybu been in the Company s ser- 
vice ?— I have bean seventeen years in the service of ihe East- 
India Comp^by; the greater part of that time resident in China. 
* 169. In that situation you. had an opj?ortuiiity of roaWng 
yourself masfeAof tlrf.inode in which the trade between Chwa 
and England k condufjted ? — I have had opportunities ot acquiring 
infoi'mation upon this subject. 
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170. Is the foreign trade of China confined to one port alone ? 
—It is so at present. The Spaniards still enjoy the right of trade 
to the port of Amoy, in the province of Fokien ; but-I’befieve 
it to be merely a ^ominal privilege, inasmuch as they seldom 
avail themselves of it. The foreign trade was in former years 
open to other parts of the empire, to Chusan, Limpo, and the 
island of Formosa, from which ports foreigners were gradually 
excluded»by the enactments and oppressiotis of the Chinese 
government ; but foreign trade is now entirely confined to the 
port of Canton. 

171. Is that trade carried on by many persons, or under what 

peculiar circumstances is the trade with China carried on ?— The 
legal trade with China, as far as the Chinese is concerned, *.is 
carried on J>y ^ body of men called. Hong merchants, at present 
seven in number. • # 

172. Those Hong merchants, therefore, may be considered as 
enjoying a monopoly of the China trade ? — They enjoy the mo- 
nopoly of the legal^ trade as it is at present carijed on, and arc 
the only persons permitted by the Chinese laws and government 
to conduct trade with foreigners. 

173. Do you consider that the present system of carrying on 
the trade is advantageous to China?— I conceive very gredt 
advantages result to China generally from foreign trade.* The 
Chinese government h^ invariably, from the first periods of our 
intercourse with them dowm to the present period, processed to 
hold it in contempt , but I believe they are well aware lliat very 
great advantages result to the empire generally from the foreign 
trade. 1 dd^'not believe fliat any large sum is paid into the Im-* 
perial Exchequer at Pekin in the shape of government revenue; 
I have heard that sum differently estimated, but I have seldom* 
heard it stated to exceed two millions of dollars from the whole 
foreign trade; I have^ heard It so staled upon Chinese authority, 
which is always more or less a questionable authority ; but I 
believe great advantages re^It to the country generally from the 
foreign trade, from the encouragement which it gives to native 
industry, from the numerous natives employed in different 
ways in the transactions of foreign commerce, and from the 
very flourishing state of the southern provinefts of the empire, 
among which linclude the Tea province^, which owe theh- pros- 
perous condition verjf materially to the foreign trades I believe 
the appohitments of th^ government offices at Cantqp are con- 
sidered amongst the best in the^^pire ^ the Chinese themselves, 
in sneaking of an^appointment at Canton, call it quaintly pro- 
moUng to Canton,* considering it a promotion •from most of the 

ther government situations in the empire. It dffords tp the 
government officers Qumerpus opportunities of fealizingfortunesr 
w4iich they have not always the means of^enjo^ng, from the in-^ 
security of property. ^ 

174. Has any cflange tiken place in the trade within your 
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recollection? — Yes, very considerable changes have taken place Fub. isso. 
in the foreign* trade generally. One of the greatest changes ^ *7^ , 
whidi has taken place, and which, in my own opinion, will ** 

sooner or later affect the security of our trade, is the enormous • 
extent of the smuggling trade now carried oit in China, amongst 
the inlands in the mouth of the Canton river, to a very great 
extent indeed ; so much so, that if the Cliinese government had 
the inclination, I do not imagine they possess the means of put- 
ting it down, at least byVny marine force which they have. • 

That trade has originated very much in the opium trade, which 
used formerly to be carried on at the port of Macao, which wasi 
then principally in the hands of the Portuguese ; but by their 
enactments, which prevented other foreigners from engaging in 
it 'except naturalized Portuguese subjects, which enactments 
were principally passed with a view of excludihg Sritish mer- 
chants front any participation in its advantages, the opium trade 
^ was forced to Whampoa, which may be considered the port of 
Canton : there it was met by counteracting prohibitions and ex- 
actions of the Chinese government. It wa9 then compelled to 
seek refuge amongst the islands in the mouth of the Canton river, 
where it is now carried on to a very great extent ; indeed, not 
only in opium, but in articles of every description. Great ap- 
prehensions have arisen* on the part of the persons connected 
with the Chinese government, of the deficiencies which are 
likely to arise in their legal duties, as well as in the profits of the 
situations of the Government ofiicers in Canton, if 'the trade is 
permitted to increase in the manner in which it shows a disposi- 
tipn to do at present. Such is the corrupt mature of thegovefti- 
that the lower custom-house offtcers, who are appointed 
tM put down smuggling, are frequently the persons by whose 
instrumentality it is carried on. T4iere are other changes which 
have taken place in China during the period of my residenoc. 

1 think the cdhdition of British subjects in^China, with reference 
to their relations with the Chinese government,* has very mate- 
rially improved within my recollectimi, and the Companj^’s trade 
in tea has increased considerably. 

175. Has the situation of British residents in China been 
. improiged or otherwise, or their commercial interest promoted 
by the last embassy to Pekin ? — I think our situation has very 
materially improved ; inasmuch as a very favourable impression 
wa^ made «upon the minds oT the Chinese governnjent, and 
indeed of Uie people generally, by the date embassy to Pekin, 
which arose very much oiiit of the principles upon which that em- 
bassy was conducted — principles which I have always considered 
as the most ^ondilcive to the Company’s interests in China — 
namiily, great conciliation in all intercourse with government, 
out at die saw time perfect firmness *and decision in ^11 
.material poinls whickT.ThvoIved either the national character 
there, or the interest# of our commerce; aqd our national re- 
putation and commercial interests pave ever had a near and 
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18 FeK 1 830. intimate connection. 1 have always seen in China, that whal 

C.Murjondffnh proved injurious to our national reputation, has had an 
* equ^Iy injurious effect upon our commercial interests : J’believe 
' it will continue to remiun so. 1 conceive that our character 
has been raised in public estimation in China by the conduct 
of Lord Amherst’s embassy ; and I believe the resistance wjiich 
Lord Amherst made to the requisitions of the Chinese govern- 
ibent, which involved on the part pf the foreigners the most 
humiliating compliances, has raised, at least preserved unim- 
paired, the British chm'acter in China. It is in the very nature 
of an arbitrary government to trample on abject submission, 
and to have its appetite increased by the very means which 
are adopted for its gratification. By ^ subservient course* of 
conduct we should only have incurred degradation, without the 
shadow of bn equivalent. In former years I am no( j^i^epared to 
say it was^ the case, but since I have known China, the 
representatives of the Company have endeavoured as much as t 
possible to proceed in such a manner in their intercourse with 
the government afld people of the country, as* not to sacrifice 
national character for the acquirement of a temporary ad- 
vantage. * 

176. Do you consider the Company’s representatives in 

China to possess a superior influence over other foreismers ? 

Certainly I do. • * 

177. From what cause?— ‘From the great magnitude»of their 
trade, as well as from the superior importance which-attaches 
to* British residents^in China, as in most parts of the world . 

A knowledge of the Company’s power and influence in 
certainly contributes to the influence which their represeiY- 
tatives possess with the goi^ernment of China— >an infiuencc' 
which perhaps increases tne jealousy and apprehension of the 
government ; while it does so, it increases thdir anxiety to 
remain on good terms with us. When I speak of British re- 
sidents, I mean in any part^of the world I have been in, I Have 
generally seen Britisfi residents fully more respected than 
those of any other countries, I think that enters into the* 
causes which produce the estimation in which we are held in . 
China. ^ * 

178. What general effect, in yjour opinion, would be produced 
in Chin^ by the opening of the trade to China generally to • 
British ships P-k— I con%ider that every increased •number of 
British ships ^hich resort to Oahton more than is necessary for 
the trade, tend to» endanger the security of the trade. I mean 
to say, that every increased resort of British subjeats to Canton, 
by bringing them more into possible collision with the CMneso 
t^an they at presenf are ilhder the exi^tipg system, would tend 
to endanger the security of that trade?*’ I think a number of* 
individuals would, resort from this country who* would enter 
into very active competit|9n with each q^ther in the maricets. 
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of Canton, and that that individual competition would have 18 Feb. 1830* 
a tendency to*induce them to undersell each other in imports, ^ “T" 

and* to’ give higher prices for the productions of China than are 
now. given by the East*lndia Company. As the trade at . 
present exists, the Company enter as an flidividual purchaser 
int<k the market, and have a very great control in consecmence 
over the markets, of China, which I do not think indimuals 
would possess; I think ij: would be very difficult, in the re- 
stricted limits to whkdi foreigners are generally confined in .. 

Canton, for British subjects generally to be admitted there ; 

I think it would be found too small for their active competition, 
and that they would not submit to the required restrictions. I 
am of opinion that one of the immediate effects of an open 
trade to China would oe to raise the prices of tea in the Canton 
market, ^]}ich have remained for many yeafs fi^ed, by the 
power of the Company enabling them to resist any attempts 
which have been made to raise them. 1 think also that the 
opening of the trade would very much endanger its security, 
by the increash which would take place ill the foreign smug- 
gling trade ; and I think its general effect would be to lower 
the English character in the estimation of ifie Chinese. 

. 179. Have you any means of knowing whether the Chinese 
authorities and the Hong merchants have formed any opinion 
of th*e advantage or otherwise to themjof an open traefe ? — The 
government have at all times objected to innovation of any 
kind ; *gnd they have been so long accustomed to the manner 
in which the trade has been conducted, and to the regular 
kystem which they have been enablq^ to establisl^i that 1 tlTink 
J;hey would very unwillingly exchange it for any other. I have 
been told by the Chinese with y^hom I have conversed, that, 
the officers connected with the government, upon hearing that 
changes were in contemplation, expressed themselves inimical 
to such changes. The Hong merchaivts themselves, at least 
the wealthier part of them, are decidedly against any change * 
which would subvert the system on which the Company s trade 
is conducted. Howqua, the senior Hong merchant, speaking 
in reference to the subject, said, he looked with dread and ap-* 
prehension at «an increased number of British ships; which 
implies an increased resOrt of British subjects arriving at 
Canton. I believe the Cheese to be ^lerfecdy satisfied with 
the extreme regularity with which the Company’ll affairs are * 
conductefi, as well as with the good •faith which is uniformly 
preserved by the Factdl^y in tfieir several transadtions. • 

180. Do vou think that any increased consumption of British ^ 

^ m^ufactured articles would take place if the trade was more 
open to China ^han it now is ? — am aot disposed to think 
so; and my feasor^ <or not thinking so are, that I have 
known the Chinese^markets of late yeas frequently filled with 
•Efiglish manufactures upon whictf prime* cost could not be 
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* 18 Feb. realized. I have known several investments imported by Amcri- 

cans and others, which have sold at a very considerable dis- 

CMai:}oribanJ^iffi, count ; and I know that the Company have for many years, and 
Esq. in former times, sustained very great losses indeed upon the 
import trade into China from England. 

181. Will you explain to the Committee the mode in whichdthe 
superdargoes buy and sell generally for the Company in China ? 
--*Our dealings take place directly with the Hong merchants, 
^who come to the Factory. We partly hear from them the 
state of the markets generally, and we ascertain from other 
sources the state of those markets. All the transactions of the 
Company’s servants are confined to the Hong merchants. In- 
deed the Company is the only legal trader in relation to the 
Chinese laws at present in China. I mean that all other fo- 
reigners are'mofe or less connected with the illicit trade. 

182. Are measures constantly taken for the increase of the 
consumption of British manufactures in China by the Company ? 
— Since I have been acquainted with China, and on reference 
to the records of ttfe Company, I have found that the subject 
more than any other which the Company’s authorities in this 
country have urged ^on their servants in China has been, that 
they should use every endeavour to extend the consumption of 
British manufactures in China. I believe that anxiety has not 
been found wanting on the part of the Company’s representa- 
tives in China, both from a wish to maintain credit in the esti- 
mation of their employers, as well as from a desire to nfomote 
the general interests of British manufacturers. If selfish in- 
ternists can supposed to enter into the arrangement at all, of 
course our commissions would increase with increasing extent of 
sale. The greater the sale the greater our profits. But I be- 
lieve the anxiety of the Factoly to promote the consumption of 
British pianufactures in China originates in superioir motives to 
any arising out of mere selfish considerations. 

183. What do you consi4er the impediments to a great ex- 

tension of trade ? — Thedimits which the Chinese have set to the 
foreign trade ; their confining it to one remote corner of one of 
the soQthem provinces of the empire. The articles which we 
import into China are carried to the northern provinces thfougli 
the interior of the country. The Chinese 4iave every facil ky of 
internal intercourse by navigable^rivers and canals ; J)ut such a 
system is t^ a certain extent expensive* 1 conceive, also, the 
Chinese to have arrived'at a very great perfection in*their own 
manufactures, sbme of which arelsuperioi^o our own, and existed 
many hundred years before we manufacture^ at all: perhaps 
their manufactures have not advanced in excellence for many 
hundred years. * 

1S4. What articles are imported into CJyna iif tlie shape of 
raw materials in the ships of the Compa^jy genesally, and by 
private persons, from India PV-The great import of raw material- 
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into China in the ships of the Company from India is cotton 18 Feb. 1830. 

from the presidencies of Bombay and Bengal, and a small por- • ; 

tion from. Madras ; there are pepper and betel-nut, and rattans, 

and jirticles of that description, which the Company of later 

years have left entirely to their officers, and is a part of the 

trad^ carried on by country ships. The country trade now in 

China forms, I conceive, a very important brancn of the"British 

trade, both from its exter^t, and from the profits which arise fo 

the persons engaged in it. It is a trade which, I believe, the 

Company’s authorities in China have shewn every disposition to 

give every assistance to. They never considered that coitr- 

merce at variance with that of the Company. 

.185. Generally speaking, have the Company’s representatives 
encouraged to the utmost the import of the raw material?— Yes, 
they have«dftne all in their power to promote it. 

I 186. Will you explain to the Committee the mode in which 
the teas are bought for the Company, and how they are ex- 
amined as to their quality, and their pricis arranged ?— The 
most considerable portion of the Company’s tea investment is 
contracted for by tlie Company with the Hong merchants, in 
the‘ season previously to that in which the teas are delivered to 
fliem. The Hong merchants enter into engagements with the tea 
mercliants, and make to them advances upon tliose contracts. 

The*tea when it is brought to Canton fs submitted to the in- 
spectioii of the Company’s inspectors Uiere, and indeed is sub- 
jected ISO every scrutiny which is supposed to be desirable to 
£^certain its quality. The Company have^ I believe I may my, 

• evhry leaf of black tea at their option^ I mean evSry parcel of 
^ black tea of any value is first offered to the Company, and is 
"submitted to their inspection previously to its reception. 

187. HavQ they an equal advantage in respect to green tefts ? 

— We experience competition with the Americans in respect* to 
some of the classes of green teaf, and they frequently give 
higher prices for those green teas than the Company’s standard 

• prices. The tea brokers themselves, I mean the green tea mer- 

chants, who deliver their teas to the Hong merchants, are a 
body of men consisting very nearly of 400. They are men of 
very small capital indeed ; the advances are vei*y much made to 
them from merchants in Canton. Those, persons always show 
a greater ^ish to deal with the Company than with,individual 
merchantd^ from the obvious reason that they consider them a 
more secure and regular custoftier, a better custeftner and a bet- 
ter paymaster. ^ • 

lg8. The* large amount, therefore, of the Company’s trade, 

•gives to their agents in China gre^t influence with the Hong 
merchants ?-*-t!Sque|tk)nably,‘ and with all the government au- 
thorities in ajpiy way jonnected with the foreign trade. 

* %S9. Has not this influence been very beneficial to the whole 

• • f • . 
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18 Feb. 1830. foreign trade of the port? — I conceive the Company’s trade to 
“77 • be very beneficial to the foreign trade generally. It has formed 
aMafj^^iban)i!s, ^ breakwater to that trade; having prevented Innova- 

tions of the Chinese government, which they are always suffi- 
ciently disposed to *make upon such privileges as we possess ; 
and having prevented several attempts which have been made 
to raile the prices of teas, and to levy exactions upon the trade. 
Ih some instances, though the trade in China, as far as regards 
the Chinese, is a monopoly at present, yet the government has 
endeavoured to make it a still closer monopoly, what they call 
a'^Co-Hong, which was to consist of two or three merchants. 
The prices of imports and exports were to be fixed by the Chi- 
nese government, and that those Chinese pierchants were merejy 
to be the agents of the government. This, upon one occasion, 
was not onty attempted by the local government at -Canton, but 
it was confirmed by an imperial edict from Pekin, directing it to 
take place. The Company saw the danger which would arise 
from so closely restricted a system, and that we should be in the 
hands of the despolb of the country, very much in the same 
way as we are in those of the Siamese and the Cochin-Chinese, 
when we attempt to^trade with them at present, and they resisted 
that innovation. The Company's power and influence in Chinit, 
and their being able to make great pecuniary sacrifices in conse- 
quence of delays which took place, enabled them to becomb suc- 
cessful, and to prevent that attempt of the Canton governmehf to 
make it a perfectly close and restricted government mdhopoly, 
though it was sanctioned by the Emperor's commands frofin Pekin. 

I conceive tljpt was one very important occasion on which 
Company have preventefi, bv their power and influence, an 
innovation upon trade, which must have proved destructive 
' of profits, not only to theiftselves, but to the foreign trade 
generally. ^ 

*190. When did tlfet take place? — 1814 was the year in 
which the discussions commenced; and the previous year the 
measure bad been taketi by the government. 

191. You stated that the Company resisted ; in what way 
was the resistance evinced?— This atteihpt to^ establish ua Co- 
Hong has l;>een |iiade on more than, on one occasion ; bqt the 
occasion to which I particularly allude was during my own re- 
sidence in the country, in 1814, f^ben an attempt was made« to 
break the'junior Hong tmerchants, and sundry other attempts 
whiclj I need not detail, becaus^they ve upon the Company’s 
records, to destroy the advantages we had in our commerce 
with China. The Select Committee th^ caifle tojthe determi- 
nation of stopping the trade, and intimated to the Chinese, 
government that, under sisch circumstan^s, ^icable rela- 
tions between the two countries must tefAinate. This gave rise • 
to discussions, which continued for several months, involving 
great losses to individuals, ^d very considerable inconveniehce ^ 
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and loss to the Company ; but the result waa eminently sue* 18 Feb. 1830. 
cessfuL The jtlnior Hong merchants remained as they were, ^ 
and the Imperial edict was not carried into effect I conceive 
that the Company have been generally useful to foreigners, in 
gradually doing away a number of exactionsf When our ships 
first went to China they were compelled to submit to numerous 
inconveniences. The guns were taken out of the shiflSf the 
rudders unhung, and they were placed entirely in subjection to* 
the Chinese government ; *and it was in consequence of the 
opposition to those exactions that the government were induced 
to do away with them. Upon all those occasions, 1 think, when 
the Company have fought their own battle, they have at the 
same time fought the battle of the trade in general. 

192. Have not the supercargoes occasion ^freqjiently to 
address th^ •Viceroy or other authorities upon subjects con- 
nected with the British trade Frequently ; though of late 
^ears, perhaps, they have been more infrequent, because their 
situation with reference to the government has been much im- 
proved. Of late years we have been left d^uch more unmo- 
lested than Lrecollect the trade to have been jn 1813, and years 
immediately following. 

*193. In what language are petitions allowed to be pre- 
sented j’— It has been a regulation, as applicable to foreign trade, 
established by the Chinese government,* that all addresses to 
them shquid be written in the European character. .Hiat regu- 
lation was made by the government, from a wish to place what 
construction they pleased upon the addresses which w&re made 
Co*them* In former years that was thg casdl and ab present it 
eigsts in every case, except in that of the Company. The Com- 
pany’s representatives are the onlyj>ersons in China who pos- 
sess, the right, a right acknowledged by the gojgernment, of 
addressing them in the language of China. . * 

194. Is there a knowledge of the Chinese language among 
the members of the Factory ? — Veiro many of the members of 
the Factory speak the language of Chinl^ Every encourage- 
ment has been given to them to acquire a knowledge of it by 
. the Coij^pany, in holding forward presets of certain pecuniary 
rewards, as well as of approbation oi their conduct.^ In addi- 
tion, same men possess anxiety for literary reputation ; but 1 
conceive a Iqiowledge of the peculiar language of China to have 
’ been more jnaterifdly promoted by Dr. |dorrison than by any 
other individual whom I have ever known in China. He has 
been interpreter in the Company # employ now for upwards of 
twenty years ; and the great knowledge he hak acquired of the 
Chinq|se langflage has enabled him to be eminently successful, 
iTot only on the ogcasion of the last ^mbas^y to Pekin, but on 
numerous others) whi^»are almost daily occurring with th^ 

TChinese. He speaks the language almost as fluently as he does 
English. I believe one of the largest Sums which has ever been 
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18 Feb. 1830. expended upon^ the publication ^ of a work, has been by the 
- 7 — , Company, in the publicatbn of Dr, Morrisoinlii Chinese Dic- 
aMat^ribanks, which eminently fiicilitates the acquisition of 'the Ian* 

. gua^« I think the expense of the Company in that work could 
not nave been less^ than £ 12,000 sterling; and that dictionary 
is at this moment employed by the Japanese as a mediijpi of 
traniUtttion into their own languaj^. The colloquial language 
of Jupan is different from the Chinese, but they use the same 
character. .V 

196. Does Dr. Morrison still receive a salary from the Com- 
pany ?-^ He is their interpreter. I mention Dr. Morrison’s name, 
because 1 think him eminently conspicuous as a Chinese scholar ; 
and I think the advantages which havq resulted from bis ser- 
vices have been vety great indeed. He went out as a mission- 
ary upon his oVn account at first, with a view to objects of 
his mission, which I believe have not been very successful. 

196. Are there any foreigners resident in China, as far as you 
know, who ar^ nmstersof the language?— -There are none of 
the foreign residents in China who possess any knowledge of the 
language, if I except the Portuguese padres at Macao. 1 am 
not acquainted with any foreigner at this moment at Cantonwlio 
possesses a knowledge of the language, •except persons connected 
with the Factory. The resident merchants certainly have not ; 
it is not their business; they go there for commercial purposes ; 
and it is a language which requires almost the devotion of a life 
to acquire any u^ul knowledge of it. 

^ 197. Have you any means of knowing whether the American 
trade in China has ihcreaced or deci^ased of late years ? — Within 
the last two or three years the trade has very materially de- 
crease. I have an abstra^ of the American imports and ex- 
perts ; It Is J^ken from Axherican sources of information, and 
from this I find in 1826-6 the Americans had 42 %hips in China, 
and that the amountVf their imports was 7,700,000 dollars, and 
their sports 8,900,000 ddJars ; in 1826-7 the number of the 
ships WUs raduced td 26, the anutunt of their imports was 
3,800,000 dollars, andtheirexports 4,300,000 dollars; in 1827-8 
the number of Americau ships m China was only 20 , being less 
by half than what % had been in 1825-6; in that year the 
aixUiatit of diellr impmtB #a 8 6 , 200^000 dollars, and the amount 
of the exports 6,000^000 ; and when I left China ^n December 
1828^9, ^thete bad oi^y arrived in China 12 vessels. 1 have 
received no later account of the, amount of the American trade, 
nor*tw m^ knowledge is thdi'e any iti this country; but this 
exhibits within tHe last few jrears a very remarkable falling-off 
in the amount of the American tnaj|a to China.* I may men- 
tion, ^ cdiifinnatoiy of ^at fiict, that Mr. Edward Tliompsofi, 
of jj^iladelphia, who ie line lar^st^P'«pwner(l have known in 
the American trade connected with Ch^^a, who Jiad five or six 
vessels in China, in his deposition which was laid before Con- 
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gress, explanatory of the deficiency in his pajMmt of dtitiesi 
stated that he hio engaged in the Chinese trade with fiye or six 
vessels, \vith a capital of 60^,000 dollars, as applicable to^ that 
trade^ and that he had himself, as an Individual trader, phida 
larger sum to the American government in tile shape of duties 
than Jie believed any other indiiddual ; I think he stated 
14,000,000 of dollars, and at that moment he said he Whs a 
bankrupt. I mention him as being the largest American ship^ 
owner I have known as connected with the China trade* The 
result of the information which I have <toived from the Arne* 
rican agents themselves resident in China certainly has been un^^i 
favourable to the profits of their trade generally. Some of the 
American agents have realized money by dealing in opium and 
by other means, but I believe those that have engaged in com* 
raerce betw^ China and the United States, and in Ikter years 
between China and Foreign Europe, have not been at all suc- 
cessful ; in some instances very much the reverse. This estimate 
exhibits a statement of the American trade from 1604-5 till 
1827*8 ,* it was cbpicd principally from the book of an American 
resident in Canton, but it was derived entirely from American 
sources, and therefore 1 imagine it to be correct. 

[The uoitness delixfered i% the staiementy vohich was read, as 
^ JoUaws,"} 

ESTIMATE of the Total Amount and Value of the American ExFOaif 
« and Ihfoets. 


• 

Seasons. 

- • 

of Ships. 

Imports. 

- ifc- - 

Exports. , 



3(dlars' 

DpUars. 

• 1804-1805 

34 

3,555,818 

3,842*000 

1805- 180G 

1806- 1807 

42 

37 

*5,326,358 

3,877,362 

5.127.000 

1.294.000 , 

180M808- 

33 

3,940,090 

3,476,000 . 

1808-1809 

8 

479,850 

808,000 

1809-1810 

37 

$,744,600 

5.715,000 

1810-1811 

16 

890,800 

2,973,000 

• 1811-1812 

1812-1813 

25 

6 

3,132,810 

1,453,000 

2,771,000 

620,000 

181^1814.1815... 

9 

451,500 

572,000 

1015-1816 •... 

30 

2,527,500 

4,220,000 
• .5,703,000 . 

1816-1817 

• 36’ 

5,609,600 

1817-1818 

39 

! 7,076,828 

<;,777,oeo 

. 4818 -ieif 

47 • 

9,867,2TO 

9,057,107 
8,173, *000 

1819-1828 

43 

8,185^00 

1820-1821 

26 • 

4,035,000 

4,088,000 

1021-1822 

• 45 

• 8,199,741 

7,058,741 • 

1822-1823 

40 

8,339,389 • 

7,523,492 

1023-1 824 .• 

34 

6,315,127 

6,677,149 

. 1824.1820 

43 

8,962,045 

8,.50I,119 

1825-1826........ 

1 826.1827. .T.?... 

42 

•• 26 

7,}76,30V 

3,843,717 

8,949, .562 
4,363,788 

• 1 Q09 1 QOO 

•• on 

a raa 

6J>&9.«2.5 


27 

18 Feb, 1830. 

C,ldaxioribmks, 

Esq,* 



28 BVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

18 Feb. 1830. 198. Is it tWIt understood that the senior Hong merchant^ 

, Howqua, has embarked in the American Mde on his own 
— ^When I was first acquainted wiili the trade in 
1813*14, Howqua was very considerably engaged with the 
Americans. At that period, and some years subsequently, 1 
believe the American trade to have been very profitable, gt the 
perXltt when they were acting as carriers to the world generally, 
when British ships were excluded very much from the ports 
of foreign Europe ; but latterly, for Severa years, he has entirely 
withdrawn from his connection with the Americans, solely upon 
^the ground, I believe, of his having found it very unprofitable. 
I have that information derived from himself, that he found his 
last speculations connected with the Americans not at* all 
profiti^le. 

(t c 

199. Do you consider that the Americans purckf'se their teas 
on equally favourable terms with the Company ?— I think the 
Company have a decided advan tage in the purchase of teas ove. 
any other competitor, inasmuch as all the classes of black teas 
are in the first induce submitted to them ; and if they are dis- 

r Msed to give the^same prices for ^een teas as the Americans, 
believe the Chinese would infinitely rather deal with them 
than with the Americans or any other individuals. When the 
Americans give larger prices, of course the Chinese, proceeding 
upon common commercial principles, deliver their teas to them 
when their security of payment is good. 

200. Has the price of teas generally to the Company been 

r creased or decreased latterly ? — One of the advantages which 
conceiv^'to havS arisen from the Company's system is, that it 
has kept the teas at a fixed price. An attempt was made in 
1819 and 1820, by combii^tions of the green tea merchants, 
md afterwards of the black tea merchants, to raise the prices of 
,teas*most materially. In the case of the green<»tea merchants, 
Uwasavery strict* combination amongst the individuals con- 
nected with the trade ; they met topetW and expressed their 
determination to matntain their prices. The Company were 
equally obstinate, fmd were not disposed to yield to their terms. 
A, considerable delay took place in the sailing of the Company's 
ships from China, and of course loss to the Company tipon de- 
murrage ; but the Company's poskession of capital enabled them 
« to sustain that lossf and the combination amongst the Chinese 
tea merchants was bj^oken in consequence, while *the Coifipany 
had the power of punishment in their own hands, ^hey refused 
to*receive itie teas, even thdbgh of a%ood quality, from the tea 
merchants who*had been the pripcipd pei^ons connected with 
this combination, and bankruptcy Very seri(fUs losses were 
the consequence tp those merchautibf the rejection of the fCa 
♦ by the Company. T^e tompany esvcaitpally^Aioceeded in main- 
taining prices atstheir former standard. That [s one particular 
occasion which •! remember where tlie Company have jnam** 
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tained the prices of teas. An occasion occurred in 1625^ where 18 Feb. 1830. 
the Company reduced the prices of their contract teas consi- "TT 
derably,* one tale per pecul ; they received the teas at reduced 
prices, by which a saving resulted to the Company of £20,000 , 
sterling per annum. a 

2Qil. How much is a tale and a pecul ?-^Six shillings and 
eightpence is the conventional value of a tale ; and a [ii^ul is 
133^ lbs. The real value of the tale is not, however, more than 
6^. ; I mean if a tale weight of dollars silver were melted down, 
it would not yield more pure silver thm that contained in 6s. 

202. Does the American Consul in China possess an efficient 
control over his countrymen there ?— I do not consider at all 
efficient for the good c<piduct of the trade : indeed he possesses 
very little power beyond having the right of administering an 
oath ; and ^pon some occasions where his power fias 6een called 
in question, the Americans have made a very unhappy exhibi- 

%tion. Upon an important occasion, which was in 1821, when 
a seaman belonging to one of their ships was accused of homi- 
cide, and where, from every inquiry that ^s made, the roan, 

I believe, was entirely innocent of the crime imputed to him, 
the Chinese, as usual, demanded that he sliould be given up. 

Xhe Consul, who was « man of much good feeling, resisted 
that demand ; but his countrymen, and the persons connected 
with the trade, and the captains of the ships, A)rmed themselves 
into h combination, as it were, against t£ie Consul, and resisted 
his wishes. The seaman, who was a Sicilian by bif th, was sur- 
rendered into the hands of the Chinese. I believe this Associa- 
•itqp of the Americans so far sheltered thcmselve^ under the 
plea that he was not a citizen of the* United States, and that 

• they were not compelled to protect him. He was surrendered 
to the Chinese government, stroi%ly against the private indi- 
vidual reraoi^trances of members of the British Factory. The 
select committee, as a public body, wasjnot called upon to in- 
terfere in it. The unfortunate man, when delivered up to the 
Chinese, underwent a mere shanf trial- He scarcely spoke 

• English (he was a Sicilian by birth) ; nobody but Chinese inter- 
preters were present ; his hand was covered with ink, and he 

* ignorsr^ly placed the impression of it upon a paper, which was 
a coxiifession of Iiis gu|lt. It was expected, as ;n other cases of 
homicide, the sentence would be referred to the Emperor for 

. his sanction: instead of that,* the seamsm, without any intima- 
tion, was tiarried to the place of public execution three days 
afterwards, and strangled. I^believe that is a cstse which 
tended very much to degrade the foreign character in China, and 
which mayjiave*a ve^ prejudicial influence upon the foreign 

• relations in China. I wlieve the American character, in the 
estimation qyepof the Chinese, was verj^ considerably lowered 

• by that act. By it in some measure subverted me pred^- 
dent which fhe British Factory hadron sevfral previous similai 

^ bdfcasions succeeded in establishing, by strenuously opposing 
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18 Feb. 1830. the execution the meroUess and indiscriminatin^ laws of 
China. I have known one Or’ two individually^ AmerKan mer- 
chants, in Canton, who were persons of great respectability; 
but their general tnercantile chmcter in China certainly stands 
very far from high— -I mean in relation to their commercial 
transactions. I ought to state, that the American Consul, ^who 
had d;»us proved the inefficiency of his power, was so disgusted 
with the proceedings of his countrymen, that he immediately 
resigned liis situation. 

203. In the event of the trade being open to British subjects 
generally, do yon apprehend that the appointment of a King’s 
Consul will ensure diat respectability which is now given to the 
chief supercargo of the Company ?— I conceive that a person pos- 
sessing the power of King's Consul alone, unless that power was 
backed by somh other influence, would not be succe^^ful in con- 
trolling his countrymen there, or regulating our intercourse with 
the Chinese. My reason for thinking so is, that the Chinese have 
on all occasions refused to acknowledge any government autho- 
rii^ whatev^, or uny King^s officers. Upon occasions where 
officers of his Majesty’s shi^ haVe been in China, when discus- 
sions have arisen out of their Comih'g into collision with the 
Chinese, the Company have always* requested the Chinese 
government to communicate with the officers of his Majesty’s 
ships, stating as their reason that they possess no authority over 
them. The answer of the Chinese nas always been, « wfe ac^ 
knowledge flo authority in China but the Company’s Factory, 
through whom alone we will communicate.’* Wnen an*’ English 
admiral was, in Chimi, which took place m 1808-«-when Adgii-* 
ral Drury w^ conducthi^his ill-concerted expedition, , the same 
language was held by the government, tii former years the Coni- , 

' pany’s Chief did possess the powers of King’s Consul. In 1638, 
indeed^ at one time there were tivo King's Consuls in China, 
the representatives of rival East-India Companies. 1 believe 
considerable advantage would arise from the Company’s Chief 
in China being vested ivlth Ithe powers of King’s Consul ; not 
that I think the Chinese would consider his situation changed, 
but that it would give him a more distinct power, which the 
representatives of the Einit-India Company really do not possess, 
on occasions of ^mnicide, pr otherS) when they are plaqpd in 
situations of vei^ difficulty indeed, and when they are left 
entirely to {woceed upon ihepnhciples of common «ense; but 
there are* no laws madfl for meir protection in China, and no 
sufficient instructions given fon their guidance in very embar- 
rassing ^tuations «with Chinese. I allude to occasions of 
miirder and homicide occurring. Even in casSs whpre they be- 
lieve there has been murder, they have;!li^t the power of exa-* 
mining evidence' upnn oalh; and n&der kpsjoften to be 
iffioved upon circdwtantial evidence; cannot, therefore, • 
unless under the ce|;tainty qf the crime having beeh committed, 
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surrander an individual. They are equally to do so in 18 Feb, 1830. 

cases of homicide by the Chinese government, is very 

indiscriraijiating upon tliat subject; their situation, therefore, 
becomes very embarrassing indeed. The Company's Factory . 
have *been told that the necessity of submiasion to the laws of 
the qountry in which they resid^ might be pleaded as suffix* 
dent to justify them in pursuing a diaerent course fronwhat 
they have done ; but they have dectined shfdtering themselves 
under such an unworthy pita of justification. 

204. Will you be good enough to give the Committee any 
information you possess with reference to tlie growth of tea ip 
the interior The black tea imported by the EastJndia Com- 
pany is grown and manufactured in the province of Fokten, 
with the exception of about one-third of that sort called by us 
bohea, whi^ third part is produced in the nortb-easfern corner 
of the provTnce of Canton, in a district called Wo-Ping, which 
ogives its name to the tea in question. The green tea is all 
grown in the province of Kiang-nan, Kiang-si, and Che-Kiang, 
but chiefly in the two former. The tea-plants of all these pro- 
vinces are supposed to be of one species ; the difference in the 
manufactured article arising from difference cff soil, climate, and 
manufacture. Green tea has been made in the districts from 
whence the black tea comes, and vice vers^* Some of the buds 
of the^plant in Fokien are picked in the early part of the spring, 
before they have burst : those form thd pekoe tea, the most 
valuable* part of the plant; of which buas a smdl portion is 
mixed with the best parcels of con^, to give them a flavour. 

Ppkoe is also brought to Canton uninixe^with other leaves. 

Thb tea sent to Russia is said to be pekoe, 8lightl3^adulterated 
by the mixture of other leaves. In tne beginning of May the 
leaves are stripped off the, plant ;«a new crop is then thrown 
outt and picked about six weeks afterwards, and a third crpp 
aboi^t the edfl of the summer; the two first pickings aVe the 
best, and nearly equal in quality. The* third crop of leaves 
yields tea of little strength and inferior ^vour: hence the best 
crops are composed wholly of the choice leaves of the two first 
gatherings^ witli a small sprinkling of the buds or pekoe. The 
inferioi^rops contain a lar^r share of the third pickings, and 
none of the pekOe. The black tea in Fokien is said to be cul- 
tivated largely by cotfegers in smalt plots of ground or gardens. 

The leaves^re picked by theffamily, and* are immediately car- 
ried to ma^et, where persons, whose business lies in Ibat line, 
collect quantities of thein, and gipnufacture themifi part, that is, 
expose them to be dried by the wind under thp shade, and after- 
wards to be furtlier dried in a heated warehouse. The persons 
whopi we c^l tea merc^nhts, and the agents of the Hong mer- 
*chant8, come t(\tjbe tee1£ii»tricts, and^urchase from the mcm be- 
fore-mentiondd Ijuantkjcs of the dried leaves of the first, secondf- 
and third gatherings, Jmscriminating the leaves of young and old 
plants, of those grbwn in well-knowfl favouftible spots, &c. &c. 
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18 Feb. 1820, They then complete the drying process, according as it may be 
•^*7 , requisite, and employ women and children to Select the hard, 

C.Marprtbaiiks, ^jth more or less discrimination, according to 

, the object of making very fine, middling, or common tea. ^ The 
tea is made into (Creels of from 100 to 600 chests each, with a 
distinctive name to each parcel and conformity of quality, inhere 
the itea merchant acts honestly; hence those parcels of tea 
which, under certain Chinese names, have proved in a series of 
years of excellent quality and simildr characters, and which are 
greatly sought after at the London sales, are not the produce of 
any particular farm, but owe their character to the skill and good 
laith with which the tea merchant or the Hong merchants' agent 
have executed their commissions in selecting only superior par- 
cels of leaves in the market of Woo-y-sha*h. Green tea is brought 
from the threef provinces above-mentioned. Like the black tea, 
the different classes are formed by selecting the better from the 
inferior leaves after they have been dried ; the light leaves,^ 
separated by a winnowing machine from the heavier, form 
hyson skins ; muq{i of the skins of twankay ave told as hyson 
skins. Copper is never used in making green tea. The bloom- 
ing appearance of^hyson, gunpowder, &c. is said to arise from 
the effects of carefully roasting the leaves in iron vases placed 
over a fire, and by rubbing them against the sides of the vessd ; 
in this process with the green teas much skill is requisite ; and 
there is a class of persons who are hired by some of the tea 
merchants to superintend their respective manufactories. The 
bohea tea is composed partly of the lower grades of the Vu-y- 
sl^an tea, which has been left unsold after the departure of the 
last ships of the season, and partly of the tea grown in the dis- 
trict of Canton called Wo-Ping. The green tea merchants who 
come annually to Canton are supposed to be very numerous, 
about 400, many with very small adventures ; the black- tea 
merchants are fewer in number, but it is believed that there is 
not one of either party sufficiently provided with funds to be 
able to trade on his own ^capital. The Hong merchants ad- 
vance the tea merchants from 2,000 to 3,000 tales per chop of 
Congo or twankay, by which means the article is procured ; 
formerly, that is until about 1814 or 1815, the East-IncHa Com- 
pany had for a long period themselves advanced such sums as 
those above stated to the Hong ' merchants, by whom the 
money was transfer/ed to the^ tea merchant. T^ie plan was 
abandoned, because partly it was found in agreaf. degred to 
compel an apceptance of the ,jtea provided, whether good or 
bad, as the only means of recovering the loan ; and partly 
from a desire to lessen as much as possible ♦he extent of the 
East-India Company's property at risk in China."' The richer 
Hong merchants e%ch sqnd a purser or clerk to the filack 
country to manufacture for thenj^^a few chops of tea, 
which usually prove the best of the iijiyestmept ; and they 
assert that these ' first ckss teas do not pay them profit in 



VeLECTCOMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMATONS, 

proportion to the inferior sortS) and that tb^y continue the IS Feb ia30. 
partial manufacture of the former only to satisfy the Company's ~ 
earnest 'demand for them, and in consideration of the larger 
share, of business allotted to them. In an open trade these 
motives would not exist. • 

206, Will you inform the Committee of the mode in which 
the woollens from this country are disposed of to the Hong 
merchants ? — The woollens are disposed of to the Hong mer- 
chants under very favourabfe circumstances as regards charges, 
inasmuch as what the Hong merchants call the Consoo charges, 
which are the charges arising out of the operations connected 
with the expenses of their own Hongs, are not levied upon our 
manufactured woollens ^at all. They are, in the first instance, 
delivered to the Hong merchants, who have upon all occasions, 
since 1 havejjeen acquainted with them, dcclaredrthafr they sus- 
tained losses upon the Company’s woollens, and they only con- 
%sented to receive them on consideration of the large purchases 
of tea made by tlie Company. Through the influence of the 
Hong merchant, the tea merchants are in<Juced to receive a 
considerable portion of those woollens in payment of the teas 
received from them ; and by that means, I bdieve, the woollens 
find' their way into the ^interior of the country with greater 
facilities than they could otherwise do. 

206! Is there not that confidence in the Company’s mark, that 
a bale of goods so marked will go all oVer China?— I believe 
that has 1)600 proverbial for many years ; and I believe not only 
upon the*Company’s mark, but the Company’s seal, whenever 
IS affixed, they consider it a pledge of ^fety and security. 

I may say the same of the word of the Company’s sel’Vant passed 
on matters of business ; no wTitten engagements are required. 

^is enough if it is in the Company’s book,” has been the com- ' 
mon answer ojf a Hong merchant, when large sums have beqn 
owing to him, sometimes to the amount of half a million sterling. 

207. Do you apprehend that a bale of goods which had not 
the Company’s mark would experience the same ready transit, 
tind have the same security attached to it ? — It would not be 
receive^without examination and measurement. 

208. *Do you ^[)elieve that a supply of tea could be obtained 
by th^ consumers in this country at a cheaper rate than it now 
is, if the trifle were thrown opf n ?— I coi^eive, with reference 
to what I Imve stated as to the competition that woi^Jd ensue 
among individuals of the British mercantile community in the 
markets of Canton, one bf the fifimediate results V)f that w^uld 
be to raise the prices of teas. It might be supposed that that 
migly; be mA by an increased manufacture of teas. As far as 
§reen teas are concerned*' we know that cannot be, for we have 
never received green t^kc^ enough ; tHhre hdfe been an increasing 

'demand for green teis, and not a proportionate increased""^ 
supply. With respect to the better cksses of black teas, for the 
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18 Feb. 1830 . reason which I gave in a former answer, that the Hong mer- 
“7— chants derive little or no profit upon them, I think they would 
CMa^ori^anhsy produced ; probably their production would discon- 

. tinue ; but the inferior sorts of black teas might, I have no doubt, 
be increased in (Quantity if there was a decidedly increased de- 
mand for them. I conceive that the increase of quantity <could 
only be accompanied by a corresponding deterioration in quality. 
From every attention I have given to the subject, I believe that, 
so far as the Company’s purchases of teas in China are con- 
cerned, and the charges upon them there, tea is supplied by 
them to the English consumer cheaper than it could be under 
any other system. 

209. Were you a member of the select committee at Canton ? 
—I was. 

210. 'Vt^ill you be good enough to state to the*t^ommittee if 
you know in what other articles, besides opium, the smuggling 
trade is carried on upon the coast of China ? — I conceive that 
at present it extends to articles, more or less, of every descrip- 
tion ; not on the coast of China, but among the islands in the 
mouth of the Can|on river. 

211. Articles of British manufacture ?- 1 am not aware of 
any individual instance where smuggling of articles of British 
manufacture has existed; but I know nothing to preclude it. 

212. Can you stato what were the articles of British manu- 
facture impprted by the Americans on which you statec^that you 
supposed a loss had been sustained at Canton ? — I understood 
from American agents at Canton, that losses had been sustained 
by their imports irfio Cqpton, both on woollens and on cotton 
piece-goods imported in American ships. 

213. Has there been, during the period of your residence 
there, any suspension of the commercial intercourse between the 
Chinese and all British subjects trading to Canton ?— There has. 

214. Will you be good enough to state on what occasions that 
took place ?— The fir^t serfous one was in 1814. 

215. How did that originate ?— It arose immediately from the 
act of the Company’s representatives themselves, who suspended 
the trade in consequence of the conduct of the Chines’J^overn- 
ment towards ^hem ; inconsequence, I think I have stated, of 
an attempt to establish a Co-hong system ; in consequence of our 
ships being fired at ;*natives in (ftr employment beiifg seized (and 
punished ; and in consequence of acts which showed an hostility 
on ^he part of the Chinese goiornraen^ to such an extent that 
our amicable relations could not be continued ; and the Select 
Committee, under these difficulties, themselves intmated to the 
Chinese government the necessity of suspending the trader « 

2 16. When you %peak^f the Comp|ipy, ytifi mean the Fac- 
‘’tory ? — I mean the Company's represenrilives. 

217. How longidid that suspension continue P-^Itcontigued 
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for a considerable time, I cannot say the precise period, but I 
believe about t«ro months. 

218. Did it extend to all British ships at Canton?— In the 
first instance there was a disposition on the p^rt of the country 
trade at Canton to consider their separate interests. The Select 
Committee’s reply to them was this, that in cases where the Com- 
pany’s individual interests alone are concerned, we do not Vish 
any other persons to be involved; *but in cases which concern 
the interests of the British frade generally, if a measure has been 
taken by us to produce an influence upon the mind of the 
Chinese government, we must make that measure as operative 
as possible; and under those circumstances they suspended the 
British trade generally. ^ It was a strong measure, and was very 
naturally objected to by individuals who were suffering incon- 
veniences fr^ losses they sustained. Some were v%ry dlamorous; 
but the Select Committee, who were exercising what they con- 
sidered a public duty, were not deterred from the performance 
of it, and the trade was suspended in consequence. An inter- 
ruption took place for, I think, two months^ Mandarins were 
deputed to negociate with the Company’s authorities at Canton ; 
and the result of that negociation was, that tlie principal points 
on v^^hich the Company insisted were conceded to them, and the 
trade restored to its former footing. I may mention this, which 
occurred in 1814, as, I believe, the only instance upon record, 
as far as I can speak, where the Chinese'government consented 
to enter •into what may be considered a treaty with -aiiy foreign 
representotives. 



. •219. Will you be good enough to state the next j/ccasion 6n 
whrch a suspension took place of all c(Snmercial intercourse be- 
the Chinese and the British ? — I think no other occasion 
occurred till the year 1820, when I %ras absent from China, when 
a efiinese was accidentally shot by an officer belonging to one of 
the Company’s ships. , 


220. Was the suspension an act of the Chinese government, 
or of the Company’s supercargo ?— Of the Chinese government 
on that occasion ; they demanded the life of the individual, and 
the Committee would not surrender him. 

221 .•^low long was the trade suspended upon that occasion ? 
— Ford very short period ; tny recollection is, tbat it was only 
for a few da^s. ^ • 

?22. Hojy did it terminate ?— The resplt was of a very pecu- 
liar nature. The day that the^ Chinese was fo^nd killed, a 
butcher, belonging to olie of the Company’s ships, had eom- 
mitted suicide ; tli^ Hong merchants heard of *the circumstance, 
and said that* it was a very extraordinary thing that this suicide 
Ifhourd have imjpediately followed t|je mqrder of the Chinese. 
There was no^armety «Bon the part of the Chinese government , 
'then to enter ipto collj^ion with the English, and still less anxiety 
on the part of the English to enter* into collision with them. 



so Ev'JOKNCK ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: / 

18 Fc'). 1830. The Ilong merchants were anxious that no differences should 
*7“* arise ; they mentioned the above circumstance'^ to the Chinese 
€.Mar^>rit)a}Us, government, and it was eagerly seized by them* A deputation 
of Mandarins was sent to the Company's ships : they examined 
. the evidence of ode or two sailors upon the subject^ who I be- 

lieve said that they thought it was very extraordinary that the 
butdher should have died the same day as the Chinese, and the 
deputed Mandarins determined that the butcher was the mur- 
derer. 

223. You have adverted to the nature and extent of the coun- 
try trade ; can you state the probable amount of tonnage em- 
ployed in the country trade from the different ports in India to 
Canton ? — It is in the public statements, laid before Parliament. 
1 have of late years seen about seventy country ships in China 
annually. ^ 

224. Do you think the extent of tonnage employed in the 

country trade is more or less than that employed by the East-^ 
India Company in the port of Canton ? — borne years ago we 
used to consider fne whole British trade as nearly divided ; the 
Company's trade v^sed to be about 20,000 tons, and the country 
trade about 20,000 tons ; of late years the Company's trade has 
fluctuated. In 1827 the Company’s tonnage was about 37,700 
tons, and in that year I consider it was beyond the country trade. 
1 am not prepared to state what the amount of the country ton- 
nage is, but it is very considerable, and 1 consider it a very 
important part of the British trade to China. [ 

^225, Do you conceive the country trade has been increasing 
during the«> period V»f yq^jr stay in China ?— I do. This has 
chiefly arisen from the enormous increase in the consumption 
of opium by the Chinese, ^vho now give some 10,000,000 or 
12,000,000 of dollars, for what can only be considered a 
pbisoH. 

226. How is the dountry trade carried on ; is it carried on 
through the interference of the Company's servants at Canton ? 
— The commercial trsmsactions are carried on perfectly distinct 
from those of the Company. The persons connected with th6 
country trade have often, when steps have been take^by the 
Committee which involyed their interests, raised objections ; 
but upon occaslbns where diflicultie's hate arisen, where the per- 
sons connected with •the country trade became involyed with the 
Chinese, they generally have applied to the Company's autho- 
rities. One ^occasion I remejn^er, when 1 was last in China. 
A ebuntry captain in 1826 arrived fr6m Whampoa, and men- 
tioned that a Chinese had been killed on bosrd his ship. The 
>SeIect Committee immediately upon hearing tlfis, instead of 
waiting till the repojrt reached the ears of gov^ernment, sent S 
.ilepulation into the city, and stated Chinese had been 

killed on board a country ship, whose deqth they, considered to' 
have arisen cntirel5^ from Occident. From the manner in wjiich 
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that Statement was made, the Chinese expressed themselves 18 Feb. 1830* 
satisfied. I beheve that is one occasion in which, if the Com- “77 
pany hadl not interfered, the country trade might have been 
involved in serious difficulties. I remember other instances in , 
whicfi the Company's interference has been called for to protect 
the yiiterests of the country trade*. It is going too much into 
detail to mention those instances. I remember one occasion 
particularly, where an attempt was made by officers of the Chi- 
nese government to search Ithe country ships lying at Whampoa, 

^ which it was considered would be a very serious matter were it 
ever submitted to. The persons connected with the country 
ships applied to the Company, who immediately interposed 
their influence, and prevented a search taking place. 

227. Are the Committee to understand that the country trade 
is conducteiLat Canton by commercial agents, or commanders 
of the country traders, without the intervention of the East- 
% India Company’s servants at all ? — The operations of buying and 
selling are ; but on occasions which involve protection, or which 
involve rights, Ihe members of the British fnercantile commu- 
nity apply to the Select Committee, as thc^nly authority that 
is likely to obtain them redress. They have not the means of 
addressing the Chinese gpvernment, except through the medium 
of the Hong merchants. 

22 S, Have the Select Committee th^ means of communica- 
ting with the Chinese government, except through the medium 
of the Hong merchants? — The Select Committee are the only 
foreign residents who possess the right of addressing the govern- 
•lAent in the Chinese language. When their addre^^es are sftnt 
in to government, they are sent by tfie Hong merchants ; but 

• they are sealed with the Compands seal, and delivered in an ^ 
unijroken state into the hands of tne government. 

229. Are you aware of 'any instance in which a personal In- 
terview has been given by the Chinese authorities at Canton *to 
any of the Company’s servants?— Several. 

230. Upon what occasion ? — There have been occasions when 
*the Viceroy has accepted entertainments on board the ships of 

the CfSinpany, which is the strongest case that could occur. ’ 

When the Imperial Legate accompanied the embassy from 
Pekin, who is a -still •hiAer authority than fhe Viceroy, he 
capie to th^ Company's Factory and dined with us. 

231. DM hie come down tp meet the timbassador ?— ^He came 
in attendance on him ; but there are numerous instances \phere 
the Company’s records exhibit statements pf personal confe- 
rences withftthe dfiScers of the Chinese government. 

• 2^2. The question applies to the time of your own personal 
knowledge, durfhg tlu^iimeybu weH in China, whether during 

• that period you are* Acquainted with any personal interview" 
hs^ving been granted by the Chinese»authonities to any of the 
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18 Feb. 1830. Company’s servants on business? — Upon occasion ofannounc- 
embassy> a deputation of the Company’s servants 
waited on the Viceroy, and announced to him the- embassy 
personally* We conceive it generally better, in consequence 
of the rigidity of ti»e Chinese forms, to carry on our commu- 
nication with the government as much as possible by correspon- 
dence ; but some of the Chinese, high in rank, frequently come 
to the Company’s factory and accept of entertainments ; they 
are received on friendly terms. Ori such occasions we avoid 
business ; for the Chinese conceive there is great want of taste ^ 
in speaking to them about points of business, if you ask them 
to your house. Much want of tact has been shown on some 
occasions by foreigners, who have marred the good-will and 
civil disposition of their guests by very ifi-timed and unseasona- 
ble applica‘tionS. ^ 

233. Was the interview upon that occasion, with reference 

to the embassy, connected with any part of the commercial ' 
affairs of the Company ?— Of course it was not ; he was the 
King’s authority sent to the country, and as such he was an- 
nounced. ^ 

234. Were there any commercial matters touched upon at 
the interview ? — 1 believe it would havfe been considered highly 
indecorous if they had been alluded to. 

235. Have the Chinese authorities admitted any direct inter- 
course with the servants of the East-India Company on com- 
mercial matters ; or are not all communications carried on 
through the Hong merchants or through the linguists? — Un- 
questionably not. I think I have stated, that in 1814 a dejJu- 
tation of Mandarins was sent to the Factory for the purpose CA' 

’ adjusting the differences with the Company. The Mandarin 
deputed was a person of very high rank, and he came to 'the 
Factory on several successive days, and discusse’d the various 
points till the necessary arrangements were made. There are 
numerous other instances wiiere we have had intercourse with 
them. 

236. Was he a member of the Canton government; was he 

a Viceroy ?— He was deputed by the Viceroy^; he waVa man 
of very high rank. , 

237. Are you aware of any application h^ing}J>een made by 
the Select Committee for an interview on a^ gojimercial m’at- 
ters or business of any kind ? — I speak '<?f that caftfee ui 1814 as 
being intimateiy connected with ^the coilitnerde of the Company. 
On minor occasions, if there are differences, fljr example, about 
landing cargoes from ships, the Company’s servant# consider it 
much better to avoid requesting an interview ^pon such dcca-* 

^ons, and send their *addresses to the lioppo,*’whe is the head 
of the Customs. I believe men in high ^.official situations in ' 
China, as elsewhere)^ wouldsjonsider it a very great inconvenience 
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if personal interviews [were demanded on occasions of minor 18 Feb. 1830. 
importance. • i t 

^ , C.Mar)orlbnnk!t^ 

238. * Are you aware, at any period during your residence in E^q, 
China, of an application having been made the Select Com- • 
rnittee, or any of its members, for an interview with the Vice- 
roy «f Canton or any constituted Chinese authorities, on 4he 
commercial affairs of‘ the East-India Company ? — I thinlc this 

in 1814 was a demand which comes under the description con- 
templated in the question* it was a demand for an interview, , 
and an adjustment of their commercial relations. There have 
been, however, several other occasions. 

239. How was that application answered ? — By the deputa- 
tion of a Mandarin, ajnan of high rank. 

240. What took place with that Mandarin who came to the 
Factory ?— ^^^here were other Mandarins who came with him, 
and the affairs in discussion were satisfactorily adjusted. 

* 241. The Chinese answered that demand by sending a depu- 
tation of Mandarins to the Factory ? — Yes. 

242 Are you aware of any instance ill which any of the 
sailors in the ships carrying on the Indian trade to China, or 
any of their supercargoes, or any one connected with them, 

Conducted themselves at Canton in such a manner as to occa- 
sion any interruption to the commercial intercourse between 
the Chinese and the British flag at Canton? — The India ships 
are marwied by native sailors almost entirely, who'aie very dif- 
ferent indeed from our English sailors. 

^ • 243. Are you aware of any interruption having been oCesr 
sidned between the Chinese and tlfe British, by any of tlie 
(ftews of the ships carrying on the trade between British India 
and Canton? — Not during my residence. I have known in- 
staTices which I have seen upon the Company’s records. The 
Lascars are & very inoffensive people, wjio would submit to In- 
sults of different kinds. They have none of the bold intre- 
pidity, or careless and reckless charaatcr of English sailors. 

,I think the extraordinary matter is not that so many differences 
have occurred with the Chinese, but that so few have occurred, 
whicli^attribute very much to the excellent discipline of the 
Company*s shipS, and the character of the olficers by whom 
those*ships are commanded. 

-^44. Are the sailors of th^ Company’s ships pesmitted to 
visit Canton now on liberty ?— No. * 

245. Are the crews the country traders, the Lascars*, per- 
mitted to visit Ci|pton on liberty ? — I have ’seen a great num- 
ber in Canttn very frequently drunk in the factories. 

• 2l6. But yop are not aware of t^jeir hgving occasioned any 
disturbance 1» callfor^tke interference of the Select Committee^ 

• or td occasioy any Interruption to the commercial intercourse 
between the Chinese and British fla^?— N6, 
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18 Feb. 1830. 247, You have adverted to the period when Admiral Drury 

was in China; were you there yourself at that time? — No, I 

E? ' "Ot ; it in 1808. 

248-9. You stated that the Chinese refused to hold any ijiter- 
' course with Admiral Drury, because he was not a servant of the 
Company, being a King’s officer, whom they did not acknowledge, 
—do you state that as a fact? — I state that as a fact. It ap- 
pears in all the Chinese proclamations I have seen relative to the 
expedition to take possession of Macao, that the Chinese, when 
applied to by Admiral Drury, said, we acknowledge no authority 
but that of the East-India Company. The Select Committee 
said, the Admiral is a distinct authority, over whom we have no 
control. The answer of .the Chinese w^s in very violent words, 
saying thaj the, men-of-war came there, and took ships off their 
coast, and they did not wish to have their visits ; ajjd they had 
now come and taken possession of the island of Macao ; and 
that till Admiral Drury withdrew from Macao, and till the troops, 
were re-embarked, they would hear nothing. 

250. Are you a^are that, upon that occasion, Admiral Drury 
came up to Canton irom the second bar, where his ship was lying, 
for the purpose of having an interview with the Viceroy, haying 
been promised by the Hong merchant® that the Viceroy would 
see him? — As to the promise of the Hong merchants that the 
Viceroy would see him, that I cannot speak to. I sholild be 
disposed to question the fact ; but I have a perfect recollection 
of these two instances, and I have very deeply lamented them ; 
for I think the expedition of 1808 is one of those unfortunate 
occasions im which the English character has been exhibited to 
very little advantage in China. Admiral Drury came up to 
Canton and insisted upon an interview wdth the Viceroy. Tfie 
Viceroy refused him that interview, when he sent an intimation 
tq‘ the ‘Viceroy that he would be in his palace in tlj^e city in the 
course of half an hour. The Viceroy declined a visit offered in 
such unusual terms, and sajd he should not come, but that he 
must go back to his ship. Admiral Drury did not persevere in 
his expressed intention, but returned to his ship. He, on the 
second occasion alluded to in the question now put to me, 
ordered the boats of his own and the Company's sKl^ to be 
manned and armed, and to proceed up the river and, break 
through the line of jChinese vessels which were moored across 
from one^bank to the other. Admiral Drurj^ pulled up in«-his 
boat in front of the Chinese line, to address the Chinese admi- 
ral, through the medium of a Portuguese padr6, who acted as 
his interpreter, and who at that moment was very much disin- 
clined to such a duty. After being fired at for so»ne time, one 
of Admiral Drury’s men was wounded, when he ordered the 
signal to be made for the 6oats fo attac)^ Th^ signal was not 
observed, and was ordered not to be ip&eated. He than de-* 
clared his intention not toiforce the Chinese line’, and returned 
with the boats under his command to the s]iips. I believe ’Ad- ^ 
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miral Drury was a man of courage undisputed, but that he was 10 Feb. 1030. 
destitute of thaf cool and deliberate judgment which was essen- ^ — tT 
■ tial to the jsuccess of such an undertaking as that entrusted to C.MaT^nbanh, 
him. , The Company’s chief in China at that time expressed his • 
approbation of Admiral Drury’s conduct iit not forcing the 
Chinese line; but I am disposed to think that that attempt 
ought never to have been made, or that the end in view should 
have been accomplished. There is nothing in our whole inter- 
course with China so necessary as to keep our ground when it 
is once assumed. The expedition ought, in my opinion, never 
to have been undertaken. 


251, Are you aware that upon that occasion we gave up the 
whole of the ground w^had taken possession of?— I think it is 
one of those lamentable occasions in which the English^character 
was exhibiteito great disadvantage in China. A pagoda was 
built by the Chinese upon the occasion, to commemorate the 
victory they had obtained over' the English admiral: they 
cannot afford to lose an opportunity of that sort. 

252. How long was the trade interrupted that period at 
Canton ?— I was not in Canton at the time, f I can only speak 
from, information I have derived from the Company’s records, 
but I should say six months. 

253., You have stated that the principal import of raw 
material from India to China is cotton ; are you aware whether 
China dpes or docs not produce a great quantity of cotton 

itself? It does a very considerable quantity of native cotton; 

the cotton from which nankeen is manufactured is a cotton 
Wfiicli 1 believe is peculiar to China. ^ • • 

«254. Can you state the probable quantity imported into 
China from British India?— The eitimates of trade which are 
annftally laid before Parliament shew much more accurately 
the quantity than I can speak to from recollection. 

255. Will you be so good as to state how the Dutch conduct 
their business in China ; is it a free trade;, or is it a company’s 
trade ?— It has existed as a company witWn my recollection, 
but I believe at this moment it is a free trade. There was 
' lately a-^'Netherlands Company established, but I do not know 
to what extent that company proceeded. ^re ^0 re- 

sident supercargoes there, and a consul ; and I tnink the Dutch, 
within the l»st few years, haveHhad about three or four ships in 


China anni*lly. * 

256. Are you aware that the*Dutch trade with»China isjiow 
entirely an open trade; as much so as the American or any 
other trade ;«andt!iiat the Netherlands Company is merely a 
fforaifiercial company having no peculiar pmilegcs in the China 
trade ?~I uBd«%tood.Jthat upon the dissolution of the old 
•Dutch East-India Co^any the trade was then thrown open. 

.3p7. How is it cond’uctcd in CantorfP— By*residcnt agents. 
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18 Feb. 1830. 258. Does that resident agent do the business of individuals ? 

, — I believe the Dutch consul is permitted to engage in private 

259. Do not tfrose who trade between the Netherlands and 
China carry on their trade with such agents, and in such man- 
ner, as they think most for their interest ; are they restricted 
to any [)articular agent in Canton ? — I do not know what re- 
gulations may exist in Holland a^ to that point ; but as far 
as I have seen their transactions in China, I am not aware that 
they are restricted I do not speak from accurate knowledge 
of the fact, but I believe a Dutch ship may be consigned to a 
British resident agent in Canton. 

260. Then, in fact, they may carry (?n their business in such 
manner iis they please ?— 1 believe they are not restricted by 
the government in Holland. 

261. Do the French send any ships to Cliina ?— Of late years, 
I think, we have had one or two small ships annually. 

262. Do the fiwedes and Danes, or any 'other European 
nation, carry ont'any trade with China? — The Swedes and 
Danes formerly had larger ships in the trade than the East- 
India Company ; but now the trade has ceased almost entirely. 

263. Do ^he Russians trade with China? — The Russians are 
excluded from the trade at Canton. During the time I was 
there, one Russian ship came, which was excluded, upon the 
ground that the Russians possess a trade by land, and that it 
ifas not desirable to admit them to trade by sea. 

2641. Dh not some of Ihe Mediterranean ports trade to China? 
—I remember what was called the Austrian frigate, but she 
was a trading ship in China 

• 26^. Is there any Austrian factory? — No, not^now. * 

266. Is there any'trade with the Brazils ? — Some trade docs 
exist between Macao and,the Brazils, but I believe latterly to a 
very inconsiderably Extent. The Portuguese at one time at 
Macao possessed a very lucrative trade. 

267. Are not those several trades tliat have been njentioned 

all carried on without any particular company existing at tan ton ; 
are they not alt free trades carried on at the will of tiie per- 
sons transacting dim ?— Of those that have beey mentioned 
there are only two new existing deserving the name of trades, 
and these ary inconsiderable ; the Dutch and Portuguese; 
thc*latter of whom have never traded to the port of Canton, 
but who carry on trade direct from Macao. « Some Swedes arc 
still resident in China, but they have little or rib comniiercial 
intercourse. The D^tch l^ve certainly a trade,, and the numbft* 
of their ships annually has been, I belieye, abemfr three or four, 
of 600 or 700 tons. * , , 

268. Have the Dutch got into any difficulties with •the 
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authorities at Canton? — Not of late years; but in former 18 Feb. 1830. 
yearsj certainly* . « » 

. . . 1 /, .« 1 't t C.Marfoi'ibimka, 

269. Wrthin the period of your residence there ^ — During the 2 ?,^; 
first period of iny residence there the Dutch ^id not enfier into 

the trade of Canton ; the Dutch supercargoes remained in 
Chinee, and their salaries were very regularly paid in Paris. 

Until the declaration of the independence of Holland thcyHiad 
no trade, and 1 think they djd not send any ships to China till 
some years afterwards. 

270. You are aware that the Dutch China trade was formerly 
an exclusive monopoly like our own, but has been entirely 
thrown open since the last war? — lam aware of that fact; 
but I understood the dissolution of the Dutch East-Iiidia Com- 
pany had arisen from their very embarrassed situ^Jtion^ 

271. Since^he trade has become a free trade, has any parti- 
cular difficulty arisen with the authorities at Canton in carrying 
Tt on, within your recollection ? — No ; it has been to a very 
limited extent. • 

272. What does the British Factory coniist of ; how many 
persons ? — We have twenty, consisting of a Select Committee, 
supercargoes, and writers ; and besides that, there are an inter- 
preter, two tea inspectors,* two surgeons, and a chaplain. 

272 {a)* Of how many does the Select Committee consist ?— 

Sometimes of four, sometimes of three ; at present it consists of 
four members, 

273. The business, it is presumed, is conducted by the Select 

Committee, and the remainder are clerks in the exect^ion of the 
busmess ? — Very much so. * 

274. Do not the gentlemen of the Factory and the Company's 
serv^its reside only a small portion the year at Canton itself? 

— Yes, six or i^ven months. 

275. Is it not the fact that the Chinese* government do not 
permit them to remain there the remainder of the year ? — There 
is an old Chinese law that foreigners should leave Canton at the 
(hepiration of what is considered the shipping season ; but it is 
a law that has fallen very much into disuse. The Company's 

'servant! themselves very frequently go to Canton during the 
summer months, and the}' have had ships loading during the 
summer months; and some oj the Britisli merchants reside 
'theft? the whole year. , 

276. Do they ever permit you^tj) come into the tpwn ? — They 

do not allow us to go wifhin the walls of the town. * 

277. But 3 {{)u art condned to a small suburb* for the transac- 
tion of the business ? — ^Yes. 

278. What jot^sr British residents are th«-e besides the Cora- 
4 >any's factors*?— Tbei^lhre some mercantile houses, some of 
the members of which«are men of very^reat i^spectabiiity. 

^ '279. Is that a new^tate of things, or have there always been 
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18 Tub 1830. independent houses there ?— There have always, witliin my 
^ recollection, been houses established there. There are more 
C.Marjonbajtks, ^ow than there used to be, but they are not all men of 

the same credit and character. 

280. Does the ^'actory consider itself as having any autho- 
rity over the English merchants settled there ? — So fttr as 
appe^ars by reference to Acts of Parliament, I think the Com- 
pany’s authorities have a right to interfere with the residents 
there, in case of their conducting themselves in a manner to 
injure the general interests of trade. That authority has been 
rarely exercised by the Committee. 

281. Do you consider yourself as having power to send per- 
sons away? — It is not very clearly expressed ; but I think the 
Company’s authorities would exert it if they saw that British 
interests required it. As far as my views of the Aist go, I think 
they would be borne out by it. 

282. Can you refer to the Act of Parliament which you sup-' 
pose to give you the autliority you mention ? — cannot imme- 
diately refer to it By its title. 

283. Do you suppose it to be derived from the charter of the 
India Company granted by Parliament ? — It is an Act of Par- 
liament; whether it is a separate Act, ‘or a clause of the charter, 

1 cannot say, The Act, as far as I remember, gives the Conj- 
pany’s representatives control over British subjects trading to 
the Emperor of China’s dominions. .. 

284. Will you be so good as to state who transacts* in China 
the English private trade that goes from India ; is it done by^ 
the indepeKident houses «you have mentioned, or is it in any 
proportion done by the Company’s servants? — At present rfot 
by the Company’s servants et all ; in former years it was, 

. 285. Are the Company’s servants prohibited from engaging 
in it? — They are nejw prohibited from being connected with 
private agency. 

286. So that the private agency is entirel}^ in the hands of 
independent houses ? — Yes, and in the hands of supercargoes^ 
many of them Parsees, and captains of ships. 

287. In fact, the private traders put their business intd whose 

hands soever they please ? — Yes. * . •• 

288. You have stated that th% houses that are established are 
very respectable, and i]uite capable of transacting^ business of 
that description ? — Unquestio^bly, they are houses of great 
respectability. There are men who* are members of those 
houses who are ‘men both of character and credit, sustaining 
the character of British merchants respectably and? property. 

289. You have stated that the smuggling t;j*&de in China has 
become very extensive ; has not the inefease of that smuggling, 
trade a tendency very much to injure the fair tuade? — I think 
it has a tendency to do s5, in as far as articles smuggled into 
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the country that evade duty can be sold at a profit, when arti- 
cles which pay government duties cannot. 

290. Is- not the opium trade in China, which you state to 
exist.to the extent of 13,000,000 or 14*, 00^000 of dollars a 
year, entirely an illicit trade? — Entirely prohibited by the 
Chinese government. 

291. Is it not, therefore, a trade in which the India Com- 
pany, through its servants,^ can take no interest whatever? — 
The Company, I think, are interested in the trade so far as 
regards the Indian revenue. They prohibit their servants in 
China from having any connexion with it. 

i^92. Would you not consider it as derogatory to the charac- 
ter of the Company for*its servants to be extensively interested 
in the smuggling trade of the country ? — The Com^>any have 
always profeSed to be legal traders in China, and to conform to 
the established laws of trade in China. 


18 Feb. 1830. 

C.Marjoril>ankSj 

Esq. 


^ 293. Does not a considerable portion of that high character 

which you state*the Company to bear with Chinese govern- 
ment, arise from their conviction that the (lompany would not 
meddle with a trade of that description ? — I think it does. 

294. But if the tendency to the smuggling trade is suffered 
to increase to any great extent, would not the Company, in 
consequence of debarring itself from that species of trade, carry 
on a much smaller portion of the general trade of China than 
might be carried bn by persons who have not the same scruples ? 
— The two distinct trades are transacted with two distinct 
^classes of people : one the legal merchants ;^the otlier, persons 
who are disclaimed by the governrafnt, and declared to be 
illicit traders. 


293. While the Company carry bn the one trade, which yoh 
say*is indepcijdent of the illicit trade, are not the subje.cts of 
this country in a great measure debarred from entering info 
that other trade which is open to the rest of the world ? — The 
subjects of this country are the persons who derive the princi- 
q»al profits from that trade, who are the British agents in India, 
and the persons immediately connected with the opium trade. 

• I conceive the country trade to form a very important branch 
of the; British tr*ade ; ^nd I conceive that tradt; to exist under 
the protection of the Company’s trade, inasmuch as if there 
w«re no legal traders in ChinJ, which I liave stated tjie Com- 
pany to be? I think it would remain a qiftstion with the Chinese 
government, how far iUwould* Submit to be deprived of its 
revenue, and whether it would not be induced to take very 
strong and ^ry p/ecipitate measures, perhaps, for the exclusion 
^f foreigners altogether from its ports. The Chinese attach a 
value to the foreign trade ; yet- ther^ is no^ountry in the world 
« so independent of it, from its successful agriculture and exten- 
sive inland cdVnmcrcif. # • 

’ 596. Do you thin^ it is possible that a country having enjoyed 
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1 8 Feb. 1 830 . for SO many years an immense foreign trade as China has done, 

by wliich it has exported to such an extent itg domestic pro- 

C Matjoribonks, could suspciid, Without a total destruction of its internal 

economy, that trade with foreigners ?— The power of that sus- 
pension rests withHhe Imperial government of Pekin ; and, as 
I have stated, I believe the revenues coming direct inU the 
Imperial treasury from the foreign trade are not large, they 
have therefore no distinct interest in the trade. How far the 
Imperial government at Pekin would be induced to consider the 
general interests of the country I am not prepared to say ; for 
the Chinese government acts upon principles so diametrically 
opposite to those which regulate the governments of civilized 
Europe, that it would be difficult to hazard an opinion of what 
might be the result of such a state of ‘things as that contem- 
plated. * * ^ 

297. Has not the Chinese government, in its conduct towards 
foreigners who have attempted to hx themselves in their har- * 
hours, shown itself a shrewd government, acutely understand- 
ing its own interests ?— I think that the Chinese arc a highly 
intelligent people, |Temarkable for their industry and perseve- 
rance ; but I think they are oppressed with one of the most 
corrupt governments that ever weighpd down the energies of 
a people. 


298. You stated that the Company have been exporting 
woollens to China at a loss, and that it has been a losing trade ? 
—In the jrekrs from 1819-20 to 1828-9, the average invoice of 
woollens imported into China from England has been £821,680 
per annum^* therefore, notwithstanding the very heavy losses* 
previously sustained for** the twenty-six preceding years of 
£64,000 per annum, the imports of the Company into China 
have not been lessened morfe than about £125,000 per annum. 
The Company’s average loss at present has, I tlvnk, been re- 
duced to about £17,000 sterling per annum upon their general 
investment. 


« 

299. Have you any^ioubt of the fact, that the woollen trade 
of the Company is a losing trade ? — It is so at present, and has* 

in former vears been still more so. 

* ^ • 

300. Does the statement you have made include the freight 

and all other expenses ? — As far as freight is concerned, the 
woollens have been exported to China under very great advan- 
tage ; for I believe it jvill be found that a compararJvely very 
small charge for freight has Jtyeen made by the Com})any on 
British exported manufactures, with §, view to facilitate the 
consumption in China. * • 

301. As the article of tea, which is brought from China, i^ 
a very bulky one, it is presumed .that the freigjA of any manu- 
factured goods sent out cannot be very itfiportant, *as the China * 
ship would otherwise go nearly empty ?-*-That would depend 
upon how it is cliarged * but the Company have always gone 
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upon tile principle of making a very small charge of freight upon 18 Feb. 1830, 
English manufjlctured goods. 

302. Atc you aware that the price of cloths sent out to China 
has in this market been reduced more than ^one-half? — I have • 
been told so ; I have no knowledge of the prices of cloths in 
Eugfend. 

303. Are you aware that for some years past foreignersliave 
been carrying on a considerable trade in those very woollen 
goods from this country to China ? — I have understood that 
some American ships have cleared out from Liverpool and 
from London to China. 

304. Are you aware that it appears in the Papers before Par- 
lirfment for the last three years, that the Americans have taken 
out between^ 800,000 and 900,000 dollars’ worth of woollen 
goods to China ? — I have seen the statements made : I have no 

^ means of acquiring knowledge as to their accuracy. 

305. Do you suppose that they would have continued that 
trade so steadily as it appears to have bcen^continued, without 
its having been a profitable one to them ? — !jdo not know whe- 
ther those manufactured articles are the property of American 
merchants, or whether they are the property of British mer- 
chants. If they are the property of British merchants, who 
have no means of disposing of the manufactures except the 
hazard of a distant market, I think they might be disposed to 
embark in a speculation which even had not answc’vd before, 
rather than keep their goods on hand. 

• •306. Would not the British merchant^be pri^iibited Iiy 
Jaw from having any interest in a traffe of that description ? — 

I do not know. 

507. If it should be shown fliat the American has been 
carrying it 01 :^ (or his own account, and that that trade has been 
steadily going on for some years past, is it not presumable that 
it has been a profitable one? — I am not disposed to think so, 
from having received other information from American agents 
•in China, who told me that their consignments from this country 
have generally been unprofitable. 

308: If it should be the case, that the American or foreign 
mercltant has carried on a trade of this description with profit, 
when the Company have beei^ carrying U on with loss, would 

• not that pmve tliat their trade has bee^, in this article at least, 
better conducted than that of the Company ? — It might not 
prove that it was better conducted, for it might*arise from the 
circumstances I h^ve stated, of some of those goods having been 
smuggled iiflo China, having evaded the Chinese duties. 

* 309. If the tepdency of the trad^ in C^ina is to get into the 
smuggling lifie,* will ^#t the Company, acting upon different 

* principles, and being /rom its circumstances unable to enter into 
that trade, be a disadvantage tgainst persons \^hahaveno scruples 
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18 Fcl). 1830, of that description ? — the question put to me contemplates 
C M(7^ba subversion of the Company, I think we* should be all 

* smugglers in China together, and there would then bje no legal 
trade in China. I do not know how far the Chinese would^ sub- 
mit to that. The^iltimate result would, in my opinion, be very 
prejudicial to British commercial interests, of which I cowder 
the Company’s to be only a part. 

310. Will you have the goodness to explain what you mean 

by legal trade in China, when you* say that if the Company 
cease to trade as a Company there would be no legal trade car- 
ried on there?— I applied the term legal trade to transactions 
in China, and I use the term in relation to the Chinese laws, 
from the circumstance that the Englisl^laws do not extend* to 
China at all; and therefore the term legal trade, as applied to 
the trade* in luhina, can only have reference t(uthe laws of 
China. When I speak of legal trade, I speak of a trade con- 
ducted in conformity to the laws of the country, whether those# 
laws have reference to residents or to their commercial trans- 
actions. I • 

311. Is there aily reluctance on the part of the Hong mer- 
chants to trade with individuals ? — Certainly not, with indivi- 
duals of respectability and credit. • 

312. You have stated that the black teas are generally offered 
first to the Company, and that of the green teas the Americans 
have frequently the first option? — I stated that the Company 
have the pre-option of all black teas. With respect \o green 
teas, they are submitted to the Company’s inspection*also, and 
td their clioice ; Ifut a competition enters on the part of.tlia 
Americans with the Company in the article of green teas. Qn 
some occasions, the Americans being disposed to give higher 
prices than the Company, tlfey get the teas ; but the tea brokers 
alway.s express a wish rather to deal with the Cpmpany, upon 
the principle, that tliey consider the Company's security better 
than the security of an individual. 

313. Upon what dredit are the purchases made from the 

Chinese ? — There are no regular periods of payment. The teaft 
are generally paid for in the course of the season ; sometimes 
earlier, sometimes later. « 

314. You afe not in the habit of being in debt to arfy con- 
siderable extent to the merchants there ? — The Qompany, for 
several years past, have insisted upon their servant! keepin"g a ' 
clear accounj with the Hong; ^nerchants, in all matters con- 
neefed with tlie^ Company’s interest.* Upon a late occasion 
which occurred of the bankruptcy of a Hong merchant, the 
Company were creditors to a very trifling amount.* ^ 

315. Does not the preference you have ha(l fn the black teas 

arise from the circumstance of your l^*ng n!uc*h the largest, 
customers for that ^description of tea ? — The best customers and* 
the best paymasters. • • 
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316. Do not the Americans carry on trade in small vessels? 
— Yes, they do, * 1 think the average I have made, upon look- ^ 
ing at the .American tonnage, has been in vessels from 280 to 
300 tojis. 

317. Are not the expences of the port very heavy? — Yes, 
they ffre ; and they fall much heavier upon small ships than 
they do upon large ships ; and consequently it was found mfleh 
better by the Swedish and Dutch to have large ships, as well 
as from their superior adaptation to a tea cargo. 

3 18. Can you give a detail of all the charges made upon a 

ship of 600 tons, including fees and all disbursements ?, — The 
duties upon a Company’s large ship are about 4,300 tales. The 
port dtities on a smaller ship are, comparatively with its extent 
of tonnage, much heavier. ^ ^ 

319. Is not that portion of the port charges called a present, 
the same on all vessels, great and small ? — ^It consists of 1,950 
tfilcs, and is the same upon large or small ships. 

320. Does notihat give a very considcrable.advantage to the 
Company’s large ships over small private tradel? — It does. 

321. Would not the temptation to smuggling be irresistible 
if the ‘trade was canned on in small vessels? — I imagine that 
indrviduals who do not much respect the laws of the country, 
wnll not .consent to pay duties w'hich they can evade by acting 

• i}i opposition to those laws. 

322. Is the smuggling carried on among the Chinese by what 

are called (tutside merchants ? — This term is applied in common 
tc^aJl merchants not members of the Hong; s^mc of^ lem aro^ 
smugglers, some mere shopmen. • 

323. Is not the trade which is carried on by the American 
mcrcl:\pnts, chiefly with the outside merchants ? — It is, I believe, 
to a certain extcnit. I should say that a large portion of their, 
trade w'as carried on with the Hong merchants. 

324. Do mot the Hong merchauis^ give permission to the 

Ameiicans to trade with the outside merclmnts ? — The outside 
merchants are piohibited from trading in teas or other staple 
articles; but the Hong merchants frequently connive at the 
trading df the outride dealers, by permitting shipments to be 
made tlwough their Hongs. That is done by the. poorer class 
of Hong merchants. ^ , 

‘ 3^). You ^ated that the 'American tra^le of later years has 
fallen off; are you not aware thatjthe American trade is in part 
a carrying trade? — It waS a very 'great carrying fradc some 
years ago ; I believQ, that carrying trade has been very much 
.limited jof late years. 

S26. Is not the* parrying trade subject to, great fluctuation, 
inasmuch as it 6e[lcnds m^on the policy of other countries? — 
lliat is a question of a j^neral description which I am not pre- 
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18 Feb. 1830, pared to answer ; but a part of the American trade which 

: appears to be declining is their direct trade between China and 

the United States.^ 

327. Would not the interference of the Dutch in the tea trade 
necessarily affect^the carrying trade of the Americans, in so far 
as the supply of tea to Holland was concerned ? — Certairjy. 

328. It appears that tlie years 1826-1827 exhibit a consider- 
able falling-off in the American trade ; still are you not aware 
that there has been a considerable increase in the American 
trade, commencing in the year* 1814, and terminating in the 
year 1827-8 ? — I am aware there has been in some years an 
increase. 

329. Arc you aware of the averages* which have been sttuck 
n the Pjiper^ presented to Parliament upon that subject ? — I 
am. I conceive that the Americans have been* increasing in 
w'calth and population, sufficiently to account for a general 
increase of trade. 

330. Do not you think there may be some ^circumstances to 

account for the falling off of the trade in 1826 and 1827 of a 
temporary, and mot of a permanent nature ? — I believe the 
Americans have been very much overtrading, both to conti- 
nental ports in Europe and to the United States, and that very 
considerable losses have been sustained upon those consign- 
ments. * 

331. Are not the principal tea provinces in China rnaritime 
provinces ? — The province of Fokien is the black tep province, 
and the province of Kiangnan is the principal green tea province, 
both maif^time prbvince^. 

332. Is the tea generally brought from those provinces to 
Canton by sea or by la»nd carriage ? — Entirely through the 
interior of the country. It is prohibited by Imperial edict to 
bring it by sea. The Chinese have attempted* to bring it by 
junks ; but the Iraf5erial government of Pekin, being apprehen- 
sive of being defrauded* of the duties which arose from the 
transit of teas, have*prohibited the trade by sea altogether. 

333. Are you aware that there is an exportation of tea from 
the tea provinces to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ? — T 
have understood that there is an export to a fimited amount for 
the supply of^ Chinese settlers there. 

334. And that Tt is also brought to Sincapoife? — I cr.imo.t 

speak with any personal knowledge of what is brought to 
Sincapore, • • » . 

335. You haftre stated that the tea provinces were very much 
benefited by the export of their teas to Great Britein ? — I stated, 
as an individual opinion, that I conceived that tlie*' naJsve 
industry was very*nmch* encouraged Jip China by the extent of 
foreign trade ; and of course the tea provinces were malcriary 
improved by th flow o4' capital into thcTn. 
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330. Are you aware of the amount of the population in the is Fcb.isso. 
tea provinces ?— It varies in the different provinces; the whole ^ 
population- of China is computed now at 140, #00, 000. I believe 
the southern provinces of the empire the mostjpopulous. • 

337. Have you heard any estimate at Canton of the number 

of persons connected with the tea tiade ? — I have heard nmny 
estimates, but it is impossible to place reliance upon such 
information. , 

338. If the Company’s establishment at Canton was to cease, 
and the trade of Canton was to be carried on by private mer- 
chants, and those merchants were to carry on indiscriminately a 
lawful and an illicit trade, do you think that the whole trade 
might be endangered ?— do. 

339. You .have staled that one of the articles Vliich is 
smuggled into China is opium ; is not that smuggled by indivi- 
duals of every nation, who provide themselves with it in India? 

— It comes to China principally in British country ships, which 
are the traders between India and China. j, 

340. Is it not purchased exclusively from the India Company ? 

— It is purchased at the East-India Company’s sales ; besides 
wlijch, there is smuggled Malw’a and Smyrna opium. 

341. So that, although the East-India Company will not 

smuggle opium into China themselves, they sell it knowingly to 
parties that do smuggle it in ? — The persons connected with the 
Company § interests have knowledge enough to know t'nat it goes 
to China, *but they conceive their connexion with it to terminate 
Afirti the sale in India. , • ^ 

312. In making a calculation of the profits and loss of the 
East-India Company’s imports into Ctina, how is that calculation 
founded where barter takes place : you were understood to state 
that the w-oolletis and other goods were bartered against tear? — I^ 
stated tliat the Hong merchants required life tea merchants to 
take them in return for their teas. The Company formerly used 
to barter with the Hong merchants ; of Hite years they have 
required the I l ong merchants to give money prices for every 
.thing. 

343. Is it takeft as a mercantile account upon the cost price 
in Engfand, the freight^nd charges, &c. being added to it, and 
the Jesuit taken from that? — Tke usual namber of mercantile 
charges whiah are made in invoices enter kuo the account. 

344. Is any commission charged upon it as received by Jlic 
Company’s agent there ? — I believe our commission is charged 
upon the cxpaits fi4)m this country in the Company’s invoices. 

It#is p&id upon the sales in China and England at the rate of two 
per cent. , t , * * 

• 345. Is that upon thef^ross sales? — I believe so. 

34f). Upon the goods out and upon life guoiTs home ? — Yes. 
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18 Fell. 1830. 347. Upon the purchases of tea is your commission of two 

. per cent, charged also? — Upon the sales of ted we receive two 
; three per cent, commission pays not only 
our commission, but the whole expenses of the Company’s esta- 
blishment in China. There are some commercial charges which we 
call charges on merchandize, and expenses for the transit from the 
factory at Canton to Macao and the factory rent^ but two per 
cent, we receive in the shape of commission as our own allowances. 

348. Is that two per cent, allowed upon the sale of teas in 
England, or upon the prime cost at Canton ? — Upon the sale in 
England. 

349. There appears to exist a considerable difference between 
the value of the imports into China and the value of the \tea 
exported^ by the Company from China; how is that difference 
made up ; is it not by the Company selling their bills in China ? 
— The Company draw annually in China upon their Bengal 
treasury, to the amount generally of 2,000,000 of dollars and 
upwards, which affords a remittance for the proceeds of opium 
and cotton in Chha to British merchants, who generally very 
gladly avail then\sclves of the Company’s paper to remit their 
proceeds to India. The Company’s tea investment is therefore 
provided by the proceeds of the sale of English manufacture, in 
part, and the productions of our Indian possessions. 

350. You have stated that the supercargoes arc paid "a com- 
mission of. two per cent.; are there not certain deductions from 
that, to the amount of at least one-quarter per cent. ?^The sa- 
laries of our tea inspectors, our surgeon, and our chaplain, and 
certain allowances' to tjie senior officer commanding the Com- 
pany’s ships, and payments to the retired servants of the Cqm- 
pany, come under the two per cent., and what we call in China 
the European establishment, which is the expenses of European 
servants cpnnected with the factory. 

351. When is it tlfat you receive this two per cent. ; how many 

years is it after they are aliipped from China? — We do not re- 
ceive our first payment from the Company till the expiration of 
two years after the work is done for which that payment is a 
remuneration ; and the whole payment is not completed under 
four years, which makes our nominal greater than our real allow- 
ances. • • 

352. Is not the chelay in tha^ respect occasionedj by the Com- 
pany keeping the tea m£ one year for sale in a subsequent year ? 
— I do not l^ow if that be tlv^ cause. 

353. If tlie Chinese government were to exclude both the 
Company and private traders from the trade in tea at Canton, 
arc you of opinion that that trade could be carrieS on elsewhere 
to a beneficial purpose through, any other channel ?— The ques- 
tion would contemplate the Chinese itiktering themselves into 
the trade with th\;ir owr^ native vessels, rlt has been a principle 
of the Chinese government altogether to discourage the natives 
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of the country from being in any way connected with foreign 
commerce. ThC; question is one completely of speculation; 
but I should think very great difficulties would stand in the way 
of the trade being carried on to any great amount in Chinese 
vessels to the islands of the Eastern Archipehfgo. 

351. Do not you think that the Hong merchants^ having a 
large stock of teas in their hands, would be prompted by tlieir 
own interests to send those teas to other parts, when they could 
not sell them at Canton?— There would be great danger in send- 
ing them, inasmuch as the Chinese native vessels are of such a 
cumbrous description that they arc very unseaworthy. 

355. Would you have the same security for the good quality 

of ihe teas ?— Unquestionably not ; there could be no security 
in such a trade. , 

356. Is not*the production of teas capable of being increased 
according to the increased demand for it ? — I think, to a certain 
extent, of black tea, though not of the best kind, but not of 
green. My rea*ion for thinking the production of green tea 
cannot be increased is, that there has been a greater demand for 
it than the increasing supply of the Chinese has been able to 
keep up with. 

‘357, Are you aware of any reason peculiar to the country 
creating an impossibility on the part of the Chinese to propor- 
tion the supply of green tea to the demand ? — I imagine it re- 
quires a considerable outlay of capital, which the Chinese have 
not at command ; and it involves a speculation into which the 
Chinese merchants do not seem disposed to enter- 

358. Can you say whether the demand for the English woollen 
manufactures in China is capable of being increased according 
to the increased supply ? — I conceive that if our manufactures 
coufd be introduced into the northern provinces of the empire, 
the demand for tliem would decidedly increase ; for they auc 
the cold provinces, where woollen manufactures would be 
principally used. • ^ 

• 359. Arc there any insuperable obstacles to the introduction 
of our woollens into the northern parts of China ? — The ports 

• of China being hermctrically sealed against us for many years. 

360i Have you found the British manufactures have been in 
greater demand when the price has been Ij^w in China? — I sup- 

• poSe that ^w prices generally produce an increased .demand ; 

but I cannot answer that question distinctly, from any recollec- 
tion of the circumstances. * * • • 

361. With resju'ct to British manufactures* in general, wlicn 
the price is*low in China do you find that they are in more 
general request# than when they are high ?— I believe that men 
will buy thiitgs* inort;*jcadily when they are cheap than when 

• they arc dear,; but 1, cannot answer the question from recol- 
lecting the circumstance. • * 
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18Fel). 1830. 362. Do yoil know whether the consumer, or the retail 

"7^ dealer, makes a larger demand upon the Hong merchant when 

C. Mar^orittatJafy wlicn the price is high ? — Wlicn prices 

were high, I have always heard the Hong merchants complain 
of having many unsold goods in their warehouses ; and I have 
always heard them say they sustained losses, on our woollens. 

303. How many English establishments may^ there be at 
Canton? — We send home an accurate list of the English 
residents every year ; but I cannot state the precise number at 
present. 

364*. Have they increased of late years ? — There have been 
more agents ; 1 think the houses of respectability have not in- 
creased. 

365. How many consuls are there at Canton ? — There is an 
American consul, a Dutch consul, and a Dutchman who, I 
believe, has the diploma of French consul. 

366. Do you know what the private houses of agency in 
China charge for conducting a trade ? — Five per cent. 


Lunoiy die Februarih 1830. 

JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, Esq. called in, and examined. 

22 Fell l8:io. 367. Wh^t opportunities have you had, of a peculiarly 

favourable nature, to enable you to form an opinion respecting 

J, l\ Jhivhy Chinese, their trade, and with respect to the relations of 
this countfj' with China? — I have been seventeen years in the 
Company’s service ; and I think it probable that the attention 
I have paid to the language and institutions of the country may 
have assisted me in forming an approxinjation to a cor'H ct 
ouinion regarding them: besides, I travelled for six months 
through the interior the empire. 

368. Were you not also a member of the Select Committee ? 
— Previous to my last'leaving Canton I was. 

369. What circumstances, in your opinion, in the character 
of the Chinese, and in the nature of their institutions, are 
opposed to an extended intercourse with fortjign nations ? — 
They are a decidedly anti-commercial people : they have a 
particular objection to increasing' their intercourse, hi any way, 
wutli Eurbjjeans, and I should think more particularly watli the 
English, on account of our closcb ppproximation to their frontiers 
towards Tartary and in Ava. 

370. Has the condition of British merchants and of the 
British trade improved in China since your recollection, an(^ 
more particular!}^ since the last British embassrj to Pekin ? — It 
certainly has. The returns which I belHVc are now lying on 
the table of the Co.mmittee, show^ that icA- the lust ten years 
there is an increase ol’ 5,00t* tons in the Company’s shipping, 
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when compared witli the nine years proceeding;^ that is to say, 18 Fth. 18:t0. 
that for the lasUtcn years the average has been 28,000 tons of — 
shipping, and for the nine years previously the average was only 
23,000. ■ 

37 1. Is the foreign trade considered of rtal importance to 
the t^hinesc, or is their government independent of it? — I 
should think their government is as independent of it as .that 
of any country in the world : they have, besides, a decided 
objection to an increased intercourse with foreigners, and 
diminish as much as possible their intercourse, by laying heavy 
duties upon foreign manufactures. 

372. From what circumstances does the influence which the 
British representatives appear to possess over the Chinese 
government and their commercial delegates arise ? — I should 
think, in son^ measure, from their moral rc^^ectkbility, in 
liaving no concern whatever with smuggling ; and I should also 
^hink their influence arises, in a great measure, from the value 
and importance of their trade in amount. 

373. What aflvantage docs the CompanV derive from the 
superior class of large ships employed in their China trade, and 
from the discipline maintained in those ships? — Tliey derive 
several distinct advantages from the superior class of their 
shipping. In the first place, they pay less, in proportion to 
tlic tonnage, at Canton in the shape of port charges : in the 
second place, these ships are better adapted to the stowage of 
leas ; they stow more in proportion to their nominal ^;izc. There 
is another advantage derived from the superior class of their 
^liipping, in regard to sca-risk. Since 1 have l^cn in servioc, 
seventeen years (and 1 believe for mafhy years previously), not 
a Single hometvard-boxxnd ship of the Company has been lost. 

We may consider the number of homeward-bound ships in that 
time* 400 ; so that that makes the risk as nothing to 400, .1 
speak in reference to the /eas, and ther^'foro in reference to 
the homeward-bound. The observation is correct in reference to 
them, and would not be in regard tef the, others. This advan- 
tage is she wn, in practice, by the small premium on the in- 
surance of the Company’s ships. There is another decided 
advantage derived from the superior character of the Company’s 
shipping : it is independent almost of convoy in time of war, 
and it*is well known tliat their fleets have beaten off French 
liiw-of-battl« ships. • 

374. Do*you allude to the celcbrated*action in which Com- 

modore Dance had a large flAft of Indiamen, <md repulsed 
Admiral Linois ? — Yes. • 

375. Do you know the amount of property that was then in 
jrdpaVdy if the french had been successful ? — No, but I believe 
it is a matter on*ft;corcl.^ If it were tfic whole fleet of the Com- 

• pany, it would arnoui]]t*to one year’s value of tlie Company’ji 
trade. ’ • • 
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22 Feh. IP, 30. 376. Were there not also under the charge of Commodore 

Dance a large number of private ships also of very great value ? 

— I believe there were, as far as the Straits of Sunda. With 
regard to the objections raised against the Company’s superior 
class of shipping An the score of its freight, I would say, that 
the charge on account of freight at present is only 4(/. per 
pound upon all the teas ; and taking it for granted that the pri- 
vate traders might purchase their freight at one-half of the 
Company’s, that brings the difference to 2d, per pound. Against 
this 2d, per pound you must take all the advantages I have 
stated as an off-set ; you must take the smaller port charges 
paid by the Company ; you must take the very advantageous 
insurance account of the Company ; their independence of con- 
voy ; and the superior stowage of their ships. 

377, Do ydu chance to know what freight J:he Company 
pay for the stowage employed in the trade to our North Ameri- 
can colonies ? — They pay less than the Americans ; about 

or £10 a ton, 1 believe. The American ton is one-fourth 
smaller than ours,^ and therefore in proportion to the nominal 
price they pay more. 

378, Are you able to state how much the £9 or £10 per ton 
is per pound weight of tea? — The £9 or £10 must not be 
charged upon the tea; not more than one-half of it should be 
charged on the tea, because the ships are taken up to ‘export 
British manufactured goods to Canton ; and therefore the freight 
must be divided between the outward voyage and the return 
voyage. It is, accordingly, only £4. lOj?. or £5 upon the tea. 

‘ 379. A*Re you able to ftatc how much that would be per pound 
of tea from China to North America? — It is something under a 
penny per pound on black tea ; on green tea I have not calcu- 
lated. * 

‘ 380. Do the Company derive any advantage from the regu- 
larity of their demand for lea, and from the regular contracts 
made by them with the Hong merchants in conformity to this 
demand? — I should fhink that they do. A crop of tea is not 
like a crop of turnips or a crop of corn, w hich may be produced 
within the year, according to the demand ? The shrub requires 
a certain time to come to perfection, and the regularity of the 
demand certahily tends to encourage its cultivation, to produce 
a supply in due proportion, and, to save the growers from severe 
losses ; because if thei;e were a sudden diminution, ^of the tle- 
mand for a year or two, after a rapid previous increase, they 
would probably, a great many of them, be ruined ; since it is 
not so easy to cohvert the cultivation of tea into the cultivation 
of any thing else ; I therefore hold, that a regulaf demand for 
tea insures a rcgulai^ supply, at the same time, that it keeps*up 
the quality. A fluctuating demand, pi;$?babiyi Wv)uld be more 
pernicious in the case of tea, than in ’tlje case^of almost any 
other thing in the world.’ 
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381. Practically, what effect lias this regularity in the do- 22 Fe!). 183C. 

niand for tea produced upon the price of it ? — It certainly keeps *7" 

■ up the quality relatively to the price. ‘ 

382. Has the price of tea increased or diipinished latterly ? 

— I would rather say it has been prevented from increasing; an 
increase which would have been inevitable, from the very great 
advantages which, in the absence of the Company, the united 
body of Hong merchants, all living within a few doors of each 
other, would derive from tlfeir union against promiscuous tra- 
ders. 

383. What impression, in your opinion, would be produced 
upon the Chinese generally by throwing open the trade to Bri- 
tish' merchants generally ? — The whole body of smugglers at 
Canton would rejoice. The government would? i>^ the tirsL 
instance, view*it with jealousy, as they view every change ; and 
when they came to lose their revenue, they would view it with 
Uostility. They have already, in consequence of the extraor- 
dinary amount of smuggling (not only relatively to contraband 
articles, such as opium, but in the case of articles that pay 
duty), lost so much, that' they have issued edict after edict di- 
rected against those individuals and those nations who principally 
partake in this smuggling trade ; and it is impossible to suppose 
that they would go on ad injlniium in their endurance, or con- 
sent to the conversion of the whole trade of Canton into a 
smuggling intercourse. 

384*. Dft the re})resentativcs of the Company possess any 
peculiar advantages in their intercourse with the Chinese, and 
ii^ rfieir means of access to the local go\jprnmc3it of C^Riton ? — 

Tht^ possess one very essential advantage, in being the only 
foreigners who are allowed to have a direct communication in 
the native language with the goveriilnent, which has been ex- 
pressly denied all others, and only conceded to the Gom-*^ 
pany, on the part of the government, because they could not 
resist it. They also derive great advantage from the attention 
which has been paid to the language and Co tlie institutions of 
tlie Cluncse ; to the knowledge of their laws esj)ecially, as well 
as to the general character of the people ; an advantage which 
is not, as far as \ know, possessed by any other traders at 
Canton., , 

385. Do airy other foreigners in China licsides ihe English 
possTiss a coj^npetent knowledge of the XUhncsc language, or 
avail themselves of its use in the ^intercourse with the govern- 
ment of China? — Certaiftljr none of the traders in Chiiia. 

There arc a few Caljiolic priests who study it for the purpose of 
^ propagating Ctiristianity ; but it has not, to my knowledge, ever 
beffirtised by any, European traders, ^cept^the Company’s re- 
presentatives, i« tttcir ip^itten intercourse with tlie government 
and with the people. ^ ^ 

3 . 85 . Do the Chinese government recognize the Company’s 
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22 Feb. 1830. Factory as a respectable and more official body of persons than 

any other persons in China ? — They consider afhd treat them in 

a manner very different from the treatment which they show to 
other Europeans. They have done, in respect to the Company’s 
representatives, i^^hat they never did in respect to any other 
traders ; they have admitted them to personal conferences on 
equal terms. In the year 1B14, I was at all the conferences 
which were conducted by Sir George Staunton, to which the 
Mandarins came in full state, and nlet us as equals to all intents 
and purposes. I have myself been engaged in personal inter- 
changes of visits with the Mandarins on friendly terms. They 
would not certainly adopt such a mode of conduct towards other 
Europeans at Canton, in my opinion. 

387. Do you conceive that the throwing open the trade to 

China would extend the consumption of British goods there? — 
My opinion is decidedly that it ^ ould diminish that consump- 
tion, The importation of European goods by the AmericanJs, 
of which so mucl] has been said in this country, appears on 
examination, not to have exceeded one-fourth of the quantity 
imported by the Company and their officers : the average seems 
to have been about 800,000 dollars^ while the latest average of 
the Company is about £800,000 sterling ; and I should ascribe 
this actually small quantity on the part of the Americans (al- 
though that has been very much exaggerated in England) to 
two or three plain reasons. In regard to the Company's officers, 
they pay no freight^ and they also pay a very small insurance, in 
consequence of the superior character of the ships ; and they 
can accdtdingly *tifford, to introduce European manufactures 
cheaper than the Americans. In regard to the Company, they 
have thought it necessary, on account of the clamour raised in 
this country, to submit to actual losses ; and it is not likely that 
individuals would, from any patriotic motives, ©ndure the same 
losses. ’ 

388. What obstacles eiiist, in your opinion, to the increased 
consumption of British goods throughout the empire of China ? 
— I would first state the anti-commercial spirit of the Chinese, 
which leads them to charge heavy duties on foreign importations. 
For instance, the duty on woollens is from abhut Is. to 1^. a 
yard ; the duty on raw cotton is aboul 65 . a hundred-weight ; 

* and I would say, tlfat the circumstance of British manufaclures 
being generally ctilcdlated for a cold climate, while Canton is 
placed at Uie very southernt cxtren^iity of China, 1,200 miles 
distant from thp northern, would also be an obstacle to the con- 
sumption of British manufactures. Then,'’ agaiq. tlic Chinese 
have laws directed against the use of strange and foreign tl'fngs, 
and on all occasions invcrfving expense, partj^Iarly such as fes- 
tivals, marriages, public and dornestfe occasions of rites and 
ceremonies, they are bound to use the things v.’hich in material 
and in fashion are consonant with established and ancient usages ; 
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and even in what they buy of us, they buy principally those 22 Fel). l8;jo, 
things wliich admit of disguise ; for instance, the little demand 
they have /or our white cottons is principally because they can ’ 
dye them some other colour, and thereby hide the circumstance . 
of their being foreign. • 

88®. Is there only one port in China into which foreigners arc 
permitted to trade? — Only one, I have heard that the ^Spa- 
niards have a nominal admission to another port, that of Amoy, 
which they have been obliged to abandon from the impossibility 
of coping with the exactions of the Mandarins. 

390. Have any efforts been made, to your knowledge, by 
British residents or other foreigners, to open a trade at other 
ports besides Canton ?— ^Not within my recollection. 

391. Is not the Company's mark a passport f^r t)jeir goods 

from one endt)f China to the other? — Yes; and in travelling 
through the country with Lord Amherst, I saw written up in 
Chinese characters Company's cloth.” I would observe, with 
regard to the titje “ Company,” that it is the only respectable 
term which the Chinese apply to foreigners ; they generally call 
them by names which are scarcely to be repeated : the original 
Chinese expression, Koong-sze, means a body of public func- 
tionaries. • 

392. ^ What is your opinion with relation to what would occur 
to goods not having the Company’s mark upon them, as far as 
the iiiteripr trade was concerned?— They certainly, would not 
have that^ passport. 

^93. Are you in possession of any information as to the mjvi- 
ner in which the Americans purchase^their long ellwand other 
elefths which they procure from this country ? — I am not so well 
acquainted with what occurs in England on that subject. 

What lias been the success of the free trade of tlje 
Americans and others with China ; has it^ecn a beneficial trade 
or otlierwise ? — I understand it has produced bankruptcy to a 
very considerable extent in Amerita, which is a circumstance 
seferred to in the President's message to Congress. He said 
that the principal defalcations in the American revenue had , 

• arisen in the department of the customs, from the bankruptcies 
which .occurred among those.engaged in the Eastern trade ; and 
that the best way to guard the government from such losses in 
.future was tb give it the first cl^im against* the estates pf its in- 
solvent debtors. * 

395. Has the American consfiF any control over his coua try- 
men at Canton ?--^He has not a great deal of control over his 
countrymen t he seems to be simply a commercial o fficer. 

Is any deference or respect g^id tahim by the Chinese 
authorities ?-^V^l*y lil^ indeed. The Chinese do not under- 
*stand recogniiyng for^gn dignities and authorities. 

■3®7. When Admiral Drury was in China was he respected, 
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22 Feb. 1830.; and his authority acknowledged by the Chinese authorities? — 

Z‘ Zl* ; ttij No ; they treated him, in fact, with the grefatest contempt, 

which in some measure occasioned him to lose his temper, and 
to behave with what I should call imprudence. 

398. Are you Aware of an order from the Admiralty to pro- 
hibit any British man-of-war from going to the Cliines(/’seas, 
unless under circumstances of the greatest necessity, such as 
want of water ? — Yes ; and 1 believe that order was made speci- 
fically in consequence of the miscMef that had been produced 
by mcn-of-war going to China. 

399. Were you in China at the time of the occurrence re- 
ferred to ? — I was not in China at the period of Admiral Drury's 
stay there ; but I was in China during very similar mischiefs, 
which occurred in the case of Captain O’Brien, in 1814. Cap- 
tain Richardson's case also occurred during tlief period of my 
service, though I was not actually on the spot at the time. 

400. Are the British seamen in the Company’s ships under 
better control than other seamen who come ip other ships? — 
Decidedly. There is a species of police established at Canton 
by the Company ; a circumstance that has arisen out of the 
exigencies of the case, in consequence of the mischief that 
resulted from the sailors coming up w/thout sufficient control to 
Canton, where they gave occasion to several homicides. A 
most efficient system of police has been established on the spot, 
with reference to British seamen, constituting tlie commodore, 
or senior officer of the Company’s ships (the Company’s presi- 
dent is the chief), a sort of magistrate, with perfect control 
over the t%#en, and* the , power of sending them down to th(^’ 
ships, or of punishing them when they deserve it. 

401. Do you consider tl^at if the trade was thrown open to 
ships of all descriptions, there could be a control over tlie'' sea- 
men similar to that which is exercised over the Company’s own 
sailors ? — I should think that neither the officers nor the men 
could be under the same control as in the Company's ships; 
because these constitute a sort of approximation to the footing 
of men-of-war, and therefore the discipline in their case is 
certainly less lax than on board private ships. 

402. Is there not a great trade, from the ports of India to 
China ? — Very large. 

403. What class of persons ‘’navigate those shifts which ^re 
called country ships?— ^he men are chiefly Lascars. 

4‘04. Are they under pretty '*good control? — They are under 
the Company’s control entirely ; perhaps les,s so than their own 
ships, but still under the Company’s control. 

405. Can any ship go fpom India to China without a license 

from the Company ?-^I fancy they arp licensed by the local 
governments. ^ 

406. Does not that give an authority to the local govern- 
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mciits to place, in some measure, under the control of the 22 Fei». is.io. 
Company’s autltonties in China the sailors who navigate those 
ships ? * The captains sign a penalty bond, obliging themselves ' ’ 

to co^^iforrn to the orders of the Select Committee. 

407. Have you been in any of the Company’s settlements in 
Indill? — I have not visited them. 

408. Will you explain to the Committee in what way the 
contracts are made of tea, ^and also the sales of woollen goods, 
with the Hong merchants ? — With regard to the woollen goods, 
the merchants have a decided objection to them ; and they cer- 
tainly incur a heavy loss on some of them ; they accordingly 
take them from the Company only because they are obliged. 

They take them in shaiUs, proportioned to the quantity of con- 
tract teas which each of them supplies to the Company ; and 
they take a cTmsiderable portion of them only because the Com- 
pany obliges them. I have seen accounts which evidently 

•proved that the merchants were severe losers by the bulk of the 
woollens, parti<;ularly the long-ells. With Regard to the teas, 
the contracts are made annually about the month of February 
for the ensuing season ; and they do not extend to the whole 
of the intended investment, but perhaps to about two -thirds of 
it, the remainder being Ifeft to be supplied from the offers which 
may be made after the contracts have been filled. 

409. Have the Company the first offer of all the black jeas 
that are grown in China ? — I believe they Imve of all 

410. How do they stand wdth relation to the green teas ? — 

•'IHie bulk of the green teas are also offered <o them^i the fifst 

instance. There are one or two verj^ peculiar descriptions of 
tea, small in quantity, which they do not import ; the young 
liysqn, I think, is one suited particularly to the Continental 
and Araericaq trades. 

411. Is it your opinion that an increased supply of teas coulil 
be raised to supply any indefinite de/nand in China ? — I should 
think that as the quantity increased, the Quality would detcrio- 
Vate. The quantity might be increased, probably, very consi- 
derably beyond what it is at present ; but experience has shown 
that it is impossible to keep the quality up in proportion as the 
quantity of this produce or 'manufacture increases. We have 
found severg.1 of the best species of black almost vanish, as 

• the whole demand of the Company has increased ; and* the im- 
portations of the Company into England, so far from starving 
the market, have so muCh over-supplied it, that tliere has been 
considerably abovQ a million annually rejectecr at their sales at 
thej tf)sct prTce. 

412. Do you*ljnow how many years it takes to bring the tea 
^ plant to maturity ? — I«feinnot speak very positively on that sub- 
ject ; but I should think, as it is a shi'ub, tyo or three years 
w\)«ld be necessary, or more. 
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22 Feb. 1830. 413 Has there not been very pressing orders from the 

, Directors to the supercargoes^ when you were in China, to 

^ ^ increased supply of twankay tea ? — Yes. 

414. Has there not been a difficulty in obtaining that article ? 
—I believe there lias. 

415. Was there any limitation of price* fixed, or was it 
ordered to be bought if it could be bought at all ?— It was, 1 
fancy, to be purchased at any rate. It was stated as being much 
in demand at home. 

416. With respect to the many foreigners who are at Canton, 
do you suppose that the acknowledged authority of the Com- 
pany’s representatives is advantageous to them ?-^I should 
think in two respects, politically and commercially : politically, 
they havec certainly preserved foreigners from the degradation 
to which they would have been reduced by the haughty dispo- 
sition and conduct of the Chinese government; they have 
stemmed that torrent : and, commercially, they have certainly 
kept down the priqes of teas. 

417. What effect would, in your opinion, be produced, poli- 
tically speaking, by the Company being divested of their ex- 
clusive privileges in the eyes of the Chinese ? — They would 
undoubtedly lose in the eyes of the* Chinese. The Chinese 
would infer that they had abused the trust confided in, them; 
andc in fact, they must necessarily lose all the advantages which 
they at present possess, for they would entirely Ipse their 
present character. 

'418. Tlg|it is, the Company would lose? — The Company 
would lose, and also British subjects, as the Company represent 
British subjects. 

419. Would private merchants, trading to China, receive the 
same protection as they now do, under the wing of the Com- 
pany's representatives ? — I should say they would be reduced 
to the level of the subjects of other nations who frequent 
China. 

420. What potection do you suppose that foreigners now 
receive from the acknowledged authority of the Company?—! 
would say that th^ have derived a general advantage, from 
the character of Europeans in general having been kept up in 
the eyes of the Chinese ; for t^ie Chinese cannot draw those 
distinctions which we dp : they consider all nations Vearing liats 
and coats to belong to one genj^al class, of which they certainly 
ackfiowledge the English to be the hc£Ed. 

421. Have the Company’s representatives extended their pro- 
tection over foreigners whenever they have had an bpportunj ty ? 
Have they interfered as fin* as they could, to support the rigKls 
of other nations, European and Amerifbn ?— ^No‘ particular in- 
stance occurs to ipe, at present, of their kaving done so. 

422. In the case of the murder of a Chinese by an American, 
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were you in China at that time ? — I was not in China. I have 22 Feb. law. 
heard that thefre was some disposition to take the poor man’s • *; — , 

part displayed by individual British subjects, but that the 
Chinese would not have any thing to say to them. • 

423. Have you any means of knowing in what way any con- 
templated change* of system is viewed by the Chinese, par- 
ticularly by the Hong merchants, and by any of the constituted 
authorities ? — The Hong merchants would have reason to re- 
joice in a change, if viewed in regard to their gain ; for they ,* 
would certainly be able to do wim private traders what tliey 
cannot do with the Company; they would dictate prices to 
individuals; while at present, on the contrary, the Company 
dictate prices to them.* But they would not, I fancy, willingly 
purchase this advantage at the heavy risk which they would 
incur, in the event of the trade being opened, arising from their 
responsibile character. They are responsible for the acts of all 

• Europeans ; they arc security for the ships : and the risks of fine 
and imprisonment, and even of corporal punishment, arising to 
themselves, from the acts of private mercliaifts and their sailors, 
would be so great, that they would not willingly purchase the 
advantage of trading with foreigners generally on superior 
grounds to those which they at present enjoy, at the price of 
the risks which they would incur both of the person and of the 
pockeft. 

424. What is the Committee to understand by tlie Hong 
merchants being security for the acts of private merchants? — 

The Chmese government will not deal with any ship till some 

• Hong merchant has consented to be ^nswrt'able f(^ the con- 
diict of every individual in that ship. In the case of private 
ships, much delay has arisen from no Hong merchant being , 
willing to become security, whilt each of them in his turn 
readily becomes security for the Company’s ships as they .arrive ; 
with the exception, 1 would add, of the chief Hong merchant. 

His more numerous avocations, as representing the whole Hong, 
and as conducting the affairs of the wholff Hong in their official 

•intercourse with the local government, led him to petition the 
Company to be exempted from this duty of being security * 
for their ships* They call him in tkeir language the general 
merchant; that is, the principal organ of ofiicial intercourse 
between the local government ^nd foreigners ; and on account 
• of the and attention which this, required from him, he 
petitioned to be exempted frojn the business of being security 
for the ships. He was Exempted on that ground, when hft had 
explained to theii; satisfaction the reasons of His application. 

Can you state in what year that exemption took place ? 

— I think it wa« jn the end of 1827, ior thai beginning of 182B- 
. 426. Were you ri^tly understood fo say that the Chinese 

object to foreigners, find particularly W> the English, on account 
of* their power being in the neighbourhood of the Chinese 
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22 Feb. 18.'I0. empire? — would not say object; I would say that they arc 
^ more inclined to he jealous of the English, and of course on that 
t/. /. Dai'is, account, on account of the English having got so much political 
influence in Nepaul, as well as in Ava. 

^ 427. Were you rightly understood to say, that the Companj^ 

arc preferred because they do not smuggle, and on account of 
the greatness of their trade ? — Certainly ; those circumstances 
must raise them in the estimation of the Chinese. 

428. Is not the smuggling generally and chiefly carried on 
through the country-trade ships from India to China? — I should 
say through the country trade and the Americans : both the 
country traders and Americans smuggle opium. 

429. Do the country-trade ships receiVfe licenses from the local 
governments im India ? — To the best of my knowledge they do; 
but I cannot speak to that as coming within the immediate range 
of my own knowledge. 

430. Are the Chinese aware that those country ships come 
under the license tf the East-India Company from India to 
China ? — They regard them generally as British ships, and they 
do not trouble themselves further. 

431. Do they consider them as under the authority of the 
East-India Company?— Not farther than as British subjects. 
'J'hey cannot consider them as so immediately under the autho- 
rity ^of the Company as the Company's own ships are. 

432. Do hot the country-trade ships give bonds to {he East- 
India Company?— I believe they give bonds to the East-Indian 
go^ernmenls at the»Presi^encies from which they sail. 

433. In the event of any misconduct on board of one of the 
country ships, to whom would the complaint of the Chinese 
authorities be addressed ? — ft would be addressed to the British 
chief, if that occurrence happened within the river ; but we do 
not recognize the country ships that stay outside of the river, 
which do not enter the rivei^ at all, but lurk amongst the islands 
for the purpose of smuggling opium. 

434. You stated that the price of freight on tea from China 

to England is about 4fd. a pound ; and you stated that the price 
of freight from China to Canada was about Id, per pound : can 
you explain thfe reason of the difference between the rate of 
freight of tea from China to Camda, and the rate from China to 
England ? — In the first place, the high freight of the ^Company’s 
ships to China arises from their, being a superior class of vessels ; 
and the high charge on the tea arises from more of the freight 
being laid on the teas, that is, upon the homeward cargo, than 
upon the cargo outward. * 

435. Is not it truef that different class of ^Idps is employed 
in the trade between Cvnton and CanadaS?than that which is em- 
ployed between Cauton and England? — l«should' say that the 
higher freight on the tea that comes home to England arises 
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partly from the shipping being of a superior class ; it arises, 
secondly? from a larger proportion of the high freight being 
charged upon the tea that comes home to England, that on the 
British manufactures that go out. 

436. Did the calculations you made of fd. per pound for 
freight embrace the £9 or i,‘10 per ton, which you calculate 
those ships to cost ? — I take one-half of the freight chargedffor 
the voyage, assuming the freight paid to be £9 or £10 per ton. 

437. During your residence in China, have you had occasion 
to know that the East- India Company has exported a consider- 
able quantity of Sycee silver, that is pure silver, from Canton ? 
— No, I cannot call to mind any single instance of that within 
my sJervicc, nor before it^ 

438. Are you aware of their having exported bullion in any 
other shape ? — 1 believe they did once within the seventeen years 
that I have been in their service. 


22 Feb. 1830. 

J, F» DavU^ 
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439. Was it in any considerable quantity ? — It is so long ago 
(T do not think it fs within the last twelve or thitteen years), and 
I cannot speak to the quantity. 

440. Is not the export of bullion in any shape strictly prohi- 

bited by the laws of China ? — It is ; but the Company, of course, 
when they did export that quantity, applied for and obtained 
a regulaf license. ^ 

441. Tlip Committee are to understand that the Company did 
apply for apd did obtain a license from the Chinese government 
for the exportation of that bullion ? — I was not in the Cc^mittca 
af the time ; but 1 should certainly say that tfiey did apply for 
and obtain that license. In fact, I can speak to their actually 
having applied for and received such^ license, when they have 
exported bullion. 

442. Are you^aware that, with respect to a considerable quan- * 
tity of the opium which is smuggled into China, the chests in 
which the opium is contained bear fhe Company’s mark ? — I 
n^ver saw a chest of opium in my life, and therefore 1 cannot 
speak to it. 

* 443. As a mem])er of the Select Committee, hare you not had 
occasioa to know oificiaUy that a considerable quantity of that 
opium was sold by the East-IndiajCompany\ authority in India, 
and •a license •granted to British subjects Jto carry it to China? 
— We cannof possibly be ignorant of that. The Company 
enjoys a monopoly of the growth ^df opium in India; and thene- 
fore they must be the sellers of it ; but I am confident the Chi- 
nese are perfeoely ignorant of a circumstance which is foreign to 
theiPHftflpire. , ^ ^ 

444. Are the*Co<hmitJqp to understand that the members of 
ike Select Comniittee arp tognizant of the lact that that contra- 
band article is brought to China under the licebse of the East- 
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2*3 Feb. 1830. India Company’s governments in India ? — They cannot be igno- 
rant of a fact so generally notorioua to Englishmen. 

^ ^ many of the Company’s and China 

ships were captured during the late war?— That 1 cannot state. 
Whatever may have been the number, it all occurred long pre- 
vious to my entering the service, . 

446. Do not you think that an increased demand for tea at 
Canton would naturally tend to produce an improvement in the 
quality of the article ?~I should say, from the experience of the 
past, that an increased demand for tea would produce a decided 
deterioration of quality. 

447. On what grounds do you form that opinion?— Entirely 
from the circumstance of its being a very delicate produce,, re- 
quiring a peculiar soil and climate and situation ; and that in 
proportion as the quantity manufactured is increased, and par- 
ticularly if the demand is rapid, the quantity that is hastily pro- 
duced, in order to meet that rapid increase of demand, invari- 
ably produces a (bterioration in the quality. 

448. Since when has it been deteriorated?— Since the de- 
mand has been increased, I have before stated that the Com- 
pany’s tonnage had in the last ten years increased on tlie average 
5,000 tons per annum, when compared with the nine years pre- 
ceding that period. 

’^449. From the experience have had travelling in China, 
^ flio rirrkt’oviqinft of a rner- 


^ay, thaksthough •by uie inscuuuuub 

considered as inferior t6 that of scliolars and some others, yet 
still that in China, as in every other part of the world, wealth 
must carry with it a very ^ionsiderablc share of consideration ; 
<md .that the circumstance of wealth in the Hong merchants 
‘(who also possess sqme official character) gives them a certain 
degree of respectability and consideration, even among the 
officers of their owe government : so much so, that I remember 
Sir George Staunton, after the discussions of 1814, which he 
conducted personally, and at which I was present, told me that 
he was subsequently invited to meet one of those Mandarins at 
dinner, at thg house of a Hong uicrchant. So much ipflucnce 
lias wealth, even in^ China, in conducing to respectability. 

450: Is the Amerigan consul himself personall^^ engaged in 
trade ? — I should think it is the only source from which he can 
d(?rive a liv^jlihood ; for I believe he receives no salary whatever, 

451. Do yoCl consider the Hong merchants generally to be 

M^caltby men?— Decidedly ; I should say that those who have 
escaped ruin frouf the illicit trade must bg, wealthy I 

would hardly make^ny exception at ^jpesenf.* . 

452. How mfgiy ar^ those who ha\i 0 escaped that ruin ? — 
There are at present seven, and I think there were tgu* 1 
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would say that generally/ they are wealthy men, and one or two 
of them men incalculable wealth ; nobody knows how rich 
Howqua’is. 

453. Are you able to state whether it is not a fact tliat it is 

contrary to court etiquette for a merchant to •be admitted into 
the Imperial presence at all? — I am not aware of any such re- 
gulation of the government. » 

454. How were the supercargoes designated in the edict issued 
by the Viceroy of Canton ?-2i-Tlie term generally used is Koong- 
sze, as 1 mentioned before, “ a body of public functionaries.’' 

455. Can you state the probable amount of the tonnage em- 
ployed in the country trade carried on between India and China, 
with reference to the C<*inpany’5 tonnage? — The report on the 
tiible speaks to that fact : it is nearly equal, at all qvenys, to that 
of the Conipafl}^ It arises, not from there being so large a 
quantity of tonnage actually employed, but from the quickness 
(H’ the returns, and iVom the comparative smallness of distance 
enabling one shij) to make two voyages in tlie^year. 

456. Is that trade carried on without the intervention or as- 
sistance of the Company’s servants at Cantor at all? — A ver}^ 
large portion of it consists ol‘ smuggling tracb, and therelbre 
must be entirely out of tile Company's cognizance, 

457. .The question refers to the country trade carried on at 
Canton, of which no portion is a smuggling trade ? — That 
sists prinoipally of cotton. 

458. Is*that trade carried on without tlie intervention or as- 
^sfeance of the Compan 3 fs servants at all ? — I shouhjpsay noi, 
inasmuch as that trade has derived very important advantage and 
assrstaiice from the Company’s Factory in the course of time. 

45J). In wliat respect has it reedved the protection of the 
Factory? — ’J''h^^re was an attack made by the Cliincse upqn the 
privileges and trade of foreigners generally, in the year 1814! 
The Company then made a stand ; and I conceive that they 
gained advantages which necessarily extuiided to the country 
tlade, as well as to the Company’s, 

460. Is it not the fact, that all the sales of the cargoes im- 

'ported from India to Canton, and the purchase of returns, arc 
condu<?ted by the supeiicargoes on account of tha country trade 
in ^direct comniuni cation with jjie Chinese^ merchants, without 
•any interfejiCncie or assistance from tl^g Company’s servants 
whatever ?— Certainly, we do iiot interfere with their arrange- 
ments with the Hong raef chants- • • 

461. Do you kneww whether the American trade is not carried 
on jji the same way, namely, that the American merchants have 
direct communi(?ation with the Chinese authorities and the 
Chinese mercltanls, witjteut the Interferen^ or assistance of the 
^Company’s seryaiUs ?-^With the Chinese authorities they have 
enjdpavoured to obtain an intercourse, But have been denied it, 
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22 Feb. 1830. except through the medium of the Hong merchants. They 
— are ordered by the Chinese government, if they have any thing 
J.F.D^is, fQ to send a petition in English to the Hong merchants, 
which petition the Hongmerchants are to translate into Chinese. 
The disadvantages of such a medium of communication as the 
Hong merchants is this, that, in the first place, they have in- 
terests decidedly contrary to those of the petitioning foreigners ; 
and'secondly, that they dare not, in their communication with 
their own government, urge pointf, or use expressions which 
foreigners would urge and which foreigners w^oi^a pse, could they 
write their petition themselves. The Americans have been en- 
gaged, in a great measure, in the illegal trade with what are called 
the outside shopmen, in express contravention of the laws of the 
Chinese empire ; and the government r^[)eatedly interfered to*put 
a stop to U, in consequence probably of the defalcations of revenue, 
and the ruin of the Hong merchants which ensued therefrom. 
They have interfered three or four times since I have been in 
the service. 

462. Was not ithat interference on the part of the Chinese 
government at the request of the Factory ? — Certainly not. 

463. Do you know the date of the last interference ? — The 
last was shortly before I left the couqtry, 

464. Were you in Canton in 1828 ? — Yes, I was. 

465. With respect to the country trade, are the Committee 
to^ understand that a trade, equal in amount of tonnage to the 
trade carried on by the East-lndia Company, is carriell on under 
the British flag to China now, without any interference or in- 
aerventioju of tha Select Committee as regards the commerti*.! 
intercourse between the supercargoes of those ships and . the 
Chinese merchants at Canton? — Except as regards the occa- 
sional protection which the Committee have found it necessary 
Jto extend to the British trade in general in cases of exigency. 

466. Can you state any of those cases ? — I speak particularly 
in relation to the year JB14, when a stand was made against 
the Chinese in favonr of British subjects generally. 

467. Do you think that trade could be carried on with the 
same security, if it had not the protection of the Factory ?— I 
should say not. 

468* Are you aware of a proclamation issued by tiie Can- 
ton government if. 1814, regulating the trade 'between ‘'the 
shopmen and the Americans, on a petition for that purpose ?— 
No ; I recollect a proclamation deijying what the Americans 
petitioned for. ^ There was a proclamation about certain trifling 
and worthless articles ; but this was so perfectly §itile, that the 
Americans petitioned for a set of regulations, which <sk^dd 
admit the snopmon to trade .in staple arti(|les of commerce. 
Those allowed werd^mere mats, shoesjfdrc. and articles of con- 
sumption, which ^are p^ermitted to be 4old to *'the sailors and 
foreigners generally for the supply of their occasional wanto. 
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469. Are not all cotton goods and silk goods included in 22 Feb. 18 30. 
the last proclamation ? — If I recollect right, they were all ex- 
cluded; The ultimate result of the American petition was, to 

be refused those articles which they applied for. 

470. You mentioned that there were verytieavy duties on the 
importation of foreign goods ; are there any internal duties on 
transit? — Very considerable ones, which necessarily add ^o the 
sale price of the articles that are the subjects of that transit. 

47 J. Are those fixed ibid known, or are they variable? — 

They are so entirely connected with the internal administration * 
of the empire, that it is not easy to obtain accurate information 
regarding them. 

/472. Is it easy to pass the goods, or are any obstacles 
thrown in the way ? — There are no further obstacles than those 
which arise ^om the bar that this transit duty foi^ms to the 
consumption of the article, by increasing its price. 

473. Is there any means of knowing what the rates of duties 
are ? — Yes ; tl\ey have been stated and cal jjulated according to 
the information obtained by a former tea-inspector of the Com- 
pany. The document is available. 

474. Has this system of transit duties been increasing of 
late years ? — I liave no Ineans of ascertaining that point ; but 1 
belieYC they are very heavy. 

475. Have they been of late years increased or diminished ? — 

I have not heard of their being either increased or diminished. 

476. 4)o you know how the duties are collected ? — That also 
, forms a portion of the internal administration of the empjre, 

with which we have few means of becoming acquainted, 

477. You have stated that the smuggling trade has increased 
ve^ much of late years ; has tha^ increased at the same time * 
with the system of internal duties ? — The increase of the smug- 
gling trade has been chiefly with reference to opium, which can 
have no connexion with duties, being altogether contraband. 

478. Is there not a very consiclerable smuggling trade in 
' other articles imported into China from Europe ? — I believe 

that a great deal has been smuggled into China. I know in- . 
stances where jthe articles have been detected, and a heavy fine 
has been imposed upon the Hong merchant lyho secured the 
ship, while of course the importing Eurejpean has suffered the 
foss of his^ goods. 

479. Have the Hong mcrch|^nt6 themselves taken part in the 
smuggling trade ? — Fat from it ; they were suld, not to the 
Hong merchants • but to outside shopmen. • 

You were understood to state that some of the Hong 
merchants hav^ been ruined by thev mixipg with the smuggling 
trade ? — N<ft at all r/fhey have been r^ned by the smuggling 
trade. They pay hoavy duties and e:^ctioi:|s to the government, 
on account of the advantages which their situation affords them 
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22 Feb. 1830. in the monopoly of the regular trade : and as the smuggling 
■; — . trade must necessarily be carried on by persons *vho do not pay 
^ those heavy exactions, and who in fact frequently evade the 

regular duties, they must necessarily be ruined by the extension 
of such a course of transactions. 

481. Do all the English manufactures imported into CMiina 
by the Company pass througli the fair trade ? — Certainly. 

482. Have you any means of judging what proportion of the 
. whole imports into China consist of the smuggling trade ?— It is 

impossible to say exactly how much, because the smuggling 
is secret, and therefore not so open to investigation ; but with 
regard to opium, we know that the amount of the annual impor- 
tation into China is upwards of 10,000,000 of dollars. 

483. Ta|cing^what information you have, should you say that 
one-half, or tw'o- thirds of the whole importation of foreigners 
into China is surreptitious? I should say that it is very likely 
that one-half may be surreptitious, taking the value, not the* 
bulk, because it is^the most valuable articles ip proportion to 
their bulk which are the most likely to be smuggled. Bulky 
articles, such as raw cotton, can hardly be the subjects of smug- 
glmg. 

481. You have spoken of the Company's Factor}^ making 
what you call a stand upon certain occasions ; in what way is 
that stand made? is it by abstaining from dealing and trading? 
— ITie Company turned upon the Cliinese their own Civouyite 
weapon. The Chinese had a mode of resorting to the ftoppage 
of all communication; and in the the year 1814 the Company, 
wufli very great cHiA-t, tri^d tlie same measure upon the Chinese, * 
and found it perfectly successful. 

, 485. That is to say, the Qhinese w ere not able to w ithstarid 

the abstaining from trading with them for any length of time? 
r- 7 ""Fliej gave up the point at last, 

48G, You threatened the stopping of the trade, and that 
threat brought them tp theiV senses ? — The measure of stopping 
the trade gained for the Company all the points for which they • 
contended. 

487. Can you state how long the trade w£V5 stopped upon 
that occasion?— I have not the dates in my recollection; kut it 
was for a considerable period. 

488. Did that stand, \yhich you represent to have been made, 
create any considerable distress in China? — No, it could not 
prodwee much distress among the pecJple for the time; but it 
produced considerable embarrassment to the government, from 
the delay of the duties. It gained for the Company twe^r 
three most important immunities and rights. «\mong the mfP 
m unities may be statc^, that of exemj^on frdm* inquisitorial 
visitations from the Cluncse Mandarins the Factory. They 
had been lately subject ft) every kind of insult in that wi^^ 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 71 

and tliey gained an exemption from it. With regard to the 22 Feb. is:i0. 

privileges which they gained, the most important one was that 

of direct communication with the government in the Written * 
character of the country, under sealed cover, and without any 
interference on the part of the Hong mercbgnts. 

4S9. Arc the Committee to understand, that prior to the 
year 1814, the period at which the stand was made, the Com- 
pany carried on their trade without the privilege to wdiich you 
attach so much importance, of communicating directly in the 
Chinese character ? — No, they did not altogether ; but it had 
been frequently disputed ; and it was in the year 1814 that the 
Chinese particularly endeavoured to deprive tliem of it. They 
contended for the retention of this privilege, and gained a final 
confirmation of it in wrtting. 

490. How, many gentlemen are there in the Factory that can 
speak Chinese ? — Perhaps half a dozen. 

. 491. Sufficiently to hold conversation with the natives ? — 1 

should think so ; and some of them to write the character. 

492. Were you in any provinces where tfie tea is cultivated ? 

— Lord Amherst’s embassy did not pass through the principal 
tea provinces, which are Fokien and Tchc-Kiang. Wc passed, 
however, through some where it is partially cultivated. 

493. Are not the provinces where the tea is cultivated, very 
populous districts? — Very populous. 

494. Js it not cultivated by a great number of small proprie- 
tors ? — J sliould think that nearly all tlie landed {)ropneti)rs 
in China must be small, from the mode in which property 
descends. They have, I believe, s^VHethh\g like '?lie law'* of 
descents in France, which generally divides the property pretty 
nearly amojig the children, and therefore the cultivators must , 
cortie gradually to be persons of small property. 

495. Is n^t it cultivated rather by wliat we should call co.t' 
tagers in gardens, than upon a great scald? — 1 should think the 
immediate cultivators are persons of* small property ; but tlie 
tea-men, as they arc called, those who employ the cultivators 
in performance of the contracts made at Canton, are j)ersons 
of generally large capital. 

496. Altogelther, you think there is any considerable po- 

pulation engaged in tlie cultivation of teas? — It must neces- 
sarily be sb in the productioA of the commodity, bqcausc tlie 
manufactilrc of tea necessarily involvfcs so large a quantity of 
human labour. ^ . 

497. Did you jver hear any estimate how many millions were 
supported^Dy that trade?— No; all our statistical information 

regard to, China must be very vague indeed. 

498. Cai/ydu sta^^ wliat intermediate contractors there are 
between the pultivat^rs of the tea-plant wid the Hong merchant ? 

-—The intermediate contractors arc c‘&lled flie tea-men, who at 
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22 Feb. 1830. 
J* Jh\ Dainsf 


the commencement of every year, about the month of February, 
make their arrangements with the Hong merchaijts, in reference 
to the supply of the succeeding season. 

499. You are understood to say, that the persons whom you 
call the tea*men gb into the country and buy the tea of the 
small proprietors, but they are not the advancers of the capital 
wliich. is required for the cultivation of this tea? — I must 
repeat, that all our knowledge of details in the interior of China 
must be extremely vague ; and what I have said as to the small- 
ness of 'individual property, in reference to those cultivators, is 
in fact chiefl}' a surmise of my own, deduced from the mode of 
descent in China. 


500. To what do you ascribe the circumstance, that the 
Factory know so little of the interior of the country ? — Because 
they are confined to a small corner of the empire, and their 
knowledge cannot be so great as if they had access to several 
points of it. 

501. Do you suppose that those with whom you deal pur- 
posely keep you m ignorance, or that they 'themselves are 
unable to acquaint you ? — I believe the Chinese themselves are 
generally ignorant of statistical matters ; they either have not 
the curiosity, or they do not possess .the means of informing 
themselves. 

502. How long has the trade in British manufactures '"been 
a losing trade on the part of the Company ? — I think the re- 
turns will show for a very considerable period- 

503. You know that fact from having seen the accounts ? — 

Yes. ^ # 

504. Have you any doubt of it ? — I have no doubt that they 
’ have lost in the long-run verjj. considerably. 

505. Does it continue to be a losing trade, or has it improved 
fti* that" respect?— I fancy that the Company have? got a more 
fair return for some of their articles of importation, in conse- 
quence of having dinpnishe^ the quantity. The prices have 
experienced very great depression at Canton, in consequence , 
of the importations of the Americans. 

506. Would not that circumstance have continued the depres- 

sion of your profits rather than have increased the prices,? — I 
would not say that the ^Company have gained morcy but that they 
have lozt lesBy in consequence of finding it necessary to diminish 
the supply. * ^ 

50T. Have the Factory always considered it as a losing 
trade, which was carried on rather to satisfy tl^e people of Eng- 
land than for any profit to be derived from it ? — Decidedly ; 
and I would add, that the quantity imported by»the Ameriitesi 
has not been more ^an about one-fimrth of tJie quantity 
imported by the Com{^Y and their officers, for the reason 1 « 
have already stated^;— thin the officers can afford to import 
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British manufactures at a cheaper rate, and that the Company 22 Ftb. is.u). 
have submitted* to losses which cannot be expected from 
private merchants, from any feeling of regard for the manufac- ^ 
turer^ of the goods. 

508. Of course, as this has been a losing trade, you have not 
felt /ourselves bound to extend it ?— We have extended it, and 
in fact kept it up to a point which private merchants could* not 
have kept it to, in consequence of our influence over the mer- 
chants, causing them to ta^e the goods, though they lost by 
some of them. 

509. 'Of course, therefore, the merchants that are forced to 
take the goods, must put that loss upon some other part of their 
dealing with the Comptftiy ? — Possibly upon the teas. Such a 
trade as that cannot be considered as advantageous to the 
Company ; but the Company have, I believe, continued it to a 
certain extent, in deference to public opinion, or rather in con- 
i>*equence of the public clamour. 

510. Do you suppose that the American vtho has carried on 
that trade has been induced to do it from any other circumstance 
than finding it profitable ?-— I believe it will be shown that the 
American importations have fallen off lately ; and, in fact, the 
great bulk of their importations has been in bullion ; and I con- 
clude that, if they had found the trade in woollens profitable, it 
would have been much more extensive than it has been, •yiz, 
one-fourth of the Company’s. 

511. Have you not every reason to suppose that that portion 
which they do carry on, whatever it may be, iriist be p*-4)ntablef*? 

— I should argue that it was not profitable, from the fact that 
very large failures and ruin have attended the American trade. 

512. Have you any other facts to^provc that, except the pas- 

sage you referred to in the President’s speech ? — Merely that , 
sort of knowledge which one gains in conversation and by 
reading. , 

513. If it can be shown to you in evidence, that the Ameri- 
can is making a profit of from 20 to 30 per cent, upon manufac- 
tures sent out, while the Company have, according to your own 
statement, beeir carrying on generally a losing trade in this 
article* of manufacture,* would it not be a satisfSetory proof to 
you that the (private trader has had some better means of dis- 
posing of hfe goods than the Company’s Factory ? — Certainly, 
in relation to that particular article ; the thing speqks for itself. 

514f. You state, that great advantage is derived in the China 
trade from laj^ge ships in preference to small ones. Supposing 
a pri*fate trade to exist to China, is it not to be presumed that 
the individuals, wjio carrjed on that trdde fof their own benefit 
would select the sort oPihips which carri^ on the trade to the 
best advantagef — Thai is quite a specjlative> question, and I 
caniYOt speak to the result of the experiment. 
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22 Feb. 1830. 515 , Are you aware whether the Americans have increased 

^ the size of their ships lately I am not aware of that. 

J. F. Z)at'/s, * 

Esq, 516. Do not t|ie Dutch and other European states also carry 

on some trade with China? — The Dutch have had three or four 
ships in China witnin the last three or lour years. 

517. Do they act through a factory, or in what manner do 
they' transact their business ?— They have lately established a 
consulate. 


518. ' Do not those who trade between Holland and China 
carry on their business at the place, without any particular con- 
trol from any company or factory?— lam not exactly aware 
that they arc under any particular control, beyond that exer- 
cised by their consul. 

519. Have they, within your recollection, goU'nto any diffi- 
culties with the Chinese authorities or government ? — It is only 
very lately that they have resumed their trade they were thrown 
out of by the war, and they have only resumed it lately ; in 
fact, displaced thd Americans in the supply of'Holland. 

520. Are you aware that the Dutch formerly carried on all 
their trade through the Dutch East-India Company ? — I believe 
they did. 

521. Have you heard from the merchants, or from apy per- 
soijs carrying on that trade at present, any expression ol 
opinion, that the trade was now carrying on to any .disadvan- 
tage in consequence of its being open and free ?— rl believe^ 
tljiere is something like an association in Holland, at present, 
for carry^hg on tlie China trade, if I am rightly infbrmcd. 

522. Are you aware that, though it is an association, it is a 
free association, and it is open to any private persons to make 
£| similar one ?— It is ; but very little inference can be drawn 
from the Dutch China trade, it being so very recent. 

623. But you are not aware of any difficulty arising from its 
present freedom ? — No specific difficulty ; they compete with 
other foreigners at Canton. 

524!. Do you know any thing about Cochin China ? — Very 
little. 

525. Do yoh know whether any trad'e is carried on by indi- 
viduals with Cochin China ?^I think an attempt ivas made .by 
some Americans, which proved an utter failure. F read some- 
thii^ about i{. in the Ecunbui^h Review, or in the Quarterly, 
three or four years back. 

526. Has any attempt been made on the {lart o^^he Factory, 
to ascertain whether they could increase the commerciaivala- 
tions with Cochin China, •or any of those courUri^s to which we 
have little access ?— m attempt was rm^e by the British Fac-, 
tory, in the person of Mr. Roberts, man years Ugo, under the 
auspices of the Supreme Government, but it proved a failuie. 
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527, How many years ago was that? — I cannot state, but it 
was considerably previous to my entering the service. 

528. Was it a mere trading attempt, or wa^it an attempt to 
establish some relation between the governnmts ?— It was, 1 
believe, an attempt to establish a trade. 

5^9. You stated that the Chinese felt a peculiar jealousy 
towards the English, from their neighbourhood in Nepaul and 
in Ava. Have any circumstances occurred, within your know- 
ledge, which led you to suppose that, or is it merely a surmise 
of your own ?— I think that an edict of the Emperor at about 
the cornmencement of the Burmese war, tended to prove that 
the Chinese were aware of such a contest having commenced, 
and that they had turned their attention towards their frontier 
in that quarter. , , 

530. Was t^iere any thing in the proclamation, or in what 
occurred at the period, which proved at all distinctly that the 
‘Chinese government connected the operations in Ava with the 
British at Canton? — They cannot be ignorant that the British 
nation is concerned in both places. 

531, Then you imagine that they were aware that the same 
nation which was engaged in hostile operations near their 
western frontier, was connected with the Factory of merchants 
subsisting at Canton? — I should certainly think that they could 
not be ignorant of that ; and I know very well that they are fully 
awar.c of -the existence of our influence in Nepaul ; fbr a Chinese 
general was either seen or heard of as being very near, by some 
,of our public functionaries, about the time of the Nepaul war. 

,532. Are you led to suppose that they connect the operations 
in Ava and Nepaul with the Factory at Canton ? — I think their 
pridp would prevent their making ^ch admissions to us ; but I 
feel perfectly pertain that they must be aware of our encjroach^ 
merit upon them on those two points. 

533, Are they aware that the pei:^ons who compose the Bri- 
tish Factory at Canton belong to the samfe nation ? — They cer- 
tainly have never told us in so many words. 

534j, Has any thing ever occurred which leads you to con- 
clude that theydistinctly connect the British Factory with the 
proceedings in Nepaul and ' Ava ?— Circumstances have occur- 
r^d, as already stated, which » make me* feel quite certain of 
their knowing that those who encroached upon them* towards 
Nepaul and in Ava were the British, and they must connect 
them with the British iii Canton. 

535. Yoj* stat^yd that the Chinese are incapable of distin- 
guishing foreigners at Canton ; how comes it, tnen, that they 
distinguish sq pVticularly, in the cS^e of <the British Factory, 
, its connexion with thaite operations on t^eir frontier in another 
' quarter?—- They canhot fail to know 4hat Iherc are such flags 
anti such nations as Americans and English; and they cannot, 
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22 Feb. 1830. of course, fail to know who are the English authorities at Can- 
J F~j7dvis English authorities. « 

Esq. * Then, in point of fact, they do make a distinction 

between the diluent nations of foreigners ? — If they did not 
make any dlstindcion, they could not treat one better than 
anotlier. Th^ are not capable of making sucli nice distinctions 
as w<e make ; for we can tell an American by his mere accent. 

637. Then you mean that they cannot distinguish between 
individuals ? — Certainly. 

638. You stated that the American trade has been a declin* 
ing one ; for what len^h of time has it been declining ? — I 
cannot go very nicely into details, but they are before the Com- 
mittee. 

639. It appears by the returns now before the Committee, 

that with the exception of the years 1826 and 1827, it has been 
an increasing trade ?— In amount ; but in tonnage it has dimi- 
nished: and if the amount has remaihed nearly the same^ 
while the tonnage has diminished, 1 would ascribe it to this 
circumstance, that they have given up bringing manufactures^ 
which occupy a large space, and brought bullion^ which occu- 
pies a small one ; that they have moreover diminished their 
purchases of tea, which occupies a ‘large space, and bought 
silks, which occupy a smaller one in proportion to the value. I 
began, however, with stating that tlie documents will be a bet- 
ter authority than I am. ^ 

54>0. Are you acquainted with the actual amount of Ameri- 
ci?n imports and exports for any one year ? — I only speak with 
referenc^to those docuntents which I have examined. 

641. Are you aware of the way in which the duties are paid 
by American merchants upon goods brought from the east of 
tjie Cape of Good Hope ? — I have understood that the Ame- 
rican government gave the traders a year's credit* for the duties 
they had to pay ; and that the trade existed to an unnatural 
extent, in consequeqpe of the credits arising from this custom. 
That the American government has been obliged to resort tc 
some remedy for its losses. 

542. Has the falling off in the American trade been in that 
with China, or, with India ? — 1 speak with reference to the. docu- 
ments which I have ^n relating to China. 

543. Do you know ^he actual amount of trade in the years 
1826 and 1827? — 1 have an account, I think, of 1828-9, which 
exhHsits six millions and a half^ of dollars. 

544. You state that in your travels in China you have per- 
ceived British manufactures in the interior of ChiSa ; 

state any particular^ placa where you saw thftn ; at Pekin, lor 
instance? — No ; it wl^ only in the negjhboufliobd of Canton. 
We, in fact, becajpe ^^sibie of our appsoach to^Canton by the* 
recurrence of shops containing British inanufdcturcfc. 
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54*5* Was it solely in the province in which Canton was 23 Feb. 1830. 
situated, that you saw British manufactures exposed for sale ? 

— I cannot speak to that; but it was only in the southern part ' 
of the empire. In fact, the recurrence of such goods was more 
frequent in proportion as we approaclied Canton. 

546. You stated, that it had been the earnest endeavour of 
the Company s Factory at Canton to extend their trade, iS pos- 
sible, but that they had been unable to do it ?— They have cer- 
tainly extended their trade ’very much in tea. 

547. Were you at Canton in September 1828? — was. 

548. Did you hear that a ship called the Merope had returned 
to Canton after having been a voyage as high up as to Ningpo, 
having made a very prohtable voyage, and converted the whole 
of her cargo to a very large extent into specie ?;— It^must liavc 
been entirely Surreptitious, if she did ; and I judge that her cargo 
was opium. 

• 549. Do you conceive that such a thing would be possible ? 

— I should sayyery improbable, until the fact spoke for itself. 

From surmise, I should say it was a thing that could not easily 
occur ; but that by smuggling a ship might manage to introduce 
goods in that way. 

550. You have stated, that the Chinese government have 
issued many edicts against smuggling ; have those edicts been 
carried into force or not?— They certainly have, to the utgnost 
capability of the weak Chinese government. I would say that 
they have rather shown the hostility of the Chinese government 
to the system, than that they have been very effective in sup- 
pressing it. % 

'551. Do you consider that smuggling has been decreased by 
theifi, or the contrary ?— I should nay that the weak and ill-orga- 
nizecl government of China cannot follow up its edicts by a cor- 
responding effectiveness ; and they have probably, in a great* 
measure, proved unavailing. 

552. You stated, that the Americans laboured under disad- 
-vantages in their intercourse with Chinese ; what inconvenience 
can you state ever to have arisen from the intercourse between 
the Americans, carried on as it is, and the Hong merchants ? — 

They% have suffered vpry severe distress and misfortune, in the 
case of a homicide, from their want of union. 

*553. in ^lieir commercial transaction^, to what disadvantages 
are they subject?— I should simjjly argue, from the ruin of Ame- 
rican houses engaged in Chinese commerce, that the comnterce 
has been a losing gne. 

5^^. Th8i you have no reason to suppose that there is any 
alfficulty whatever in the Americans carrying on their transactions 
with the Chinese in Chiton, biit only th^^he result of the trade 

• is probably a losing o/ie ? — A great mqjiy inconveniences. They 
capnot make their grievances known to the government. 
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22 Feb. 1830. 555. Have you ever known any inconvenience arise to them 

from that ?— Yes ; I have known individuals attempt to commu- 
^ nicate their grievances in the written character, and the docu- 

ment which contained that character was returned to them 
unopened. t 

556. Has their trade ever been interrupted in their transactions 
with •the Hong merchants ?— Very much indeed, in the year 
1821 . 

557. Has there been any other case besides that ?— Yes ; I 
believe that very considerable delay has arisen from the prices 
demanded for the teas not being suited to the Americans, and 
they have been obliged to hold back for long periods. 

558. In tliose cases have the Hong'merchants yielded ?-^It 
was not Wi'th the Hong merchants that they have generally dealt, 
but principally with unlicensed people, contrary to the regula- 
tions of the government. Of course they have dealt with the 
Hong merchants occasionally, as well as' with the others. 

559. In the casds to which you allude, in which, as you say, 
a sort of stand has been made, have the Americans generally 
obtained the tea at their own prices, or have they been obliged 
to come to the prices of the Chinese ? — I should think they 
must have given in, in most cases ; but I cannot speak with the 
same correctness to the transactions regarding the Americans 
an4 Chinese as I can with regard to our own transactions, 

560. When the East-India Company ship a qdantity of 

w^oollens to China, do they send you an invoice of thoS'e goods ? 
—'They io. * ^ 

561. Do they add to that the charges of freight, &c. as in a 

common mercantile transaction ? — It is all calculated in the 
invoice. ^ * 

" « 5G2. And then you turn that over into the* money of the 
country ? — Yes, and 'endeavour to get the best price we can, 

563. Do you turn* it ovd* at the current exchange, or at the 
%d, ? — We turn it over at 65. Sd. a tale, 

564, Is 65. 8^. the current exchange? — It is the value 
which has been settled for many years. 

5G5, How far does that calculation of 6s. Sd. vary frdb the 
real rate of exchange within ^our knowledge P-^The rate^of 
exchange at Canton, in the case of the dollar, haw been very 
fluctuating since 1 have beeq^in the country, and has fallen 
sindfe the waF. ® 

5G6. Supposing you turn over tlie invoiae amojint of goods 
into tales at the rate of 6;, 8(/., and the current exchange^is 
cither above or bel<»v that, must it not give yju a false result ? 
— I'hc exchange of tiollars is duly withfregard to the dealings 
of foreigners at f^anc^p, and foieignets elsev^here. It has 
nothing to do with the value of silver among the Chinese. The 
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fluctuations in the value of the dollar have had nothing to do 22 Fob. 1830. 
with the value of •silver on the spot among the Chinese themselves. — 

567. How do you sell the woollens ; for so many tales or so ^ ' 

many, dollars ? — The woollens are generally sjld in talcs. 

568. Which are carried to the credit of the £ast>lndia Fac- 
tory’s account, at the rate of 6^. 6d. ? — Yes. 

569. Whatever be the real rate of tales at the time? — The value 
of the goods in dollars is foqpd by turning over their price in talcs 
into dollars. 1 still say that the fluctuations in the value. of the 
dollar can have no reference to the value of money among the 
Chinese ; they are simply in reference to the exchange with 
the countries to whom those foreigners wish to remit the dollars: 
it is an affair entirely between the European in China and the 
European in Europe, or elsewhere; they have no. reference 
whatever to thfe value of the money among the natives. 

570. How do you get at the proflt and loss on these woollens, 

Decause the woollens are sold in tales ; how do you turn those 
tales over into English money? — The tale ^ a nominal value ; 
there is no coin of that kind ; it is a weight of silver, and not 
a coin. 

571. Why do you say, that the talc varies in value? — The 
value of money must necessarily vary among the Chinese ; but 
the fluctuations in the exchange of the dollar at Canton have 
no reference whatever to tlie fluctuations in the value of mcviey 
amon^ th® Chinese. 

572. Are not those woollens always sold for so much money ? 

1 — They are sold nominally in tales. » # ’ 

^73, Without any reference to the return in tea?— Certainly ; 
it is not a barter transaction. 

57A. Are they generally sold to different people ? — They are 
sold to all the Hong merchants, in the same proportion in which, 
those Hong merch^ants receive our woollens. Tlie supply of 
tea, on the part of the Hong merchf^nt^ is proportioned to the 
quantity of our manufactures which he takes from us : and tliat 
is the inducement to him to take our manufactures ; because 
the more he takes of our goods the more we take of his tea. 

The tea is a gaining transaction to him. 

575? So that, althoiigh nbt really a barter, it is in effect a 
bgrter?-^o>; because we take* much more of tea than we sell 
of manufactures. » 

576. Do you buy tea of any p«rties to whom ygu do not ^cll 

woollens? — No; we buy tea of all the Hong, merchants, and 
we sell manijfactures to all the Hong merchants, The quantity 
whick. they take of the manufactures bears a proportion to the 
quantity of their ^contract teas. . • 

577. Are the prices the contract te£y higher or lower gene- 
Vally than that of the tea which is bouglft upoh the spot ? —The 
quality is superior, an^ therefore the price is higher. 
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C. Maijor^anks, 


Martis^ 23© die Febrnariij 1830. 

CHARLES MARJORIBANKS, Esq, again called in and 
examined. 

578. Can you state the prime cost of the different sorts of tea 
per pound paid by the Company, in any given year, at Canton ? 

' — I tannot state from recollection ; but the Company’s books 
from China will distinctly show it. The common price of 
contract congo teas, which forms thh bulk of the investment, is 
25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 tales per pecul ; that is, ISS^lbs. 

579. How is that price settled ; is that according to the mar- 
ket price at Canton, or according to a contract? — There arc 
three-hflhs of the Company’s congo teas which are contracted for 
with the Hong merchants in the previous season to the season 
in which they are delivered ; and two-fifths of the congo teas con- 
sist of old teas which are purchased at the conclusion of the season. 
These teas are contracted for by the Hong merchants with the tea 
merchants, the particular descriptions of teas that the Company 
require being described to them. Upon the arrival of those 
teas in Canton they are subjected to every possible scrutiny 
which is supposed to be desirable, to ascertain their quality, 
when the prices given for them are established. 

580. Upon what rule are the prices established ? — Upon 'the 
quajity of the teas, founded on the reports of the tea inspectors. 

581. Is that with reference to the price in the market at Can- 
ton ?— Not in the case of the contract teas. 

682. Ffif what ^length of time are the contracts generally, 
entered into ?— Tlie coid!racts are concluded with the Hong 
merchants in the montli of March for teas to be delivered in the 
ensuing season. • 

^ - 583t Is it then an annual contract?— It is annu/illy made. 

' 584. Are there considerable variations in the contract from 
year to year ? — The amoui\t quantity varies according to the 
varying demand ; the'prices are not fixed until the teas are de- 
livered. 

585. Then is it a matter of agreement between the tea in- 

spectors and the Hong merchants what the price of the tea 
shall be in each ‘year ? — Not at all. ' It is*^ matter of agreement 
between* the Company’s SelecUCommittee and tha H'jng mor- 
chants. ‘ The reports of the tea inspectors are mad^ to the Se- 
lect Committee: the members* of that Select Committee are 
present in the Tea Hall where those examinations take place ; 
they hear the re'ports of the tea inspectors, and are principally 
guided by their re|>orts : but the tea inspector has nothing wiiat- 
ever to do with the s^ittlement of the price of teh ; that rests en- 
tirely with the Committee. ' ‘ 

586. The settlexien^f the price of ftja is amannual settle- 
ment ?— It is an annual settlement, so far, that I think I stated 
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that for the teas of a certain quality and certain description, 23 Fol) lB3i). 
certain prices wese given. Those prices were not determined ^ 
according to the character of the tea given the Hong mer- ' 

chant, but according to the real character which it was found to 
deserve after inspection. * 

587. ' Are those thCi contract teas ?— The contract teas, and 
every tea that comes in the Company's investment ; the pi'icc 
of that is not established by any old standard, but by the real 
merits of the tea itself. 

588. Is that an annual settlement; and do the prices, in 
point of fact, vary much from year to year ? — The prices do 
vary. 

589. Do they vary considerably from year to j^ear 3 — They 
so far vary, that* in some seasons we have a very good supply ol 
teas, and in other seasons an inferior supply; and in those 
scUsons, of course, the price paid for them is less. 

590. Can 3 ^ou give an instance of the variation from year to 
year ? — No, 1 cannot charge my recollection ; I should be sorry 
to speak to any thing which can be shown so much more accu- 
rately by printed statements . 

591. 1^0 you mean that there is an invariable price for best, 
an invariable price for moderate, an invariable price for the iji- 
ferior sort pf tea, and that the only variation in the price is r.c- 
cording to the proportion which the best, the moderate, and the 
inferior bear to each other when they are brought iuJJ — II J, 
w^re to endeavour to give the characterc\of the teas employed 
in China, I believe they would not be intelligible to this Com- 
mittee. The terms employed are fqund useful in rating the 
qualities of the teas, and the teas that arc found to deserve those 
characters are phiced under them, and the prices given for them 
are according to the quality which it is found the tea really 
|K)sscsses. 

X}92, Do you mean to say that there is an invariable price 
paid year by year for the same quality ot tea, or that the same 
quality may one year with another fluctuate in its price ?— lhat 
applies it) some of the teas, but not to all. • 

593. W^R^x^u state to what te?ts that docs not apply?#- The 
question is in some respects complex ; asj* the teas which are 
purchased as winter teas arc recdlved by different standards 
from the teas which are purchased under contract. Those 
general ques^ons do not ftpply Ic the tea investment 
' generally. , ^ ^ 

591. Can yoi>gfVe thetCommlftee thcnaiies of the teas, and 
the average amount of tne teas which ar|^ subject to that con- 
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23 Feb. 1830. tract, and which are excluded from it ? — Congo as well as twankay 
”7“" teas. Tlic part of the investment consisting of contract Congo 
^ ‘ *’ ‘s lii0,000 chests annually. 

595. What is the quality of the Congo tea ? — It is a remarkably 

good black tea. But Congo is a general term ; there are several 
different classes of congo. ' 

596. What may be the average export of congo tea from 
Canton on the part of the Company ? — Upwards of 200,000 

' chests. But this is not all contract congo ; there is a good deal 
of that winter congo- 

597. What proportion would the winter congo bear to tlic 
contract congo ? — The winter purchases of the Company ^ire, 
I think, Jrom, 90,000 to 100,000 chests. 

598. With respect to bohea, what proportion does the contract 
tea of the sort called bohea bear to the winter bohea ? — There 
is no winter bohea. The bohea tea is a lower description of tea, 
which is used as 5 flooring for the Company ’5 ships ; the pro- 
portion of that to the general investment is very small. I am 
unwilling to state the proportion, unless I could state it perfectly 
accurate ; but it is proportionably sm^all. 

599. Is not the bohea tea commonly estimated at about 9^/. a 
pound in the prime cost ? — We buy it at from 14 to 17 tales a 
petul, 

COO. What is the price of congo tea paid by the Company ? 
H-At ijfesent i\}^ Company’s price is at 25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 
tales per pecul. « 

601. Do you speak of the tale at 6s. Scl.? — 1 speak with re- 
ference to the conventional value of the talc at 6.<f. 8d. j but J 
do not consider the calc to have that value. J should say, in 
explanation of the vtalue of a tale, that I believe if a tale weight 
of dollar silver were melted down, and 6s. of English money 
were also melted -down, that they would yield nearly equal 
parts of pure silver ; which, according to that estimate, would 
not give the tale at more than 6.9. as compared with English 
money. 

602. Can you state the proportion that the port charges at 

Canton would be^ upon a pfecul of bohea tea I caimot 

from recollection. 

‘603. Can you state at whal rate bohea tea is put up here ? — 
I only know from the papers before Parliament ; I have no per- 
sonal experience of the India*House sales. Wi^Ji reject to 
the prices of conco tes^ I may state that ia the year f«25 the 
Company’s prices vof congo teas w^e reduced one tale per 
pecul upon cl^ss of teas; andT^ie result of that was,' a 
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saving upon the Company’s investment of about £20,000 sterling 2 ;i Fel>. iK Ui. 
per annum. r. ;;; — 

. , C.MarfO) 

604. Did the same reduction in price take place in other 
teas ;-bohea for instance ? — Not at that periofj. 

60,5. Subsequently did a fall in price take place in bohea 
teas ? — The price has varied, but I do not remember the prpeise 
variation. 

606. Can you state the prime cost of souchong tea ? — ^30, 32, 

34, 36, 38, 40 tales per pecul. 

607. Are there anj^ copies kept of the accounts sent liome 
by the Select Committee ? — All accounts with reference to the 
Company’s purchases are regularly scut home . 

I I 

608. Can ybu state what the Canton charges consist of? — 

Tlie charges for the establishment of the Factory, the Factory 
;cnt, the wages of Chinese in the Company employ, and there 
are certain charges on merchandise which ,cnter also to some 
amount into these charges, boat-hire to carry teas to the ships, 
linguist’s fees, marking Company’s cliests, Ac. 

609. Can you state tlie,amount of them in any one year? — I 
think the charges I speak of generally amount to about 100,000 
dollars.* 

6 10. Is not the tea taken from tlie Hong merchants, 

receil e English goods in return, upon certain shares of which 
the Ilongiuerchants have a certain quantity? — The Company’s 
bubiuess is divided into twenty-one sj^uircs, Hvhich a.*fc a})por- 
li()))ed differently amongst the different Hong merchants. The 
quantities of teas supplied by them upon contract is in propor- 
tion So those shares. ^ 

611. Are not the English manufactured goods, which the}/' 
receive in return, also apportioned in cel'tain shares ? — With 
the greater part of the woollens that !s the xrasc. 

612. Is it the fact, then, that each merchant who has a certain 
proportion of this trade delivers a certain quantity of tea, and 
receives a certain quantity of goods? — No, I did not state it in 
those ferms. 

filS. Oibvyoii give the Comrftittee an account of tbje share 
which any one individual has had in furitishing tea to the Com- 
pany ?— I can state what ^:he shai^s of the merchants are. I’hc 
senior merchant has four of the twenty-one scares, the next 
four in sucejj^sion hW' three, and the remaining two merchants 
have IWo and a h^lf shares each. 

614. What is Che am<\imt of a share?— It depends upon the 
'extent of the investments. / ^ 
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23 Kcb IB.iO. C]5. Is it equally divided according to the investment of the 
— r year?— Tlic Company’s business is divided into twenty-one 

CJfarjotihanh, apportioned as I have stated. 

G16. Do the Hpng merchants that furnish this tea all of 
them receive a certain quantity of woollens or other articles 
imported by the Company into Canton ? — No ; all the imj)orts 
are not regulated in the same way. They have received the 
greater proportion of Company’s woollens according to their 
; shares for a distinct and decided r&son, that the merchants 
have always complained that the woollens which they have 
received have been no gain to them, and on some occasions a 
loss : therefore it has been considered equitable that the mer- 
chants who have the largest portion ot the teas received from 
them, shquld fake in return the largest proportion of British 
manufactured goods. ‘ 

617. In point of fact, each individual having a share of the 
tea trade docs receive a certain proportion of woollens from the 
Company? — He rc'ceives his proportion according to the pro- 
portions I have stated. 

618. In the settlement of the account between the Company 

and those individuals so furnishing a portion of the tea and re- 
ceiving a portion of woollens, how is it conducted? — It is con- 
ducted upon the same principle as other mercantile transjfctions. 
The^ merchants, who deliver more in value than they receive, 
have the balance paid to them. ^ ' 

*619. Bkut the o»e, as far as it goes, is set oft* against the other ? 
— Not always: generall/ speaking it is so. There have been 
sometimes importations on the Company’s account at the period 
when no teas have been received. Of course, the merchants 
^dio have received the goods as imported wmuld be required 
to pay the amount value of them into the Company’s trea- 
sury. 

620. In all those cases in which there have been accounts on 
both sides between the Hong merchants and the supercargoes 
and woollens, a balance is struck between them, estimating the 
woollens at a given price, and the tea at a given price?— 1 
scarcely understand the questionl Thfe trade, in cases where 
goods a^e received ahd deliverwl, is conducted on f.iti^ar prin- 
ciples to those applyhig to mercantile transacti6ns all over 
the^world — the debtor and creditor account is settled between 
the parties, 

c 

621. In what way is the value of the woollens vetimated by 
the supercargoes ?~jThey receive information as to prices "ol* the 
woollens in the markks of China from |he Hong^nerchants, as 
well as from othe^^ soik^ecs which are o^?n to them. Though t 
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the Company s servants are confined in their commercial trans- 23 Fob. 1830. 
actions to the Hong merchants, their ears are open to informa- — 
tion frohi every (juarter which may be considered one of intelJi- 
gcnce. They are aware of the state of the China market for 
woollens and any other description of goods. ' 

622. Is the valtfe of woollens settled by the Select Com- 
mittee upon such evidence as they obtain? — It is adjustecl be- 
tween them and the Hong merchants. The Hong merchants 
have frequently been required to receive woollens, when they 
have made very serious objections to it. 

623. Are any of those woollens ever sold by the Company to 
any other parties than tjie Hong merchants ? — I think not. A 
small experimental consignment of some goods may, uj)on some 
occasion, have* been sold to some other person, *but the com- 
mercial transactions of the Company in buying and selling arc 
'^;onfined to the Hong merchants. 

62L Then it, follows, that the price settled between the 
supercargoes and the Hong merchants must be a price which is 
obtained from information about the market, and not from 
actual dealings in the market on the part of the supercargoes?— 

The supercargoes do not' go into the retail market to sell the 
cloth, but they receive information from every source which is 
open to them, and according to their information they arc 
guided in, the adjustment of prices. I believe the supercargoes 
have equgl means of obtaining general information in China 
with other persons. 

625. The fact being, that it is a sale\y one party possessing 
a monopoly to another party possessing a monopoly ? — That is 
a question which involves the word ^onopoh/, to which different 
persons give c^jifFcrent significations. The Company's is a mo- 
nopoly in some respects and not in others^ 

626. In what respect is the Compimy s trade with China not 
a monopoly? — British ships from every port in Asia are per- 
mitted to arrive in China. The Company have allowed British 
merchants to remain in China, with and without the diplomas of 
foreigq consuls ;* they have giyersevery encouragement to British 
commerce in China. There are very numerous instances which 
can be *3^Uod, where the Coufpany has Aot what is galled a 
monopoly in an invidious sense of the wbrd. I conceive, under 
the protection of the Company >*the British trade, generally at 
Canton has originated and has been preserved. , 

627 . Thcfl, so far as the free trade is concerned, is there not 
a monopoly on the part of the East-Indj^ Company for the 
export of teas tb all p.’irts of the British possessions ? — There 
arc powers vested in Ihc Company by .^cts qf the Legislature, 
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23 Ffi). 1830. to trade exclusively from the dominions of the Emperor of 
-7-* China in tea. The Company, however, give* tea licences to 
CMarjorifKinh, sliips, which proceed to different ports in Asia, to carry 

teas there for the consumption of those ports : in these, New 
South Wales is iniluded. I may state, with regard to the word 
‘‘ monopoly,*’ that since I have been acquainted with Cliipa, 1 
havCcnever known a Company’s servant there to show the least 
wish unnecessarily to restrict the limits of British commerce, or 
to interfere with the fair trader, as long as he conducted himself 
in a manner that could not endanger the general trade in 
Canton. 

628. By whom are the licences to export tea from Canton to 
India given ? — By the Select Committed?. 

« « 

629. Is not also the furnishing woollens to tfne Hong mer- 
chants a trade exclusively in the hands of the Company, in so 
far as that can be carried on by Britons?— No; they allow thei^ 
captains and officcB^ to import w'oollens into China, and I know 
no prohibition against their being imported into China in 
country ships. 

630. Is not there a prohibition of the export of woollens ? — I 
do not understand the question. 

6?1. Is it not tlie fact that they were prohibited by the Eng- 
lish law?-! am not accurately acquainted with the .provisions 
of the English law. I do not imagine that the Company ever 
exercise jjfny powqf which is not vested in them by the Legisla- 
ture. I do not rememteer that their representatives in China 
interfered in the importations of private ships. 

632. Can you state the^amount of tonnage allowed to the 

■^dicers of the East-India Company to export goods from 
England or India to Canton ? — I can only speak from recollec- 
tion of what can be much more accurately shown by documents ; 
but 1 think the Company allow their officers two-fifths of the 
ships’ tonnage upon their own account, from port to port in 
India. I do not remember the precise amount of tonnage 
granted to the commanders of direct ships ; but the Company’s 
direct ships rarely go out with full cargoes ; and no refusdl is, I 
believe, given by tha Compan3^to officers exportii^ goo^ds 
upon tlieir own accoiKit, which they may be <icsirous of 
doing, ^ 

• * f 

633. Can yoirstate the actual price at whiph cloth of different 

descriptions was sold to the Hong merchants, any^^iven 
year, by the superfpgoe^ ? — 1 must plead defect of memory 
Oil those subjects; 'those statements /arc aH regularly sent 
home. , \ * 
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634. Can you furnish that statement to the»Committec?— I 
can do so. 

635. Have the Company exported any cotton-yarn to China 
within the last few years?— The exports >of cotton-yarn to 
Canton the year I left China had been very limited. Uhe Com- 
pany exported cotton-yarn as an experimental consignment : but 
it was only within the last two years that it has been introduced 
into China. I may refer t\ie Committee to a general statement 
of British trade at Canton. I have here a Statement ol » British 
trade at the port of Canton for the year ending the SOth of June 
1828, which shows the precise amount of the trade on the Com- 
pany’s and private account. 


23 Feb. 1 830. 

C. Marjtwilmnks'y 
Esq. 


[ The tioitiicss delivered in the 
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liVlDESJCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS 


CORRECTED STATEMENT of the BRITISH TRADE at the 


IMPORTS I I Tales. 

on ac« ouiit of J Broad cloth. Italea 4,154 . . yards 431.816 553,65(1 

Ion. Company. iLongelU C,(M(3 pieces im, Of iO 57«,76t>' 

jWoTleyS 3()(( 6,066 59,600 

Imports remaming over Camlets 470 4.7o0 J«,i;J6 

Season lU‘2(>-7. ! Mohair camlets il 15 486, 

Look ells • .fofev 197,222 BVitish calicoes 612 15.306 77.112; 

yv orleys 26, (XM) Blankets and scarfs 2 71 204i 

Camlets 60,!XI4 British Iron peew/j 30,261 164,430 

Lead a .36,246 124,472 

292,126 Cottons, Bengal 39,336 86,312 798, .'>54 

J>o. Madras 12,629 27,065 240,917 

, Do. Bombay 22,486 62,829 621,725 

SaiMlalwood 32,654 1,873 16,203 




, ^ ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT ; | 

Cotton, Bengal pcc. 41,487 9/. 6»i. ^psc. ts. 390,275 

Do. Madras .387 — 9t. 5 m .3,676 

Do. Bombay 220,(kA — 9 1, 2 2,103,709 


Imported by Country 
Ships, 1828-9: 

Cotton, Bengal, 

Itah-s 16,642! 

IWuls 3.5,251 

Tides 324,5691 

II.C. Ships : 

Cotton, Bencal 34,962 
Do. Matir.as .387 
Do. Bombay 32,046 

IWw/v 67,395 Opium, Malwah .... rh. 3,080 at l,lft5 drs. i#>* c/i. drs. :i,f49,0(K) 
Do, Patna and Benares 7,191 — l,056 7,593,696 

'4<^ll.C.Slnps pec. 14.2.52, Pepper. pcc. 14,262 at 7 tffs. ^pse!T^, 

12,674 Rattans 14,614 — 5 

21, 566. Betel-nut 31,800 — 24 

I,2<i0 putchuck 1,.3M -— 12 ' 

142 Sharks’ fins 2,0;«) —.18 

lOlibanum 522 — *5 i 

666, Blackwood 700 — 6 

Ij 4.55 Sandalwood f»,15l) — 20 

,, (Ivory 762 — 80 

1> 158 Saltpetre 1,2<X) — 5A 

.I«»i Cloves 196 — 60 

.1,A52 Flints . . . 3,552 — 2 

Cutties' 25i Amber, very inferior catlies 25 — 12 drs. w cat. .. 

P< ru/A 4,liW|lron pec. 4,1^ — 2\ drs. pec. . . 

, 2dM14lLead 2,(M14 — 6 

d*ol9| riu .9>. 3,019 — 20 : 

70,Speltre 70—10 

(Broad cloth yds. 25,725 — 1 & 2 drs. t|f»* yd . . 

IMUm in,(KH»' Woollens, various kinds 

< 3.1,617 Cotton goods, British long cloth, &c. 

♦Cotton Yam e. . pec. 214 (invoice cost) . . , 

jPeails. estim.atcd value 

CJornelians, ditto 

'8,400 Clocks aud machinery, ditto 

Rice, Manilla pec. 3,00() — 2 drs. ^ pec 

Rhinoceros' horns, aird cows’ horns . . 30 — , OO 

Fish maws 210 — 75 

,r Myrrh .• 48 — 15 

25,6271 Sundries ; estimated value 


.3,253,049! 


4,510,9.57 


Opium, Portuguese 
.Ships, 11127-28: ' 

Dumaun ..f'hestsltO 
Company’s Patna 731 
Do. Malwah 410 


Chest'. 2,474 


Opium on hand, 1st July 
lil21f. i 

Patna Chc.sts 2,4H2| 

BenaTcs 421 

Mal^vah I,.5.i2{ 


2,505,660; 3,480,(183 

Dollais. I 
11,243,4961 
IK),7641 

73,070: 

71 ,.v>ol 

](>,(K»8! 

36.540i 

2,610i 

4,2(M) 

J03,lMK)j 
60.9(tf»l 
6,(i(V)| 

11,7601 

:«M)| 

10,470 

12, .504 
()0,:«to 
7(Xi 
34,467 

2.5.775 
Wi,4U7 
14,0(K) 

48,4«M>1 < 

.51,5001 

84,500! 

6.0(Kl| 

2,160 

1.5,750 

720; 

19.5,28.51 

12,3(«J,,*a)0 


Chrds 4,4:l.-,l 


♦ This cotton yam was returned to Bombay. 


Dollars ! 20,3G4,(Joo 
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port of CANTON., for the Year ending 30th June 1828.^ 


EXPORTS 
on account of 
the Hon. Company, 


Talet. 

Unloading charges 13,689 
Factory expenses 75.954 
European estab. . . 5,982 
Expen. Of schooner 1 ,205 

Talcs (»G,830 


ts. 

161,545 3,935,447| 

1,605 ti0,229l 

38,617 .... 1,043, 75}1( 

4,603 236,333) 

1,611 . . . . 01,553^ 

North American Investment, including supracar goes’ \ 

commission.. f ....j ^ | 

Cape stores, teas and sundries . 29,1(>8| 

St. Helena stores, and stores to Bengal and Bombay .... 9,‘237| 


[Bohea. pecuh 28,%7 

Congo ?■ 

Souchong 

Twaiikay 

Hyiftn 

Hyson-skin 


f 


H.C.S. to England 
tifk- Country Ships . . . . | 


^ H.C.S. 


. 1,796 


Pieces 227,000 


Ttilcit. 


5,75<;,«r2 


Port charges on 28 ships (Boyne included) 109,004| 

Unloading charges, Canton Factory expenses, Canton \ f)6 830' 

European establishment, expenses of schooner, &c. . j i 


,| 340,21.3 


ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT. 

Congo 5,666 at 21 ts.if^ pec. ..tx. 118,86(i 

Campoi, Souchong, Pouchong %110 — 32 99,520 

Pekoe 464 — 38 17,632 

Twankay 602 — 26 15,652 

.Hyson 2,628 — 120,888 

rtiyson-skiii .... ..... 945 — 26 24,570 

Gunpowder ..... 60 — .50 3,(k(i0 

Black tea 860 — 30 25,800 

Green tea 1,735 — 42 72,870 


— 2751 

Dollars 31,500 


241,000 


Table 1,660.. ./liwr 660| 
Peculs 119| 
— 262 

Pieces 5,000 


Catties 36 


Raw silk, Nankin 1,R34 — 450d?-s drtf. 825,.*MH) 

Do. Canton, of sorts 1,736 319,920 

396.40U — «B drs. lOO pcs. 388,472 

i •— •••••• 

Nankeen cloth, 3d\ 

sort, small / 36»200 - 48 

ISugar candy pec. 9,420 — I2drs. ^ pee. 

Soft sugar 34 J39 — 6. 

'Cassia lignea 3^8 — 20 

— Tortoiseshdl 56 — 1,000 



17,376 


Wrought silk, silk piece-goods, crapes, scarfs, &c.; estimated value 
Coarse china-ware 7. ditto 


Mother-of-Pearl . 


275 — 15 . 


Remittances throiijh the 
Company’s Treasury, 
1827-8 and 1828-9 : 

Dollars. 

Bills on the I 
Hon. Court ) 
Certificates. . . . irilf ,143| 


Bambrxjs and whangee canes 241,000 — 15 drs. ^ 100 

Musk catties 90 — 80 .. 

Glass beads, &r peculs 80<> — 2i) .. pec. 

Table and floor mats . . sets 2,320 

Vermillion bojees 46!) — 44 . . per box .. 

Rhubarb pecuU 262 — 65 . . per pecul 

Cochineal do. 147 —WX) .. do. .. 

D'tmosks pieces 5,000 — 16 drs. piece 

Writing paper, toys, kittysols, fireworks, lacquered ware, dec. ; \ 

estimated v^ue } 

ISeed Coral catties 36 at 30 drs. cattp 

[Brass foil peculs 265 — ,58 pecul 

fAlum, aniseed, China root, galengal, gamboge, dec. 

Gobi *..... tales wt. .300 — 26 drs. V* tale 

Camphor peculs 885 — 30 ^ pecul 

Sundries ; estimated vb4uc 


Dollars, Sycee and Peruvian silver 6.0!M.(>46| 


Bill 1 2,417,5601 


Bengal gov. 


Dollars 2,942.9 


Command on\ .gy, 
cotton bonds ) * 


205,8.34 


f40,898 
l'W!h40 
264, 11.14 
72, 

5<,,ill)0| 

2(H), 92.51 
49.1(H) 
3.61 

16, (NH) 
.3,. 584 
20,240 
17.0>‘)0 

73.. 5(H) 
80,<NN) 

38,086 

1,080 

15.. 370 
15,702 

7.500 

2(,,.5.50 

47.795 


Disbur^^ents on nineteen regular ships, at drs. p,000 each ; ^ ' 
eight chartered and thlrty-fllne country ships, at > 
drs. 7,000 each, measuremej^t of country ships included ) 


D^iianc) 


Dtllnrs. 


0,7C*M9''* 


692,767 


8,9C4,(XH 

500,001 

18,921,935 

1,442,66) 

,20,364,6(H 
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23 F*ib. 1830. 636. Does t’lat show the quantity of cotton-yarn imported? 

— — There is cotton-yarn imported on private account in this year 

C.MarJorihanks, jq amount of 14,000 dollars. 

Esq, 

637. Does the, . private trade include the trade of the Com- 
pany’s officers ? — It does. 

698. Can you state the amount of cotton-yarn imported in 
the subsequent year? — I can furnish the Committee with it, but 
I have it not with me. 

63Sr. Do you know what the numbers were of the cotton yarn 
that were exported ? — I do not remember the precise numbers, 
but the Chinese objected to very fine descriptions of cotton- 
yarn, inasmuch as they could not work it up in their cloths. 

640. Can you give the Committee any account of the cotton 
piece-goods imported? — In the year 1828, it is given to the 
amount of 06,487 dollars. 

641. You stated that the Hong merchants take a certain pro- 
portion of the Co&pany’s woollens in proportion to the quantity 
of tea furnished : is the contract for taking the woollens made 
at the same time with the contract for furnishing the tea ? — The 
price of the woollens is settled at the period at which the woollens 
are, delivered to the merchants ; the contract for the teas is 
made the year previously, and the prices adjusted when the teas 
are- delivered. 

642. The contract for the price of teas is not made at the 
same time with the contract for the price of woollens ? — The 

' prk.rr teas and the prices of woollens have no reference to 
each other ; they are elcablished separately. 

643. Does raw or manufactured produce find the best market 
at Canton ? — Raw produce, generally speaking. 

. 644. Is that because the Chinese government wdshes to pro- 

tect its own manufactures ?— I conceive the Chinese government 
have a disposition to protect their native industry and their own 
manufactures. I should be Jed to draw that conclusion from the 
^ very high duty which is placed upon the article of camlets, the 

sale price of which in China is generally about 40 dollars, and 
the duty upon it is 18 dollan\, being nearly 50 per cent, upon 
the sale value. The camlet is the nearest approximation to their 
silk manufactures. ‘ We do nqt possess the same powfi?- over the 
Chinese as we do ower our Indian empire. We bwe excluded 
the manufactures of India ^from England by high prohibitory 
duties, and' given every encouragement to the introduction of 
our own manufactures into India. By a selfish (I use the word 
not invidiously) policy, we have beat down the native manufac- 
turers of Dacca a^d other places, and have inundated ihcir 
country with our own goods. We do pot posftesa the same power 
over China ; we*mayvexclude their manufactures by high dutiec, 
but we cannot compel the Chinese to receive ours on our own 
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terms. I should think they have sagacity encuigh to protect 
themselves. . ^ 

645. Do the Chinese object to the English calicoes as not 
equally durable with their own ?— Yes, they consider them more 
flimsy and less durable. ^ 


23 Feb, IKiO- 

C*Ma rjoriha nIfSf 
Es(j. 


6^6. Arc those cfamlets frequently smuggled into the country ? 
— Very frequently, from the very high duty and consequent 
temptation. 

647. Are you acquainted with the manufactured calicoes of 
India? — I have seen them. 


648. Are they not superior in point of strength to those 
which are exported from this country ? — I cannot speak to that 
point. 

649. You have stated, that the assumed value* of tlie tale by 

the East-India Company is 6^. , can you state what is the 

assumed value of the tale by the Americans? — All the Ame- 
rican purchases and sales are conducted in doljars and cents, with- 
out any referenc*e to the tale. 

650. Besides camlets, what other articles of British manu- 

facture are subject to duty in China ? — All articles. I speak of 
camlets as being subject ‘to an extraordinary high duty; and I 
account for that by its being a nearer approximation to their silk 
manufdctures than any other article of British manufacture 
which is imported into China. • 

651. the duty upon calico what you would call a high duty, 
with reference to the duty upon camlets, for instance?^N^ ; 
the duty on camlets is higher in point af relattve value. 

652. How is New South Wales supplied with tea? — By 
licenses, which are granted by the; Select Committee in China 
to private ships which carry tea to New South Wales. 

653. Is it a direct trade. Have you a list of Chinese duties? 

— It is generally a direct trade, though * sometimes the ships 
stop at Batavia. I have here a list of Chinese duties said to be 
charged by the Kong merchants on goods imported into Canton. 
I believe this list of duties to be compiled from as accurate 
sources as possible. I have heard private British merchants 
residetit in Canton decljire the Very great diliicqlty they had in 
ascertaining the accuracy of the Chinese duties. I beg to state 
. th1aPthaTiHt*of duties was acquiVed entirely for my own private 
information, with no view to laying it* before a Committee of 
the House of Commons. # * * • 


(The 


delii^red in the samCf xjohich teas read as Jbllom :) 
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23 Feb. 1830. Estimated LISTfof DUTIES charged by the Hong Merchants on Goods 
^ “7^, , ^ imported into Canton. 

C, Marjoribarucs^ 
ksq. 


Cotton 

Sandal wood 

Black wood or ebony 

Japan wood 

Caimphor, 1st sort • • 


t. m, I 
14 3 at 


1 
2 
0 
i) 
109 
1 
1 
2 
2 
l» 

7 

5 

24 
12 
0 
24 
4 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
, 5 
4 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
I 

13 

6 

Coral beads 132 

Branchy Istsort : VM 

4t&, or tVagments ; 6 

Cotton handkerchiefs, large , 0 

small '< 0 

Broadcloth ! 

0 
0 
1 
0 
6 
1 
1 
1 
0 
6 
43 
0 
1 


t. m. r. c. 1 


’OUbatmm 

Putchuck 

Myrrh 

Cutch 

Tortoiseshell 

Elephants’ Teeth • • • • 
Rhinoceros* horns •••• 

Buflklo do 

Mother-of-pearl shells 
Birds’ nests, 1st sort • • 


Blrho do Mar • 
Shark fins 

Fish maws 

Rattans 

Pepper 

Bet^-nut 

Cloves 

Nutmegs 

Tin 

Iron 

Steel 

Quicksilver •“ 
Amber, large 
small 


^ pecul- 


each 
ditto 

„ , _ , piece 
2 9 0 ' ditto 


Kerseymere 
Camlet, English- 
Dutch • 

Long ells 

Scarlet cuttings • 

Becs’^ax 

Land otter skins • 
Sea otter skins- • • 

Rabbit skins 

Beaver skins 

Ginseng 

Cudbear ■ 

Cochineal •*••••. 


8 I ^ lOcovids 
ditto 
ditto • • 
ditto •- 
ditto • - 

J ^pecul 
Itto • • 

»» ICO • - 
ditto •• 
ditto • - 
ditto .. 
pecul- ■ . • 
itto 
ditto 


£. s. d. 

lb Avoird* 

0 8 8 

0 14 0 

0 3 3*20 

at 10«. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditfo 

• 0 4 2*40 

36 8 2'56 

ditto 

0 13 1*60 

ditto 

0 8 0 

ditto 

0 14 0 

ditto 

0 14 10*72 

ditto 

0 5 7'60 

ditto 

2 6 8 

ditto 

1 19 0*88 

ditto 

8 0 1*6« 

ditto 

4 6 0*96 

ditto 

0 2 10*88 

ditto 

8 0 10*66 

ditto 

1 10 0 

ditto 

0 4 9*44 

ditto 

0 7 <3*28 

0 8 9*60 

ditto 

ditto 

0 2 10*88 

ditto 

0 6 6*64 

ditto 

0 2 7'(» 

ditto < 

1 18 8*80 

ditto 

1 9 4*72 

ditto 

0 n 3*12 

ditto 

0 1 10*40 

ditto 

0 8 7*20 

ditto 

0 4 6*88 

ditto 

0 4 8*16 

ditto 

0 9 7*62 

ditto 

4 9 6-04 

ditto 

2 6 2*64 

ditto 

44 5 0*24 

ditto 

44 3 5'()4 

tlitto 

26 11 6'(>4 

ditto 

4 9 6*05 

ditto 

2 6 2*64 

* dit|o 

0 0 2*40 
0 0 1*20 

aach 

ditto 

0 4 6*60 
0 1 11*20 

^ piece 
ditto 

0 4 6*24 

^ 10 ft. 6 In. 

0 2 8*48 

ditto « 

0 6 7*2l> 

ditto 

0 9 10*08 

ditto 

0 1 9*60 

dit/o 

2 0 5*60 

^ I33i lb 

0 11 ;i*20 

ditto 

0 12 0*‘J6 

hundred 

0 8 9*20 

ditto 

0 3 0*96 

ditto 

2 0 9*60 

ditto 

16 6 0 

lb 

0 1 10*40 

ditto < 

0 12 10*32 

ditto 


N.B.— The China rates are reduced Into sterling at 6tf. 8d. per tale^ The covid is equal to 
12^ inches ; and the , pecul to 133^ pounds av6iTdm>oiB. ^ 

654. Could you, Yroman inspection of this dooujptnt,, '^tate 
to the Committee the amount per cent, of the duties upon the* 
valpe of any pf these articles 5^-1 can have it rated, but I could 
not immediately state it. 

655. Are those fixed duties, or do they vary, in different 
years ? — We have been told sometimes thpt the dutil‘S are 
charged differently.'*'* Every foreign trailer has b^en desirous of 
jiaying his own duties, but that has ^vays been prohibited.* 
It was among the^requisitions made by Lord Macartney of the 
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Viceroy of Canton, but was then, and has been 
refused. » 

656. Has the duty upon camlets varied mat 
rccoll^jction ? — I think that has remained steadily at the rate of 
about eighteen dollars per piece. 

657. Notwithstanding this high duty, is there much demand 

for them in China?— There is a considerable demand. > be- 
lieve it is an article in which smuggling has taken place to a 
great extent, from the tettiptation which a high duty always 
gives. *■ ' 

658. Can you give the Committee any idea of the quantitj^ 
of camlets that has been imported by the East-India Company 
into* China ? It is stated in the Returns. 

659. Are the Committee to understand, that*the »whole of 
the duties that*are paid, are paid by the Hong merchants upon 
the vessels for which they go security ? — The Hong merchants 
a1*e responsible for all duties upon foreign trade. With regard 
to the persons wjio deal outside of the Ilong', their duties can 
only be paid through the Hong merchants. 

660. Have you any reason to suppose that, in any instance, 
the duties paid by one merchant are higher or lov/er than tlie 
duties paid by another ? or is there any opening for any bargain 
with respect to the amount of duties ? — Not to my knowledge ; 

1 should be sorry to say that it were otherwise, from the gsr- 
rupt nature of the Chinese government. 

661. To what, then, do ^ou ascribe the anxiety you state to 
have been evinced by individual merchants to,* pay theia«i#«rtpr 
of their own duties ? — It was from a wi?h to ascertain precisely 
thelamount, and how far they could rely upon that amount with 
a viey to future importations. • 

662- Does not the secresy which is observed with respect tor 
the amount of duties make it always opep to the government 
officers to demand more or less fronj one merchant than ano- 
ther ? — I do not know that this has ever taken place. Tlie 
struggle between the Chinese and foreigners has always been, 
that the Chinese have endeavoured to keep the control of the 
trade in their own hands ; and but for the intervention of the 
Company, I conceive that the restriction would have been infi- 
nitcV^st)ictei;than it is now. , » 

' 663. It appears that the importation of camlets has decreased 
considerably in each year^ can jiau state any reason for that ? 

— A good many Dutch camlets have been imported by Dutch 
ships ; and camlets4iave also been imported on private account. 

66f? Has not tjie smuggling trade in camlets increased? — 

The smuggling trade in,every article *lias Mcreased within my 
knowledge to a very grfSt extent. ^ 

665. Has it increased chiefly in those articles on which the 


.subsequently, 23 Feb. 1830. 
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23Fvb. 1830. duties are h^hest? — has increased chiefly in opium, of 
“7^ which there is a prohibition. ^ 

C.Mqjjm^ihanh, Q|. rated articles, must not the tendency of the 

smuggling tr^dc be to increase most in those articles upon 
which the duty Is highest? — Certainly. 

667. Is not the duty upon camlets high? — Yes; T have 
stated it to be nearly fifty per cent, on the sale price. 

668. Therefore may it not be presumed that the smuggling 
tra^e^in camlets has increased ? — t cannot speak from any cer- 
tain knowledge of its increase. 

669. How many Hong merchants arc there ? — Seven. 

670. That is a lower number than formerly existed, is it 
not? — Within my recollection I think there have been seven, 
eight, nine, ten, and eleven. 

671. What causes have led to the diminution of the number 
of Hong merchants ? — Bankruptcies among them. 

672. How do tfche seven existing Hong merchants stand now 
with respect to property ? — Howqua, the seniV>r merchant, is a 
man of very large property. The second in the Hong, Mow- 
qua, has been a man of large property, but he is of more 
questionable property now ; I consider him still to be a very 
sufficient merchant. Puankhequa and Chun qua are both men 
of opulence. I should say the same of Goqua. Kinqua and 
Fatqua, the two juniors, I believe to be poor men, and indiffe- 
rent merchants. 

673. Have you known any connexion existing between the 

merchants an^ the Hong merchants, bv which the 
capital obtained of the outside merchants is brought to support 
the lower class of Hong merchants ?— I believe that exists. 

674t. Is not Dr. Morrisoii the interpreter of the Company ? 
— He is. 

675. Is he not also the editor of the Canton Register ? — No, 

I believe not, 

676. Is he a proprietor ? — Not to my knowledge. 

677. Are you acquainted with the statements of commerce 

which are contained in the Canton Register?— I have seen 
them. , • . , . 

678. As far as they have qpme within your information, do 

they edntain accounts^upon \^ich reliance can 6^ placed?' — 
Sometimes the information ip them is correct, and sometimes 
indorrect. The Canton Register is iike other newspapers in 
this respect. ' ^ 

679. Do the Hong merchants make any objectfevn to^enter- 
ng into security for the American ships ?.t.-.The Hong mer- 
chants have invariably declared theij; preference to being 
security for the • Company’s ships ; they wish ^to refrain from 
l)eing security for other ships. I have understood that the 
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Americans, upon occasions, could only get Hona merchants to 23 Feb, ltt30. 
become security (or the ships by agreeing to wry on their “tt- 
commercial transactions with them. aMtir^r^banks, 

68Q, In point of fact, do not the Hong merdiants* become 
security for a very considerable number of Anffmcan ships, ex- 
ceeding thirty in a .year ? ^ Every ship that arrives at Canton 
some Hong merchant must be security for. The Amewcan 
ships of late years have been below thirty in number ; only 
twenty in 1827-8, and belo\» that number, I believe, in the sub- 
sequent year, •-'-w- 

681. Is there any additional charge made by the Hong mer- 
chant upon the American ship, not made upon the British ship, 
which can measure the indisposition of the Hong merchant to 
become security for the one as compared with the other ? — 

What I have stated, I think, in some measure* answers Uie 
question, that I have known instances where the Hong mer- 
qbants have declined being security for the American ships, 
unless the agents of those ships agree to trq^e with them. I 
I conceive that srfforded the Hong merchants an opportunity of 
imposing an indirect tax upon the American ships. 

682. Where a Hong merchant becomes security for the 
Company's ship, does no4: the trade of that ship necessarily 
turn to the Hong merchant ? — Not at all. 

683. ^n the case in which the trade of a British ship does not 
go through the Hong merchant, is it not an arrangement, #ith 
the assent and permission of the Hong merchant, that the trade 
is carried *on with an outside merchant ? — If the goods are s hip- 
ped from Canton, they can only be^hippeH from tnc’w’J®- 
house of a Hong merchant, therefore it must be with his sanc- 
tion, The junior merchants, the poorer merchants, have been 
thosebmost disposed to permit such fliipments ; they have often 
formed connexions with the outside men, which have been* very 
injurious to themselves, and injurious to tljc trade generally. 

684. Are the instances numerous, in which you have, in your 
experience, known the Hong merchants to refuse becoming 
security for the American ships ? — The Hong merchants did 
not refuse to become security ; but they showed an indisposition 

*to become security, which indjisposition did not extend to the 
ships 5f the Company. • 

How«did they evince that indisposition ? — By ip some 
‘instances requiring, I have been told, amindemnity bond of the 
captain or supercargo of the MiBssel ; by the Hqpg mercl^ril 
requiring, in some instances, that he should be dealt with in 
preference to any (fther merchant. 

68§f ^low co\d^ a Hong merchant become security for a shif 
without that sjiip.dealir|g with him?-^It il’constantly the cast 
^with the Company’s sjnps ; they become security for the ship 
with no reference to their future commercral dealings at all 
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23 Feb. 1830 . The merchan^ become security successively for the Company's 
- 7 ^ ships as they arrive. 

687. What is the inducement to the Hong merchant to 
become securitv for a ship, when he has none of the dealings 
with that ship put into his hands? — He has no particular in- 
ducement to become security for an individual Company 'j ship, 
except from the advantages which he derives from the trade 
generally. 

685 J. Did you ever know a Company’s ship to be secured by 
a "Song merchant who had not a share in the Company’s 
business ? — The Hong merchants have all shares in the Com- 
pany’s business. 

689. Are not some of the junior Hong merchants in su^jh a 
state of tembarrassraent as to induce the Select Committee not 
to trust them with the management of the shaves assigned to 
them, but that those shares are managed by other more re- 
sponsible Hong merchants on their behalf? — Not now. In 
former years, wK^en the juniors have been in difficulties, such 
has been the case. 

690. Do the Hong merchants ever become security for private 

ships which do not deal with them ? — I cannot say that they 
have not done so. ‘ 

691. Is there any indisposition on the part of the Hong 
m^jcchants to give security for country ships r_l may say, to a 
certain extent, it has been ; for they have require^ indemnity 
bonds, upon some occasions, to be given by person s^conhected 

.t he country^ trade, to protect them against any exactions 
from tRe government, ii event of deviations from the Chinese 
regulations on the part of the persons connected with .that 
trade. ^ 

692. Did you ever know that course adopted with rbspect 
to American ships? — I have been told that it hUs been ; 1 have 
been told that indem’hity bonds have been required from Ameri- 
can agents. 

693. With respect to ships of other foreign countries, Dutch 
ships for instance, are you aware of any indisposition on the 
part of the Hong merchants to become security for them ? — The 
Dutch trade has been very limited of late yeafs ; but I ,am not 
aware of any such yidisposition. 

694. Will you describe the process that takes upt&A the 
arrival of a ship, for the purpose of finding a merchant to 
become security ? — As far as'the Company are concerned, it 
has been arranged that the Hong merchants shall successively 
become security for the ships as they arrive. ^ , 

695. Within the«ast two or three years hae not one 0 ?* those 

Hong merchants become insolvent ?—^cs. ‘ 

696. Which of them is that? — Manhtop. ^ 

697. Has he still a share of the Company’s business ? — No. 
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698. Would Manhop be asked or permitted Mo secure one 23 Feb. 1830. 
of the Company*s^hips ? — He is no longer a merdnant ; I believe "TT 

he is at this moment at Elec, in the centre of the 
Chinese Tartary. ^ 

699. Is not his hong still at Canton, and i^^ the list of the 

isecurky merchants ?•— No ; he is a bankrupt, and his hong is 
dissolved. • 

700. Did he not remain at Canton some time after he became 

a bankrupt and compromised with his European creditors^ — I . . 
believe he M^as kept in very close confinement, by order of the 
Chinese government, for a number of weeks. He was very 
much addicted to opium smoking, and I believe that was bis 
only consolation. • 

701. If one Hong merchant failed with money beloni^ng to an 
European in hisThands, arc not the Co-Hong responsible for that 
debt by the law of China?— By the 1^ of China to a limited 
amount only, to the amount of 100,000 tales; that is the Im- 
perial law, but that has never been acted upoft. 

702. You stated that there have been other ports besides 
Canton where other Europeans have had access, as Amoy ; can 
you state vrhetlier the same mode of carrying on business through 
Hong merchants exists at*those establishments as at Canton ? — 

1 stated.that the Spaniards still possessed the privilege, which 
I believe to be a merely nominal one, inasmuch as they bave 
token no advantage of it of late years ; therefore no mercantile 
establTsbm^nt exists with a view of carrying on trade, because 
tliere is no trade. ^ ^ 

703. Do you know whether there #as an establishment of 
Hong merchants for the purpose of carrying on trade there ? — ^ 

Therc^is no foreign trade there now ««^hatever, and therefore np. 
merchants. I believe there was in former years. 

704<. Do you know what was the establifbment when foreign 
trade was carried on ?— Upon referciye to the records of the 
Company, I have seen a description of persons spoken of during 
the early periods of our trade, designated government mer- 
chants ; those persons have been persons who were put forward 
by the Chinese government to deal with foreigners, and respon- 
sible t(fthe government, •much in the same way riiat the Hong 
merchant ar^ now. The early jjeriod of our trade with China 
sliovi^the commerce very ill conducted, a^d displays the English 
character to very little advantage.^ The Portuguese and Spa- 
niards, the Dutch and English, ISrst appeared on fhe coasts* of 
China as a race of rgen eagerly desirous of wealth, but careless 
of the tpjaaaify hv which it was obtained. The Chinese were at 
all times their masters in the arts of fi^ud |nd deception ; but 
it cannot excite silrprisejjhat a people wisely estimating the ad- 
vantages of peace as th(3ffirst of blessings whiclucan be besotwed 
upon a pation, sllould have regarded the constant contentions of 
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C. Marjinibanksy 
J2s^. 


2:^Fdb. 1830. the^ <^arty ad^entutefd with the and indifference 

-*-*• which they deserved. / 

705. ¥ou have given in a table showing that the barter trade 
in the year en&ir^ the 30th of June 1828, in the port of Canton, 
amounted to 20,364,000 dollars ; can you state what proportion 
that bears of the whole foreign trade at Caifton ? — I could give a 
statefnent of the amount of American trade, if it were not already 
before the Committee ; and a comparison of the two statements, 
of the Dutch included, woflld give the result. I should 
say the British trade at Csnton is very considerably beyond all 
the others. 


706. By this statement it appears that the trade on the part 
of the Company imports 4,518,000 dollars; and that on pri^ate 
account, •including 11,243,000 dollars, the amount by the 
private individuals is 12,365,000 dollars. Will you state in 
what manner this accounf*^is made up, to enable them to show 
the amount of imports of opium, whdn it is a prohibited article? 
— I have already •stated, that though the Committee in China 
are confined in their commercial dealings to the Hong merchants, 
yet, like every other description of persons in their situation, they 
receive information from every source which they consider good ; 
and when they are desired by their employers to furnish them 
with accounts of tlie opium trade or others, they consider it 
their duty to make such inquiries as may elicit the best Informa- 
tion upon. those subjects. Not dealing in opium tjiemselves, 
they cannot speak to the practical part, but they rec^eiveinfor- 

S ' ’ >n from British agents and others who do deal in it. The 
d^intercoufise whieh has always existed between the re- 
Spectaole class of British merchants in China and the ropresen- 
•» tatives of the Company, induces the British merchants to com- 
municate readily infbrmatidfe upon those subjects ; at least I have 
Always found it so. 

707. It is slated htere, that 3,080 chests of Malwa opium is 
valued at l,l85 dollars per chest; in what manner is that valua- 
tion obtained ? — From the sale. Those prices are not put down 
by the Company’s servants ; they are obtained from the British 
merchants Who deal in opium. 

708. Are the Committee to understand, that althotrgh the 
trade of opium is prohibited under very severe oenajlies, yet 
that thfe quantity imported, and the prices at wbidi it is Soid, is 
as regularly known as any otl^er article which is authorized and 
regularly imported ?— It is made no* secret of; it is generally 
known by the parties who deal in it, and tpey communicate it 
to others. The priebS of opium are always given it ♦he Canton 
Hegister, a public nt^wsj^pcf. • 

709. Is It not an instruction from thu Court of Directors, that 
no Englishman fti China shall in any Way be concerned in the 
importation of opiutnP^No; there is no Such order from the 
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Cottrt of I>iireciQr^ : (fee Comply prohibit Qf thftir oiro ^3 Feb. if ^ 
servants from dejliog in opium. f 

710. Are you aware whether ai^ of the Company^g marhg 
arc put on the chests of opium imported^ froip l^wa and 
Bengal ?— I cannot speak acciirafc<?ly as to tlfl& fact*. The <mly 
time I hmre saen pphim was w^en it was taken of th0 
chest. I do not know tiiat it ia.§o, and J do not know tbal it is 
not. 

71L Is opium landed jn China?— I bpye nndemtood 

that on bopd country sbipe tiloy break up the chesl^nml ' ' 
put tl>e opium into bags, in whi<?h state it is delivered to the 
Chinese. The chest is a cumbrous article, and t)iey wish to 
gct^id of it. The clies^ does not find its way into the Chinese 
boat ; it is, I believe, left in the ship. 

712. Can yoti inform Committee how the trade*of opium 
is carried on? The quesition refers ^ to tjhe transfer of opium 
firom Uie country ships to the opium boats ? — When I first went 
to jCUW) the opium trade was ut Macao, fn^n which it went to 
Whampoa, and h now confined to tlie islands at the moutli of 
the river. The opium smuggling boats go alongside the ships in 
the oi>en face of day, and the opium is deliveied to them upon 
tlieir presenting what is called an opium order from the agent in 
Canton. 

713. *18 this trade carried on within the view of the officers of 
government and the men-of-war boats of the Chinese ?--i^Ve- 
quenriy within the view of the men-of-war boats. 

714. Are there boats stationed on the part of the Chinese 
authorities within reach and view of thji^ trade*? — Not r^ufarJy 
stationed : they frequently go and come there. They are con- 
stantly manoeuvring about, and often report to tlie Canton autho* h 
ritiesn:lxat they have swept tlie seas of all smuggling ships. The 
ships remain tliere just the same. 

716. Have you ever known any case ii¥ which they have in- 
terposed to prevent the carrying on of this opium trade ? — The 
Chinese have frequently interposed by the strongest proclama- 
tions. I have known some instances in which the opium boats 
have been seized, and the crew have had their heads cut offi. 

716% Has that happened wkeft they have been detected 
the riv^o or at the place among the islands where the trade is 
.caCVKed on ?— They have been detected in flitferent parte of the 
river. They are tried and convicted in if very summary mannm * 

The custom-house office]^, by ^om the opium is •seized, •Ire- 
quentJy on such occasions light a fire on the tgp of a hill Jn a 
consp icuou s situation. The opium .is declared to be burnt, but 
J beliSVF^ne of.it is put into, the fir^ ^ 

717. Theof irTpointjff fact, the interposition, although it may 
be connected with thejx^s of life, does not It^d to the cessation 
of the trade?— No, it does not. The Chinese goyernment, 
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23 Feb. 183(X with respcct to opiunty consider it as a traffic that aught not to 
exist. An Imperial edict is supposed to be indisputable, and 
CMaTj^hanks, anything contained in it not to be contravened. They never 
acknowlddge it as a trade. 

7 IB. Therefor^ the existence of established laws against 
foreign trade and against foreigners by no means admits of pre- 
sumption that the practice is according to the law ?«— No. Prac- 
tice and profession are much at variance in China. 

719. Then, in point of fact, it piay be said that the smuggling 
iTSCT^in opium is carried on with the connivance of the Chinese 
authorities ? — With the connivance of the lower Government 
authorities ; I am not prepared to say of the higher authorities. 

720. Is that the case ha the smuggling of other articles ?— Yes, 

it is. , , 

721. Have you known of seizures being made^bf opium in the 
interior of China?— I have heard of them. I believe the opium 
finds its way to all parts of the empire, and within the walls <9f 
the Imperial palaee at Pekin, though it is displaimed and de-^ 
nounced as a poison. 

722. Is it carried on without interruption ? — No ; it is liable 
to frequent interruptions. The persons who carry it from Canton 
are obliged to conceal it about their baggage, to evade the 
search of the Chinese officers. 

7^3. How can a trade of such an extent be a secret trade ? — 
It is an illicit trade. 

724. You have stated that the smuggling trade hi opium is 
to the islands at the mouth of the Canton river? — It is 
there that it is principaRy conducted ; the foreign ships anchor 
there, and the opium boats go alongside of the ships there. " 

. 725. Is it carried on at atiy other parts of the coast ? — J have 
known opium ships go along the coast with a view to disposing 
"'of opium, but I believe unsuccessfully. 

726. Is the smuggling trade in other articles carried on in any 
other parts of the empire? — Not to my knowledge; it is all at 
Canton, 

727. Was there not a ship called the Merope freighted with 
opium ?— I remember a ship of the name of Merope, in China. 

728. Did not that ship sail to the northward, and dispose of 

her cargo somewhefe about the ports of Amoy anti Ning-po ?— 
1 heard that she went^'along the coast, but tlie extent of her 
catgo I am qot aware of. ^ 

729. Have you ever known the Hong merchants deal in opium ? 

—Never, to my knowledge. * ^ , 

730. Do you unc^rstaqd the consumption of opium m China 
to be rapidly increasing? — Very rapidiv, I think. I stated that 
the year 1 left China the importation ouopium was supposed to 
be between 13,000 and 14,000 chests, which wtis a very eoni* 
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siderable increase. I have a statement of the c^sumption and as Feb. i sso. 
value of the Indbn opium in China, from 18I8-#9 to 1827-8. 

" C^Mayjoribanks, 

[ The xvitness delivered in the same*'] i?4* 

STATEMENT of CoKsaumoN and Valvz of"NDiAif Owith in 
* Cj^na, from 18ia-19 to 1827-8. 



Patna and Benares. 

Malwab. 

Total. 


Cheitft* ! 

Valu^. *1 


Value. 

ChcBU^ 

Value. 

1818- 19.. 

1819- 20.. 
1.820-21.. 
1821-22.. 

1822- 23.. 

1823- 24.. 

1824- 25.. 

1 825- 2(1.. 

1826- 27.. 

1827- 28.. 

3,050 
2,970 
3,050 
2,910 
1,822 
2,!ll0 
2,655 
3,442 , 
3,66 1 
5,114 

Do/tars. 

3.050.000 
3,667,950 
6,795J)00 
6,038,250 
2,828,930 

4.656.000 
3,119,625 
3,141,755 
3,668,565 
5,105,073 

1,530 
1,630 
1,720 
1,718 ' 

4.000 
4,172 

6.000 
6,179 
6,308 
4,361 

JtMiars. 

1.109.250 

1.915.250 
2,605,800 
2,276,350 

5.160.000 
3,859.100 

4.500.000 
4,466,450 
5,94l,r>20, 
5,251,760 

4,580 

4,600 

4,770 

4,628 

5,822 

7,082 

8,655 

9,621 

9,969 

9,475 

Vo/larf* 

4,169,250 

5,583,200 

8,400,800 

8,314,600 

?,988,930 

8,515,100 

7,619,625 

7,608,203 

9,610,085 

10,356,833 


Canton, 

10th November, 1828. 


731a Is that statement conhncd to opium which has passed 
the Company’s sales in India, or does it include the .««f)iuiii 
whioli is Smuggled from India to China ? — I believe it includes 
the Mal^a opium, which comes from the Portuguese port of 
Demaun. • 

y32. Is there any Turkey opium imported into China ? — 
There is. 

733. To any considerable extenf? — In some years, I believe, 
it has been to*the extent of 600 or 600 peculs. The amount of 
a chest of opium is considered exactly oije pecul. 

734. Is the Turkey opium better w worse than the Indian 
•opium ? — Very inferior ; it is used by the Chinese to mix with 

the other opium. 

735. Does it go from the Mediterranean ?— It is brought 
fromtthe Levant; chiefly from •Smyrna, I believe. 

736.,By jvhat class of trader^? — Ihav^known it come from 
' iSlncapore; *and I have known it brought^ by American fillips. 

737. Have you known it brought by European^ships ? — I do 
not remember any being'brought by European ships. 

738. At:e you a^are whether the Company’s ships are allowed 
to taW^t any ^Turkey opium from Engl|nd ?— They are not ; 
they are prol^ibited by,a regulation df the Company. 

739. Are the Bengjfl ships allowed to taki^out any opium ? — 
I do not knov/. 
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SB Ffb. 1630. 740. Are yo« not aware that many effi<iers in the India ser- 
CJtf take^ opium from Europe to Clain^ and have been 

^ circuitously instead of taking it in the 
Company^ sh^ips?— I have been told that the Company’s offi- 
cers have speculated in opmin on their jown ac^un^ by having 
it sent on from India lo ^ina. 

741. Do you know upon what prineiple the Chinese govern- 
ment prohibit opium ?— Upon a moral principle. 

7^, In the statement you h|ivO delivered in* there is an 
account of 1^,920 talcs value of woollen ramulning of the season 
of 1826-7, whilst the imports from Europe in that year of 
woollens amount to 1,279,000 tales; can you state whether that 
is about the usual quantity of stock renaming in the Company's 
stores at Canton ?— The Company have very rarely any goods 
remaining on hand. It has occurred once or twice, when the 
importation has been larger than the market would take off ; 
but they generally get rid of all goitds as they ane imported. ^ 

743. Have they'any portion of their cotton, or iron, or lead 
which they export remaining in store ? — No. When I say no, 
I speak generally ; goods occasionally remaining over to a trifling 
extent. 

744. Generally speaking, then, the Company are able to dis- 
pose of their importations into China in the course of the 
season ? — Certainly, 

745. Are the Committee to understand that the amount on 
private account in this return of goods imported iixto China 

- the couqtr 3 >^ trade, the amount imported by officers of 

Company’s drips, and sM other British subjects ? — I believe it 
does. 

. 746. In the statement uf the exports, it appears that the 
valuu of goods exported on account of the Company, with 
their charges, amounted to 8,765,090 dollars, consisting entirely 
of teas ; wnll you inform the Committee whether the Company 
trade in any other article as an export, except teas?— -Not 
now ; their investment is confined entirely to teas. They used 
to deal in raw-silk and nankeens, but they have not lately. 

747. Are you aware why the trade in raw-silk and narrkcens 

was discontinued? — ^The Company lefl Chose trades very* much 
to their commanders and offioejrs. ^ ^ 

748. Were there ^eny other articles, since you have been at 
Oa^on, besi^s dlk and nasikeens, in which the Company 
dealt ? — None to my recollection, except tea. 

74^. Are you aware to what place the ‘silk and nankeens 
are now principally exported from Canton,?— I beneie the 
manufactured silks exported from Canton go , principally to 
America; and tl^e raw-silk conies a deal of it to this 
country, and very little of it to America. 
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750. Avt you dwarfe that oflaie years a largo qratantity of raw- 
silk has been sen^ to Sinoaj)ore ?--^I know con^nments have 
been made of raw-silk to Sincapore ; 1 cannot state to what 
e9ttei\t. 

751. Is any tea consigned to Sincapore ?— ?No tea ean leave 
Chin* except underdicense of the East-India Company, which 
I have stated is frequently given to country ships to export to 
ports in Asia, for consumption in those places. 

752. Has any license bedh granted to Sincapore ?— Smcaporo 
must have been included among other places. The licehse'IST 
of course, to a limited amount, according to what appears to be 
the consumption in those places. 

7^53, Is there any means of ascertaining the extent to which 
such licenses have been granted by the factory ^t Qanton 4o 
those several places? — A list of licenses which have been 
granted has been kept. 

• 754. It appears that the imparts on account of the Company 
were 4,500,000,*and that the expmrts were •7,800,000 dollars ; 
how is the difference in value made upP^The Committee hi 
China draw upon the Bengal treasury for the amount of the 
balance of the trade. 

755. How does the op*eration take place, and how is the ex- 
change jnade? — The Company regulate that exchange generally 
according to the value of 8ycee silver, which is Chinese bu llion, 
and of dollars in the Chinese market, in order to ascerfam at 
what* rata they can secure the money being paid into their 
treasury for bills. The standard of Sycee siljer and of doll/^js 
differs considerably. The value of Symee silver is parts of 
purtj silver ; the standard value of dollars is computed at B9| ; 
and notwithstanding that difference, the premium which the 
Chinijse Sycee silver bears over the uollar is not generally above 
three per cent?; so that, generally speaking, the Chinese* giva 
five per cent, premium for coined over .mcoined bullion, the 
preference being given to coined bullion from a knowledge 
^f the accuracy of its standard. With reference to the rate 
at wdiich the Sycee silver is in the Chinese market com- 
pared with dollars, the Company regulate their exchange upon 
Bengal. The treasury at Canton is generally opened under 
very favourable circumstances, inasmuch as oflate years the 
Gompaify hawe granted bills at 202, 203, aftd 204 sicc^ rupees 
for 100 dollars; those bills are drawn^upon the Bengal go- 
vernment, in most season^, to tte amount of abopt 3,000,p0O 
of dollars. 

750. What is it that makes the remittance so favourable to 
BcngJwSifrthe yjart of the Company Canton treasury 

forms, to a certaui extent, a remittanfce for the proceeds of the 
sales of Indian producipns of opium and of cotton. 

757. Are the Committee to understand that a larger portion 


loa 

23 Feh. 1830. 

CoMar^r&anksy. 

Ksiql 
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23 Feb. 1830. of the investing t of teas for England is provided by bills drawn 
by the factory\ t Canton on the Bengal presidency ? — A portion 
CMm^mbanks^ of it is. I may say that the Company’s home investment is 
entirely pi*ovltJed by the sale in China of English manufactures 
and productions l/f our Indian possessions. It is the proceeds 
of those possessions seeking a return to India that enables us 
to get money upon favourable terms. 

758. But those proceeds are supplied by private trade, not 
by any trade which the Company hat between India and China? 

result from private trade between India and China, as 
well as imports from India on the Company’s account. 

759. Will you state if you can at what intrinsic value the 
Spanish dollar received in Canton for , bills on Bengal may,be 
valued in^ English money? — It varies; dollars are more or less 
valuable in the market, according to the quantity of them ; I 
have known the exchange above 6s. and below 4y, 

760. In the statement that you have delivered in, it is stated 
that the Factory /deceived for bills on the Honpurable Court of 
Directors 78,200 dollars ; do 3 '^ou know what was the exchange 
in that year ? — 1 do not remember at what rate that specific 
sum was drawn ; I should think it must have been 4^. 3d. in 
that year; but of late years the trcalsury at Canton has not 
been open for bills on the Court of Directors. 

741 . There is an item described as certificates 447,143 dollars 
received into the treasury at Canton; will you state .what cer- 
tificates are? — Bills which are granted by the Gnmniittee 
^ ii^ Can^m to conynanders and officers in their service, to afford 
them the means of reiftittance for the profits upon their in- 
vestments ; they differ so far from bills, that the rate at which 
' they are drawn remains tq be adjusted by the Court in Eng- 
land. ^ 

762. Tliere appears in the exports from Canton Sycee silver 
and Peruvian silver 6^094,000 tales ; is that exported by private 
merchants or by the Company ? — The Company have occasion- 
ally sent dollars to Bengal ; they do not export Sycee silver. 

763. Under what privilege is that silver exported? — ’Tlie 
Chinese Jaws prohibit the exportation of any metals. Dollars 
are allowed to he exported from China, but not bullion ; hut it 
has always been expi)rted to a jarge amount. 

764. Is any cevtifioate obtained from the custom-house to 
permit the exportation of bulljon from Canton ? — Of dollars, not 
of Sycee silver. 

765. Then all Sycee silver exported must be contraband ? — 

Its exportation is prejhibited by l^w* , ^ 

760'. Has the Company ever exported any dollars or Sysee 
silver since you were at Canton ? — Dolfers they have. 

7G7. To what places have they exported tliem ? — To Bengal, 
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768. Are you able to state what quantity jthey have ex- 
ported? — I remqpiber one season to the atnountpf half a million 
sterling. 

76J9. Was that export of silver a surplus o^mi^ney after pro- 
viding for their investment, or was it silver obtained for bills 
gran^d in Bengal?*— It arose in that season from the imports 
having sold at a much better profit than was expectctl, and 
the treasury containing more money than was required for the 


23 Feb. 1830. 
C.Mtiriortha nkSt 


provision of the home investment, it being contemplated by the 
Select Committee that the supply would be very seasormblcntT 
the Bengal government at the time the dollars were sent. 


770. In what year was that?— It must have been in 1817, 
I tliink. • % 


771. You ^ated on a former day, that the dbmpttition on 
the part of the English merchants, if the trade was opened, 
j^ojild raise the price of teas. Is not tea almost the only arti- 
cle which has been kept at a fixed or nearly ^fixed rate in China 
since you have been at Canton ? — I have mentioned variations 
which have taken place in the price of tea during my recollection. 

772. Are you aware that cassia, silk, camphor, and generally 
the exports of China haye been reduced in price, whilst tea 
has remained nearly stationary ?— No ; I do not know the fact 
that aU exports of China have been reduced in price. 

773. Did not the competition of the Americans vaim the 
prica of sdme peculiar sorts of tea ? — With respect to the green 
teas, it h^ls always had that tendency. 

774. Are they much higher now lhan they wereT^— Tlity 
are; higher than they were, and we nnd greater difficulty in 
obtaining them. 

776. Do you know (he proportioh in which they have risen*? 
— I cannot state that from recollection. 

776. Is it not in the power of the Americans, or any other 
country, if they give a higher price than the Company, to obtain 
jtea ?— I should think it was. 

777. Can you state whether green tea is used by the natives 
. in China, or whether it is not principally an article of export ? 

— I have been told tha^ it wa^ principally for the foreign market, 
but I believe it is also used in the country. 

. -?78. *Have you any reason to*doubt the* capability of its in- 
crease to any amount to which ^ the deftiand might arise? — I 
have already stated, that^f late**years there has bieen more-dc- 
mand for it than tlje supply would meet, from, which I should 
be led tojHoubt the capability of its increase# 

779?^Ha8 not that arisen from the greatidemand which Ame- 
rica has had fer green tpa, they* being the principal customers ? 
— That has entered infc the'eauses of it. • 

780. Are you aware what increase has taken place in the 
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23 Feb. 1830. exports of gre^n tea, including the supply to America as well 
as to the Comf)j;^ny during the seventeen years ^you have been at 
C.Marhrihan s, p — | cannot State it from recollection. 

781. Are}feU|^pot aware that it has been considerably in- 
creased ? — I believe the export of all teas has considerably 
increased, and the export of green has increased in coihmon 
with f the others: the Company’s exports of teas from China 
have within my recollection increased considerably. 

. ^ J782. Arc you able to state whether the Americans purchase 
tlie greater part of their teas from the outside merchants or from 
the Hong merchants? — I believe the best part of the Ameri- 
can business, that is, the most respectable part, is conducted 
with the Hong merchants. * 

783. Is it not notorious that the outside merchants supply a 
very large proportion of the American trade ? — I do not know' 
what proportion. I have stated that the outside dealers fre- 
quently make sliipmenls tlirough the hongs of the junior mer- 
chants to very cbnsiderable extent ; 1 have no means of 
ascertaining what that extent is. 

784. You were understood to state that by the firmness and 

conduct of the Select Committee, they have been able to resist 
impositions on the part of the Hong merchants ?- Innovations 
on our privileges by the government, and attempts to r^iise the 
pric^« of teas by the merchants. We cannot afford any inno- 
vation on our privileges, for they arc limited enough ;*'but those 
attempts that have been made to raise the prices of tea's by com- 
bingtio^s among,tbe merchants, have been put down by the 
Company. • 

785. If the Company had no longer a factory there, but the 
British interests were represented by a consul, what, in . your 
opinion, would be the effect of an union ol‘ all the, European con- 
suls at Canton, in case of any attempt at imposition on the jiart 
of the Hong merchants ? - I conceive that tlie interests of dif- 
ferent European merchant's resident in China wmuld be so likely 
to be at variance, that it would be very difficult to reckon upon 
the possibility of such an union. But supposing such an impro- 
bable result to take place, I conceive the Company’s authority 
would derive very little acquisrtion of power or influence from 
such an association.^ 

786. *You have stated that tlie influence of the Company de- 

pends upon their beirig the l{|rgest dealers at Canton ? — I have 
stated that as one cause of the^power und influence of the East- 
India Company^ , 

787. Are you not aware that the influence of any- .^ion, or 
of any individual in 1 series of years in a comfiiercial port, must 
depend upon the extent to which they aV^y on tHcir trade ; and 
if, under the protection of a British consul, tl^^e British trade 
was increased by being thrown open, is it not probable that tlie 
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influence of that consul and of that nation would continue as great 2.i 

as that of the Company ? — No ; I do not believe jjliat the Chinese 

government wou>d consent to receive a King’s lonml : 1 mean, 
to acknowledge him as the representative of the smwjr^ogn of this 
country, or to receive him in the character \fhiCTi we attach to 
him. Even on occasion of an embassy, the name given by the 
Chinese to an ambassador is that of a tribute-bearer, a man 
who brings presents from an inferior Prince to lay them at the 
feet of their Celestial Emperor. I believe if the Company’s 
chief were vested with thd ppwer of a consul to-morrow, that 
his condition in tlie estimation of the Chinese would 'not be 
altered. In cases where our men-of-war have been in China, 
or any King’s officers, the Chinese have shown every indisposi- 
ti(ib to acknowledge tl)^jm. 1 do not believe that the Chinese 
w^ould be brought to acknowledge a King’s representative under 
the impressions which wc have of such a representative. 

788. Was not Lord Amherst the representative of the King, 
find not of the Company ? — He w'as the King’s ambassador. 

789. Was ngt he received as such? — 1 repeat, that the 
Chinese have no name for an ambassador; they consider him 

a mere bearer of presents — tribute as they call it. A persor 
jiersonating his sovereign, in the capacity of a negociator, is 
one that their laws do nbt consent to recognize. In an inter- 
view ol‘ an ambassador with Chinese authorities, they ask bin 
how old his king is, and how old he himself is, or how man} 
children Ijc has. If important business is alluded to, tlif*y^starl 
as if* a hidden snare was laid open, and arc silent. Fhcy art 
ever ready to bring in aid of their views the most unfoundei 
falsehoods ; and with these the mor^ veniaf equivocations o 
European policy are but little able to contend. 

790. Was not Lord Macartney received, and had he not ai 

andlhnce of the Empcior, as the representative of the King o 
England ? — Ho was received, but not in the character which wji 
attach to a King’s representative. , 

791. Does not that arise from their not conceiving that an} 

• foreign pow^r is on an equality with the Emperor? — In some 

measure, from [»resumption of that kind. They consider Chint 
the centre of civilization, and their Emperor the sovereign o 
the universe. ^ ^ • 

792. Arc you able to state whether they consider their govern 
. (Ticnt n)ore*on an equality with the Kings representative that 

the Company’s representative? — They Snow the King’s repre 
sentative to be a man ofihigh ilmk. I stated, with reference tc 
a King’s consul ty; Canton, that I do not believe the Chinese 
would recognize such a person, attaching to him the same cha 
racteP'ffiat w^e tU). ^ t 

793. Do Vonceij^c they (>ver would have received a depu 
tation from the Cornptiiy as they received a deputation from thi 
King of England at Pekin? - No, I do not, although wc Imv. 
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23 Feb. 1830. little to boast of the reception ^iven to either of our embassies. 

— — In reply to thii^uestion I may state, that the members of the 

aMarj^ihankst ggi^ct Commit^e Were requested to proceed ^o Pekin, I think 
in the year 1^9, to be present at the celebration of the Em- 
peror’s birth-daj^ They declined proceeding there, it being 
understood that they would be required to submit to very |;iumi- 
liating compliances. Had they gone, 1 believe they would have 
been* treated very much as other deputed persons have been. 

794. Then why sliould not the representative of the King of 
' '"£ngland, as a consul at Canton*, if he has a superintendence 

and control of the same extent of trade, be equally respected 
with any representative of the Company ?^I think the conduct 
of the trade gives the Company’s representative an advantage, 
as well as that the Chinese have been ’accustomed to no other. 
There is<at t^is moment a King’s consul in Qhina, having a 
diploma from the King of Hanover. I believe his existence, 
as a public functionary, is as little known among the Chinese 
as in this country. When a British admiral was in China 
the Chinese would not receive him. The Committee said, 
here is the King's authority, appeal to him ; they said, we know 
no such authority ; we recognize none other but that of the 
Company to which we have been accustomed, and all transac- 
tions with them must be through their representative. 

795. The Committee understood from you that the Chinese 
govQfviment are very unwilling to trade with any country ; that 
they are, in a great measure, independent of foreign ’trade^J — I 
stated that 1 believed that China, more perhaps than any coun- 
try in .the world, was independent of foreign commerce, inas- 
much as it possessed nearly every variety of climate, and had 
the necessaries and luxuries of life supplied by successful agri- 
culture and extensive inlai;td commerce. I did not say^ that 
the Chinese were averse to trade ; I believe any aversion to 
foreigners to have its basis in political jealousy. 

796. Will you hav^' the goodness to state in what manner the 
Company were able, in 1814, when they stopped the trade with 
China, to succeed in carrying their point, and in resisting the 
demands made upon them at that time ? — By perseverance, I 
believe. 

797. That is to say, by stopping tlie trade ? — By stopping 
the trade, in the first instancy, and by firmness And decisiqn 
until their objects werq obtained. 

798. Did they not stop the^'jvhole British trade ? — Yes, they 
did.* 

799. Were they able to stop the trade'of any other Euro- 
peans ? — Any other Ipuropeans were not involved in th^^festion, 
and the Company never thought of atteijipting it. , 

800. What, in your estimation, was inducement to that 
concession on the part of the Chinese?— I should say, a know- 
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ledge as well of the power and influence of the E^st-India Com- 23 Feu. 1830* 
pany, as well as a great reluctance on the part df the Chinese 
generally, that thty should be deprived of the advantages of 
their trade. I am not aware that I stated that the /Chinese were 
indepe'ndent of foreign trade ; I stated that thef attadied a very 
considerable value toj't. 

801. Are you able, from any documents you have ever seen, 
to ascertain the amount of the duties which the foreign trade of 
Canton produces to the gqyemment ?— 1 have already stated 
that 1 had heard it estimated Chat the Imperial duties sent to ^ 

Pekin were 2,000,000 of dollars. I have also heard it called 
2,000,000 of tales. 

802. Who were the parties at variance in that dispute between 
the'Hong merchants and the officers of the Company ? — The 
dissension was between the Chinese government ahd die repre- 
sentatives of the Company. 

• 803. Was not the local government at Canton backed by the 
Imperial government at Pekin ? — It was. • 

804. Then are the Committee to understand, that the stand 
made on the part of the Company, by the stoppage of the trade, 
was sufficient to induce the Imperial government to give up the 
resistance they had made to the demands of the Company?— 

The resistance made by the Company at that time produced 
the resfllt which I have stated ; but no demands were made by 
the Company from the Imperial government of Pekin, 

805. Dp not you imagine that the stoppage of the trade 
caused great inconvenience to the merchants, and that it wjs 
their influence which induced the government to yield ? — I be- 
lieve it produced great inconvenience to all classes connected 
with foreign trade; great personal inconvenience to the mer- 
chants themselves, and, of course,* to all natives in any way 
connected witlf the trade. 

806. You stated, that there had been an edict issued by the 
Imperial government, which the Cotnpany's officers resisted ; 
was there any edict of revocation ?— I cannot state whether 
there was an edict of revocation, or whetlier it became a dead 
.letter. 

807! How long did tke suspension of the trad^ continue ? — 

About t^o i^ontbs. , • 

808. Was there any other reason assigned for withdrawing 
the order of prohibition than thereon venience arising from the 
stoppage of the trade ?— I dare say there were many reasons 
assigned for it; I orfly know what reasons I assigned myself 

809. ^A"fe you aware whether the Vicerof^ of Canton has any 

interest or participation in the profits arising from the commerce 
at Canton ?— I should jjfiink he had. ^ 

810. If the prices of woollens and of the different articles of 
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23 Ffb. 1830. import into Canton were reduced, would not the trade of Canton 
. be thereby cbnsiderably increased? — That is too general a 
^ ^ question for wie to answer. * 

811. In fhpse years when woollens have been cheaper than 
ordinary, have 3 ^u sold more of them or not? — The Company’s 
supply of woollens has been regulated with reference the 
supposed demand, taking one year with another. 

812. Have you known the price of woollens consideralily 
lowered by the imports of Americans or other foreigners ? — I 

'^have known the importation of ‘Dutch camlets to interfere with 
the sale of British. 

813. Have the prices in China been lowered in proportion to 

the lowering of the prices in this country? — The sale prices of 
the Comj>any’s woollens in China have very materially decreased 
within my recollection. ^ 

814. In fixing the price there, do j^ou fix any per-centage of 
profit upon the English prices?— We are regulated by the de- 
mand of the Chfliese market without much^ reference to the 
cost value. 

815. Are you aware that the quantity of woollens irnported 
by the Company decreased from the years 1809 and 1810, when 
they were 262,000 pieces, to 123,000 in 1827 and 1828? — 1 
believe the statements laid by the Company before Piv’liament 
on y^is subject to be correct. 

816. Have you any means of knowing whether the imi>orts 
by the Americans and other nations in the same tiiAe have in- 
cx’eased much mere than this decrease ? — 1 am not prepared to 
draw a comparison. ^ 

817. Is it within your knowledge that the Company have ad- 
mitted individual merchants in London to fill up any vacant 
tonnage in their ships upon their application for the export of 
woollens to China?— I have been told tliat they have done so. 

818. Can you state at what rate per ton ? — I cannot. 

819. Were the goods so exported confined to the Company’s 

Factory at China, or were they at the full disposal of the mer- 
chants that sent them there? — My recollection is, that they 
were not confined to the Facto^ry. . « 

820. Were they a free consignment to any hou^.e established 
at Canton ? — J believ^ so. 

821. What could they receive return for those goods? — I 
do not know. 

822. Are you certain that the Comjiany ^lavc per jiiitt ed per- 
sons to send out mfnufacturcs from England,, leavingTRem the 
dis])osal of the consignment at •China, and not confining them 
to the Company’s Factory?^ — That is vfy impression; but I am 
not certain of the fact. I believe goods belonging to private 
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merchants have also been sent out in the privilege tonnage of 23 Feb. 18 ;J 0 . 
officers. ^ | 

823. Are you aware wlicthcr the Company’s servants have 

ever nnide any representation to the Ilong n^rciiants on the 
subject of the American dealings with them ; that is, on the 
iiicrca.^e of dealings \<"ith the outside merchants ? — There were 
some discussions which took place in the year before last, in 
which the Company were engaged, which had reference to the 
question. • , 

824. What was the nature of that correspondence on the part 

of the Company with the Hong merchants ? — The greater part 
of the proceedings on that occasion has been jiublished ; it was 
not SL correspondence whicili was confined to the Hong merchants, 
but extended to the government. Though a mambej: of the 
Select Commitlffc, 1 was absent from China at the Indian {)re- 
sidencies when the discussion took place, and I differed in o[)inion 
wfth the Select Committee as to the expediency of several ol' 
the measures ado^)tcd. • 

825. Have you seen the documents ? — 1 liave. 

826. Can you state the nature of it? — The discussions with 
which the Committee wer^ connected originated in tlie bank- 
ruptcy of the Hong merchant Manhop. At the period of his 
bankruptcy, it appeared that his insolvency was very much 
owing to his connexion with the outside dealers ; and thc^yiong 
merclj^ints •generally, as a body, were very anxious that the ex- 
tent of that dealing should be limited, inasmuch as they bad 
sustained very serious losses from being held responsible for the 
bankruptcy of junior merchants. The® Americans being con- 
nectt?d with some of the outside dealers in question, were de- 
sirous to support them, and anxious^ that the Hong merchants 
shouhf nowise interfere with them. The American mcrchantfi 
had, by the te*mptation of higher prices, succeeded in some* 
j)revious seasons in diverting from the Company's investment a 
portion of the teas which were contfacted for by the Hong 
naerchants; and it was with the viev/ to prevent the recurrence 
of that, that the Loiimiittee gave every encouragement in tlieir 
power to the Hong merchants, to prevent as much as possible 
the coftnexion of the outside ^ dealers with the j^uniors of live 

, , * . 

• fi27. Arc tlic Committee to understand that the Hoitg mer- 
chants of their own accord wer^ williiig to deal with the 
Americans, and had dcak with^the Americans, but that flic 
Company’s servant^ interfered to prevent it ? — No ; I did not 
state tlig^ 

828. Did not thje Comjpany’s servanis interfere to prevent the 
Hong merchaflts dealing with the Americans ?-- No, not the 
Hong merchant^. * • 

You hjvc state^l that the Select Committee w ere vested 
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23 Feb. 1830. by hw with power to exercise a control over all British sub- 
m — jects at Canll^. Do you apprehend that there would be any 

aMnrjoribanks, danger to the British interests at Canton if English free traders 
were permifteci to export teas from hence to the Continent of 
Europe, supposing that the ships’ crews and supercargoes were, 
whilst in China, subject to the control of the Select Committee, 
in tjbe same way as all British subjects resorting to Canton now 
are ? — I have stated generally, that I conceive any great ex- 
tension of the private trade m C^ton would have a tendency 

• to endanger its security, inasmlich as there would be a greater 
resort of British subjects there, amt, they would be more likely 
to come into collision with the Chinese. 

830. Do you apprehend there would be any danger to the 
British interests at Canton if English subjects were permitted 
to trade between the United Kingdom and, China in every 
thing but tea, supposing the tea monopoly to continue as it 
now is, in the hands of the East-Indii. Company ? — I thin|[ I 
have already answ ered this question. I conceive, also, ^hore 
would be a considerable temptation to smuggle tea into this 
country. 

831. Supposing that, in addition to the powers now vested 
in the Select Committee at Canton by law, they were ac- 
credited from the Crown and acted solely as a consulate, without 
having any concern in trade either for themselves or others, 
butf^'iercising a full control over all British ships and subjects 
resorting to Canton, would there be any danger, ‘‘under such 
circumstances, in throwing the trade entirely open I do not 
think they couW^ possess, under such circumstances, the power 
they do at present, inasmuch as the control of the commerce 
adds materially to their influence. 

* 832. Do you think tlmt the Americans, upon the whole, 
•purchase their tea less cheaply or more cheaply than the Com- 
pany? — The Company, I think, purchase their tea on more 
advantageous terms. ly‘onceive that impression to exist upon 
the minds of the Americans themselves, inasmuch as I have 
frequently seen the word Company printed, which is ndt 
the habit with the Company’s investments, upon tea-chests 
consigned on board American vessels. I was informed that 
the name “ Company* attached* a quality to those teas‘ among 
the Americans, which would pot belong to them^.if tfcat mark 
was not upon the chqst. This left an impression upon my mhid, 
that even in America the hjjbef was that the Company got 
better teas than any other purchasen>. 

833. Are you aware of a proclamation issued on July the 
2d, 1828, permitting an intercourse between the*iAp'ericans • 
and the outside merchants in certain article^^ although exclud- 
ing them in others ?-^The outside nieifchants were, always per- 
mitted to deal in certain articles, china-ware and all retail 
goods. They used to trade at the same time in manufactured 
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silks; but that was by a connivance of the law. Within the 23 Fel lfi30; 
last two years they have received permission to deal in manu- ^ , 

factored silks as ^yell as in other articles. i ^ Ma^^^^banh, 

834, Do you recollect the issuing of the proclamatioirrcferred 
to ? — have read the proclamation. 

83-5. Was that subsequent to the discussion that took place 
between the supercargoes and the Hong merchants? — It, was 
subsequent to the discussions to which I have alluded. 

836. Was it about that •period? —It was in consequence of 
the discussions that had taken place. 

837. Can you state whether teas may not be frequently pro- 

cured at Manilla and many of the Eastern islands as cheap as 
in China, and with the s^rae facility ? — I have never understood 
so to any amount. , 

838. It appcArs in the Report of the Committee which sat in 
the year 1813, that Mr. James Drummond, now Lord Strath- 
allan, who was the chief of the Company's Factory, gave his 
opinion that they certainly could be procured as cheap, and 
frequently cheaper ; do you concur in that opinion ?— I believe 
it could not be procured at those places in any quantity and of 
good quality. As far as Manilla is concerned, the Spaniards 
have shown little disposition to encourage the resort of British 
subjects to that place. 

839. If the English trade were to become a free trade, and 
no longer in the hands of the Company, would not that, iff }mur 
opini<»n, break up the Hong and cause a different constitution 
of the Cbmese trade? — I conceive it would lead to results upon 
which no person could speculate, from^the v^y peculiar cha- 
raetpr of the Chinese. I should be sorry to say that the English 
power could not compel the Chinese to come to any terms they 
chose* to dictate, but the result of that, I think, would be an 
interruption oflhe amicable relations that now subsist. Admit-, 
ting that such an open trade could be quietly conducted, the 
Hong merchants might possess an aln\()si. unlimited power over 
it, were they to form a close combination against individual 
traders, and received, at the same time, the support of their 
government. 

• 840. As those relations arc merely relations of trade, are you 
not oPopinion that the trade would find its own relations after a 
little tirye q|' confusion that mjght perhaps result from the 
change ? — I conceive it is very difficult apply general prin- 
ciples to the Chinese, or the conduct of their government. 

841. Supposing the trade to continue a monopoly trade for 
the consumption of teas in England, and that English ships and 
EnglishtW^rchants were permitted to carry on an indirect China 
trade, that is to sajjr, a trade between <ghina*and other parts of 
the world; wo5ld that, in your opinion, endanger in any way 
the authority of the (Company's Factory in* China? — I have 
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23 Feb. 1830. stated that I think every increase of the resort of British subjects 
“p— to China would more or less affect the security of the trade. 

C.Mnrpuhanh, resort of British subject! to China always 

necessarily confijied to a very small spot ? — It is. 

843 Are you of opinion that, even if the commercial inter- 
course was increased, that could affect th^^peace of the country 
out pf the reach of that small district to which it is confined ? — 
I do not think the Chinese would increase the limits in propor- 
tion to the increased resort of Britirit subjects. 

844'. As the amount of trade would probably not be aug- 
mented, but the only difference would be that British subjects 
would carry on a portion of that trade which is now carried on 
by the Americans and others, could tlkat either require a larger 
extent o/ ground upon which to carry it on, or could it in any 
wMy involve the Company’s Factory in any increased risk or 
danger ? — It would be in proportion to the increased extent of 
such a trade; the probable involvement in difficulties with the 
Chinese would regulated by that. 

845. Suppose twenty British ships should &e substituted to 
carry on tlie trade which twenty American ships now do with 
the continent of Europe, and that the Company should remain 
as they now are with the monopoly of the English market, 
would any danger arise from that substitution .^—1 believe that 
twenty American sliips are not now employed in the trfide. 

sTtf.' Suppose that substitution to take place, whatever the 
number might be ? — It depends very materially , upofi the 
qumber; 1 think the danger would be in proportion to the 
increase. ' i 

§47. Supposing a like number of British s]ii])s to replace tlic 
Americans which have carried on the carrying trade of Eurojie, 
‘would there be any danger in that case? — 1 think tliere is a dif- 
' ference on this account, that the crew^s of English ships come 
more readily into collision with the Chinese than the crews of 
the American ships ; there is a more prudent and wary character 
belonging to the American, when compared with the careless 
and reckless spirit of English sailors; in that case, I think 
danger might result if those men were in ships which were not 
under any well-regulated discipline and control. TIiq supe- 
riority of thd sliips of the Company m point of discipline and 
arrangement is generally manifest ; in proof of Uieir superior 
efficiency I may mention, that since I liave been acquainted with 
Cljina, indeqd for the last twCtty-four years, there has not been 
one single instance of a homeward-bound China ship being 
either lost or captured. During this period between 400 and 
500 of these fine merchantmen, the most perfect evc^4i'aown in 
the commeix'ial history* of the worl(J^ must have navigated 
between China and Great Britain, jf^part of the distance of 
14,000 or 15,000 miles being through seas, of difficult and 
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dangerous navigation. This may, I think, be received as a 23 Feb. 1830. 
proof of the efficiency of tlie China ships of the Company, as tT 
well as of the skill jof the officers by whom they aJb commanded ; * 
many other advantages might be stated which they possess. 

848’ lias any inconvenience resulted fronf tlie increa.sed 
number of country slvps trading to China? — There lias been no 
proportionably increased resort of Europeans to what would 
take place in the event of an open trade, inasmuch as the ci*ews 
of the country ships arc corntjosod of Lascars ; but I have known 
some violent acts take place in*China from persons conijected 
with country ships. I may mention one which occurred three 
years ago amongst the ships at Lintin. The captains of some 
of those vships, which were American and country ships, saw a 
C'hihese boat captured by one of the custom-house boats, which 
were there upon duty. They imagined that the Chiiu^sc boat 
contained one oi* their own people, and they immediately went 
to his rescue. Upon going alongside the Chinese war vessel 
they w'cre warned off ; and upon insisting upon going on board, 
stones were thrown at them by the crew of tl^e Chinese vessel. 

The Lascars in tfie boat were ordered to fire upon the Chinese 
boat, and upon that occasion one Chinese was killed and ten 
wounded, one of whom afterwards died. The Chinese govern- 
ment considered that it was the act of pirates, and indeed it very 
much deserved that cliaracter. A stoppage of the trade might 
have taktn place, but the Chinese were at that moment in no 
temper to enter into discussions. It was discovered aftc*KPards 
that i¥) pcr*son belonging to these ships, had been seized by the 
Cdiincse v^ar vesseL I conceive this was conduct which the 
Company’s representatives in China, if appealed to by the Ciif- 
ncse^ must have considered indefensible. 

849. In what year was this? — In 1827, 

85(7. Have you ever known any such act committed^ by' 

Jkitish subjocts'in China ? — This act was committed by British . 
subjects. I have known affrays of sailors with the Chinese. 

851. Can you recollect any instance! of any boat’s crew of an 
kuliaman trader ac ting in the way in which you have stated the 
crew of that vessel die! ? — No, 1 do not remember any instance 
.that I can compare with it. 

852? Are not there sometimes* British sailors pn board the 
country ship^? — Very few. ^ , 

•*1^53. Were you at Canton at the time wjien Sir Murray Max- 
well forced his way up the river ?yr-I was. 

854. Did not he fire into the fort?— -He did, and the walls of 
the fort were in parf blown down. 

855. %\9iat was the result of thaf^? — Sir Murray Maxwell, 
upon arriving in the Cai>ton river, was molested by the Chinese 
war vessels, He appeltled to the Viceroy gf Canton. No 
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attention was paid to his appeal, and he determined upon moving 
up the river. Upon his being fired at by the forts, he laid his 
sliip to, and fiLd several broadsides into them, when he pro- 
ceeded up the river and anchored in the harbour of Canton. A 
Chinese deputatiln came the next day from the Viceroy to con- 
gratulate the Committee upon the mannipr in which Captain 
Maxwell had conducted himself. We were hardly prepared for 
such^a result, but upon asking an explanation, they stated that 
though he had been fired upon by the fort, he had not fired a 
single gun in return, and that in consequence he might be per- 
mitted to come up the river. In point of fact, it was more than 
the Viceroy’s situation or perhaps life was worth, to admit the 
possibility of an English frigate forcing the port. 

866. Did not they allow a vessel commanded by Captain Hall 
to come tip immediately afterwards ? — Captain Hall was in com- 
pany with Captain Maxwell, and came up either at the same 
time or soon afterwards; 

857. Was not it the fact that the Lyra, in which Captain Hall 
was, was not stopped as the Alceste had been ^ — To the best of 
my recollection she was not molested, at least to no great extent. 

858. Do not some of the Americans keep some fast-sailing 
vessels for the purpose of forcing a contraband trade on the coast 
of China ? — Not that I was aware of. During the period of the 
American war the American vessels that came to China wore 
very sliarp built, partly acting as privateers, and partly to enable 
them to escape from our raen-of-war. I should s»y th^t the 
Americans have lately altered the construction of their vessels, 
they now build squarer ships. 

859. Are you aware of any fast vessels being kept there for 
the purpose of smuggling upon the coast ? — 1 have never known 
that they were built Ibr that purpose. I have known American 
schooners engaged in the trade, and these were fast vessels. 

860. Are not the smugglers of China a very powerful body ; 
do not they move in^ considerable fleets upon the shore ? — Not 
in fleets ; their boats are very well manned and armed. 

801. Do not they set the government at defiance ? — Entirely, 
1 should say, where they have sea room. 

862. Do you suppose that the ^overnmenti is capable of keep- 
ing them under ? — They possess no marine force capable, in 
my opinion, of suppressing them. 

863. Is the force of the smugglers upon the increase or upon 
the decrease? — The smugglirtg trade of China is materially upon 
the increase. 

864. In what way do the Portuguese at'Macao buy^nd sell 
with the Chinese ?-^ The Portuguese trade at Macao is very 
limited. Following gradually the decline 6f tlie power and 
resources of the piother country, they liave dwindled into insig- 
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nificance. The Portuguese have frequently applied for the 
privileges of trade at Canton, which have always been refused 
them. They are obliged to have their teas brougit from Canton, 
but they are not allowed to reside there ; they are confined to 
Macao, which at one time was a very importaiA settlement, but 
now exhibits only tho ruins of former prosperity. 

865. During the time when the commerce of Portugal to 
Macao was considerable, did the Chinese go down to Macao 
to buy their articles and sjell others, or how was the trade 
carried on? — It was variously* carried on. At one time by a 
coalition between Chinese and Portuguese merchants, which 
lasted but a very short period, as the Chinese were found to be 
very much their superiors in industry, as well as in the arts of 
deebption. Tliey were affterwards compelled to purchase from 
the Hong merchants, and in trifling articles from the outside 
merchants. 

^^866. Has any trade arisen with the Brazils?— Not to any 
extent, that I am aware of. 

• 

867. Is there any considerable coasting trade carried on by 
the Chinese themselves? — There is, I believe, Ido not know to 
what extent. 

868. Do you know whG4ther any vessels sail from their ports to 
the islands of the Eastern Archipelago — Yes, they do ; few 
proceed* from Canton, from the circumstance, I conclude, that 
the produce of the islands of the Archipelago is brougl^t there 
in foiatiign Ships. The principal trade of these junks is from the 
province of Fokien, the province where the black tea is grown. 

869. Of what size are the vessels? — I have^ieard the largel^t 
estipiatcd at 600 tons. They are by no means sea-worthy. 

870. Arc you aware that they import tea into Sincapore ? — 

I have seen statements of it, but I hilve no personal acquaintance' 
with it. • • • 

871. Have you ever heard of the Amerjcan vessels smuggling 
it directly from the tea provinces ? — Never. 

* 872. Are you aware that the Chinese vessels now go to 
Bengal ?— No, I am not aware of that. 

873. Do those vessels that leave China for the purposes of 
foreign trade requif e ar\y license? or is the trade contraband ? — 
The principle of the Chinese government has always been to 
.pf e?cnt*the Emigration of its suWJects, and ^to discourage their 
engaging in foreign commerce. No insurnFountable impediments 
are placed in the way of, the Chinese foreign trade, though it 
has been disclaimed by the government, as being an improper 
trade for its subjects to engage in. 

874. Are the Chinese permitted t/) leifve China by law? — 
They are not by law. • 

875. Is not a considerable portion of the population of Sinca- 
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pore, Chinese? — It is; nearly all the islands of the Eastern 
Archipelago are inhabited by Chinese, who form the most indus- 
. trious portion the population. 

876. Have you ever been in the interior of the country ? — I 
have not, to any^great distance. 

877. When the Chinese go to reside in foreign countriet, are 
they allowed to export their wives ? — No. The Chinese v\rho go 
to foreign countries seem never to go there with a view to fixed 
residence. They are remarkable their nationality, and as 
soon as they collect a competence they return. They arc pro- 
hibited from emigrating from China, and that prohibition of 
course extends to their wives, which is an additional assignable 
reason for their not becoming fixed colonists. 

878. Are not woollens worn by the natives at Canton during 
the wint^ months ? — They arc. 

879. Are not the cold months at Canton February and March ? 

— The cold season is from November to April. < 

880. Is not the climate at that period much colder at Canton 
than it is at Calcutta ?— It is ; the two climates are distinctly 
different, though nearly on the same parallel of latitude. 

881. Is there much intercourse between the Chinese and 
Japan ? — There is some intercourse between the Chinese and 
Japan, but to a limited extent ; the Chinese are looked upon at 
Japan with the same distrust as other foreigners, perhaps more 
so, frOkii the proximity of their empire to Japan. ^ 

882. What difficulties exist with respect to any tradcVitli 

CJpehin China an^ Siam? — The extreme jealousy of tlie govern- 
ments, and the kings ofiithese countries putting themselves for- 
ward as the first merchants in their dominions, requiring* the 
right of pre-emption of all commodities, and attaching their 
Own prices to them. We Wave endeavoured to propitiate*' their 
favour by unsuccessful missions, which have tcUded to injuie 
our trade rather than .promote its interests. That description of 
wretched truckling to the. despots of these ultra-gangetic nations 
and persons, in the capacity of British representatives, walking 
about without shoes among white elephants and monkies, has 
only tended to degrade our national character without obtaining 
for us any commercial advantages. ^ 

883. Supposing the European trade were excluded from China, 
would it not resort* to the isl^ds in the Eastern Arcbipelagcx? 
— 1 think that great ♦difficulties would arise in the way of its 
resort there, Jrom the cumbrbus anc^ unwieldy nature of the 
Chinese vessels, and the insecurity which is supposed to attach 
to property embarked in them ; from the difficulties which might 
he placed in the waytby the Chinese government of the ‘export 
of tea to any great quantity from China, They have prevented 
the export of tea in native vessels by se^t^to Canton. 



SELECT COMMITTEE or the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 1 19 

8S4. Are the transactions of the smuggling trade carried on *23Feh. 1830, 
with as much fidelity and regularity on the part of the Chinese ^ 77; 

as the transactionsVpf* the regular trade? — With ironderful regu- 
larity, considering the nature of the trade; certainly not with 
tile same regularity as those of the legal trade.'^ 

88/i. Are you acqdaintcd with the transactions in Sycee ? — 

Yes, I arn. 

886. Are those carried on with regularity ? — With extreme 

regularity. , 

887. Is not that a trade in which, if there was not regularity, 
there would be exposure to fraud? — It is from its nature very 
open to fraud ; at the same time, the employment of the per- 
sons that deal in Sycee*depends entirely upon their preserving 

their character, • * 

• 

888. And the result is, that those transactions are very regu- 
lar? — Wonderfully so. 

889. SupposirijT the same establishment «hat the Company 
now have at Canton were to be continued as deputies or repre- 
sentatives of the Crown, and to liave the same control, or a 
greater control over every British subject resorting to China tlian 
they now have, could not*, in that case, a free trade be carried 
on without any risk or danger ? — Not with the same security 
that exfsts at present. 

890. Supposing they had the same power, why should they 
not act ou behalf of the King as they now act on behalf oi the 
Company ? — Their possessing the power of King’s consul would 
give them a greater control over British sulljects, but would 
effect little change in their character in the estimation of the 
Chinese. 

891. Suppose they were vested with tlic power of imprisoning* 
and sending away, and controlling in any way tlie crews of the* 
vessels resorting to the port of Canton, *can you see any diffi- 
culty there would be in carrying on h, free trade ? — I think the 

•answers I have previously given go to show difficulties as likely 
to exist. The Select Committee possess the power of deporta- 
. tion, as it is called, already, by a clause in the charter of 1813. 

892. Do you think riiat the great trade which the Company 
car^ on thnre gives them an authority which would not be pos- 
‘^ssed by persons not carrying on tradq?— Unquestioliably it 
gives them both power and influej;ice. 

893. Would not a greater degree of trade carried on by 

Englishmen, under fheir authority, give them a greater influence 2 
—I d(f not knowjthat it would. • 

894. Is the*dahger ypu apprehend from the unlimited resort 
of British merchants is, in some measure. 
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^ Jovis, 25 ® die Februariij 1830 , 

WILLIAIvi BROWN, Esq. called in, and examined. 

25 Feb. 1830. 895. You are the head of an extensive commercial establish- 

^ ment at Liverpool trading with the United States of America, 

;r. IJrou n, hsq, j Carrying on business upon commission for other persons 
engaged upon that business ? — I arh. 

896. Are you very extensively engaged in it?— -Tolerably so. 

897. As extensively as any other house in Liverpool ? — I 
presume we are. 

898. Have you been employed, either on your own account 

or on actouni of other persons, citizens of the, United States, 
to ship goods, being British manufactures, to China from this 
country? — We have. , 

899. To what extent ? — Probably that question will be most 
correctly answered by a memorandum from my books. This is 
an exact account of the amount which we have from time to 
time shipped, the total amount is £744,257. 8^. 6c/. ; in Novem- 
ber 1821, £66,751. 19^. 4c/.; in March 1822, £64,256. ISs. 3d.; 
in March 1823, £50,834. 12^% 8c/.; in August 1824, £53,277. 
2^. 5d.; in February 1825, £52,422. 106’. 7c/.; in September 
1825, JE76, 016. 145. 2c/.; in July 1825, £54,217. 25 . Id.; in 
December, £47,505. 19,v. 3d.; in September 1826; £4^J,471, 
75. 1 Id. ; in June 1827, £59,808. 2.9. 9c/. ; in Octoberr £65,966. 
1^5. 4c/, ; in Maji 1829, £55,909. 45. 3c/.; in August, £48,818. 
155. 6c/. The sums I hive stated were the amount of invoices 
with charges after deducting draw'backs. Some of the ships 
took some specie, the amqunt of which cannot be ascertained 
^ith accuracy, but in the whole it cannot have exceeded 
‘£10,000; the rest was British dry goods, and some other small 
matters. 

900. Were those goods shipped for Canton, or were they 
shipped for any otlier- place?— They were shipped for Canton, 
but we generally cleared out for Batavia. 

901. Had you any particular reason for preferring to clear 
out for Java .instead of clearing- out direct for Canton? — So 
long as my friend^ considere^l the business worfh fqllowing, 
they w6re willing thal;it should be as little known as possible Ito 
others. 

S02. Was^it from a dread of exciting competition that you 
conceive they wished to clear out for Batavia instead of Canton ? 
— I presume it was.^ c 

903. What proportion yoy concei^^e that«the manufactured 
goods, which you shipped upon agency*/or China, bears to the 
w'liole export of nianufactured goods in neutral bettoms from this 
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country to Can tan ? — To that on American account, I should 25 Fcl> ifi.'io. 
suppose might be one-half or one-third; but I cannot speak — 
with any degree of Accuracy as to that point. ^ 

904- But you know that other houses have sj^ipped goods on 
American account from this country to Canton ? — I know tliey 
liave. • * 

905. Have you any means of knowing whether those specu- 
lations have turned out profitable or otherwise to the parties ? 

— Latterly they have been f ery unprofitable ; the last three or 
four years. 

906. Can you explain the circumstances that have led to 
their being so unprofitable ? — I think there are various causes 
why. ‘they have been unprofitable. One probability is the cir- 
cumstance of the East-India Company haying supplied.Canada 
direct with teas,* which prevented teas being smuggled into the 
Canadas from the United States ; another cause probably is, 
th*t the markets of Europe have been more shut against the 
Americans by prohibitory duties, and in consequence of more 
direct trade between those countries and Canton in their own 
bottoms. 

907. You mean the return trade from China in tea ? — Yes. 

Another cause, which I Should think has probably still more 
bearing upon the American trade with India and China is, that 
the credit given for duties in the United States is long. The 
credit give^ on ships coming from China is six, twelvlf, and 
eiglitefen months, except on teas; there is upon them a credit 
of twelve months on the duties after they are taken out of bond j 
and those facilities, I conceive, have f^jrnLshea capital, which 
has produced over-trading, and made the trade eventually not 
so profitable. 

908. ’ What was the largest import of tea from Canton to the.” 

United States Jlrior to this over-trading ? — I am not able to • 
answer that question. . 

909. But you know, generally, that there was an excess of 
supply of tea, as compared with the demand in America ? — 

Yes, I am quite aware of that. 

. 910. Do you recollect in what year this excess of supply 
which Itas made the tradn so unprShtable, first beca^nc manifest 
in America ?— 1 think it began to be felt four.years ago. 

•Jgnf. Do you mean to state to Jthe Committee, that the losses 
sustained in this trade were upon returns from China, rather 
than from the exports frcfkn this country ?— I coflfine myself 
altogether to the retiwns from China. 

• 912. You stated that the continental duties, upon tea imported 

from the United Siates \^ere raised : at what period was that 
alteration ? — I cannot sts^ exactly the period; I merely know 
the fact of there Jiaving been obstacles in the why of trade that 
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VTt Droiv/if Esq* 


25 Feb. 1830. have caused some impediment to tliatfree shipment they before 
enjoyed. 

913, Do yeVti apprehend that before the East-India Company 
undertook to se/^d teas direct from Canton to the British pro- 
vinces in North America, that those provinces were principally 
supplied from the United States ? — I have no doubt that they 
werp supplied to a considerable extent from the United States ; 
th^ precise extent I cannot state. 


914, Do you believe that ajiy supply now comes from the 
United States to the British provinces?— I think, if any thing, 
it is the reverse. 


915. You think it is more probable that teas are introduced 
from Canada into the United States ? - 1 think it is very pro- 
bable tl^ey are, under existing circumstances. 

916. What is the rate of duty upon tea in thfe United States? 
— It varies, depending upon the description of tea; but that I 
am not ahngetlier able to answer. I am aware that it is a high 
duty, but 1 cann6t state exactly what it is. 

917. You stated that a credit is given for the duties for as 
long a period as eighteen months in some cases, and that tliii^ 
credit has been the means of given facility to over-trading, by 
creating a capital in the hands of parties who were embarked 
in those speculations ? — That is my opinion. 

91§. Of course, the amount of the capital so createS in their 
hands must depend upon the amount of duty? — Certainly. 

919. From the statement you read, there appejws to have 

been a considerable shipment of goods in the last year ? — There 
has been. ® 

920. Is the trade reviving on the part of the United States ? 

1 cannot say that it is ;„but it has been so long bad, that the 

'parties embarking in those speculations have a reasonable hop(^ 
and expectation that it will revive for their imports to the 
United States by the time the vessels return. 

921. What are the returns from China to the United States? 
—Principally teas and silks. I should say that the prices uf 
teas are a little better in the United States, but nothing of 
any moment. 

922. Of ciburse you have opportunities of communicating 
with paptains and owners of vessels which you ^freiglited, and 
with supercargoes that have traded to China ; did they 
state to you any difficultie&, that occurred with respect to the 
sale of their goods, or the purchase of the teas, or other com- 
modities in China, by the interposition of the Chinese authorities 
in Canton? — I m^ke it my business frequently to inquire of, 
captains of those vessels the nature of the (Jhinese trade, and I 
never was aware that any difeculty v&atever arose on the part 
of the constitufed aotborities there, out the reverse; I have 
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understood that they were very much disposed to cultivate the So Feb. 
trade, and to afford every reasonable facility. * „ 

\ .1 Drawn, Esr]. 

923. Do you know whether the United States have any 
establishment at Canton to protect or to facilHate their trade ? 

— At one time they Jiad a consul there ; but I am not certain 
whetHer they have at this moment or not. 

921*. Do you know whether the purchases made by the sftper- 
cargoes of the ships in which you are interested were made 
through the Hong merchants, •or partly from the Hong mer- 
chants and partly from other merchants, traders in tea ? — The 
course of trade, I apprehend, on the arrival of a ship in China, 
is, in the first instance, to apply to the Hong, the supercargo, 
or resident, who makes fhe contract with the Hong, makes the 
best bargain he can with him, and generally g4ves *him the 
preference in purchasing some of his cargo from him ; but 
in every instance I have ever known of, he has been at liberty 
tit purchase from the other Hongs, or from the outride trade; 
hut generally giving the preference to the Hong to which his 
ship is consigneif, if his teas arc as cheap as others. 

925, Do those supercargoes go generally to the outside 
<lcalers? — In the first instance they must apply to one of the 
Hong merchants to secure the vessel; and it is matter of ar- 
rangement or contract with him what quantity of teas they shall 
take from him. He generally shows them his samples, and it is 
arranged tQ the satisfaction of the parties j but I believed large 
]iropoTtioi\ is bought from the other Hong merchants, or from 
the outside merchants. ^ • 


926. Then there is no obligation t^ trade with the Hong 

merchant beyond the agreement made in the contract for secur- 
ing the vessel ? — None. ^ 

927. Do yot^ know whether the price of teas purchased b^^ 
the supercargoes varied considerably at different periods ?— I * 
have always understood China to be a fluetbating market. 

928. Did the supercargoes ever complain that they could 
not procure teas oi* the best qualities for the American trade ? — 
Never. 

' 929^ Does that answer apply tQ every description of teas, the 
black as well as the grech P-^It does. • 

93£1. Ih pcfht of fact, is not grefen tea the great consumption 
o’nhe United States?— It is. I should probably say, that inas- 
much as the East-India Company* are the largest, purchasess, 
particularly of black teas, I should think they might have some 
slight advantages in* the purchase of that description of teas 
• but ina^uch as tjie Americans are large purchasers of green 
teas, I should tl^inli the East-India Com|)any will have no advan- 
tages there : but any advantage that may arise^to one party or 
another I look tq>on as arising solely from their being either 
larggr or more I^ited customers. 



024 tVIDKNCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

25Feb. 1H30. OSL What is the size of the American ships in which this 
-V — trade iias been carried on, so far as you have been concerned 

/r. Jfrou'u, Esg. jn jt p — jji shijj^i from three hundred to nearly five hundred tons. 

93 '2. Have the ships a supercargo to make their purchases 
and dispose of their freight, or is that duty sometimes left to the 
captain ?— Sometimes, when he is a very cfever roan ; butrin the 
ship^ in which 1 have been particularly interested there is a re- 
sident agent upon the spot in China. 

933. Do you know what the freight is from Liverpool to 
China*, and back to the United States? — The freights have 
fallen very much of late. They were at one time as high £9 or 
£10 a ton for the measurement tonnage of forty cubit feet, but 
I apprehend they are not more than two-thirds of that now, 
probably noti so much : but I beg to be understood as not 
stating exactly what they are now ; I know thty are very con- 
siderably less. 

934. You jiave stated, that as far as you have had means Sof 

information from parties engaged in this trade, there appears a 
very favourable dis{>osltton on the part of the Chinese to culti- 
vate a commercial intercourse with the United Slates ; have 
you any particular reason for stating that such a disposition 
exists? — Some years ago there was a serious fire at Canton, 
when our friends had a good many goods burnt, and the Chinese 
government made good the loss to the citizens of th^ United 
StatesN I. therefore infer that there wgs a good feeling towards 
cultivating commerce generally. * 

^ 935. Can yoi^ state to what amount the loss sustained was 
made good by the goveenment of China ? — I cannot ; 1 believe 
it was very considerable ; it applied to all other nations as well 
as the United States ; the loss was made good to all. 

. 936. Has the trade ever been interrupted ?— It was partially 
*for a short time, an Italian sailor in an American ship having 
killed a woman ; but 4 know very little of the transaction. 

937. Do you know whether the Chinese government enforce 
the payment of debts to Europeans on the part of Chinese 
subjects?— So far as the Hong are concerned, I believe the 
Hong are responsible for each other ; but I do not know how it 
is with the private trade, whether there is any obligation on the 
part of the government to pay debts contracted by th,e outside 
dealeri" or not. , 

J38. Have you any reason doubt tliat the merchants from 
the United l^tates are treated at Canton with as much favour as 
any other nation I believe they are quitl? as much so. 

939, Do you knolv up 9 n what principle it lis that the**govern- 
ment indeninides foreign traders from bosses by auch a casualty 
as fire ? — I do not ; I was rather surprised at the fact. 

910. Can you state the amount of tea annually consumed in 
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the United States?— I cannot with any accuracy; but I believe 
it to be about six millions of pounds. 

* ^ //. J// <;«•«, /.'-y, 

941. Is there any export of tea now from the/ United States 
to any parts of Europe ?— There is ; but by no|mean$ go exten- 
sive as it was. 

941^. Can you stat^ when the trade of carrying tea from Can- 
ton to Canada on the part of the Company commenced ? I do 
not know the period. 

943. Are you aware that*th^ duties paid upon tea imported 
into Canada are very much lower than the duties upon lea im- 
ported into the United States ?— I am. 

944. Do you know the proportion ? — I do not know the pro- 
portion, but I am aware <hey are considerably lower. 

945. Are you aware that there is a rule on the part of the 
Hong merchants, that if they deliver a chest of tea that shall, 
upon examination, be found to be damaged, they shall then re- 
turn two for one ? — I am awar^ of the fact. 

♦ 

946. That applies to all traders?— It does. 

947. Do the outside merchants also return two for one in a 
similar case ? — I cannot state that positively ; 1 believe they do. 

948. You have stated, *that latterly the American return trade 
with Clinton has not been profitable; do you conceive that, 
supposing that trade was confined within proper limits, there is 
a probability that it would still be a profitable trade to Alberica ? 

— I fhink;, there is every reason to suppose that it would# 

949. Are you aware whether the Americans have sustained 

losses upon other branches of their tradie, from the circumstance 
of that trade having been carried rather too far in the same^ 
period ? — They have. ^ 

950. In the, supply of cotton for instance ?— They have on 
many occasions. 

951. Do yoii ascribe the losses in otfcer trades to the same 
^cause, in part, to whic^j you ascribe the losses in this trade of 

tea, namely, the long credit given upon the duties, and the 
facility thereby afforded to speculation? — Probably that would 
* be so^ there is a very great spirit of enterprize in the United 
States, and it is pushed frequently too far, • 

. 952. Haffe you heard that in the port of Canton there is con- 
siderable facility afforded to captains df ships in completing 
their cargoes ?— Very gr^at. • . 

953. As great in other ports with which you are ac- 
quainted ? — J should think more than in most other ports. 

954. You have stated that the loss which you say has followed 
this trade lately is conjfoed to the home cargo ; has the nut- 
ward trade beqn a good trade ? — I have umlerstood that it has 
been a fair reoiuncrating trade. 
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25 Feb. is:i0. 955. Has it been so throughout the period that it has been 
— 7 — carried on P — So far as I know, it has. 

w. Frown, Fsq. not^.he American ships also go ^ith teas directly to 

the Continent fugm Canton ? — They do* 

957. Can you state whether that has also been a losing 
trade ?— I have had no particular knowledge of that trade, farther 
than,knowing that they do go from Canton to the Continent. 

958. Must not any trade, in so bulky an article as tea, which 

is first carried to America, and fA)m America to Europe, be 
ehargecl with too much expense to make it a profitable trade in 
the long run ? — It certainly must operate very much against it, 
where there is an opportunity of carrying tea on a direct 
voyage. « 

959. Have you any means of saying whether the direct trade 
of the Americans from Canton to Europe has ‘been profitable 
or not? — I think not lately. 

960. Is t'h'b'^business of the adventurers performed by super- 
cargoes sent out with each ship, or is it* performed by 
resident merchants there? — If the question refers to the direct 
trade from America to Canton, I think it is generally carried 
on by supercargoes ; but if it refers to the trade that has been 
carried on from England to Canton, so far as I have been 
interested, there has been a resident upon the spbt to wbom the 
vessels have been consigned. 

OOl.'^vVhcn a supercargo is sent, or a resident is emplQyed, 
what is the charge of agency for that trade ? — I ha»^e under- 
stood, and I beXieve it to be pretty nearly what is allowed to 
supercargoes, three per Cent, or two and a half pe.r cent It is 
matter of contract altogether; but I should say it would average 
about three per cent. 

. 962. Is the charge about the same, whether, it is done by a 
Supercargo sent out wdth each ship or by resident merchants on 
the spot ?— I do not ksnow what the charge of a resident mer- 
chant generally is ; except that I know, with respect to the 
gentleman that represents my friends thefe, there is a guarantee ^ 
that he shall have a certain sum, that their commission shall 
produce to him wjthin the year a certain aipount : it is a matter 
of bargain. TJiey sometimes *take out two supercargoes, a 
principal and an assistant supercargo. ^ 

963. ’^Is it not the f^ct, that the Boston ships have general!^ 

no supercargoes, but go to ragident merchants, but that the 

New York, Bkltimore, and PhiladelphiU ships are generally sent 

with floating sui^rcargo^s ? — My connections lying principally 

in New York, B^ti{nore, and rhiladelphia, 1 speak more of 

them than I do of Boston.^ « 

• • 

964f. Can you say whether the advenlVarers from those three 
places. New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia generally go 
to resident merchants, or have they sinjercarg<jes with each 
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ship? — During my residence in Baltimore they had almost 25 Feb. 1830. 
always supercargoes, latterly they have gone more to resident ^-r- 
merchants, I y M/vwn, 

965. Do you consider that a resident merchjint or a tesident 

factor on the spot, must have greater advantages in dealing in a 
country over a persdh who comes there as a stranger to carry 
on a single isolated transaction ?— I am quite aware that the 
Chinese are a very suspicious, cautious people, and that to do 
business to advantage with them it is necessary for them to 
have some previous transactiofis with you, that they may have 
confidence in you; if you once establish' confidence, the business 
is probably conducted on better terms than it would be with a 
passing stranger. ^ 

966. Has not a resident on the spot, beyond the advantage 
which he has of being acquainted with persons and *with the 
country, the additional advantage of being able to select his 
oirn time for purchase and sale, whereas a man goes out 
Mdth a ship is obliged to perform his business at-^fince, without 
waiting, and theft to come back ? — No doubt he has. 

967. Is not it the case in that trade, as in trades generally, 
that when supercargoes are sent out, they make the best 
bargain they can witli some merchant at the port, giving him 
as little commission as they can agree for, and pocketing the 
remainder ? — No, I think not in China. I think that they make 
a contract with the Hong merchants, to whom they^onsigu 
themselvel, in the best terms they can ; but I apprehend there 
is no division of the supercargo’s commission with the Hong : 
it is well understood what he will have to pay to the Hong 
befpre he leaves the United States, aSd that is apart from his 
own commission altogether. 

968. You have stated what is th^p custom of the Chinese in 
case any damaged tea is found in the cargo they ship ; do* yovi 
think thie American trade is more subject to tricks and decep- 
tions of that description than the English Irade ? — I am not able 

^to answer that. 

969. Can you state whether there is generally any material 
difference between the quality of the tea imported into America 

’ and the tea imported by the past-lndia Company into this 
country? — I can only speak from general rumour* The feeling 
on the part^f the Americans is,, that the tea imported into the 
‘United States is better than that we drink in England; but 
they do not drink so much blajk tea in America as they do in 
England. • 

970. Has that opffnion been stated as a positive opinion ? — I 

have frequently heard the Americans say that they thought 
their tea bettgr tfian ours. , * 

971. Have you beeifin America yourself?— Yes, I resided 
there many years. 
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25 F«b. 1830. 972, What should you say from your own experience? — 1 

-T~ am not a sufficient judge to answer from my own experience : 

JK Srown, Esq^ many ye^rs ago, and I have very litll^recolJcction of the 
kind of tea I usc^l to drink at that time. 

973, Do you know the rate of insurance from Canton to 
America ? — It has varied : it has been as High as six ; I believe 
now ^bout four and a half to five per cent. 

9741 . Where are those insurances effected ?— In the United 
. States. « ’ 

975. Did you mean to say that the green tea in America is 
better than the green tea in this country, and that the black 
tea in America is better than the black tea in this country ? — 
It is a very difficult question to answe^L- satisfactorily. I have 
merely hoard persons who have been in the United States say 
generally, that the tea w'as better than our English tea. Par- 
ticulars were not gone into; it w^as not said* whether it was 
black tea (h^g^veen tea. 

976. Do you consider the woollens that yov send out from 
this country of an inferior quality to what the East-India Com- 
pany ship ? — I have no reason to believe that they are of an 
inferior quality ; but I am not a judge of the article myself. 

977. Where are they manufactured ? — The woollens are ma- 
nufactured at Leeds, and the stuffs at Norwich. 

978. When you buy them from the manufacturers there, do 
you malcc that bargain upon the understanding thab they are 
of an inferior quality to what the Company ship, or do^you con- 
sider yourself as^pa^'ing a price for a fair quality ?— The agent 
who has always made ^ho«e purchases in this country is a 
partner in the house, and I have always understood from liim 

‘ that they were quite as good as the Company's, and bought 
upon, equally favourable, or more favourable terms. 

' 979, Are the goods ordered to be made by the agent, or are 
they bought by the agent ready made ? — I believe both ways : 
they are sometimes bought ready made, and occasionally or- 
dered to be made ; but the detail of the transactions by the 
agent I am not so conversant with. 

980. Have you ever understood from the agent who bought 

those goods that he made a point of obtaining cheap and inferior 
goods, rather than goods of thp best quality ? — I Ijnve, always 
understood that he q^tained goods of the very best qualitjs 
and that he was extremely {^articular about them ; for the 
Chihese have* a peculiar taste, and be endeavoured as far as 
possible to meet that taste. « 

981. You havesla^d that,you have understood that the trade 
In dry goods to China, ind^>endent of the hoiij[ieward cargo, has 
been profitable ; have vow had bccasion^o see ady accounts of 
sales from which Vou Imve formed that opinion^?— Our friend 
here transacting that business had made such representations 
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to me, and I have every reason to give credit to tlieni, that the 25 Ki). 1830. 
outward cargoes were reasonably profitable. — ^ 

982. Then you have not seen any account sAles? — cannot 
say that I have ; I have only seen them in histands in passing. 

983. Do you bch^^c an American supercargo would decline 
introducing into consumption among the Chinese prohibited 
goods, or goods bearing high duties, whenever profital)^e to 
them ? — I should think some of them would, others would not. 

984. Do you think Englislmien and private traders, would ' 
decline doing that under those circumstances ? — I think some 
ot them would, and others would not, 

9.85. You have stated that there is a commission charged 
up6n goods at Canton edher by the supercargo or by merchants 
there ; is it upo/i the invoice amount of the goods shipped, or 
upon the amount of the sale there ? — When specie is shipjied 
from the United States the commission is charg^ on the 
amount of the investment; wdien goods ar(^ shjpped, and the 
cargo bought, there is a double commission u)>on the gross 
amount of sales and upon the gross amount of purchases. 

986. Taking the gross amount of the accounts oi sale of the 
goods sold there, and tlig amount of goods purchased for ship- 
ment ? — Yes. 

987. iiave you known any transaction w'ith a resident agent 
at Canton, where there has been no agreement to guty^intee a 
certain coftimission? — No. 

988, YTien you do not know what they charge where there is 
no agreement ?■ — No ; I have never seen any*account of sal^s 
or jiurchases, and I do not know what the charge is. 

989, What rate of commission do you, or any other agent, • 
receive on goods shipped for China cWi behalf of the Americans?' 

— Upon the transactions that have come through my hailds I, 
have the usual commission for shipping the goods, which is 
half-a-crown per package, and a comreihsion, as banker, of one 
j)er cent, for paying for those goods. The partner of the house 
bought the goods that were shipped through us, and of course 

I had nothing to do with that, but to receive and pay for them. 

An acent in Manchester would ^uy them for one per cent, f 
appi;i^end that two and a b*llf per cent, would 4ully cover all 
comniission««harges, • • ^ 

^)90. You have given an account of goods shipped since 1821 ; 
was there any exportation^of British manufactures, from Liver- 
pool previous to that year in American bottom ? — 1 think not 
to any extent ; it mdst have been very limited if there w^as. 

991. *Have you, known any exportation l)f British manufac- 

tures in any (Uhet neutral bottom except American ? — No, 1 
have not. ^ • 

992. Have ydu ever known any metals shipped from Liver- 
4 ipe^i for China# — Yes,*lhcrc has been a little tin shipped, and 
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25 Feb. 1B30. some other things^ not the produce of England, quicksilver and 
— ^ ginseng. 

W'. Brotvn, Eiq, yT’ith refc^rence to the transit trade frrfm China by Ame- 

rica to Europe, li e you aware whether many of the ships which 
go to America merely land part of their cargo, and carry the 
rest on to Europe, witliout moving it ?— I ^believe it sometimes 
happens, but I should think not generally. 

994. What is the nature of the goods generally exported 
from America to Canton ?— -Scar/^elJ' any thing but specie from 
the United States ; 1 have known a little cotton go when it was 
very cheap. 

995. Have you have ever known any earthernware sent 
from Liverpool to the East, to Sincapore or China?— There 
has been^a little sent out for the use of the Factory ; but no- 
thing that 1 know of in the way of merchandize.* 

996. Dqyou know whether the woollens imported to this 

country byAttc^eriMns are ever smuggled into Canton ? — I bh- 
Heve not, as far as I know. , 

997. Has any glass been exported ? - A little in the same 
way for the use of the Factory, but not for trade. 

998. Are you aware whether there has been any considerable 
change in the quality and sorts of articles sent out for the Chi- 
nese market from this country ?— I think not much ; tliey have 
been very stationary. 

999. In your experience of the American trade, is*it not fre- 
quently the practice for mei}|liants to send out theif ships to 
some ports in thP East, with orders, in the event of their being 
disappointed in one aaventure, ultimately to go to China ? — I 

. should think it did not often happen : it may have happened ; 

1 have no doubt it has happened. 

^ ’ 1000. Do not you consider it a considerable advantage to free- 
traders to have that power of choice of markets in the event of 
tlieir being disappointed one ? — Certainly. 

1001. Do not you consider that the merchants of any natioi;) 
having that free option, have a great advantage over others who 
are excluded from certain ports ? — Certainly. 

1002. Can you state whether, in the^ course of your cpmmu- 

nication with any Americans who have dealt at Canton, they 
have expressed any opinion that their trade thdi’e ?s subject 
either to any partidular advantage or disadvantage, from the 
circumstance of there bein^ a gregt English Factory there 
dealing with the Hong merchants ? — I never understood from 
them Uiat they had any advantage or diskdvantage ; 1 always 
understood that thciy weje on a perfect footing of retiprocity ' 
with all other nations that traded there. « , 

1003. But you did not consider thos% traders trading there as 
deriving any particular protection or advantage from the ex- 
istence of the Company's Factory.^— Nrne wha*ever. 
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1004. Have the supercargoes of the American ships any 
communication with the Company's Factory ? — ^With the Hong 
merchants they haye : the Hong are security^ for their good 
condjLict and for the proper management of th^^r affairs; 

1005. Do you know how the losses ivere made good to the 

Americans at the period of the fire at Canton?— I do not; I 
merely know the fact that they were made good. ^ 

1006. Then you arc not aware that such losses were made 
good by a tax upon foreign trade ?— I was not aware of that ; it 
may have been so. 

1007. Do you know whether there have been any experi- 
ments made lately in sending out new articles of manufacture 
which were supposed likely to suit the taste of the Chinese ? — 
Yes ; I have understood that there have been lately, some at- 
tempts made to introduce cotton-yarns to that country with 
some prospect of success. 

* 1008. Are they the only articles ?— They are Jji»^bnly articles 
I have had my attention particularly called to. 

1009. Can you state what was the result of this ? — I do not 
know. 

1010. You stated that the woollens sent out by individuals 
were as good or better than those sent out by the Company ; 
have you the means of knowing the quality of the goods sent 
out by the Company ? — The gentleman who bought ^hem in 
this f ounfry, I believe, has had an opportunity of seeing those 
purchased, and in preparation for the Company, and he stated 
to me that he conceived them as good, or in s®me cases better; 
but I only know that from tlie^ information of the gentleman 
who bought them. 

1011. Do linens ever form any»part in the investment at 
Canton ? — Yesw; in the first instance there were some shipment^ 
of linens, but not latterly. 

1012. Did you find that it did not^answer? — I believe not so 
^ well. 


25 Feb. 1830. 
Brown, Esq* 


1013. Were they coarse or fine linens ?— That I cannot state, 

1014. Do you conceive, in reference to your own personal 
situation, that the openjngof.thfi China trade wi^i this country, 

away the Company’s monopoly, would be to your in- 
offierwise ? — I think it would be against my interest. 

1015. How would it affect youj^ interest ? — My interest would 
be affected, inasmuch as *those gentlemen 1 represent in 'this 
country might not dind it worth their while to come in com- 
petition with the English free trade. ^ 

1016. Your apprehension would be,* that the British free trade 
would throw tlie Amer.^ans out of the trade between China and 
this country P-yl have no doubt it would in the first instance ; 
for to every m|rket we go we send such quantities of goods. 


by doing 
t^rest or 
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1017. It is in that way your interest would suffer ? — Yes. 

1018. To what extent have you known damages or deficiencies 
in the cargoes Canton to have been mitde good to Ameri- 
can agents ? — M>t very extensively ; probably half a dozen in- 
stances I have heard of; probably not so many. 

1019. Do you know of any one instance? — Yes, Mr. 'Milne 
has t^ld me he has had to send back, and got two for one. 

1020. Do you recollect in what ship? — No. 

102 J. Do yon know to what cyxtent ? — Not to a great extent ; 
a chest or tw^o ; but I have heard of it in more cases than one. 

Mr RICHARD. MILNE called in, and examined. 

1022. Did you reside in Philadelphia for any number of years, 
and have you carried on trade with China? — 1 have resided 
there a considerable period ; my leading business vending Eng- 
lish goods ; but 1 have very often made adventures to India and 
China in v??S«^]s on freight. 

1023, For how many years wore you engaged in the trade 
with India and China? — I commenced in the year 1799, and 
continued, I think, till 1811, and occasionally since ; the last 
time 1820. 

1021. Have you consigned more than one ship direct to 
China in the course of those periods? — At the periock alluded 
to, the vessels went chiefly on freight. 1 was a shipper, and 
have shipped in different vessels in the same year a-i moderate 
amounts, being my own underw’riter, running the risk snyself. 

‘ 1025. What were the articles you shipped to China in parti- 
cular?^ — Almost always Spanish dollars. 

102G. From Philadelphia? — Yes. 

• 1027. What were the rlJturns ? — Teas, nankeens, and silks, 
.were the leading articles from China ; occasionally other articles 
to fill up tlie tonnage. 

1028, How^ Jong is it since you left the United States ? — In 
the year 1828. I am a native of Manchester. 

1029. Are you acquainted with the trade between the United 
States and China since you ceased to take a part in it yourself', 
namely, in 1820? — After I left pff making adventures en my 
own account, 1 loaned money to others on wdiat is termed res- 
pondutttia, that gave me the r/teans of general information. " .. 

1030, During the time you were engaged in this trade with 

Clrfna, or since that period, are yori aware of any obstacles 
having been thrown in the way of trade by, the Chinese authori- 
ties ? — I never heard of any obstacles. , 

1031. When you carried on the tpde fp China, had yon 
supercargoes in the ships, or a resident merchant' to transact the 
business at Cantdn ?--.-From Philadelphia, at thp period alluded 
to, supercargoes almost always accompanied the ships. 
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1032. Had they a regular salary or a commission P— They 25 Feb. 1830* 

had a commission. ^ 

1033. What rate^of commission ? — ^Three cent, upon the 

amount of purchases at Canton. ^ 

1034. Did that ii\clud^ the security to the Hong?— The 

security to the Hong, I believe, was estimated on the rate of 
freight which we paid : taking that consideration as one the 
charges attaching to the ship, they asked a corresponding 
freight. • , ^ 

1035. You have stated, that when you carried on this trade 
the ships were always accompanied by a supercargo ? — I think 
without exception. 

1036. This supercargo generally was an entire stranger to 
Canton, and to all persons there probably ? — Sometimes those 
supercargoes w$re men of business and very intelligent, at other 
times young persons brought forward through interest for the sake 
o&the commissions. I have often shipped with tl^e'^Iess expe- 
rienced persons, the vessel being what was teftnda a good risk. 

1037. When the persons were so inexperienced, did you ever 
get into any difficulty with the Chinese authorities or the Hong 
merchants at Canton ? — I never heard of any. 

1038. No difficulties occurred in consequence? — No difficul- 
ties whatever occurred to the vessels in which I was interested. 

1039. When it was an inexperienced supercargo, tlig advan- 
tage of the merchant was not perhaps so much consulted as 
when* it was a man of more experience and judgment ?— We, of 
course, preferred gentlemen of experience ; bwt if it was a vc^y 
good vessel, and no other presented itiblf, we availed ourselves 
of it. 


10^0. Did those adventures in i^ich you were engaged ro- 
ceive any assistance or meet with any obstacles from the'esta^ 
blishment of the British £ast-India Company ?— My opinion 
that they had little communication with each other. I have 
often heard them say so. 

1041. You are not aware that they derived any advantage or 
benefit from the Company's servants ? — I do not apprehend that 
•they derived any advantage whatever from the Company’s ser- 
vants* but I have often lieard*them speak in terms of the highest 
respect tbe Company’s servant#. * ^ 

' ' 1042. You have no reason to believe they were ever thwarted 
or impeded in any of their engagements by the Company’s ser- 
vants?—! do not believe Ibey were. 

1043. As you hafe been a considerable importer of teas into 
’ the United Statei^ will you state to the Coftimittee what are the 
general description of teas used, in the United States?— Till of 
late years green teas in^llie part of the countiy where I resided, 
were almost th« only teas brought there. Of late, black tea has 
inq^eased, beiq^ recon^mended by the faculty. 
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is Pfb. 1B30. ^ 1044. Can you state what the proportion oF green and black 
Mr n MihiP present ?— I think the quantity of black tea is smaJJ ; it is 

* ’ increasing. ^ 

1045. What fe the consumption of tea in the United States 
altogether? — I forget. Tliere is an annual report from the 
Treasury ; but there must be from the United States more than 
twenty ships annually, perhaps thirty : the number varies accord- 
ing to the demand and the state of the trade. 

1046. Have there been great ptofits in that trade, or has it 
been liable to heavy losses ? — At the period alluded to my 
business was vending English goods. Not having a great deal 
in the world, I was desirous of increasing it, and I shipped to 
China as an auxiliary. Not owning the vessel, of course I 
laboured^ under some disadvantages from 1800 to 1811. I 
never experienced any loss in those years. I think, speaking 
within bounds, that the profits might be from fifteen to twenty 
per cent.>e;;^nnum ; perhaps occasionally more, but I think I 
may safely say from fifteen to twenty. 

1047. Was a part of the tea imported into tlie United States 
re-exported ? — Yes. 

1048. To what ports ? — Hamburgh, Bremen, the Continent ; 
some little to France, but principally to Hamburgh and Bremen. 

1049. Did any part of it find its way into the British pro- 

vinces^ in North America? — I have heard much of that. I 
believe the trade existed formerly, but not now ; to v hat extent 
I cannot say. ^ 

‘ 1050. Can you state what was the proportion of teas exported 
to other countries, idlbluding what might find its way to 
Canada, to the whole quantity imported into the United Staltes ? 
.-—That would depend entirely on the home demand ; the quan- 
tity. exported comparativefy small. When fresh leas arrived 
and the old oiies lay on hand they were neglected, consequently 
persons were induced to export them to save the drawback or 
the duty paid on import.* 

1051. Are the Committee to understand from that answer 
that the new teas are greatly preferred to those that have been 
a certain time on hand ? — Decidedly so : it is difficult to sell 
the old teas after the new ones come, save when the quality of 
the old ones has originally be^n very superior. ^ 

10Jr2, What do you call old teas in the United States ; tea 
wj^ich has been a tiyelvemontjb?— Yes. The Government only 
allow drawbacks within one year froifi the date of import ; the 
goods having been in the countiy more than one year from the 
date of import, forfeit the benefit of drawback. * 

1053. Are they then exported in preferenee to the new teas, 
both as inferior ip quality and as coming nearer to the period at 
which the duty would be to be paid ?— Havington hand and in 
the warehouse both old ' and new teas, I certqjnly should ex- 
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port the old ones, keeping the new ones a longer period, for the ^^30. 

benefit of home sale. 

1054. Has the qnjantity imported of late yearaheen so much 
greater than the consumption as to make this aJSad trade ? — It 
certainly has, I believe, been overdone. 

1056. Have there Seen great losses sustained in consequence 
by the parties who have been engaged in this trade ? — I believe 
there have been very large losses. 

1056. To what do you attrib^^te this over-trading ? — In part 

to the love of gain of persons who have got embarked in the 
thing, conceiving that if they got a larger quantity of goods 
probably they might recover themselves. The consumption of 
the. country, I should think, has rather increased the facility 
given by Government in the duties, which is, od^ year from 
the arrival of the vessel the goods are entered, put in bond, and 
from the date they are taken out there is a credit given of one 
year, on the bond of two merchants. ^ 

1057. You state that the parties who havt? stfltained losses 
might carry on this trade to excess, from the facility in the 
mode of giving credit on the duty due from those parties, they 
sustaining their affairs by carrying it on with a capital belong- 
ing, in fact, to the Government r— That has been the case ; I 
believe the Government is sensible of its having suffered. 

1058. * Do you attribute the over-trading, in part, to the 

deranged s^ituation of some of the traders having ^ faaility of 
meethig t|ieir engagements by the twelve-months' credit they 
have obtained on the duties ? — I think I may safely say that 
would be my conclusion. • ^ 

1059. Can you state to the Committee what has been the 
average rate of duty on the different teas that have been im- • 
ported into America, at present, ujjlon the sale value ? — -It itf 
very high. * 

1060* Is if equal to the same value, is Jit 100 per cent. ?— I 
should think, perhaps, 75 to 100 per«cent. uppn the cost price 
•in China. I have a number of prices current which show the 
precise duty on the tea. 

1061. You consider the duty on all sorts, taking it as an 
avers^e, to be about 75. to IQO per cent, on the cost prices in 
China?— I think it is that; in some instances it wUl be more 
than thal. ^ can explain the duties paid od each kind qf tea : 
bohea tea pays 12 cents per pound Muty ; congou, 25 ; 
souchong, 25; hyson-skin, 28;^oung hyson, 40; hyson, 40; 
gunpowder, 50 ; imperial, 50 cents per pound. . 

106^ Have you got the prices at which those several sorts 
of tea sell ?— I have made out a memorandum of the prices 
which teas hate sold frf at New York from the year 1820 to 
1829, less the duty. • 

[ The same was delivered in, and read us follows .*— ] 
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i063. When you say less the duty, you mean the duty off, 25 Feb-l 8 ao. 
or what is commonly called short price ? — Yes. 

11 1 . -K. MUtte. 

i064«. rrom whaUhave you compiled that ? — ^om the prices 
current published at New York. I believe als/ they w’ere ex- 
treme prices. In going into the New York market I could buy 
teas cl/eaper than those for money. I have no hesitation in say- 
ing that I believe it is tolerably correct ; but wherever there 
were fractions, I added them to the price, so as to enable me 
to speak with conBdence whe/i I jcame here. 

1065. Do those prices-current from which you have compiled 
this table state the highest prices ? — I believe they do fully so, 
with a view to supporting the market. 

1066. Are those the cash prices, or is there a discount?— 

They are the pripes at a credit of from four to six nrlontl)s. 

1067. How much lower would they be for cash ? — I think I 

may say four or five per cent, lower. -• 

1068. Does t(je account you have deliv6rerf^ in show the 
specific duty ? — It does not : these papers do, and I have just 
stated the auty to the Committee? 

1069. You arc understopd to state as the result of your inves- 
tigation, that, as near as may be, you think the average specific 
duty on Uie China cost is 75 to 100?— .Yes; there are instances 
in the case of hyson-skin tea in which it is more; it is full that 
in the mstaxce of hyson-skin ; it is a good deal above l'0(ff 

1070. Ts it 75 percent, in the cost price at Canton, or on the 

sale price at New York ? — It exceeds 75 per cent, in the cost 
price in China. ** 

1071. What do you suppose it may be on the sale price at 
New York? — If hyson-skin tea sells ^or 63 cents and the duty 
is 28, that is about 45, 1 think, without calculating it. It is a 
specific duty per pound ; the papers are here, and the calcula- 
tion is simple ; 1 prefer stating the simple dbty per pound. 

. 1072. Is the present rate of duties the same as it was in the 
year 1820, or has the tariff increased those duties ? — I think, 
according to my recollection, that duty was not increased by 
the tariff, but I am not certain. 

1073. The mode of transacting this business in America is 

something o’Tthis sort, that the imjlbrter obtairls from the govern- 
ment a credit of twelve months for the duly when he takes his 
tea out of bond and sells it;? — Ejcttctly so. , 

1074. He sells it, you say, on a credit of six months generally? 

—Yes. ^ 

1075. That credit of six months is ,a bi/1 of exchange pro- 
bably ? — A prcmiiskory njbte. 

1076. That is immediately convertible inin cash on a dis- 
count by the banks in America ?— The banks discount paper at 
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25 Feb. I8d0. four months; seldom so long as six^ unless they have an over- 
abundance of money. 

1077. The importing merchant selling hw; teas with the duty, 
at what is calleo the long price, has a capital equal to the duty 
to carry on a future operation, and to speculate again on a fresh 
import? — The prevailing opinion in America is, that this duty 
put^him in fbll possession to purchase another full cargo. When 
I speak of the duty being 75 to 100 per cent, on the cost in 
China, 1 conceive 1 am speaking within bounds. It is generally 
conceived that the long credit given by the government enables 
the importer to send his vessel again direct to China, and im- 
port another cargo. 


1078. Do you attribute any part of* the over-trading to * the 
facilities^ of those credits, and to the protection it gave to a per- 
son in bad circumstances, as not compelling hirh to meet his en- 
gagements? — It is the prevailing opinion that the advantages 
derived from the credit contributed generally to the over- 
trading. ^ ^ 


1079. Does the same system prevail in any other branch of 
American trade ; the import of manufactured goods from this 
country for instance ?— We have eighteen and twelve months on 
European manufactures ; English are ''the bulk. 


1080. The duty being very high on English manufactures, 
does it not create a credit, advanced by the government, which 
gives great facilities to over-trading ? — That is the prevailing 
opinion, and remonstrances have been repeatedly made to 
government to lessen the credit, with a view of putting it out of 
the power of enterpriziag or speculative persons to deal on the 
scale which tiiey do. ' 


1081. Does it not givO' great facilities to parties who3C cir- 
cumstances are deranged, to carry on trade for {? long time after 
they ought to settle with their creditors ; and is it not the result, 
that the government" secure the whole of their assets wlien they 
are driven to the necessity of closing their concerns? — Govern- 
ment have suffered of late. 


1082. But their individual creditors suffer to a greater degree, 
do they not ? — The individual creditors have suffered to a great 
extent, of lat^ years. The greater part of the English goods 
vended in America have b^en done by commission houses, 
who made advances manufacturers in this countiy, by com- 
ing under acceptance for 60 er 70 p^r cent. ; it applies to other 
things. 

1083. Have there been losses of a like nature with those in , 
the China trade sustained in any other branches of the trade of 
America from this facility of credit ?— think not to the same 
extent ; nothing* so great. 

1094f. Is there any circumstance in the trade in tea which has 
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made the loss heavier on that branch than on other articles 25 Feb. isso. 
of trade ? — The facility of the credit in the duty. — * 

1085. Is the credit greater on tea than on ot^r articles? — 

1 he credits on China goods are six, twelve, and eighteen months ; 
the average is longer op China goods than on European. 

108tJ. Are there any other causes that have interfered with 
the tea trade of the United States?-*-! do not know of 4 my 
materially. 

1087. Have not duties bedh laid in Europe on the import of 
teas through America ? — I believe there has been something of 
that kind of late ; but 1 cannot speak to it. 

1088. The trade to Canada, you arc aware, is no longer 
carried on ?— I believe not. 


1089. Has tl\p result been a diminished impbrt into the 
United States ?— I believe since 1827-8 the import has fallen 

1090. Do you consider the trade now in a •thriving or a de- 
pressed state ? — fti a depressed state. 

1091. Is it as much so as it was in 1827-8 ?— I understand 
it is depressed. 

1092. As you have imported a considerable quantity of tea, 
and have been a dealer for many years, what is your opinion of 
the relatlV'e qualities of tea imported into the United States 
and that imported into this country ? — I believe die iea im- 
ported into *the United States to be good. 

1093. Is it as good as the tea consumed in this country ^ 

I should think it is equal in quality ; tli^recn teas particularly^ 

10O4<, Do you speak from your own knowledge ? — I speak 
from my own knowledge, and having heard English ladies say 
it was quite as good tea as any tlwft they had ever drank in ‘ 
England. ^ 

1095. You think, from your experience^ that tea is deterio- 
rated by keeping ? — I think it is. * 

1096. Have the prices at Canton been uniform and steady, 
or have they varied ?— They fluctuate. 

1097. Do they fluctuate almoi^t every year ? — That is go- 
verned by the demand. 

1098 . Yofr never found any difficulty in pwcuring whatever 
quantity you required P^Sonaetinics in tke article of young 
hyson, it was difficult to procure a^fficient of the best qualitv ; 
of the other teas generally* abundant, or often abundant : the 
young hyson of fine quality was often scarce. 

1099. ^In the msgrket at Canton, is there* any difference in 

the price of tei^ of » the like description,' in consideration of its 
being older or fresher P-jtOJd teas are always ^old cheaper in 
China. # 

1100. Does tl^ samc^diffcrence in price prevail in the United 
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States ?— They are always more difficult of sale. If the market 
was abundantly supplied, it would be difficult to sell old teas, 
unless the qi»lity of them was very fine. , 

1161. Witft whom were the transactions carried on at Canton 
for the purchase of the teas generally ? A part was always 
bcKight of the security -merchant ; the residue from other gen- 
tlemen in the Hong, and a part from the outside merchants or 
shopmen, as they are called. 

1102. In what proportions ?r-lH2annot speak to that ; I should 
thint that would vary. 

1103. Is the quality of tea purchased from the outside mer- 
chant equal to that procured from the Hong ?— I should think 
it is, some of them being highly respectable; in short, quite 
favourites, one or two of them. 

1104. So that you think teas of equally good quality are fo 
be pro<;pred from the outside merchants with those obtained 
from the Hqpg merchants or the security merchants I tliink 
they are, but probably not in the same quantities. 

1105. You have stated the commission to a supercargo to 
be three per cent. ? — I think it was uniformly so. 

1106. Have you ever, instead of employing a supercargo, 
employed any resident agent at Canton ? — I have not myself, 
but some of the merchants of Philadelphia did. » 

1 1(^7., What was the commission they paid to the resident 
agent ?— It would not vary much from three per cent - ; if it 
varied it would be a mere fraction, it would not be ‘more. 

1108. You VouhJ iprefer employing a resident agent to a 
supercargo perhaps ? — There arc often two supercargoes on 
board the vessel, and it is a protection to the cargo. 

,1109. Do you allow ail'y commission on the outward'* invest- 
ment? — Not any. The outward investment is dollars; the 
commission is solply on the purchase at Canton, or on the 
amount of dollars paid there. 

1110. A supercargo going to Canton has no commission bn 
the in vestment at Philadelphia ? — He has no commission save 
on the amount invested for the return voyage. 

1111. Is no commission given to the native or f long mer- 
chants?— None that I know^of. , 

1112. W'hcn you talk of old teas, what is the age of a tea 
jpu consider as old?-r-I should suppose the teas of the previous 
year arc considered old; but they ^might have been on hand 
longer. 

1113. Can you® state from recollection j-he comparison be- 
tween teas of the like description of ihe preceding year or the 
current years ?— In two or three instances, I ordered old skin 
teas if they were to be had cheap ; and the old teas cost 17 or 
18 tales, when the new teas would be worth to 24. 

j * 
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1114. Do you mean to say that there is a difference of at 05 Feb. 18 30 

least 30 per cent, in the value of teas of the like description, — ^ 

from the circumstance of the one being a year dder than ano- R- 

therP-r-I do not think that the difference in#vakie will be 
generally so great, but I mean to speak from what I have expe- 
rienced in solitary instances. 

1115. Does that difference apply equally to the finer tea^ — 

I think not in so great a degree as to the common teas. 

1116. Do you know what ts t^e duty no v paid on tea in the 
British provinces of America ? — I have understood it to be very 
small. I do not know whether it is more than two to four-pence 
per pound. 

1V17. Have you the sale prices of tea at Quebec or Halifax? 

— 1 have not any. , 

1118. Has tho consumption of young hyson greatly increased 
in the United States compared to other teas ? — It is the 
favourite tea, and there is always a great demand ^f>r it ; so 
much has been brought of it of inferior quality jAiat the price 
has been reduced ; the Chinese finding the demand for it in- 
creased the quantity. 

1119. Has it happened in the importations that you have had 
to open any chests of bad*quality ? — I recollect receiving a chest 
of tea filled with sand or something of that kind; I sent it back, 
and if my recollection be correct, I received two for it. I know 
it is the custom in China to return two for one in case qf fraud 
or de^eptidVi. 

1120. Do you conceive the outside traders, the parties of 
whom you purchased tea, as men of fair chara^Jter and honoui- 
ble in their dealings ? — I believe the ftong and many of the 
outside to be fair dealers, and quite men of business. 

1121. As much as are generally with in the trade of other 

countries? — Tl>eir character is sometimes lightly spoken of,‘bul 
I have heard American gentlemen say that it is unjustly so, thal 
they find them fair, , ' 

, 1122. Do they ever give any credit in China — I think in the 
year 1819-20 1 experienced misfortunes in England, and 1 re- 
ceived a credit of a few thousand pounds from Mr. Howqua ; 
he kqf w nothing of me but from inquiries. 

1123. Do you consider the Chinese merchant^, andtheaii- 
thorities*iil^hina generally, as dfSsposed to ^ive every facilit} 
and encouragement to fair trade wuth the United States ? — J 
think so ; it is generally upderstas^, what is called, a rich sbi| 
in America is very acceptable in Cantoh. 

1124. Do you know any other instance of credit having beer 

given ?— I believe^the Chinese have sobered greatly from giviiu 
credits. » * * . 

1125. Giving credit th Americans? — I will .not confirie my 
self to Americims; there certainly have been instances of ihci 
siificring. y , 
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1126. What is the difference between purchasing on credit 
and purchasing for ready money in the price of tea?— In the 
instance to which I allude, and 1 do not m^ean to speak beyond 
that, I paid Xtr. Howqua one per cent* per month until the 
money was returned ; I accomplished tliat in ten months. It 
was impossible to calculate the interest/ not knowing when the 
vessel would arrive, and I think 1 still owe him £50 ; but he 
sent' me the bond, giving it up, saying I had been prompt, and 
he did not wish for any more. ^ 

1127. As far as your, experience goes, have you every reason 
to think that, in transacting business generally at Canton, there 
is the same disposition and facility to encourage fair dealing as 
in other countries ? — 1 have no reason whatever to doubt tl|at. 

1128. Have you e^er, in any of your dealings with England 

or any other country, found the merchants give up £50 which 
you consider them entitled to ? — I never owed interest -money to 
any one f this was accidental. ** 

1129. In falst, v ^ou do not consider the Chiij,ese as disposed to 
thwart or throw obstacles in the way of commerce carried on in 
a fair manner with foreign merchants ? — I should conclude them 
rather friendly to commercial intercourse. Vessels going there 
with Spanish dollars, 1 think, have gfreat advantages, and arc 
very well received. 

1130. Have you any experience of vessels going tfiere with 
assorted cargoes of manufactured goods? — I ne\tf;r shipped 
goods myself, only I observed what my neighbours wyere Going. 

• 1131. Were you connected with the China trade at the time 
of the great fire at Canton ?— No. 

1132. Do you know whether the losses sustained by the mer- 

chants of the United State%were made good by the governaient ? 
— Only by report. * 

1 133. Have you any reason to doubt that the trade of tlie 
United States with Cantqn, when the effects of this over-trading 
are done away, will be a remunerating trade like others ?—l 
should think it would, if conducted on correct principles. 

1134). What has been generally the freight per ton from Phila- 
delphia to Canton and back? •-In the periods in which*! was 
first interested vessels were in request rather. We pay ten per 
cent, on the amount shipped ; paid the money iff China,* and 
were eiitided to two tons and one-eighth measurement for every 
IQpO dollars shipped. v 

1 135. Do you know the present rate ? — I believe it is lower, 
but I cannot speak to that. 

1 136. Is there any protection by any publm authority on the 
part of the United States to the trade of their citizens at Canton ? 
— There has beew a consul there. ^ 

1137. Is there one now?— 1 am not certain] the gentleman 

, C 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COM]\^ONS. 14S 

wlio resided there has returned to America, but whether there 2^ Fub. 1 8:50, 
has been a successor appointed I am not certain. — ^ 

113o. How was the consul paid? — I do not tynk he received 
any thing, but I am not certain. I heard it saierthat he acted 
gratuitously, but I cannot speak to that. 

1 13^. Since the period you first embarked in this trade, the 
quantity of tea required for America has probably increased? — 

Very greatly. 

1140. Supposing it to inci%aso in the same proportion in the ' 
next thirty years as it has done in the last, do you think there 
would be any difficulty in supplying the increased demand ? — 

I cannot well answer that question. I have always understood 
the Chinese could supply any quantity of tea ; but 1 am not 
able to answer that question. 

1141. Was thelre any difficulty experienced from the increased 
demand?— It enhanced the price a little, but not materially, on 
that account, I think. 

. * y 

1142. Has there been any difficulty in procuring the black 
teas in China, now that the demand for that article has in- 
creased ? — The importation of black teas from China into the 
United States has been very limited till lately. I have never 
heard of any difficulty, but I cannot speak to it ; I never re- 
member any. 

1143. You have stated that the quantity now imported, and 

the demand fork, are increasing ?— Yes. * 

1 144. But you never heard of any complaint of difficulty in 

procuring it ? — No. ♦ • 

1 ^45. With respect to green tea, A> you contemplate any 
difficulty, supposing the quantity of that required to be in- . 
creased.^ — I cannot speak to tliat^ but I never heard any 
apprehensions ofi that head expressed by any one. 

1146. Do you know whether the Americans, in their supply 
of black tea, are limited to qualities ^ which do not suit the 
British market, and are not taken by the East-India Company? 

— The black tea imported into America is chiefly souchong, or 
what is called souchong ; very good tea ; I make use of if my- 
self ; J never heard any difficulty^ expressed. 

1147. Do you find it of as good a quality as that you find in 
England ?-^t was very good tea.” It would be wrong in me to 
speak on that head, it being rather a new 21iing, or new to me ; 
the fine black teas in England art'^bfexcellent quality. 

1148. Are the poiilt charges required by the government of 
, China ^ry considerable on American vpsels?— The ships 

going from the United States generally will average about 350 
to 400 tons; tlie port charges acre supposed to be 7,000 dol- 
lars : they used to be reckoned at 8,000. 

1149. Supposing the ship to be double that size, will the port 



144. .'EVIDFNCF, ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


Feb. IR.'iO. charges be tlic same or greater? — I understand the same, but 
• — I cannot speak to that. 

Mr.Jt.Mtbic. j|5Q^ You a|e not acquainted with the ^trade at Sincaporc, 
or any other poft ? — No, I am not. 

1131. The first thing a ship does on qrriving at Canton, is 
to make an arrangement with the security merchant The 
supercargoes land, I understand, like men of business, and go 
first to one Hong and then to another, and inquire the prices 
of goods, and secure the ship,w'ilfh a person to whom it may 
appear to them of most advantage. 

1 152. Witli the member of the Hong who will do it on terms 
the most favourable to the ship ?— Yes. 

1 153. The parties then go from one Hong merchant to ano- 
ther, till they have ascertained who will do it on the most favour- 
able terms ? — So I understand. 


1 154. %They are at liberty to employ whichever they please? 

— I have unde^stqod they were on shore several days before 
they fixed. r 

1155. Making their bargain ? — Yes, so I understand. 

1156. And the government does not interfere to prevent 
that ? — I believe not at all ; I have alv^ays understood the busi- 
ness to be simple and easy. 

1157. Does it amount to any thing more than an agreement 
with tV Dong merchant to take a certain quantity of goods 
IVom him for bis being the security*? — I believe they unitormly 
purchase a part at the price agreed on. 

1 158. Not higher th*in the market price? — No, 

1 159. When you state that it is a simple operation, he agrees 
* with the Hong merchant, wdio will supply him with a certain 

'quantity of goods on reasonable terms ? — Yes ; but if I gV) with 
a rich ship, 1 can make good terms. I pay mdne}^ of course ^ 
which gives me advantages. 

IIGO. They are glad tb supply you at the market price? — 
Yes, very glad. 

Is not the difficulty greater when you carry out goods 
than when you carry out specie ? — I never shipped goods ; 1 
should conclqde it was certainly greater. • 

1 162. You hav/3 stated tlijit you have carried o£- trade 

from’the year 1799 1811 ?— Yes, and occasionally ; the* last 

time in 1820, . , 

• s ^ 

1163. Is there any circumstance m the trade, according to 

your opinion, which induced you to leave k oft'?— I did not find 
it profitable. « « 

1164>. You have state3 that, new tea* was grej^jt-ly superior in 
price to old tea;, do you mean new tea<Jought in China, or tea 
wliich has been long kept in the United States »of America ? — 
1 intended the remark to apply in both ways. ^ ^ 
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1165. What period do you consider long in tea, after its Fob. isjn, 

arrival, being kept in the United States before it was sold ? — — 

At New York, in the case of some of the persons who have Mdne. 

been ynfortunate^ tHe old teas were sold at ruiijus prices. 

1 166. How long had they been kept on hand ? — They had 
forfeited the drawbacks : of course, they had been more than 
one year in the country; probably two; I cannot speak t(j^the 
time. They were sold very low.in the case of Mr. Smith. 

1167. Without any other* circumstance in the market, the 
c|uality of the teas was held to be of loss value in consequence 
ol' the time they had been on hand ? — Yes. 

1168. You have stated that the trade became less profitable ; 
can -you state what the profit was by your last investment from 
Cliina? — I did not make much, or rather I did not tnake any 
thing. 1 believ^itlias occasionally been better since* 

1 169. Did you ever hear of any disputes arising between tlie 
Aificrican subjects and tlie Chinese government ?— I have 
mentioned that iy those cases wherein I was iiit<?k*ested nothing 
unpleasant ever occurred. I only know from the public prints 
relative to the sailor, a case which has been mentioned ; the 
vessels in w'hich I was interested never experienced any diffi- 
culty. 

1170. ,You have had no information from other persons as to 
those disputes ? — No, I have not. 

ll\l. Yt)u have stated the proportion of price *iif China 
between the fresh teas and the old teas ; have the goodness to 
state what, upon the average, in the towns of imerica, is the 
difference between teas of a 3 ^ear old aild the fresh teas; is it 
five,* ten, fifteen per cent., or what proportion ? — Taking care 
what ^say, I should say it exceeded five per cent.; but I do * 
not mean to pledge myself. It extremely difficult to.sell 
tliem, unless tlie old teas have been originally of a very good 
quality. 

1172. Is it not an universal opinion that the quality originally 
of some of the fresh teas is better than of the stale tea? — There 
is uniformly a decided preference ; it is extremely difficult to sell 
tlie old when the new arrives. 

Ilfs. Are you aw^are thab the East-lndia Company in tins 
country arMobilged by law to keeia their teas 9 yea? before they 
sfell tliem ? — 1 have heard that the teas weye kept a long time ; 

I was not sensible of it ; I have Jt^eard the subject mentioned ; 

I have no knowledge of th’b law, 

1174. Supposing that to be the case, and that the East-lndia 
' Company, either by compulsion of the law, or other circum- 
stances, were th*e habk of keeping their teas always a year 
before they sold them, io not you think that any other trader 
offering in the fresh teas, w ould find a great prefc- 

rence over the (Joinpanv? — Det*i(U'dl>* so. 

* u 
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27) Fel> 18:i0. 1175. That the taste of this country, like that of America, 

— would pronounce itself in favour of the fresh tea over the stale ? 

Mr.Ji. Mil/ic. — Decidedly so. 

1176. You fcive stated the duties in v^merica to be levied 
on the different teas, mentioning the teas by name, so much on 
souchong, so much on twankay, and so on ? — Yes. 

H(77. Is it not common for one quality to be packed up in 
China with a different name : hyson for hyson-skin, or young 
^ hyson, and so on, for the purpose lof affecting the rate of duty 
to be collected in America ? — That would be considered a great 
fraud, and, of course, persons of respectability never do such 
things ; I have no knowledge of it myself ; I have heard of a 
person in New York practising some deceptions, but of course 
ho lost creditj and the thing was discontinued, I imagine ; I 
have no 'knowledge of such frauds, and cannot speak to them ; I 
should consider the instances very few. 

1178. ‘Do you suppose that if, for instance, young hyson was 
packed for hystn-5kin, a custom-house officer could distinguish 
the qualities on their arrival ? — I think he could. 

1179. And that any fraud attempted of that description 
would be detected ?— If such frauds exist the instances arc very 
few. 

1180. You have stated up to what time your trade jsvas pro- 
fitable and when it ceased to be so, and when you were in- 
duced t6 retire from it; from the period that the China trade 
ceased to be profitable, has not almost all foreign trade of ^every 
description bee,n losing? — All foreign commerce from the 
United States has, generally speaking, been very unprofitable. 

1181. Do you think that this China trade to which you allude 
Jias merely fallen into the same position with almost all the 
slipping trade of the country? — When I left tl^e China trade I 
turned my attention to cotton, which my friends and con- 
nexions in Lancashire were quite at home in, but I did not 
better myself much. 

1182. The commerce generally has been a losing occupation 
for many years past ? — I believe a good deal so. 

1183. Were you ever concerned in a w'holc cargo to China? 
— Merely as shipper on freight. 

1134. To whaf extent?— As my capital increased, my 
business increased, commencing moderately. 

T185. That is the practice m the American trade? — Yes. 

1186. When you speak of the foreign trade of the United 
States being a losing one, do you mean to apply that remark to 
the import of raw mat^ials into this?, country,, or the whole 
course of trade, including the imporUand export trade? — I 
believe that a person who imported English tlry goods judi- 
ciously, what I would term a practical man, ev^n yet, under all 
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the difficulties, makes a little money; at least if he did not grow 25 Feb. \ km). 
very rich, he would get a living, I think, with economy. ^ 

1187. The profit ^jiade is chiefly on the export of manufac- 
tures from this country to America ? — The coinmerce of the 
United States is ver^ extensive ; and various persons who export 
colonial and domestic produce often lose money. Tersons who 
import English goods on a moderate scale, and have judicious 
agents in this country, I believe, are rather benefited, bur not 

matcrially,of late. , 

1188. The benefit of the trade, upon the whole, consists more 
in the profit on the manufactured article than in the exporta- 
tion of the raw material ? — Yes, I think so. Importers of French 
goods do well sometimes ; but to these points I cannot speak 
explicitly. 

1189. Have yhu^ever imported any China silk goods? — I 
have done so. 

1190. Have you ever imported any raw silk? — Never. 

1191. Has the profit on China silk goods teen equal to that 
on tea ? — I think, on the whole, better. 

1192. Have you ever imported any nankeens ? — Yes. 

1 1 93. What proportion of profits do nankeens bear to other 
articles imported? —The nankeens were often a bare article; 
sometimes they lay on hand. 

1194. Should you say that the demand in America for tea is 

increasing ? — The population increases greatly, and the'^ demard 
for tea increases with it. The usual breakfast is coffee ; they 
drink tea in the afternoon. * • 

1J195, Do the labouring classes in file United States drink 
tea as they do in this country ? — 1 believe they do. 

1196. Was there any export of ten from the United States to 
Qfly of the southern ports of America ? — A little, I think,* but 
limited. I cannot speak to that ; I have heard of it. 

1197. Do you know that any teas are smuggled into the 
•Canadas? — I have beard much of that. I have been in Canada, 

and heard of it there, and I suppose it did exist : I have spoken 
to that in the former part of my evidence, 

1 TO8. When you mentioned tfle quality of tea in America to 
be as gopi^as that in England, di^d you refer^to {he fresh tea in 
Amferica or the old tea ? —I believe the whole of the green teas, 
the hyson, the imperial, and gunpowder, to be as good tea as 
can be produced, in my opinion. ^ 

1199. As good tea as there is here?— Yes, Ithink so; they 
have been bought for Spanish dollars. , 

1200. Do ypu refer to the fre§h teas of those descriptions, or 
the year-old teas of those descriptions ?—I^ refer to the teas 
generally, whe^ they are imported, being of as good quality as 
can be procure'^t ^ 



148 


f-:vii)i:NCi-: on kast-india affairs: 


1 Mar. IK:J0. 
J. Davis, 


LuncE^ lo die Martii^ 1830, 

JOHN FRAlNCIS DAVIS, Esq. agaili called in, and 
examined. 

* ♦ 

1201. The Committee understand that trade, on the part of 
the East-India Company, is given in shares to the Hong mer- 
chants ; will you state the proportion of those shares ? — The 
shares are in number twenty-one*^; of which the chief Hong 
merchant has four, the four next three, and the two last two and 
a half each. 

1202. Are there not some of the Hong merchants insolvent ? 
— Certainly not ; they are all in full trade. 

1203. T)o each of them really receive tlioee shares of the 
trade. Some of them receive more, according, to the teas which 
may be at their disposal beyond the actual contracts. The^se 
proportions apply« only to what are called the contract teas, 
about three-filths of the Company's investment.* The remaining 
two-fifths are left to be filled up by casual tenders on the part 
of those who may have the best teas to offer. 

1204. Are the casual tenders always from the Hong mer- 

chants, and never from any other party? — From the Hong 
merchants. •’ 

1205. ^ Are those shares considered of value ? — As regards the 
teas, but, otherwise as regards the imports ; for the hong* mer- 
chants sustain a loss upon a great number of imports. ** 

1206. Upon ttie whole you consider them valuable ? — They 

must be so . • 

* 1207. Have you ever heard them estimated at any certain 

amount?— I have heard sfich conjectural estimates; bul they 
must be mere guesses, as we cannot have access *to their books* 

1208. Have you ever known them to be sold ?— Certainly 
not ; it is quite out of my’knowledge, 

1209. Did you ever hear that each share was reckoned 

worth 40,000 dollars ?— It must be a guess on the part of the 
person that reckoned it. ^ 

1210. With, respect to contract teas, is the contract made 

each year ? — It is made in the% preceding season fon'^-he subse- 
quent one. c 

1211. And the price then «*ettled? — Always in reference to 

each denomination of tea. There is a descending scale of 
prices; and in reference to the tea whidi maybe produced 
under each class, the price is settled. ^ * 

1212. Is that series of price settled every year, ^ or does it go 
on from year to, year The series of prices, in reference to 
qualities, is settled, and has been for some time.^ One differefice 
I recollect that lately took place ; it was genonl reduction in 
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the prices of teas, on^ tale under every character. It took place 
in the year 1825, and was in favour of the Company to the 
amount of about £20,000. 

1213. Then, with the exception of that diminution, the prices 
for each dass of lea^ have been settled for some time ? — They 

have.* ■ * ' 'r,< > if 

J214. Do you remfeniber how long? -i* I dannot state e»i|ptly. 

1215. But from 1825 to the present moment the same price 
has been given ?— Yes, gen A*aIIy, 

1216. !Are the teas that are not Contract teas purchased also 
according to a'sede of prices, or according to the market price? 
—They are purchased in reference to their quality, and accord- 
ing to the scale. 

1217. That i% in fact, upon the same rule vCith respect to 

price as the contract teas ? — -No ; they are necessarily lower in 
pr;ce, being lower in quality. ^ 

1218. What do you call the teas which are»nqjt contract teas ? 
— There is a certain portion called “ winter teas the re- 
mainder must be described by the negative term, “ not contract 
teas.*' 

1219. According to tlieir quality, would the teas that are not 
contract teas be purchased by the Company at the same rate as 
the contract teas ? — No ; they are always understood to be 
lower. 

1220. In what proportion are they lower? — The proportion 

must be *gatherea from the total ; it is impossible for me to 
state it. ^ • * 

1221. Upon what ground is it that they are lower?— On the 
ground of their being inferior, or perhaps old teas. 

1222. Are they always old teas ?-i-Not always, but upon the 
ground of their* being generally inferior. 

1223. Is there not a portion of the winter teas which is of a 
superior quality of tea ?— The winter iPeas are always purchased 

* in the current season for shipment in the subsequent season. 
They are what were rejected as ‘‘contracts;” they were delorv 
contract quality y and are taken at a very reduced price. 

1224. Are they invariably tfelow ? — They must be below, 

having offered as contracts, /ind not acc^ted. 

1*225. Then are the Committee to understand, that all the 
tea which is not contract tea, has been rejected in the antece- 
dent year as contract tea? — In file current year, 'not all ; only 
the winter tea. « 

1220. But the other portions, which are*not winter teas, have 
not been rej^tedT? — Those which artf not winter teas have not 
been rejected! * . 

1227. What, proportion do those which have not been re- 
jected bear to liiose w|iich have been rejected ? — It is very clif- 
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ficult for me to state, because the quantity of the winter teas 
varies in different seasons. 

1228. Can you furnish the Committee with an account, for 
two or three vears, of the proportions of the teas ? — The* total 
investment of the Company's black teas is about 270,000 chests, 
of which the contracts are three- fifths. Of winter teas there are, 
I thi|^k, about 20,000 chests ; but this varies. 

1229. The winter teas being the rejected teas of the antece- 
dent year ? — Of the season ante(}edcnt to their shipment. They 
are purchased in February, and shipped in the subsequent Oc- 
tober or November. They are rejected, not as being positively 
bad, but as being comparatively inferior to the high class called 
contract. 

1230. ^Then the prices paid by the Company are settled 
according to the scale, and without referedbd* to the market 
price of the day? — Yes ; but they are lower than the contracts. 
They are* settled according to the scale, subject to change lAid 
alteration. The Cbmpany has always regulated the market price 
of teas. 

1231. When did any change take place?— The last consider- 
able change took place in 1825, but 1 will not say that some 
denominations have not been lowered ^nce. 

1232. How is the price fixed upon this scale?— The^ price is 
fixed according to a certain classification under each denomina- 
tion. "Kiere are not less than ten classes under each^denomina- 
tion ; for instance, under the denomination of congo, .therfe arc, 
iq fact, more thjin ten classes. 

1233. Between what parties is it that this price is fixed ? — Be- 
tween the buyers and the sellers: between the Hong and* the 
Company. 

1234. Do you know whether the teas that are.sent to Canada 
are purchased by the Company according to the same scale of 
price as those sent to this country ? — They are not contract 
teas ; they are of a lower •description. 

1235. Do they form any proportion of the shares which the 
Hong merchants supply by contract ? — No ; the whole consign, 
ment is to the amount of not more than £100,000. 

1236. Those are not purchased -then according to this scale of 
price? — They are^ipurchased socording to the price«*;rhich, the 
Company choose to affix to each quality. 

4237. Are they higher or lower ? — They are lower than the 
contracts, and. of a lower quality. 

1238* In proportion to the quality, are they lower than the 
contract teas ?— I bdlieve^ the price is proportioned, as ‘well as 
can be, to the real value of the commodity in*both cases. 

1239. Can yoh speak positively to that? — I should say de- 
cidedly. 

r 
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J 240. How are the prices of woollens, which the Hong mer- 
chants take, affixed ? — According to the demand. 

1241. The same.way as the teas? — Yes; except that the 
relative situation of tne parties dealing becomes changed. The 
one become sellers, aqd the other buyers- 

1242. But still it is a mutual agreement between the parties? 
— Certainly. I would add, that the last consignmeiait of 
woollens to China, it is estimated, will yield a profit upon the 
whole, if the prices remain the same as they were by the last 
accounts. 

1243. Supposing*^ then, in so far as the value of woollens goes, 
that, there were an arbitrary price put upon the woollens and 
updn the tea, it does not follow that we should ascertain the 
exact value of t he teas purchased by the Company ? — They 
must both be regulated according to the best conception that 
the two parties have of the supply and the demand. 

1244. But they are not regulated according to the price of 
the day in either* instance ? — They must be ; the market price of 
the day must be as much as the sellers can get, and as little as 
the buyers can manage to give. 

1245. When the Americans entered into the trade of supply- 
ing Canton with manufactured goods, did the price of the 
manufactured article fall in the Canton market? — Certainly 
it did. 

» * 0 

1246. pid the price of the woollens that the Company fur- 
nished to the Hong at the same time sustain a corresponding 
failure? — They certainly fell ; the Company had to complain of 
a faJl. 

1247. To what extent?— I cannot tell exactly. 

1248. Are there any minutes kept^of the agreements between 
the Hong and the supercargoes ? — They are all on the Com- 
pany’s records. 

1249. Do you remember when the last arrangement was 
made between the Hong and the supercargoes, with respect to 
the price of woollens? — The arrangement takes place every 
year* with reference to the supply and the demand. 

^1250. Do the prices vary 6very year? — Certainly. 

. 1^51.*lBut not of the teas? — Ves, I have said before that 
they did. There was a variation in the *wholc investment in 
the year 1825, since whioli time'll cannot exactly £peak to par- 
ticulars. 

1252^ Are you aware that if tea was purchased in the market 
of Canton, for re^dy mqney for instance, it might be bought at 
much lower rates thaiv those pa'id by the Company ? — I think 
the evidence 1 heard in this room went to prove that. That 
what the Amdticans call a rich ship, that is, a ship freighted 
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1 Mar. 1830. with dollars^ will always be more welcome to the Chinese than 
— a ship freighted with mamifactures* 

J* F. Davis, 

Dsq* 1253. Do you know the proportion in^which teas so pur- 

chased for ready money would vary from the contract prices 
paid for the teas, supposing the quality to be the same ? — 
Except that it would be lower for cash, 1 cannot speak exactly. 

1^4. Do you conceive that there would be a difference, 
upon bohea for instance, of from 9(i.^paid by the Company to 5</. 
and a fraction paid by the Alnericans ? — The denominations 
of teas can be no guide whatever with reference to the value of 
the teas- There is as much difference between the quality of 
teas of the same denomination, as there is between wine sold 
at a tavern and that drunk at a gentleman's table, although they 
are both* called Sherry or Madeira. ^ 

1255. Are there no means of comparison at all between the 
prices paid in the market of Canton, and the contract prices^of 
the Company's ’teds? — They are both in proportion to the real 
value of the commodity ; and the contract teas are of a very 
high quality. 1 am not aware that they arc bought by any but 
the Company in general. 

1256. In the year 1825, when a diferent arrangement took 

place about price, w^s there a meeting between the H^ng mer- 
chants generally and the supercargoes with respect to that 
alteratioii in the price?— That would be the way in which such 
a measure must be operated. ^ 

* 1257. Do yod remem^;er whether it did actually take place ? 
— No doubt it did. , 

* 1258. Are there any minutes of it? — There are the fullest 

minutes of every transaction that takes place regularly sent 
home, in what are called < Public Consultations,*^ to the India- 
llouse. 

1259. Can you inform *the Committee of the particulars of 
an arrangement entered into between the Select Committee ' 
and the supercargoes and the Hong merchants in the year 1828, 
not long after the failure of the security-merchant Manhop ? — 
There are complete minutes *upon the subject at the Iftdia- 
House ; and they ye of betlei^authority than I am, Jpf 1 hap- 
pened from necessity ^to be absent from the spot at that period. - 

1260. Do you recollect what' the sqbstance of the agreement 
was ; whether it was not agreed by the Hong merchants, under 
a penalty of 20,000 dollars or some such sufn, to be paid by any 
Hong merchant who*should, after a certain d^te, grant rf license 
for the sale of any foreign imports to any other person than a 
Hong merchant, pr to ship off any godds purchased from an 
outside merchant ? — This arrangement among ^the Hong mer- 
chants took place entirely without the instigatiqp of the Corn- 
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inittee, or their interference* It was in consequence of this 1 Mar. 1830. 
edict from the Hoppo 

J, Ft DaviSf 

From his Excellency the Hoppo, Wan Ta-Jin, to the 
Linguists Achow and others : 

'*J[t has been found* out that some persons who formerly opened 
shops for European wares, have entered the merchants’ hongs and 
clandestinely do business with foreigners ; but foreign ships cciyning 
to Canton are restricted, in all their imports and exports, to deal 
with the Hong merchants. If qptive shopmen carry on a clandes* 
tine commerce, the law accounts it a treasonable intercourse. The 
severity of the law is to prevent frauds on the revenue. But the 
shopmen evade the law by forming connections with the Hong 
merchants, gradually entering and assuming a false pretence of 
superintending the Hong concerns, carry on their illegal shops 
with the foreigners^ and bring up and send down cargqps in tne 
name of the Hoirfgr The merchants connive at it, and the linguists 
receive bribes to report the duties. But it is forgotten that large 
debts for duties are accumulated, and foreign claims ineretsed, and 
the Hong merchants are eventually injured. The>est way to pre- 
vent future evils is to be careful beforehand. Besides ordering 
Howqua and the other merchants to examine whether there be any 
shopmen in the Hongs or not, and forthwith to expel them instead 
of retaining them to carry on an illicit commerce with foreigners, 
and declaring that if any ^are to disobey this order, on the facts 
being discovered, the goods will be confiscated, ancf the shopmen 
delivered over to the local ^vernment to be punished. Besides 
doing these things, an order is hereby Issued to the linguists, re*> 
quirjng tl^em to act according to the tenour of this ; and iiereaftei* 
should any shopman clandestinly enter the hongs and deal with 
the foreigners, the linguists are disallowed to report their goods i|t 
the custom-house, and are required to giire informaUon to govern- 
ment that the goods may be confiscated. "Should the linguists 
openly assent to and secretly oppose this order, and as before . 
report goods at the custom-house, tti^ moment It is discovered they, 
will be severely punished. — Dec. 17th. 1827-'* * • 

1261. Are there not frequent proclamations or edicts by the 
Viceroy and by the Hoppo against smuggling of every kind ?— 

•This was a more particular one, in consequence of the succes- 
sive failure of three of the Hong merchants. 

1262. Are not frequent proclamations of that kind issued 
against smuggling and illeg^ trai!sactions?— -Not so frequently 
against is called the ** outside trade as gainst the opium 
trade. * 

1263. Are not those considered matters*of course, and does 
not smuggling go on increasing notwithstanding? — I would con- 
fine tlie cdjdervation . to opium, because That is a contraband 

» article v^ddeh cannot pay duties. The edic| quoted is quite of 
a different descriplaon. I have not known more than three or 
four since my* residency in the * country. I remember one in 
IS 17, when the Company interfered m ya'(i)urH)£ the shopmen, 
and requested the government to allow them to trade to a cer- 
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1 Mar. 1830. tain extent with the ships without being subject to the inter- 
- — ference of the Hong merchants. That application failed ; and 

j. F. appears that there were two hundred shops soon after shut 

up by order of the government. This laat was without any 
complaint on the part of the Hong ; it was a spontaneous act 
on the part of the government. • 

, 1264:. Are the Committee to understand that the Company 
entCTed into no arrangement with the Hong merchants in con- 
sequence of that?— The Company had that year suffered very 
much by the abstraction from fheir contracts of teas of which 
they had always been accustomed to have the first choice ; and 
the Committee then thought, that as they had suffered in that 
yearns investment, it was for the interest of the Company to 
endeavour to maintain their accustomed advantage. The C6urt 
did not*entei‘ into these views to their Qill extent, and the 
resolution of the Committee has been alterejT; but they did at 
the moment think that it w*as for the interest of the Company 
to tell those Hoqg merchants, whom they suspected of conni- 
ving at the system, that if any individual of their body 
contributed again to the injury of the Company’s investment, 
for the sake of a higher price, the Company would diminish 
their dealings with him. 

1265. Did they not state to the ^lon^ merchants that they 
reserved to themselves the right of depriving such If ong mer- 
chant of any share of the Company’s trade, if they should 
again gt*ant parcels or permit facilities to the outside merchants 
to de^ with the Americas and other traders ? — h did not 
extend to the general trade in articles which had always been 
allowed to the shopmeif. It was with reference to teas more 
especially ; with reference to matters which affected the €om- 
* pany’s investment and the Company’s interests, 

. 1266. As regarded tea^alone, did they make their intention 
known to the Hong merchants Yes ; they told them that if 
they found their investment suffered, they should consider it 
their duty to show their disapprobation, by dealing less with the 
merchants who connived at it. 

1267. Are the Committee to understand that the Chinese 

were themselves anxious to deal with Americans and others, and 
thereby abstracted a portion bf tlie Company’s trade, but that 
the Company's ^rvants inte^ered to prevent it Com- 

pany’s servants at that time thought it was their duty to preserve 
the first choice, whfch they had always enjoyed, of those supe- 
rfor teas ; and they thought ftiey could do this in no other way, 
than by telling the merchants that they,, would deal less with 
any individual of th^ir body who injured the Company’s interests, ^ 
by contributing to the new system. • 

1268. In fact, th^y were anxious to keep up that preference 
which they had In the choice of the teas, notwithstanding the 
outside merchants wished to deal with others ,^^They did; but 
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the idea has been since given up, in consequence of the receipt i Mar. 1830. 
of a reply from the Court, saying they thought it was better to — 
let things tiike their natural course. • ^^"*^**> 

1269. Then, in fact, did matters revert to their old channel, 
notwithstanding the e^Jict you have now read ? — Certainly not, 
with Regard to all commodities. It is still held by the Canton 
government to be traitorous for an outside dealer to d^^l in 
certain staple articles. 

1270. Can you state any instance in which the government 
has acted on the spirit of that edict, and punished any outside 
merchant for dealing with Americans or any other foreigners? 

—I have not yet heard of any instance since that edict. 

1^71. What is the Chinese punishment for treason; what 
penalty would attac^ to that class of treason which ks desig- 
nated by this trad'e? — Treason, strictly speaking, is the highest 
crime tJiat can happen under a despotism; and in Chinji^ entails 
thd highest punishment. What sort of treason dealing with 
foreigners is, I not aware ; but it might pro&alfly be punished 
by banishment for life to Tartary. 

1272. Have you ever known that punishment indicted for 
that offence ? — Soon after the Company's interference in 1817, 
two hundred shopmen were taken up and punished ; the least 
punishment, I believe, was the confiscation of their goods. 

1273. At what time was thatP-^In the year 1817. 

12'^4. Have you ever known such a proceeding takefi at any 
other period ?— Constantly ; it has happened every two or three 
years since I have been in the service, that outside men have 
been apprehended. It is for the purpdie of extorting money 
from them, 

127^. Has it, in point of fact, interrupted the proceedings ' 
of the outside merchants ?— It nevef can entirely. I consider 
the outside trade at Canton to be perfectly secure in regard to 
certain permitted commodities, but not in regard to the others. 

1276. Have you ever heard that out^de merchants have given 
’sums of money, 5,000 or 10,000 dollars, to the Hong merchants, 
for their pass to cover certain exports, which legally they could 
not send without the Hong merchants' authority ?— They have, 

I believe, bribed them. . * • 

^77. not that been of vgry frequen^ occurrence ?— I 
believe that no outside dealer, where his business is illegal, can 
manage well to carry on such transactions* without bribing the 
Hong merchants. It is a sort of tSbe on the outside •trade. 

1278. The Committee understand from you that the Hong 

merchants have legally a monopoly of the trade from the port 
of Canton ? — In 4£^ples^ • 

1279. Do you mean* in the trade wnth Europe and India ?— 

The Chinese do^ot discriminate between the places from which 
foreigners come^ 
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1 Mar. }830. 1280. Do you recollect any articles which are excepted from 

— . that monopoly There is one which, I believe, is now excepted, 
J-F.DaviSi namely, silk piece-goods; it is a trade which the Hongraer- 
chants cannot carry on, being a business Of detail, fit only for 
the outside dealers. 

128L Did not that take place in 16^8 by p^claniati6n ?. — 
The nroclamations were against free trade ; but silk has been 
allowed to the outside desJers. 

1282. Then except silk piepf^rgocds all other articles con- 
sidered illegal, if they do not gp through the Hong merchants ? 
-r Besides silk piece-goods, there are a variety of trifling things. 
The daily wants of a i^reigner at Canton must be supplied from 
the shops : for instance, a man could not go and buy a parr of 
shoes from Howqua. There are, besides, sugarTcandy, and 
mats, e^d things of that kind* d. 

12d3.^Are you aware of sums of money being paid by the 
outside merchants to the Hoppo for the privilege of exportiilg ? 
—I am not aware^pf that; I shoidd say, they yrere pwd to the 
Hong merchants. The Hoppo is in a situation too high to 
admit of bargains between him and the outside dealers. 1 should 
think the bribes were paid, in part, to the underlings of the 
Hoppo. ^ 

1284. Will you state what the oflice of the Hoppo is, and 
what his duties are, and the importance of them ?— .He is the 
third ci^l.officer in rank at Canton ; he ranks after ti|;ie governor 
of the province ; and he is chief commissioner of the customs* 
His duty is to superintend the foreign trade in general. 

128d. Are you aware«whether he is paid by salary or by com- 
mission?—'! believe that, under that corrupt government, he 
* receiyes very little positive salary, and is allpwed principally to 
'pay bunself. Most of th^ situatiions connected with foreign 
trade are sold to the best bidder, who remunerati^s himself as he 

1286# Have you not heard that tba^t is principally (]Me by 
conniving at evasions of the revenue bplieve tnat it i% to a' 

considerable extent, and by sums that he wrings from the Hong 
merchants ; in every way, in fact, that he can obtain money. 

1287. Arc.the Committee to understand that there is a disr 
position, on the part of the tfbinese outside merchaUi^a. to dsal 
witii foreigners, but that the Hong, by the privileges whieh^they 
possess, restrain them should say, that there is necessarily 
aMisporitioir, on the part of Ihe outside dealers, to participate 
in the lucrativis trade with foreigiiars, but that both the govern- 
ment and the Hoiag merc^tonta are, from inteiiest, opposed to « 
it ; the government, because they are mpre sepure of their reve- 
nues if they come regularly ; ana the H^g merchants, natur^ly 
with that self-lore mada every maq tp tbq for him 

self and the body to which he belongs. ^ 
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1288. Blit you #ay that tha government have relaxed in i Mar. la^o, 
eome of the regulations in favour of tlie outside merchants ?— 

I believe that in one article they have, either by positive conni" 
vance or by positive enactment, allowed the siJk trade to the 
outside dealers. 

1289. Was there arJy vvritten contract, pn the occasion that 
has been mentioned, between the supercargoes and the Hong 
merchants? — I believe that it was, just in so many wordfe^ ad- 
dressed to those Hong merchants whom they suspected of having 
assisted in. depriving them *of their accustomed choice of teas, * 
that tliey would show their displeasure towards any Hong mer- 
chants who contributed to it, by dealing less with them than 
with the others. 

1290. Have you any knowledge of a letter addressed by the 
American agent, the chief of the Select Committee, remon- 
strating against such part oPtlie arrangement in question as 
involved his interest as an American ?— -Some of the Americans 
(for all of them would not sign these petitions ^to the government) 
had endeavoured to bring the British into odium ^ith the Chinese. 

I think on the Company’s records there is copy of an address of 
theirs, saying that the British had set themselves up in opposi- 
tion to the Emperor— a charge of the most injurious cast in such 
a country as China ; apd we at that moment felt that we owed 
so little^ to the Americans, and particularly to this individual, 
that we Returned a very short answer. He wanted us to assist 
him on sqme occasion, and we returned liim a ver^ laconic 
ansvt^er, from thp feeling that we owed him very little. 

1291. Is that letter and that answer on recoq^P— I think they 
both are on record. This petition hadt not been signed by all 
the* Americans. 

12^2. Are you aware whether the American merchants af 
Canton, on finding that their trad^with the outside merchants 
was put an end to by the arrangement made between the super- 
cargoes and the Hong, held a meeting and resolved to petition 
the Viceroy against sucli proceeding believe that those in- 
‘ dividuals of the Americans wbo bad signed this previous peti- 
tion, did repeat their application through the medium or the 
Hong merchants. 

T293. Have you eve r s e aBda *CQpy or translation pf that peti- 
-- Iwn senjyn by the AmeffBanfr— 1 saw somojive or six pf them ; 

^buf witnregard to that prticular one, I capnot say. 

1294. Did not ope of these getitipps W the Viceroy charge 
the agents ^ the E^^India Company directly with having 
originated the arrangement which the Americans considered so 
prejudi^l to their interest ?— If they did ,piake that assertion, 
the records will ^owthat it was incorrect. 

1295. According to your recollection, tras that the aUe^tion 

in their petition ?-w^It might have been tbeii? allpgatiop ; if 

it was so, I m^t den^ the truth of it. 
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'Evidence on east-india affairs : 

1296. Are you aware whether any answer was sent to that 
petition from the Chinese authorities ? — Yes ; but the tenour of 
it I cannot speak to. There was so much correspondence that 
1 cannot speak positively to any individual document. 

1297a Have you ever seen the answer pf the government to 
the American application ? — ^1 dare say 1 did, but its exact fenour 
I eannot charge my memory with. 

1298. Do you recollect whether that proclamation for the first 
time legalized the transactions of fo^teigners with outside mer- 
chants r— I should say that there is no material difterence at 
this moment with regard to the real state of the trade, except 
in the article of silk piece-goods. I have heard, though 1 can- 
not speak positively from my own recollection, as it did’ not 
concern ps, that manufactured silk has been added to the other 
things that were before allowed td the outsiJe^dealers. 

1299. •Did it not, to the best of your recollection, as regarc^d 
the ex’port of manufactured silks, and the import of all cotton 
manufactures, legalize the trade with the outside dealers? — 
Yes, I think it did ; it admitted those things to the list which 
before existed of the trade permitted to the outside dealers. 

1300. Will you have the goodness f,o read, from the Canton 
Register of the 2d of August 1828, a statement therein con- 
tained of a proclamation concerning the trade carried on by 
shopmen, dated July 14th, 1828. 

[ The tvitnesji read the same, as follonjos ;] 

* “ Proclamatioif concerning the Trade carried on by Shopmen ; 

dated, July 14th 1828. , 

^ “ Le, governor of Canton, &c.&c. with Yen, commissioner of cus- 
toms at the port of Canton,^ereby make known regulations Agreed 
upon' for carrying on commerce between native shopmen and foreign 
merchants of all nations, and require obedience to the same. 

** The treasurer and judge of Canton having received orders to meet 
and deliberate on the subject* reported to me, the governor, as follows : 

‘ We being commanded to meet and deliberate on regulations for 
the trade between native shopmen and foreign merchants, ordered the 
Kwongchowfoo to unite with the Nanhae and Pwangu magistrates, and 
examine the old records on the subject, then consult and state their 
opinion. They did so, and laid the result before us, when we came to 
the following resolutions : • ‘ 

** ‘ Foreign merchantsa>r all nations coming to Canton were formerly* 
restricted, in their dealings with shopmen, to leather shoes, china-ware, 
drc.* eight artides. Exclusive of these, all imports and exports were 
confined to the Hong merchants, who were made responsible for the 
duties, to prevent smu^ling and such nefarious proceed! ng«. Tiie 
linguists were appointe^ol^y for interpreting, at]|d«were not responsi- 
ble for trade. It is proper to keep them oh the did feoting, in con- 
formity with existing laws. * 

* But the Hong merchants have now represented, Jhat the Ameri- 
cans are desirous to be allowed to trade either with Hong 
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merchants, as they please, whether for great or small commodities. 1 Mar. 1830. 

And of late, foreign ships in greater numbers have come to Canton, in 

which are a great many trading skippers, for whom the eight articles to Davis, 

which they were restricted are insufficient. The circumstances of pre- 

sent dnd former times are different. That on deliberation, they would 

make out a list of the larger articles of import and export cargo to be 

confiiffid to the Hong merchants, and earnestly soliciting a change of 

the law, which would be showing compassion to the remote foreignys, 

and be beneficial at home. This was their motive. • 

“‘We (the treasurer and judge) commanded the officers before 
named to examine into the siibject and report, which they did. It is * 
firoper for us now to state the result ; which is, that a list be made 
out of exports, tea, raw sUk, &c. 24 articles ; and of imports, woollens, 
camlets, &c. 53 articles ; all of which large commodities the shopmen 
shajl be prohibited from dealing in. 

“ ‘ All other goods not inserted in the list, whether exports or im- 
ports, coarse or otH^ commodities, miscellaneous articles and eatables, 
sliall be left free to the foreign Merchants to deal with shopmen, and 
shall be shipped off* by Hong merchants, who are to be respQnsible for 
th^ duties. As to worked silks, since they are not brought from 
Soochow or Hongchow, but woven from time tb Ume by natives of 
Canton when applied for by the foreign merchants, and since the Hong 
merchants say that this practice is expedient, both for foreigners and 
natives, it is right to grant their request [to leave silks free], 

“ ‘ All coarse and misceyaneous articles not inserted in the list are 
free to the foreign merchant who now chooses to deal with shopmen. 

But hereafter, if the shopmen incur debts, the Mandarin merchants 
shall not be implicated. The foreign merchant must, in all such cases, 
be left to h^piself to clear his account. . ^ 

“ ^ With respect to shopmen dealing with foreigners, it is inex- 
pedient to leave them without some one to inspect their conduct. We 
(the treasurer and judge) request that it may be miale the duty of ahe 
Hong merchants and linguists to examine fil)m time to time, and should 
there be any smuggling, the Hong merchants shall be responsible, 
and the linguists brought up and punished. This change seems reouiret? 
by the times ; and since the foreigneiw will be compassionated, this 
merchants accommodated, and the responsibility fixed, there will be no 
loss to the revenue, nor any obstacle from the laws. 

“ ‘ Having received orders to exaniine^and tonsult, we now submit 
whether these suggestions be right or not, and wait for instructions to 
promulgate them. We moreover request that a communication may 
be made to the Hoppo to examine and conform.’ 

“ These statements have come before me, the governor; and as the 
deliberations are completed, I direct, in accordance with the above 
iii^SHggestions, a list to be made but of exports — tea, taw silk, &c. 24 
.articles.^'^Here he quotes, verbatilk, the precedbg paragraphs, and 
desires the Hoppo to issue a proclamation irv their united names to 
the Hong merchants, to communiyte the orders of government^ to 
the foreigners of all nation^ and to the native shopmeft, that one and 
all of them may yield obedience to the same.] ' 

• “ Thus the affair comes before me, the Hoj^o ; and I hereby issue, 

in the name of tho governor and Hoppo,* the following orders. [Here 
he repeats, v^hatim, the*pi*eceding, and then adds] 

“ Let merchants, forSgners, linguists and 6ho[}men, all be hereby 
fully informed, /hat hereafter they are required implicitly to obey the 
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1 Mat. 1&30. preceding regulations, to examine and conform their dealings to the 

list of exports and imports hereto annexed^ Hoi^ merchants alone 

F, Ihvii, are allowed to trade in the articles therein mentionecL Shopmen arc 
not permitted to haire any secret intercourse with foreigners. 

** Of the wrought silks, each shop is to be limited to 8,000 catties. 
The said shopmen are permitted to deal with foreigners only in mis*- 
celianeouB articles not in the great articles ot commerce. * 

^ The fordlgn merchant, in d^in^ wkh shopmen, has been required 
to ghe in a list, through the linguist, whose ears and eyes were near 
and can easily investigate. Hereafter, id reporting goods to be shipped 
ofi^ he must distinguish clearly which* belong to Hong merchants and 
which to shopmen. It is made the duty of the linguist to discriminate 
according to law, ere a permit be given. He is not allowed to confuse 
these things ; if he do, he will be severely punished. 

The linguists are besides ordered to make out a list of all. the 
foreign goods shops, and whether the owners be substantial good people, 
and cause them forthwith to present to gorernmmit associated names 
for security, to he preserved on record. 

** As t42 any debts that may hereafter be contracted by the shopmen, 
the for^nert themselves must manage the afikir, 

*‘lt is incumbent the Hong merchants and linguists to examine 
and report on what is going on. If they presume*' to conceal what 
they know, and any clandestine proceeding be educed, they will be 
severely prosecuted. Positively the governor’s and Hoppo’s words 
once gone forth, the law will follow. Poi^tively no indulgence will be 
shown* Let every one implicitly obey. Oppose not this special 
edict. 

List of the S4 Articles of Expeurt (confined to the Hongs). 
Assorts of teas* 2. Haw silk from Oakwong, .3. Silk pre^ 
pared for weaving. 4. Canton raw silk. 6. AIL sorts of ‘cloth. 
is. Native cassia. 7< Cassia buds. 6. Sugar-candy. *9. Sugar. 
l<y. Tutenague. *11. Alum. 12, Cloves. 13. Nutmeg (or mace). 
14. Quicksilver* 15. Chtelh camphor, 16. Rhubarb. 17. Galangal. 
18. Cluna root. 19. Vennilion. 20, Gamboge. 21, Damar. ' 22, 
'Star aniseed. 23. Pearl shells. 24* Cochineal* 

* List of the 63 Articles of Import* 

Worleys. 2* Dutch camlets. 3* Camlets. Long^ls. 5. 
Broad-cloths. 6* Cuttings of cloth. 7* ^orts of camlets. 8. Flo- 
rentines. 9. Ginseng. 10. SandaUwood. 11, Birds’-nests. 12. Cloves. 
13, Nutmegs. 14. PutchueV. 15, Olibanum. 16. Malay camphor. 
17. Elephant’s teeth. 18. Pepjjfer. 19. Foreign tin. 20. Ditto lead. 
21. Ditto copper. 22. Ditto steel. 23. Cotton. 24. Rattans. 25. 
Betel-nut. Bmalts* 27. Prussian blue. 28. Bicho do Mar. 

29. Fish maws. 30. Sharks’ fins. *31. Materuds for glass. 32. Ebony. 
33. Sapan-wood, 34. Cochineal. 3$. Gum kine. SG. 5^rrh. 
Physic* 38. Assafdbtida. 39. Pliysicoil. 40. QuicksUveir'^ 4 1.. Fo- 
reign iron. 42. Wax.* 43. Cutch. 44. Pearl shells. 45. Sagoi 
40. Undressed nOBls* 47. ^ 48. FUnts* 49. Borax. 50. 

Ambeir. 52. Oold and diver thread* SSL All ac^ts of skins. 53. 
Mace. ■ 

1301* l>oes it appear by that proclamation through what 
authority the American petition was pre!sente«£?^lt could only 
be presented throu^ tne medium, andc in. the words, of the 
Hong merchants.* The (question resolves itself into the re- 
spective privileges which Americans and EnjjBsh possess at 
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Canton ; and in order to show that the Company have 7wi been l Mar. 18?.0. 
hostile to the Americans, I may state that I myself interfered, . 

with the sanctiop of our Committee, in favour of an American 
named Ammidon^ in 1825, and availed myself ofthe knowledge ' 

I had of the Chinese language to write a petition for him to the 
authorities, complaining of the conduct of the Hong merchants. 

That petition was sent back unopened to the American, with a 
message to say, that no American could communicate directly 
in the native language witl^, the government. The individuafs 
grievance remains ‘to this day un redressed, 

1302. Do not the Chinese government in that proclamation 

state that circumstances are changed, and that it is necessary for 
them to make alteration in their commercial regulations as re- 
garded the outside merchants ? — It says that the eight articles 
are insufficient, ai?d that therefore it is necessary to enlarge it by 
the addition of the articles stated, principally of silk manufac- 
tui^s. ** . 

1303. Is it staged there that the Hong merclmnts shall have 
the privilege of dealing only in a certain number of staple 
articles? — ^It docs not prohibit them from dealing in other 
articles : it says, tliat they shall have the exclusive right of 
dealing in staple articles. ♦ 

1304. Are you aware that there is a list of enumerated 
articles,'" 'which none but British ships can import into England ? 

"—There is^l believe, a regulation of that kind. > « 

1305. With reference to the estimation in which the English 
are held at Canton, have you ever seen or heard of placards ki 
the Chinese language being posted up^in the European facto- 
ries,* accusing the English of being the means of mterrupling ^ 
trade Ijetween foreigners and the outside merchants ? — I believe/ 
there are placards put up by the Chinese occasionally against 
all foreigners, containing charges of a much more serious de- 
scription than that ; but I have not heard of those particular 
placards to which the question refeffe. Lampooning is very 
•common in that country. They even placard the officers of 
their own government* 

1306. Have you known of any placards complaining of the 
interference of the East-lndia Company? — No; placards con- 

"‘Hmimmg ^ise of all foreigners 1 Jiave neard 9f frequently, but 
not df the particular placard alluded to* 

1307. Are you aware whether that proclamation has been 
acted upon in regard to ^ermitfing the outside iherchants to 
deal with foreigners ?— I believe that the outside trade is now 

*very mueh in the same state that it has always been at Can- 
ton. It was l^ali^ed, regard to* certain articles, before, 

and to that lisf^ma ebrnmodit^s nave been since added. 

• 

1308. In yoiy* former evidence you stated that the Chinese 
arc decidedly am anti-pommercial people ; will you state any 
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J Mar. imo. individual instance m which theCliinese have refused intareourse 
, with foreigners ? — They have excluded us frem several ports to 
which we formerly had access. They have excluded the Rus- 
sians from Canton. ^ 

1309. Do you recollect the date when^ we were excluded ?— 
Not exactly ; but it was about the end of the seventeenth cen- 
tucyy in consequence of the conquest of the Tartars. The 
Tarthrs became masters of China» and were^ I suppose, more 
jealous than the former govcrnm^ti and accordingly excluded 
us from Amoy. 

1310. Have you ever heard that the Europeans excluded 
themselves from those ports to avoid the exactions made by the 
Chinese authorities ?— No : I believe they were positively ex- 
cluded by an act of the government ; I believe they would not 
be admitted there now. I have seen edicts from the government, 
saying that foreign trade must be confined to Canton. 

131Ji/ Have you any idea of what the extent of the tea trade 
to England was at that time ? — It was very inconsiderable, com- 
pared with our present trade. 

1315. Arc the Committee then to understand that the tea 
trade to England, now so large, has grown up since Europeans 
were excluded from Amoy ? — Certainly. 

1313. Is not that new trade beneficial to the people of China? 
— It would be more beneficial (because I conceive it would be 
larger) if- it were nearer to the centre of the empire. , That very 
great accession to the prices of tea, which arises r.frofb the 
long land-carripge, would he avoided, if the trade were nearer 
jhe tea provinces. i 

1314* Must not ao laige a trade be beneficial to the country ? 
* -T'lt cannot but be benefieial, a# f^r asJt goe$. 

. 1315. If the trade is beifisfrcial,. cat ifhat grounds do you sup* 
pose the government to be decidedly hostile to Incr^se that 
trade ?— Because it is decidedly hpstile to foreign intercourse. 
The institutions of thecduntry are biliH on the maxims of their 
great pbilosoper, Confucius; and it. was a leading precept of 
his to avoid intercourse with foreigners — to despise foreign 
commodities C those are bis words* Tlie sacred books of the 
Chinese are different from, the iBacred books of most otlier dbun- 
tries ; they are ^not so mu^h religious books, as 
ethics and on government ; and as long as the Chinese^ veiterate 
those books, so long will the institutions built upon those books 
remain more or less unchanged. » 

1316. Does the veneration of the Chinese, whatever may be 
its appearance pr^tically, pevent them from carrying on 
forei^ trade ?---rfmdpk»s of govemtpent t^at are absolutely 
preposterous in theny^hes, ana contrai;y 'to the 'A’spositions of 
human nature, liiusf in fact render themselves futile to a certain 
extent ; and to that extent the foreign trade prevails in China. 

O' 
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' 1S17. Are you aware that the port charges on vessels going i Mar. lesa 

to Atttoy are much higher than those on vessels trading to 

Cant6n> even taking the Chinese junks ? — I should think there 
is no difference bet^^en native vessels ; all the extortion and the 
tyranny is chiefly in r^g^rd to foreigners. 

1^8. If it should be the fact that the port charges at Amoy 
for Chinese junks are higher than the port charges at Cattfon, 
might not that in some measure account for the cessation of 
trade to that port ? — I really cannot speak to the difference of • 
charges on native vessels. 

1319. Can you speak as to the difference of charge which may 
exi^t at Amoy and at Canton with respect to foreign vessels ? — 

1 dan only speak from the trade at Amoy having been abandoned 
by foreign vess^s in consequence of those charges ; ^but they 
were not so much charges recognized by any law of the country, 
as^individual acts of extortion on the part of the Mandarins. 

1320. When you talk of the exorbitancy df^he charges, do 
you mean any Wcess of charge at Amoy as compared with 
Canton ? — I should judge, from the result, that were higher at 
Amoy. 

1321. Were not the Spaniards the only nation that had the 
privilege of trading to Amoy ? — All foreigners possessed that 
right forhierly. 

1322. r^d not the Spaniards continue to have that sight later 
than kny pther nation ?— They had the nominal privilege ; but 
that was rendered nugatory by the obstacles thesy experienced, 

1323. How lately have they abanddbed it ?— Within the last 
twenty years one attempt was made, which proved unsuccessfuh 
I shoii)d say, that all the ports of Chipa are virtually as com- 
pletely shut to Europeans as theporfs of Japan, with the excep- 
tion of the Dutch. 

1324'. Do you conceive the port of Amoy to be shut to all 
British vessels? — Certainly. 

1325. As the trading intercourse in China of European sub- 
jects has increased, does it not show that the anti-commercial - 
spirit is somewhat diminished ?— rl should say, that it was the 
Operation of the intefests Of individuals against a preposterous 

1326. Does not that interest ansvrer the'saine end ? — It must 
be checked, to a certain e;rtent, by the spirit and conduct of 
of the government. The trade would be infinitely greater, if we 
had access to several ports of the empire. ' 

1327. * You have stated that the Chinese government are 
aware of the advarftage oT the great trade with Canton ? — I'tan- 
not say that they ever Expressed themselves so^ but very much 
much the reverse : it may be itiferred that they value it, to the 
extent of the rev enue which they derive from it, and which is 
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I Mar. 1B30. very inconsiderable in proportion to the revenues of the empire. 

They would value it less, as they lost this revenue by the growth 

of smuggling. • 

1328. What is the amount of revenue femitted annually by 
tlie Hong ? — I have heard it stated at 2,p00,000 of tales ; but 
that is a trifling sum. * 

^129. Is not that about £650,000 a year ?— It is. 

1330. Does not that amount include the port charges of the 
port of Canton ? - 1 should thinkit docs ; that, on whatever 
grounds it is calculated, it includes every source of profit to the 
government. 

133L Are there any local charges upon the trade at Canton, 
independently of the government duties ? — I should think that 
the heaviest charge on the foreign trade at Canton was in the 
shyje of extortion ; much heavier than what finds its way to the 
coffers of the Emperor, 

1332. Independently of extortion, is there any portion of the 
charges upOn the trade which Is locally appropriated at Canton ? 
— There is a chaise called the consoo charge, for the benefit of 
the corporation of Hong merchants. 

1333. Have you ever seen in the Canton Register, that the 
Hoppo, or treasurer of the place, is stated to have remitted an- 
nually to Pekin between 1,900,000 and 2,000,000 of ‘tales ? — 

I may have seen it, but I should not found an opinion on any 
thing thdft’ I saw in the Canton Register : it is do\ a work of 
sufficient authority. 

*1334, Are ypli aware ^whether the revenue remitted is merely 
the revenue on imports, or does it comprise the transit duties 
•also?-* It must include the revenue of exports also; for the 
Chinese charge a tax of 3^ a pound on the shipment of teas at 
Canton. ** 

1335. Are you aware whether the Chinese levy at Canton 
any duties in Kind? — I am not aware of any such duties at pre- 
sent, There are a few clocks and watches, and such tilings, 
which are annually sent up to the Emperor. 

1336. Are you not aware that the port charges go to^ the 
Hoppo, as hist private perquisite ? — No ; there is a proportion of 
about, one-half which goes tti the Hoppo : the othen^iuglft!^ JO 

, find its way to the Epperor. 

*1837. In your former evide^jce you stated that the govern- 
ment of China is as independent of foreign trade as that of any 
country in the world: how do you reconcile that with the 
statement afterwards given, that in 1814, when the ‘English * 
supercargoes suspended \he fqreign tradg for si;r months, the 
government were so much affected, that they yielded to the 
lerms dictated iJy the Eost-India Company? — 1 do not think 
iliat goes to contradict my forinei' assertion, that it is as in- 
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dependent as any government in the world,” though it toa^ 1 Mar. 1830. 
thought proper in that case, by the local authorities of Canton, — 
to continue this trade with foreigners. The English were (at 
that, moment of war) the only traders at Canton ; and if they 
had been excluded all trade must have ceased. 

1388. Have you ever heard what proportion of the population 
are maintained in growing teas ? — 1 cannot speak to that. JNc 
do not know what their whole population is, nor, accorcfingly, 
any fractional part of it ; (^ur sources of information are so un-* 
satisfactory. Even their own *books seem most contradictory, 
and to be founded on no grounds that can be relied on. 

1339. Do you mean to say that the Chinese government, so 

long established, have no statistical tables or estimates, accessible 
to foreigners, of the population of different districts ?— 1 have 
seen one of those accounts, in which the population is njade to 
be about 250,000,000 ; but I do not attach a great deal of faith 
toothe correctness of it. * , 

1340. Are you to be understood to state, that the provinces 
of Fokien and tCiangnan are principally employed in rearing 
tea? — Fokien, Kiangnan, Tchekiang, and Kiangsee. 

1341. From what you have seen of China, is not it very diffi- 
cult for the lower classes to live ? Is not there a great com- 
petition for labour ? — I do not think there i$ much more abject, 
miserabTle poverty there, than in many other countries of the 
world : I am sorry to say, than in our own : I mean . in propor- 
tion to the* population. 

1342. Are not wages low in China generally ?— Wages ^re 

low, but tlte wants of the people are readered comparatively few 
by fthe superiority of their climate; they are more independent 
of clothing, and lodging, and fire, than the inhabitants of col4er 
countries. • ^ ’ 

1343. Has it not come to your knowledge, that there have 

been frequent rebellions and disturbances in different provinces 
in China ?-^ From famines. • 

• 1344. What would bo the effect, in your opinion, on a dense 
population like that of China, if the foreign trade, admitted by 
the statements to be so large, was suspended. Would it not aSd 
vei'Jr much to the distress existing there ?•— It might to the local 

Canton, but I do not tjiink it woulii be ^elt out of the 
profincc of Canton ; except, perhaps, in the tea districts, 

1345, Are not those tea districts extensive, and their popu- 
lation numerous ? — They*must tfe large, judging f4om the quan- 
tity of tea which we export, and which is known, 

* 134ft Do you not consider that very serious evils affecting the 
government ^wouid arise if their fofeign trade was put an end 
to ? — I am not aware ihat any evils arose; in ^ those ports from 
which we have been already excluded. 

1347. Do you, conceive that there was a proportionate 
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increase of export from Canton, when the exclusion of foreign 
trade took place in other porta ? — Yes ; but I spoke with refer- 
ence to the local evils: not the general effect upon the empire, 
but the local evils suffered at those points from which the foreign 
trade was abstracted. 

1S48. If the produce of those ports found its way to Cahton, 
wo«dd nottlie local inconvenience be limited to the inconvenience 
which* might be sustained at the other ports ?«— -The local in- 
convenience would be local to tljosew places from which it was 
taken* 


1349. Are 3 ^ou not aware that the tea province of Kiangnan 
is by far the largest and most populous province in China ? — It 
was so long before the foreign trade ever reached China ; it is a 
matter of, ancient history that; it always has been bo. 

1350. Has not the old tea trade, as an export, grown up since 
the time ;when it was excluded from the other ports, and must 
not circumstances be very much changed since that time ?* — 
That is a matter upon which 1 cannot speak froip positive know- 
ledge. The export of tea has grown up since that time ; but 
in what proportion it has added to the population of those pro- 
vinces, 1 cannot state. 

1351. You are aware that the tVade of 50,000,000 or 
60,000,000 of people in Bengal is confined to the port of Cal- 
cutta. Would not the closing of the trade of Calcutta affect 
the general* prosperity of the country ?— 1 should thi^k that, as 
we are masters of the country, our imports into lndi,a spread 
in<},re uniformly gver those dominions than they do in China, 
where tliey are restricted ao Canton. It has been estimated that 
barely one-ninth of our imports is consumed in the north of 
China, on account of the distance* 

*1352. The question refer# to exports from China ?~I am per- 
suaded that the inconvenience would be chiefly local. The in- 
fluence of foreign trade does not extend very far inland from 
Canton. 1 have had reason to form that opinion ffom what we 
saw in the embassy. 

^^353. What is the population of Canton by the nearest esti- 
mate you have heard ?-*-There are no sources from which I can 
give correct in^«matioh. • * . ^ 

1354. Have you never heard that the popu!atioi 3 ;,Ji»rie^' 
actually in boats on th^ Canton river amount to nearly 1,000 OOO- 
of people ? — 1 can only say 1 do not believe one word of that 
assertion ; it h an outrageous ^estimate. Forming an opinion 
from what one sees* X should compare it with the river at 
London^ and should say it was not any thing like so much. 

1355. What do you supfmsc the populotion of the city 
of Canton and t^e subtil ?— I should* tnink it cannot be a 
f ourth or a fifth of that of London. 

1856. Do you mean that, according to«thc bOGt estimate you 
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can form, the number of persons living by occupations on the i Mar. 1830. 
river at Canton is not greater than it is upon the river Thames ? — 

— Tliat it is not so great as the number upon the river Thames 
at London ; 1 mean the floating pOfuilation in boats, and ships, 
and barges* , 

1$57. Do not the rivers and canals of China afford great 
facilities in carrying on the trade to and from Canton; a^d^re 
not the individuals so employed as industrious and enterprizing 
as men can be ?-^With all that has been done, the facilities are 
in a very inferior state to what they might be. The river which 
brings the teas to Canton from the frontier of the province, 
where it has to cross a high mountain, is a mere trout«stream 
for 'a great proportion of the way ; and foreigners of all descrip- 
tions have been obliged to wait at Canton for months on account 
of there not being enough water in that river to float tfie vessels 
that bring the teas. 

1*1958. Would you consider those individuab who carry on 
that communication more commercial than the population of 
Bengal ?— The Chinese, if left by their rulers to themselves, 
would perhaps be the most industrious and commercial people 
in the world. 

1359. Are they not, So far as you know, the most commer- 
cial people in the whole of the East?— Except the Arabt, per- 
haps ; they do not navigate so far as the Ara^ do. 

1360. ^ill you have the goodness to explain bow ^^ou recon- 
cile f(rhat^yoa have just stat^ with the answer you gave in your 
first examination, that the character of the Chinese was that ,of 
a decidedly anti-commercial people ?-ol am speaking now with 
reference to their internal commerce, the very circumstance 
which makes them so independent of eai^nal or foreign co^i^ 
mereef. In ray former answer, 1 was sfieaking of foreign commpre^e. 

1361. Can you form any estimate of the quantity of tea re- 
tained fi»r home consumption in China, as compared with the 
quantity exported ?-^No ; it must bear a certain proportion to 

« the population ; but the quantity of tea consumed by the Chinese 
generally is very smalh They economize the use of it wonder- 
fully. An ordinary Chinese puts his, tea leaves into the tea-pt^' 
in Me morning, and they last him through the d^. The drink 
is kept wa rm by a contrivance which forms a stratum of non- 
air between the two vessels that contain it* 

1368. le thene no means of forming an idea of what is the 
proportion which is exported Compared with thaft which is re- 
tained ?— The proportion could only be. ascertained by positive 
information as to the whole quantity prodisced ; but that infor- 
mation has never been obtained. * 

1363. Have you no Information, however ge^^ral or however 
rough?— None whatever, as to the quantity that is produced ; 
assertion is veiy easy, but proof is not equally so. 
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1 Mar. 1830. 1364. Arc you aware that the English and Americans have 

exported exceeding 40,000,000 of pounds of tea?— TheCom- 

j, F. Davis, p exported about 80,000,000, and the Americans about 

8 ,000,000 by the last account. ** 

1365. Taking the rest of Europe, is it not altogether within 
40,000^000? — The consumption of Russia is stated at about 
5,0^0,. 000, the consumption of the continent of Europe is not 
quite 5,000,000, and the consumption of the whole civilized 

, world, besides England, is abput* 22,000,000, while the con- 
sumption of England is about 30,000,000. 

1366. Have you ever heard any estimate of what quantity is 
used for internal consumption in China ? — I have never heard 
any information on the subject that I can rely upon. 

1367. ^Is the tea exported to Russia raised in the southern 

provinces from which we obtain our tea? — It is, I believe, raised 
in the northern j)art of the empire. ^ 

1368. Do yoy feiow where?— I am not very certain as to the 
locality. It is a differentr species of tea from '(vhat we use, and 
that is the best proof of the difference of the locality. 

1369. Is there any quantity grown in the western provinces ? — 
Not in the western. It is grown on the line of sea- coast on the 
eastern side. 

1370. Are you aware that when tea has been exported and 
turns ouibad, if the chest is returned two are given /br one ? — 
That may have happened in individual cases, and in the instance 
of the merchant^Howqua, who is known for his liberality and his 
wealth ; but 1 doubt it altogether as a general fact. 

1371. Is it not a general thing on the part of the Compafny ? 
*-rIt is a different operation in the case of the Company ; the 
Company debit the merchants in their books. As an insulated 
act of voluntary and spontaneous generosity, it* may be intelli- 
gible on the part of a rich Hong merchant like Howqua ; but 
the Company could hardly venture to do such a thing on their 
own part as to exact double the amount of all losses. 

1372. Have you heard of the Hong merchants doing that to , 
"the Americans and private traders ? — I have heard of cases in 
which Hong tperchants have reused to make an^ remuneration : 

it has always beep an act spontaneous good feelijai^j2SW^'^ 
part of the Hong merchant that did it. ** 

^1373. Are you not aware of instances where that has been 
done ?— ‘I afh aware of a gredt number of instances where it 
has been declined, 

1374. Can you state any instance ?— I know an instance in * 
which a Hong merchant biade it part of h^s itipqjation that he 
should not be obliged to make good the 4osa of the tea that was 
returned. 

1375. From such stipulation would ^ou lot infer that tlie 
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contrary practice had been the general rule ? - All niy informa- 
tion goes to prove, that it has not been tlie general rule ; that 
most of the individuals that have been applied to have refused, 
and that the generality of the rule has been in the other direc- 
tion. 

1376. On what ground, then, do you suppose that previous 
stipulation could have been made ? — It was a mode which that 
individual adopted to save himself from unpleasant applicatmfTs, 
which he was determined to refuse. 

1377. You have stated you consider the heavy duties on 
foreign manufacture as a proof that the people are anti-commer- 
cial, and wish to check the trade with foreigners ? — It is partly 
a proof of that, and partly a proof of the greediness of the 
Chinese government. 

1378. Can you state the highest rate of duty laid*on any 

manufacture? — I cannot call the highest rate to mind at this 
moment. ’ 

1379. That i\ one of the reasons why yoi^ consider the 
Chinese government averse to foreign trade ?— It is one of the 
reasons. 

1380. If you were shown that England lays twice as much 
duty on foreign manufactures, would you conclude that England 
is an anti-commercial country The fact would go generally, 
and in the abstract, to sanction the inference. 

1381. You have stated that the Company derive gre%t advan- 
tage from^their superior class of shipping; are you aware of the 
disadvantage the Company have in regard to the rate of freight ? 

— That is the price which they pay foT,$lie advantages. ^ 

1382. Are you aware that the Company are paying from £2Q 
to £27 per ton, whilst tea can be imported for £9 or £10 per ** 
ton in other ships ? — 1 believe that? the average payment^ fof' 
tonnage, on the part of tlie Company, is not so high as that 
stated in the question. 

1383. Are you aware what the aveilige freight at present is 
in the Company’s regular ships? —I know it has fallen 50 per 
cent, since the war; but I cannot speak to the present amount. 

1584*. Are you aware what the difference of freight to tW^ 

Company would be on the 28,00(# tons, beyond what any other 
could bring the tea*to England^for ?— 1 cannot 
answ'er that exactly. If it was deemed advisable, I consider an 
act of the Legislature might oblige the Company to go into the 
market for their tonnage like othdr merchants. 

1385. You have stated as another advantage of the Com- 
pany’s toge ships, that they are better adapted for the stowage of 
teas ; can you^state, of your own knowledge, whether a 500 ton 
ship, carrying tea to tinnada, or bringing teA to England, has 
brought the tea in a worse condition than tnatVhich is brought 
in the larger shins ?—Tlie standard of teas that we send to the 

7. 
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1 Ar.rr 19;{0. North American colonies i$ inferior to the standard imported 
— into Great Britain. I can speak to die fact of one ship, the 
Barkworth, havin|r delivered her cargo in a most deplorable 
cmiditlon, ond entailing most serioui fosa. 

1386. Can you state the circumstances of Uiat case? It 
arose fVotn her general condition as a ship. I believe that in 
most cases the cargoes are turned out in a worse eotrdttion from 
sl^ips of that description than from the Company's regulai* 
ships. 

1387. You know that a small ship does not carry so much in 
prc^rtton as a large sliip?^! am aware of that from personal 
knowledge. 

1388. Smce you have been at Canton, have not the country 
traders had some very large ships, of 1000 or 1200 tons ?-^Not 
of thaflatt capacity. I have heard of their having a few large 
ships lately : out the American ton is less than ours* 

IS^O*. Are you aware that practically, as their old ships wear 
out in India, (hey are gradu^ly introducing a smaller dass of 
ships, more appro^liing the American ships, for the whole 
of the country trade ? - l am not aware of that. 

1300, Are you aware that die ships that now visk China from 
India are smaUer than they used to^’be.^*-.! am not aware of 
that. 

1391. Besides the tea which comes from the two provinces 
which chiefly supply Canton, is there not also tea grown in 
many oftier parts of the empire ? — I believe it is a product which 
is dependent very much on soil and climate, and thht for that 
wesson it is pfincipallj^ confined to the provinces which have 
been mentioned. 

• 13921 When you tasted the tea at Pekin, did that appear to 

to be of the sau)e Icin^ as the tea brought to Canton 
waft generally rather different. ‘ 

1393. Do you apprehend that it came from the same pro- 
vinces?^! liave tmderstood that tea is grown in one of the 
northwestern povinces, towards the great wall. 

1394. But in no other part of the empire to any great extent ? 
•-■■-wNot to any great extent. 

1893. Not even for Immetcotisuinption ?^To a certaicT^ ex- 
tent ; there is a pOaiae tea gf^own fiw the use of the 
throe^hout the empire. * 

1396« ^ave you ever had spectmm of these teas brought 
dhwn to Canton ?~Yes; ! Mtve seeh specimens, which I was 
inftnaaed were of that coarse description, and which were of a 
jjiiforior diaraetor* « 

13^. You stated that you thought tl^tldie tea you tasted 
at pipn was difforpnt from what you got at Canton ; did it 
you to he of a higher and finer fliavour, or otherwise ? 
— ifed not suit Our taste : we thought it gen^fslly inferior. 
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1398^ Did you understand what district that came from? — ^ >1^^830. 
It is thirteen years ago ; and if I inquired I have forgotten it. j 

1309. What do you apprehend to be about the annual con- 
sumption of a Chinese family of six persons in tea ? 7 -It is an ^ 
extremely small quan^ty, on account of the economizing way 
in which Uiey use it ; not nearly so much as is consumed by a 
middling family in England, because we use it in a more j^ro- 
digal manner. 

1400. Do you apprehend»thaj the population of every part of ^ 
the empire use tea? — I believe almost universally. 

1401. Do you apprehend that the produce of the two pro- 

vinces which you have mentioned is circulated to every part ot 
the.’empirc?— I should think not, on account of the high duties 
on transit. • 

1402. Then a very large part of the population are supplied 

through the growth of then* own neighbourhood? — Of tjie lower 
population, of those who cannot afford to [jay such a price at 
arises from distapt can'iage. • 

1403. Are the finer leas circulated from the provinces where 
they are grown to the distant parts of the empire?— I have no 
doubt that any portion of the population that can ^ord to pay 
for the best tea, mil pay Yor the best, wherever it comes from. 

1404. .Could you learn whether there was any considerable 

internal trade in tea carried on ?— The mere trade in the trans- 
portation of tea, that we give rise to, is very consideralile ; but I 
cann<k speak very certainly with regard to internal matters con- • 
nected with China. • • 

1405. You state that you think tBe tea consumed by the 
Chinese is proportionably small, from their using the leaves 
over a#id over again ; do they not use it at all times of the dpjj.r 

They use it ycry generally as a drfhk ; they never drink plain 

winter, I believe, if they can help it. 

1406. Is it not their habit to be continually drinking it?— 

^ They drink a good deal of wine at Uieir convivial meetings, and 
' the tea is only introduced as it is among us, at the end. 

1407. Is it not the habit of those who have leisure hUwj*-- 

sipping tea at almost all hours of the day?— Ills general 

beverage of the country ; in fact, water slightly titled with tea, 

f sltt^call it. I speak of the •common peMe^ It is used 
at all hours of the day : there is a vessel* which st^ds m the 
principal apartment of thp house, and which is ayanable to a 
the inmates. 

> 1408^ Do you not apprehend from tliat, that the consumpdon 

of a family must be very considerable^ howeyer we^ it is, it it 
is carried on nt all titties of the day by all the members m it ? 

— I know that the quantity they use is extremely small. Then 
figurative cxpix^ssion for ‘ [Kivcrty is * weak tea and insqnd 
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1 Mat. 1H30. rice/ which means, that they have nothing to add to their rice, 
^ and that they cannot afford to drink their tea strong. 

ivy. ' 1409. Do you know what the success of the tea-plant of the 

Brazils has been ? — An utter failure, I ha^Pe understood. " 


1410. In the passage of the embassy f^om Pekin to Canton, 
do you consider that it passed through all the principal tea 
countries?-— We did not pass through Fokien or Tchekiang. 

1411. In those provinces was culture of tea very uni- 
versal?— It was extremely partial where we passed; so much 
so, that it was rather an event in the embassy to come across a 
tea plantation. The provinces through which we passed are 
less devoted to the growth of tea than those provinces, Fokien 
and Tchekiang, through which we did not pass. 

1412. " Could any trader in the country, in your opinion, 
obtain tea upon better terms than the Company Certainly 
not; it' arises from the pre-election or Hrst choice which 4ihe 
large capital apd* regular trade of the Company has always 
hitherto secured th^m. 

1413. You have spoken of the anti -commercial spirit which 
exists in China; is that the spirit of the government, or of the 
people ?— It is the spirit of the governlnent, founded upon those 
books which are the basis of their political institutions. 

1414. It has been stated to the Committee, that the losses 
sustained by fire by American merchants at Canto® have been 
made up to the persons suffering ; do you know in what manner 
tl^ey were ma^e good, or out of wliat fund P—If they were 
made good at all, it was in a very few partial and individual 
instances, of which I never heard, and at the expense of the 
'Consoo. I believe that the whole benevolence of the Chinese 
^bviernment on the occasian evaporated in a few pompods sen- 
tences ; and I know of many persons who sustained severe loss 
without any relief. 


1415. Could any European nation, in your opinion, export 
tea from Canton to Europe at a lower rate of freight than is 
paid by the East-India Company, or on lower terms generally? 

believe the evidence has gone to show that* I am not aware 
of the freight paid by the Dbtch ; but I believe the superior 
class of shipping ^employed l{.y the Company entails 
higher rate of freight. 


1416. Are you of opinion that the East-India Company could 
obtain teas at a cheaper rate, ^f they*^paid for them in dollars 
instead of woollens and other British manufactures, and be 


thereby enabled to .afford a supply of teas in Englcmd at a 
cheaper rate ?— Certainly^ the Chinese.would sell tea cheaper 
for dollars to us, for the same reason thef. i^ey do lo Americans. 

1417. Have the East-India Company imported any furs into 
China? — Yes, they have. ^ ^ ^ 
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1418. To what extent ?— To a considerable extent, in some 
seasons* 

1419. Have the Americans imported furs ?~Tliey have also 
imported furs. • 
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1420. To a large eatent ? — To a considerable extent, which 
will appear in the Report on the table of the Committee. 

1421. Is it generally supposed at Canton that tea deteriorates 
very much in keeping?— I nave heard some Chinese say that it 
is better for keeping, if pro^rlji stopped up. 

1422. Is there any difference in price between fresh and old 
teas ?— The Company pay less for the old teas* that they pur- 
chase thanfor^ the new. I cannot speak so certainly as to 
Americans. The Company pay less, for this reason, that they 
are the teas w hich were rejected as not of contract qu^Jity, and 
therefore, being taken as inferior teas, of course a less price is 
paid for them. 

TL423. Is there any considerable quantity of ginseng imported 
by the Company to Canton ? — It is exclusively the produce of 
some districts in North America, and introduced by the Ame- 
ricans, but held by the Chinese at a very low estimation, com- 
pared with what they themselves procure in Tartary, and which 
is a monopoly of the Etftperor. 

1424. ^ Is there any ginseng grown in any of the territories 
belonging to the Company?— I am not aware of it; it is a wild 
plant. • 

1425. tYou stated it as an advantage belonging to the large 
ships employed by the Company, that none of<athem have b<«n 
lost ; and you stated that the risk of Insurance was as nothing 
to 4*00 ; are you aware whether any of the large ships have been 
lost by shipwreck and fire during the last ten years ?— I con^ 
my assertion to homeward-bound sliips. 

1426. Do you know any instance where an American ship 

homeward-bound was lost during that time Not to my know- 
ledge. • 

1427. You have stated that the Company’s ships are indepen- 
dent almost of convoy in time of war ; did you ever kno w_ a _ 
fleet leave Canton without a convoy in time of war ?— My asS^-"" 
tion was given comparatively ; fhat if they had been a different 
\ilrip&.!? 55 »hipping class of shipping, they would have required a 
'larger convoy. 

1428. Are you aware whether it was known at the time Cqm- 
modore Dance left Catitdn that Var had been declared, or not? 
— I have heard there was a small frigate with them ; but it 
occurred before I entered the service. • 

1429. Are you aware that there wfts an officer of the navy on 
board Commodore Dance’s ship at the .timp that action took 
place, and that he was supposed to have contributed so much 
to the defencS jjiat the India Company made him a present of 
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I M»r. i«30. £500 and a sword could not Jiavo contributed to it by 

Z — . supplying the guns and the men with which the ships were pro- 
vided; l>e might have contributed merely by his advice^ in 
directing those capabilities which the ships alrea4y possessed • 
but I am not aware as to the fact referred to. 

1430^ Are you aware what number of hands navigate a Com* 
pany’s ship for every 100 tons, and what number navigate* in 
ordWry circumstances, a ship of 400 or 500 tons ?— *1 beUeve 
it is in Some general proportion of /en men to every lOO tons ; 
and I have heard that assuined genemlly as the proportion in all 
shipping. 

1431» Are you aware that four men to 100 tons is the average 
complement for the American ships and the ships in the private 
trade ?— 1 am not aware of that. 

14S3« You stated in your former evidence, that the tea*plant 
took two or three years to produce, and that* in the mean time 
tea would be very scarce?*— 1 stated that the circumstance^of 
the tea plant re<{>uiHng a certain time to come tp maturity, was 
a circumstance which made it highly desirable that tlie annual 
demand for teas should be generally pretty uniform. 

1433. Can you inform^ the Committee whether the practice of 
taking oiF buds and leaves from the plaUts brings on a premature 
destruction of the plant?-* 1 am not aware of that. It is done 
probably at times and seasons which are calculated to' obviate 
such an epect* 

1434. You were understood to state, tha| in consequence of 
thp tea*[dant tajring a certain numbmr of years to pimuce, it 
required a peculiar sort o4 demand, and that the supply would 
not be produced unless the regular demand were continued 
il^eant to state to this e^t, chat tea is a product which could 
n^\be grown iii exact outdance to a ductuating annual 
demand, because it cannot be produced like a 6rap of wheat, 
for instance ; and that, therefore, in order to keep up the average 
quality of the produce, it was desirable that the demand should 
be as little fluctuating from year to year as possible. 

1435. Are you aware that coffee and pepper, which take three 
“■TTrlbiir years to produce, have come down in price under the 

varying demand which lias takeii place ?~I know nothing about 
the pr^uce of* thqse articles. ^ ^ 

1436. You have stated that the last consignment of woollens is 
expected to yield a profit ; is that the consignment of the year 

or ldtB*9?.*.*It is the ebnaignthent of the year 1S28-9. 

1437. To what circumstance do you consider it owing that 
this consignment wiU yieki a profit, wher^s ^for the lOist few 
years you have representeil the woollen «t]rffe*^as a losing con- 
vrm ? - It will ari^ fipom the very great ftlf in the invoice cost. 

143B. Has there been any rise of price or anyjncreased de- 
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nuuid in China for woollen to ray knowledge; ratiier J Mar, iti30. 
the reverse. ^ 

1439. At what period do you coi|«lder that the woolieil trade ' ksq, 
began to be a losing concern to tlie Company ? — ^It was in some 
measure since the American competition. 

1440. It appears by die papers laid before the House> that in 
1809, and up to ISIS and 1814, the export of woollens aiiK»|ated 
to 200,000 pieces ; that in the year 1815 they had fallen to 

161.000 pieces; and that>in*182t they amounted only to 

123.000 pieces; will you explain what you consider to nave 
been the cause of diat decline ? — The Company before endured 
a greater loss, and a loss which they did not feel justified in 
continuing to endure. 

1441. Do you imagine that when the Americans entered into 
the woollen trade, and, as you say, drove the Company from the 
trade by their competition, that they sustained a loss un- 
debtana that they made use of the woollens naerely as a*remit> 
tance from Liverpool ; that direct from America they preferred 
taking d(Jiars, 1 have understood, that from the circumstance 
of the American ports being to the leeward of the trade wind, a 
ship is as long going direct from America, as by touching first 
at Liverpool ; and accordingly they found It convenient, being 
at Liverpool, to take woollens (though they might lose by them 
to a cemin extent) as a reinittance. 

1442. Dk) you conceive that the Americans did loae by t!»e 
expob of* woollens fo CliinaP^I have heard that they have lost 
on particular articles of wooUeps. I believe American itp- 
porCation of woollens into Canton has mover madmi one^/burth 
of the Company’s importation, I was asked in my last evidence 
whether, if it could be proved that the Americans made twento 
or thihy per cent, on some articles importation on whlcbj^ro 
Company lost, it did not go to shew that they had some superior 
mode of introducing the goods ; now, I believe, that they have 
not generally made any such profits ;• and I should say, that it 
is contradicted by the fact of their not having increased their 
importations. If they had made twenty or thirty per cent., 
they would have increased their importations : and I infer, faatK 
thew not having increased theta, that those large profits were 
{pade only in a very few individual instances* and that where 
they're made, it was by evadinjj the port charges. 

1443. Did you never hear that the iosles on the American 
trade were conhoed almast entirely to the return voyages to 
America?— Yes; because the proportion of specie which the 
Americwis have introduced at Canton has '.been overwhelming 
when compl^ with the amodht of t^r woollen irtiwrtations ; 
in the proportion *offlWj*or six to- one. 

1444. the question refers to tlie trade ‘carried on by Ameri- 
cans from Livwpool to Canton, and back to America ; did you 
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never hear that the losses inctnred upon those voyages fell al- 
most entirely upon the return cargo ?^1 cannot speak to that. 

1445. Can you state the amount of the Company's invest- 

ment in woollens, which you say is now profitable ? — The re- 
turns shew it to be about £800,000. / 

€ 

1446. Do you consider that, at the present prices of woollens 
in England, the importation of woollens into China is likely to 
be profitable P — 1 understand that the last importation of the 
Company will yield a profit uptm the whote^ in consequence of 
the invoice price being lower in England. 

1447. Are you aware whether there has been, recently, any 
increased demand in China for cotton-yarns ? — 1 am not av^are 
of it. My experience goes to prove the importation of cotton- 
yam to have been unsucx^essful ; but I have not been In China 
since the latter end of 1828. 

1448. ‘Have you seen an article in the Canton Register,, of 
the 3d* December d828, stating that there has been a great rise 
in the demand Vor cotton-yarns, and particularly from a new 
quarter, from the northern provinces of China ? — I do not re- 
member having seen that. 

1449. Should you consider that the Canton Register is autho- 
rity upon these commercial subjects? — To a certain extent it is, 

1450. Is it as good an authority as price-currents generally 

are ?— Possibly it may be. ,, 

1451« You stated that one of the great objections to the con- 
st^mption of wcs>U^ goods in China was, the distance and the 
expense of transit ?~Tlieir being suited to the consumption of 
the northern provinces, to which we have no access. 

\J452. Can you state the mode in which the woollens of 
»^ny are Introduced iiKto China?— I have Jieard of some 
small quantity of British woollens being imported through 
Russia, but I am not sure of it. 

1453. Have you beard^that a large quantity of Saxony wool- 
lens are impoited through Russia ?— No, I am not aware of that. 

,J454. If that should prove to be the fact, is not the transit 
by that mode infinitely more ^xpenmve, and longer in poin^. of 
duration, fiban any internal transporting which can interfere, on 
the ground of expense, with tlie consumption of 
lens imported into Canton ?— The demand must be greater in 
tt]/D cola provinces for such comnio^ties. 

1455. Taking the place of consumption to be the northern 
and the Ofilder provinces of , the empire, is not the transport 
from llussia over-laitd infinitely more expensive and mhre dis- 
tant than the mode oiT communication , which mwe have by 
Canton -No ; I, anv not aware of thfte being those heavy 
transit duties levied in that direction that are levied through 
the provinces of China. ^ % 
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14<56« Do you conceive that the transit duty from Canton to 1 Mir. 1630 , 
the northern provinces would be sufficient to counterbalance 
the whole waste of time, and the expense of land-^carriage across 
the continent of Asia? — I think it possible; but the whole 
question is speculati^^e, and cannot easily be brought to a cal* 
culallon. 

1457, There is a letter of the supercargoes, referred to in 
the report of the Committee in 1821, in which they statd that 
the American trade in woollens was interfering very much with 
the Company’s trade : has it of*late years interfered much ? — I 
believe that they have interfered more or less ; hut the Ameri* 
can trade in woollens has not increased lately. 

r4}58. Do you believe it has made the trade of the Company 
more losing? — It entailed a fall in the price of our woollens, and 
its depressing effect must have continued. 

1459. You state that the quantity of woollens impgrted by 
Aihericans has not increased ; have you any ^owledge on that 
subject? — My knowledge is partly derived fi*Dm the printed 
report, and from the latest return of the trade at Canton, which 
makes the whole exports and the whole imports, eacli of them, 
only about 6,500,000 dollars. 

1460. You took your information, then, from the papers 
which Ij^ave been laid before Parliament ?—* And from papers 
which I obtained from the India-House — the latest return from 
Canton. • 

1461. Do you know the quantity of hardware imported 
into Canton by the Company ? — They made aa attempt, sotpe 
years ago, to introduce cutlery and hi^dware ; but the articles 
were unsuited to Chinese use : they did not know what to do 
with 

1462. With*respect to iron, cast Ind wrought, is there ni^Sch 
importation of that into China ? — We send aliout 1,800 tons of 
iron per annum. 

1463. Is that a profitable investment? — Yes; it generally 

yields a small profit : there is a duty charged by the Chinese of 
about 5s. lOd. a cwt. on iron. ^ 

1464. Is there any demand for quicksilver ? — A very limited 
demands I believe it is partly introduced by the officers oi the 

• Co&Tpiahy’s ships. * * 

1465. Did not the Austrians endeavour to establish a trade 
with China ? — I have not^seen anw Austrian ship ih^re, I believe, 
since my residence in the country. 

1466* In your former examination you stated that the country 
trade had derived very important adve;ntage and assistance from 
the Company’s Factory* inasmuch as when there was an attack 
made by the Chinese upon the privileges «md trade of foreigners 
generally, in the year 1614, the Com^ny then made a sWmd, 
by which they ^incd* advantages which necessarily extended 
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I Mar. 1830. to the country trade ; are not you aware that the merchants 
. of India, on tJiat occasion, remonstrated with the East-India 
* Company, and claimed indemnity for the heavy losses which 

they had sustained by the interference -of the Select Com- 
mittee with their trade upon that occaplon ?— -The Company 
lost too ; but they considered that the objects which they "Were 
contending for were more than a counterbalance for the tem- 
porary inconvenience. 1 am aw^are that the country ships 
suffered by the detention ; and I aware, also, that the Bom- 
bay merchants applied to the Go(^ernment in England for redress, 
and that their application was rejected. 

1467. Do the Americans who trade to Canton carry on a 
large share of their business with the outside merchants? — They 
do, a considerable portion. 

1468. Do they do more than the private merchants trading 
from the continent of India? — 1 believe they do; for this reason, 
that tlvefr trade is directed to articles of commerce which aVe 
better suited tot, the outside dealers, such as silk piece-goods, 
which are very much a trade of detail, as to patterns, &c. 

1469. Are there among the outside dealers men of capital, 
character, and credit ? — They are so little to be trusted, that I 
know numbers of individuals who liave suffered most severely by 
their transactions with them. 

1470. Supposing an outside merchant is indebted either to 
an Anier\pan or an English merchant, could he get, redress by 
any judicial proceeding against any outside merchant, who has 
thus become hj^ debtor? — The Chinese government w^arn all 
foreigners to beware of liealing with those men, because it will 
not guarantee their losses. This appears from the proclamation 
dready read. 

^iR471. Would they acknowledge a suit or an agplicatioix^made 
to the Chinese government to enforce payment against an out- 
side merchant? — They would expressly disavow it, and deny 
all remedy, stating, at tlie same time, that the foreigner must 
bear the consequences of his own dealings. 

1472. Would not the Chinese government consider the Hong 
tn^chants who secured the ship as responsible for the loss ? — 
1 do not know what they might dp at present; but during the 
whole of my residence in thp country it has been vej^uaiM.ich 
the other way. The government certainly would not 'give 
security to any transactions with the outside people. The Hong 
merchants are security for the duties^ but not for the debts of 
the outside dealers* 

WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT, Esq. called in, and examined. 

1473^ Have you reside at Buenos Ayres as a merchant?— 
1 have, for nearly^ cleyen years. * * 

1474. Arc you acquainted generally with t^c trade of the 
southern states of America ? — I am. , w 
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1475 . Is there any trade carried on from those states direct 
to China ? — Yes. 

1476. In what does the trade consist ?— It- consists in taking 
out Specie from those? states, and bringing back the produce of 
China, consisting of a« variety of articles, tea, nankeens, silk, 
satins, fbrniture of various sorts, fans, and a variety of fancy 
articles. 

1477. In what bottoms is this trade carried on ? — Almost uni- 
versally in American bottoms. , 

1478. Has it been a profitable trade?— I have understood so. 

1479. When did the trade commence ? — It has only been 
carried on occasionally as opportunities have offered : perhaps 
not during the whole of the time that I resided there ; but I 
know it was carried on from Buenos Ayres in the years 1822, 
1823, and I believe 1824. 

J1480. Is it generally a circuitous trade; that is,* a trade 
beginning in the United States with a cargo to some *of the 
ports in South America, and from those ports (To China ? — No ; 
the trade has usually commenced at Buenos Ayres by Ameri- 
can vessels beihg chartered in Buenos Ayres, from thence they 
proceeded to the west coast (generally Valparaiso and Lima), 
where they had to take in dollars (dollars being there more 
abundanj: than they are in Buenos Ayres), and from thence 
across the Pacific to Canton, and returning by the Cape of 
Good Hope to Buenos Ayres. There is likewise, I ‘believe, a 
trade* between the west coast direct to Canton carried on under 
the American flag. » , 

1481. Is there any trade carried t>n from the north-west 

coast under the American flag ?— I have understood there was, 
in skiys and furs. // 

1482. Is there any considerable Consumption of tea in tHose 
new states ? — The consumption of tea has materially increased 
of late years in those countries, in ^consequence of the tea 
which has been usually consumed there by the natives of those 
countries being from Paraguay, and their not being able to 
procure it now in sufficient quantity. Some political disputes 
having arisen between the government of Paraguay and^Bie 
otKer states of South America, tliey have not, been able to 

^ recjg^ivcu their usual supply of that article, in consequence of 
whicli the consumption of China tea ther^ has increased, and 
is likely to increase still further, in my opinion. 

1483. Is the Committee to unSerstand that thelsupply of tea 
for the consumption of those states was derived from the pro- 

’ vince oPParaguay before the interruption of the intercourse ?-— 
Yes ; the natives of those countries hstVe usually consumed the 
tea of Paraguay. • . ^ 

* 1484. Is thjt the same plant as the tea of China ? — No, 
quite a different ylant. , 
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1 M^r. l8fK). Is the tea of China preferred to the tea of Par^av, or 

‘ ‘ is it of necessity that they have recourse to this substitute ? — I 
JT. Citrmri^ht, should think more from necessity than choice ; but having 
acquired of late years a habit of drinking the China tea^ I think 
the people have become latterly more foijd of it than they were 
before ; and from that circumstance I infer, that even vC the 
prohibition were taken off the Paraguay tea, there would still 
be Vitconsiderable consumption of China tea, from their having 
acquired a habit of drinking it now for some years. 

1486. Is the consumption of *6ilk goods from China considera- 
ble ?— It is. 

1487. Is the Paraguay tea known in Chili and Peru as well 
as in Buenos Ayres? — It is. 

1488., Is the tea of China now equally substituted there ? - 
I imagine it is ; I have not been in those countries, but we have 
had copimercial establishments there, and I have understood 
that the consumption of China tea throughout all those cotin- 
tries 1 $ increasing! i 

1489. From your commercial experience and knowledge, do 
you think that, as those states become settled ^and prosperous, 
there will be a considerable trade between them and China ? — 
I think there will. 

1490. What is the voyage from Valparaiso to Canton? — I 
should suppose the voyage may be considered from two to three 
months across the Pacific: two months perhaps. I kno\f that 
vessels have gone that voyage from Buenos Ayres* round to 
Chili and Limav and to Canton, and returned to Buenos Ayres 
within the twelve mcffiths, making the voyage round the 
world. 

\v J491. Then the trade, in your O|>inion, to whatever extent 
u tiay be carried on, will ifU principally an -export trade from 
Cbma, and in all the articles that those countries may want in 
tfiat part of the world ?— Yes^ I should wish to observe, that 
at the present time the great consumption of goods from China 
does not consist in tea, but in silks, satins, and a variety of 
articles manufactured in that country ; but that tea is an article 
oftonsumption that is likely to increase. 

149ii. Were you interested in any of the adventures to which 
you have referred ?— I was, ili one instance. 'F " ^2 

1493. Were these^adventures prc^table ? — I have understood 
th^ were, q^d that they would have been more so, but very 
hi^ freights were paid. 

1494. In what yejrs were the freights so high ?— The year 
that I ^udq to was tliat ^f 1822. 

1495. What circiynstances occasionedT the freight being so 
hi^?— A very few of the American vessels that come out to 
that country have instructions from their owners to take char- 
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ters for China, and of course the number of vessels that ofter t Mar. issa 
for that trade is very few. ■ . . 

^ Jf , Caritvrighip 

1496. Do you recollect what the rate of freight was?— It Es^, 
was as high, 1 believe, as from £20 to £22 a ton register for 

the voyage out and^home, going round by Valparaiso and 
Lima. 

1497. Is copper an article of export from the southern states 

of America to China ? — It is exported from ChUi ; and I believe 
it finds its way to China. • • 

1498. Cannot those states be supplied with all articles that 
they may require of China produce or manufacture cheaper 
from China than from any other part of the world, on account of 
the'ir local situation ? — 1 think they may ; those articles costing 
less in China than they do in other parts of the world. * 

1449. Would they not come cheaper in a direct voyage from 
Clyna to those states than by any other course ? — Decfd^dly. 

1500. Do yo\f suppose that British ships* would have been 
employed in this trade if it had been lawful for them to engage 
in it ? — I have no doubt of it ; inasmuch as the trade has been 
chiefly carried on on British account and with British capital. 

1501. Do you apprehend there is a risk of this trade getting 
into American channels, so far as the shipping is concerned, in 
consequence of the impossibility of British bottoms being em- 
ployed in jt ? — Certainly ; that has hitherto been, apd I liavc 
no ddubt^will continue so, as long as British ships are prohibited. 

Those persons who carry on the trade will, in isuch case, b^ve 
recourse to American or foreign vessels. 

1^Q2. Have you ever known any furs collected on the south- 
west of America by British merchants, which have been hroi^ght 
to thfs country, to be sent from this country to China 
such trade has ever come under my experience, though I think 
it a very likely one to have been carried on. 

1503. Is there any tea brought from Paraguay to the states 
* you have mentioned ?— It is not altogether interrupted ; occa- 
sionally licenses are obtained from the director of that country. 

They bring this article down the^ river to Buenos Ayres; but it 
happens rarely, and the price is very high. . 

Do you consider that Aie increase Vhich has taken 
place in the consumption of tea is entirely in the China tea ? — 

At present it is. • • • 

1505. How many adventures had you to China?— 1 had 

, only onf, ^ 

1506. In )yhat*year ?•— In the yeaPI822, to the best of my 

recollection. * • ^ ^ 

- 1507. Then.you did not think it desirable to embark in any 
other adventure^f tlwt kind ? — I left the country a few years 
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I Mar. 1830. afterwards, and no other eligible opportnnity bad occurred to 
— embark in a similar adventure, or in all probability I should. 

1508. But you have been eleven years there, and that was the 
only adventure you did embark in ? — The bnly one. 

1509. Was it profitable? — It was not ‘a very profitable^ one, 
in consequence of the very high freight that was paid ; still it 
left very fair profit. 

1610. What do you call a fair profit ? — I think, if I recollect 
right, the profit was from 10 to 15‘per cent, upon the capital 
invested. 

1511. What was the extent of the adventure? — It was a 
joint adventure amongst a great number of British merchants 
there ; and I think the amount invested was from 100,000 to 
150,000 dollars. 

1512. You have stated that there was very little tea in the 

return c&rgo?— Yes. * 

1513. Were |hfc other articles chiefly furniture and satin ?— 
If necessary I can state the exact amount, or Viearly so, of the 
different articles that came back in the vessel that 1 allude to. 

1514. When did you leave Buenos Ayres? — In the year 
1826. 

1515. Then you did not embark in any adventure after that ? 

—I did not. * 

1516. {^or before ?— Nor before. . 

1517. Did you know of any other adventure to China ? — 
Yes, there wem three or four in that very year and the subse- 
quent one. 

1518. Have there been any since that time at all ? — I think 
'the^jre have been others, but 1 am not certain. 

•^19. Can you state anf? — No ; I know thas several vessels 
sailed after the one in which I was concerned in 1822. 

1520. Can you tell how lately any vessels sailed ? — I cannot. 

1521. Have there been any for these last four years? — I can- 
not tell, indeed ; but I can say, that subsequently to the time at 
which I was engaged in it, other vessels were sent on the same 
voyage, but which I did not embark in. 

1522. In l826jroii left Buqpos Ayres, and you know nothing 
of the trade since that time? — Except from constarh fotef-r 
course, having a commercial house there still. 

*1523, Can you inform the Committee how many ships sailed 
from Buenos Ayres to China during the eleven years you were 
resident there ?-*-! Cfmnot. In the year 1822, and I bdieve the • 
the subsequent year, I know of four vessels having gone. 

1524. Did you know of any vessels ^fting before 1822 ? — 
Certainly ; but I was not interested in any of them, and did not 
take any particular account of them, . % , * 
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1525. Do you know how many went from Valparaiso or from 
Lima ? — No. 

1526. Then your evidence only relates to the trade between 
Buenos Ayres and China ? — It only relates to the trade between 
Buenos Ayres and Chiba ; except that, from my intercourse with 
the other countries (having commercial houses both in Valparaiso 
and Lima), I am so far acquainted with the trade of those p^es, 
and I know that there is an increase consumption of China pro- 
duce in the whole of those countries, 

1527. Have you any objections to state why, if you found 
those adventures profitable, you engaged in no others?— It was 
not at all in our way of business to enter into adventures of that 
kind ; our commercial pursuits are of a different nature. 

1528. Are you engaged in trade now? — Yes. • 

1529. Where d^ you reside? — In Liverpool, 

\530. Would not the produce of Buenos Ayres, for iixstance 
hides and tallow, become a profitable investnieqt to China ? — I 
am not aware th’it it has ever been tried. 


1 Mar. 1830. 

Jr. Carlwiiifbt* 
E$q, 


1531. Can you state at what rate of freight you could get a 

British ship to go from Buenos Ayres to China and back again, 
if it were a legal voyage*? — I can only state, that the produce 
of that country was shipping in British vessels on the voyage to 
England the rate of about £4> to £5 a ton, and the outward 
freight might be estimated at perhaps £2. lOf. to £3 a ton , and 
the oytward and homeward voyage together would talce about 
nine or tell months. ^ 

1532. And the voyage you have mentioned was done within 
twelve months, for which £20 to £22 per ton was paid ? — That 
was, I believe, the general rate of freight; but I cannot/ 
recollect at what rate the vessel w^s chartered in which I 
interested. * 

1533. Do you recollect the size of the ship that was chartered? 
— I think she was a vessel from 350 to»400 tons. 

• 1534. Have you exported a*y Paraguay tea to Buenos Ayres ? 
— Never. 

1535. Do you know the price at which it was sold per pound 
at Buenos Ayres ? — When the article was plentiful in Buenos 
Ayres, it generally sold (to reduce^it to sterling) from Id. to 

a poWl'tf ^ 

1536. Was it drunk by the merchants at all, or only by the 
lower classes ?— Not mud! by the Europeans, but generally by 
all classes of the natives of the country, as well as by the 

• Spaniards who have long resided there. * 

1537. Horn is thatprite as compared with the price of China 
tea ? — I cannot state th? exact price, but I think, the black tea was 
usually sold in Buenos Ayres from 2^. to 2s, 6rf, per pound, and 
the gr^'een tea fron t 3^, tq 3 a\ Gc?. or 45. 
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1 Mar. 1830. 1538. What is the duty?— The duty was then twenty per 

. cent, ad valorem. 

1539. Did any of those ships trade with the eastern Archi- 
pelago ?— None that 1 am aware of* ^ 

154>0. Can you state whether that has been a profitable^ trade 
since 1822 or not ? — 1 have no means of answering that ques- 
tioii^^ 

1541. Have you no means of stating up to the time you left 
the country in 1826? — The only*' means I have of fudging is 
from persons having pursued the trade after the period 1 have 
mentioned. I should suppose, if it had not been profitable, it 
would have been abandoned. 

1542. You stated that the rate of freight was from £20 to £22 
a ton, did the freighter pay the port charges at Canton, or the 
owner of the ship ? — The owner of the ship.^ 

15^J Do you consider the tea imported to Buenos Ayres 
from China to W as gckid as the tea consumed in this country ? 
— Quite as good. * 

1544- Do the vessels which go to Valparaiso and Canton stop 
at the Phillipine Islands ? — X think not. 1 have heard of tlieir 
calling on their way at the Sandwich Islands. 

1545. What do you suppose could have been the freight from 
Buenos Ayres to Canton and back, supposing the freighter to 
have paid the port charges at Canton ? — I cannot precisely state 
what a liritisb vessel might have been procured *at for that 
voyoge ; and 1 am not acquainted exactly with the ^amount of 
port charges at Canton^ 

1546. What do suppose would be the rate of freight for a 
^ British ship, according to the present general rate of freight, 

fo^u voyage from Buenos ^yres to Cauton and back, supposing 
the freighter paid the port charges ?— I should think that a vessel 
for that voyage might, at the present time, be chartered at the 
rate of from £8 to xlO per |ton register for the round, and perhaps 
less. 

1547. You are a considerable ship-owner?— I am interested 
in several* 

1548. Is there much didei^ce between the rate of fright 
now and what if was in 182g?— Judging from the freights we 
obtain from South America, there is little difference. ^ *»• ■ 

1549. Do you think the £8 a ton would remunera^ the ship- 
owner?—! urn not prepared say •that; 1 think that vessels 
might be engaged at about that rate. 

1550. Do you consider that £8 to £10 would he a fair rate* 

at the present time ? — according «to th$ current rates to 
other parts. , # ' 

1551. Do you know whether any other country, except the 
Americans, are engaged in the trade from th^Pkcific to China ? 
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— f^veral of the natives of Buenos Ayres are engaged in that l Mar. 1830. 
trade. 

1552. Do you know whether any other bottoms are engaged 
in it ;* the Dutch, fon instance ?*^1 do not know ; 1 dare say 
there may be Dutch v^els engaged in that trade. 


Martis^ 2"^ die Martii^ 1820. 

Captain ABEL COFFlN Called in, and examined. 

1552. You are a citizen of the United States ?— I am. 2 M.ir. ib 30. 

1554. In what part of the United States ?— Newbury Portf a 

towri of Massachusett’s. ^ Cojjin. 

1555, Have you commanded a ship in the China trade ? — 

I have, three voyages. 

1^56. From what port did you sail ?— Boston. • ^ 

1557. In what years did you perform those Voyages? — 1822, 

1823, and 1824. 

1558. What cargoes did you take to China? — Specie, and 
some trifling cargoes of casks of furs, but nothing on account 
of the owners except specie. 

1559. What quantity of bullion did you take out?— In 1822 
I had 172,000 Spanish dollars; in the year 1823, I had 
200,000; and in 1824, 165,000 dollars. At the time I had 
the 200,000'dollars it was not to be all invested in &y ship ; 
between ^,000 and 40,000 was to pay a debt that tJie owner 
had contracted on a previous voyage. ^ 

1560. What cargoes did you bring from Canton ? — Teas, or 

manufactured goo(is, silk goods, cassia, and nankeen. . 

1561! Were the teas black and gre^n ?— An assorted cargh; 
about two-thirds* were black. 

1562. Do the Americans experience any diflSculty in carry- 
ing on the Chinese trade ?— None, that I nave known. ^ 

' 1563. Did you ever experience any yourself ?— Not any. 

1564. Had you any supercargo ?— The first voyage I Ijgd 
one I the two last I had neither sqpercargo nor clerk. 

1565. What was the name of thfe ship?— The Liverpool 

1566* And what was its burthen ?— 397 tons, American ton- 
nage. " • t . ’ 

1567. Is that different from the British ?— There is some 
trifling d^^erence, but very little ; I ihint it^would differ about 
five or six tons from English tonnage, iq a ship of that size. ^ 

1568. Is it larger ot*smuller than the British ?— I think it is 
smaller than the British. 

1569. Will ymi have the goodness to give the Committee an 

• 2 b 
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2 Mar. 1830. account of the way in which you proceeded in conducting your 
” transactions at Canton ? — On the arrival of the ship at Wham- 
C(^, ji. Coffin* factor generally proceeds to Canton, there he calls upon 

the Hong merchants, pr frequently the flong merchants send 
their pursers to wait upon him on his arrival. 

1570. Do they send down to the ship ? — Not down to the 
ship, but to his place of business. He will then make an 
arrangement with one of the Hong merchants to secure his 
ship; and generally we agree to trade with that Hong mer- 
chant, admitting that he will trade with us on as good terms as 
we can trade with any other merchants in general ; but we buy 
one*third or one-half of our cargo of him, and sometimes the 
whole. 

157\. But you do not give more for teas you purchase of him 
than you give to others Not in any way ; we give him no fur- 
ther advantage than a preference of trade, if we can trade 
equally well with him. 

1572. Do you give him any fee or douceur . to become secu- 
rity for the ship ? — Not any. 

l^fS, Are there considerable facilities in the port of Canton 
for transacting business ?— There are more so than in any port 
I have ever been in in India. * 

1574. Can you give the Committee any instance ^ to prove 
that facility at the time you arrived tnere? — I arrived at 
Whanii3da, on one voyage, when I was both master, and super- 
cargo of the ship ; and I laid at Whampoa then fifteen days, 
and loaded there and sailed in that time. 

1575. Did you traPe from China to America, and from 
America to Europe ? — From America to China, from Chfha to 

‘ A^^erica, and from America to Amsterdam. 

^1576, Can you give thfc* Committee an account of any voyage 
you have performed ? — I have here an extract of an American 
newspaper, giving an account of one of my voyages: it is 
headed “ Despatch. —'the ship LiverpoPl Packet, Captain 
Coffin, sailed from Boston on the 21st of July 1824, for Canton, 
arrived there, changed her cargo, and returned to Boston in 
eight months and twenty-nine days; afterwards sailed for Am- 
sterdam, and performed <he voyage there and back to Boston 
in seventy days, changing ^argo: thus having completed two 
long and important voyages in eleven mon^s andniixITen 
days.*' 

1577. Is that an accurate accdlmt of the voyage you per- 
formed ?-— Jt is one day longer than the voyage was. 1 was 
eight months and ♦twenty-eight days, instead of tmenty-ninc 
days ; that is, the whdie time from • the tijne I left Boston to 
the time I returned, to Boston again. ^ ^ 

1578. Did you unload entirely at Boston, or only in part? — 
T merely discharged my silk goods and^som<i teas that answered 
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for the Boaton market, and brought on the remainder to 2 Mar. 1830. 
Amsterdam. 


1579. Did you load at Amsterdam?— I returned in ballast. 


Capt. A, Oiffin* 


1580. Have you h^U any dealings with the outside mer- 
chant# ? — I have. I nave generally bought the greater part of 
my silk goods, and frequently considerable quantities of tea to 
complete my cargo, of the outside merchants. Generallj^an 
outside merchant has some Hong merchant as his fiiend; goods 
are obliged to be shipped thnough one of the Hong merchants. 
They are bought of the outside merchant, and the probability 
is, that the outside merchant pays the Hong merchant some 
trifling compensatioH^r shipping his goods. 


ToSl. Do you find any difficulty in dealing with the outside 
merchants ?— I never have myself; but I have heard others say 
there is not that security in trading with them. You are more 
liable to be impose*d upon, which is not the case with thp Hong 
me?chanls. . • 


1582, Wliat security have you of there being nb imposition on 
the part of the Hong merchants ?— Only their own. 

1583. Can you mention any instances ?— On one voyage I 
had five chests of tea whj^h proved to be filled up with sawdust 
and brickdust. It was the time of the great fire at Canton, and 
it was some of the old remains of the fire ; they weighed about 
equal weight with a chest of tea. When I went back I took it 
back, .and took it to the Hong merchant, Puankhei^ua; and 
after sendmg his purser to see that it was his mark, be imme- 
diately, without saying any thing further, sent sue ten chestf. 
He ^ave me to understand, that it wa^ not intentional on his 
part? I have no doubt that it was done on board the chop- 
boats. ^ The people I purchased my goods of are accountable 
for the goods till they get alongsiije the ship. We buy 
goods deliverable on board. 

1 584*. W'hat is the amount of a chop of tea ? — Of black tea, 
generally about 400 to 600 chests. It is a quantity of tea grown 
'on one piece of ground by one man ; and of black teas it gene- 
rally consists, sometimes it exceeds, 600 chests, and tlie green 

about 400 chests. 

• • 

1585. Was the tea returned to you by Puankhequa of as 
quality as that which he engaged to deliver before ? 

— It was. , 

1586. Do you generally; find that you can trust as much to 

the Hong merchants in their dealings with you as* you can to 
^merchants residing in other parts of the world ? — I should think 
we mighf full as ntuch, ^ * 

1587. Can ^ou menli^jn the prices that you paid for tea in any 
given yearP—In 1822, the first voyage that I was there, from 
22 to tales lujr^ekul were paid for the souchong. It amounts 
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2 Mar. laso. to the Same thing as cents per p6und ; cents are of Spanish 

^ dollars : 22 tales would be about cents. 

apt. J. Coffin. Whiat did you pay for the other descriptions of tea? 

— Bohea was, to the best of my rec^leotion, IS cents per 
pound ; about IS tales per pekul ; con^ was about SI to 22 ; 
young hyson was 36 ; hyson was the same price ; hy$6n-skin 
was 25. 

1589, What do you mean by young hyson ?-— Young hyson 
tea, I believe, is the young lec^ o&the old hyson, 

1500. Were those all fresh teas ? — All fresh teas. 

1591. What did you pay for gunpo^er tea and for impe- 
rial tea?— Gunpowder, 50 to 55, and ffir imperial about the 
same price. 

1592. Was the price of green tea higher in the year 1823 
than It had been before ?«*-It was. 

1503. Had you any difficulty in that year in completing your 
cargo of green tea ? — In 1823 1 had, in obtaining as mtlch young 
hyson as 1 wistied. 

1504. Could you, in the year 1824, obtain the young hyson 
that you required ?~Not at all ; but it was more plentiful than 
it had been. I was late in the year 1824, being one of the late 
ships that went against the monsoon. 

1595. What difference in the price did the scarcity of young 
hyson, iq the year 1623, make in the article ?^lt made a di^ 
ference hf between 36 and 42 tales per pekul. * 

1596. Wha(. was the price of the young hyson m the year 
\824 ?— In the year 1^24 1 paid from 46 to 48 for young hyson. 

1597. Have you ever seen a printed price-current at Canton ? 
have; but I believe they have been sent out printed from 

Furope oi* America iti bl^k ; they were filled up at Canton. 

1598. Is that a common practice ?~Tbat* is the common 
practice. 

1599. Is there, in yodr judgment, any difference between the 
quality of the teas purchased by the East-lndia Company and 
those purchased by the Americans ?-*>l should think there was 
a difference, from 5 to 10 per cent in favour of the teas pur- 
chased by Eaet-I]idia.Coi|ipai;iy. 

1600. Does ^at apply Imth to black and green ?■ — To the 
green teas I think it does not apply. Our green teas aJWquSlIy 
ps good as those imported by the Company. Souchong and 
Congo 1 have, myself bought «there after it has been marked to 
go on board Company's ships, and paid a litUe higher for it. 

1601. How did you contrive to get those chests? — The 
Hong put other prmf ed *paj^rs over thim. 

1602. Were ^hey jntehded for the Ch&jiany’s ships ? - I be- 

lieve they were ; but thg merchants wanting ready money sold 
ihem. i. ' 
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160S« Do you remember what you have paid for the tea so 2 Mar. i830. 

purchased? — I think it was 24 tales; that was in the year that ^ 

I was paying 21 for the teas that we usually take to America. 

1604. Do you imagbe that was part of the tea for which the 

Company had contr^ed ?-<— 1 have no doubt that it was tea 
that was to go on board the Company's ships. 1 believe that 
the Hong merchant intended it ; but wanting some ready money^ 
he got it in this manner. •• 

1605. Was it your general practice to pay ready money for 
the teas you purchased ?--Generally. I have had credit in 
China when 1 have not had funds enough to load the ship. 

1606. On which voj^age was that ?— -The first and last voyage. 

1607. From whom did you have it ?— From Chumqua, one of 

the Hong merchants. , 

1608. What security did you give him ?— I gave him my bill, 
payable at twelve months or oft my return. 

1609. T)id you refer to the American consul there?— No 

other security than my own. * 

1610. Were you a perfect stranger to him ?— So far a stranger, 

that I had only been acquainted with him on my first voyage 
there ; but he considered, from my being in command of the 
vessel and having the management of the business, being con> 
cerned with the supercargo, that I must be a respectable person, 
and of coarse he required no other security. The merchant I 
sailed.for hkd frequently had large credits. • 

1611. 'then it is notan uncommon practice in Canton to give 

credit where the money for the payment of thh goods is net 
immediately forthcoming? — No; between thirty and forty 
thousand dollars which I took out on one voyage, was to pay 
for a previous credit which the owner had had. .... , 

16 12. Have 5^ou found equal facilfty in other parts of India ? 

—I never have. 

1613. What interest did you payi? — Eight per cent, per 
annum. 

1614. At what time do the tea merchants usually arrive at 

Canton ? — From November to December. * 

f615. Did you ever purchase teas of an old sei^on I did. 

What is the difference iif the price at Canton between 
the old and the new teas ?— About four oi; five tales. 

1017. Is that the case^in all Ascriptions of teas?— In green 
teas I do not think it is so much : we consider that the black 
, teas injure by keeping. 

1618. *What difference is there in tjie American market be- 
tween the old and leas ? — Perhaps two to three cents pei 

pound. • < 

1619. When ypu say four tales, d</ j^ou mean in the bohee 
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2 Mar. tea or in the Congo tea ? — In the congo tea ; not 90 much in the 

bohea tea. I never bought any old bohea. 

Chpu A. Coffin* 2520. How Were the three cargoes of tea which you bought 
disposed of? — Part of it was disposed pf in America* but the 
greater part went to Holland. ^ 

1621. Can you tell what the teas sold for in Holland? — 
I think at 21 st^lrers. The last voyage* not having any thing to 
do^'^Svith the business myself in Holland* being consigned there* 
having some shares in the voyage,, myself, I was furnished with 
account sales ; but, to the best of my recollection, about 21 
stivers for the Dutch pound. 

1622. For what description of teas?— For the congo. 

1623. Of the tea you purchased* was part of it from the 
Hong pnd part of it from the outside merchants ? — It was. 

1624. Are you able to state how the teas purchased from 
those two parties turned out? — T think that the tea was fully as 
good* that I purcjiased of the outside merchants as tkat 0 / the 
Hong. The outside merchant that 1 purchased it from had 
been established for many years, though within two years he 
has died ; his name was Yoqua. 

1625. What is the difference between the Dutch pound and 
the English pound? — 112| English* I think, makes 110 pounds 
Dutch. 

1626. Can you state the price in Holland of any other de- 
scription’ of tea besides congo? — I cannot. < 

1627. Is there any difference in the duties on American and 

en national skips in importing teas into Holland ?— There is 
considerable. ^ 

• 

1628. Can you state what it is ? — I do not know the difference 
exactly ; hut I was told by the merchants that the circumstance 
ofunine being an Americ^i ship made a difference of something 
like 28,000 guilders on the whole cargo ; that is, about £2»200. 

1629. Do the American ships perform their voyages cheaper 
than Dutch ships ? — I think they do ; they are more expeditious, , 
and they also sail with fewer men. In the ship that 1 com- 
manded I had twelve seamen, making altogether seventeen, and 
sometimes having a boy, making eighteen people, myself in- 
cluded. 

1630. What would a Dutdiship of that size have ? — fispbably 

twenty-five. * 

. 1631. What was the size of the slyp About 400 tons. 

1632. Can you state what was the whole cargo of the ship on 

which that additional expense was incurred ?— The iqyestment. 
in China was about l70,(^0 dollars. t 

1633. Would an American ship, not^aally of 400 tons, carry 
more or leas cargo thhn^a Dutch ship of 400 tons ? — The Dutch 
ships arc rated by the ; but when I compare them with the 
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American ships, I speak of a ship that would bring the same 2 Mar. 1830. 
quantity. 

1634. Is not there a different mode of measuring the tonnage ^ 
in AiAerican ships from the British ? — I believe there is ; we take 

half the breadth of beam for the depth of hold, the length of 
keel rnultiplied by the depth, divided by 95. 

1635. Do you know the English way ?— I dolfot know exajjtly 
the English way of measuring. 

1636. Is not the American ton reckoned forty cubic feet? — It is. 

1637. Do you know whether the English is reckoned the 
same ? — I do not know. 

1638. Is not a last about two tons?*-I believe it is. 

1639. You stated that the value of your investment in China 
was about 170,000 dollars; do you know what its value In Hol- 
land was ? — I cannot tell exactly. 

1640. J)id the charges depend on the value of the cargo in 
the ship, or on the ship itself ?— Principally on tfce cargo, 

1641. You have stated that on board your ships you have had 
twelve seamen, and altogether a crew of about eighteen persons 
irfcluding yourself; is that to be considered the average number 
of the trade of Boston a*t the same time P^Yes, I think the 
average number of all American ships, the Philadelphia ships 
excepted : they generally have a few more, owing to having a 
number of apprentices. 

164*2. Is any additional risk considered to be run by having 
so small a number, or what is the rate of insui;ance upon the 
American ships in the Chinese trade ?»— About four per cent, 
upod the whole voyage out and home, insured in America, 

1643. Are you generally acquainted with the tra^g of Boston 

and Salem ? — Yes. # » 

1644. Was that the insurance when you went there, or is it 
the same now ?— That was the insurance when I went, and it ?s 

. about that now ; it does not exceed 4;J. 

1645. You mean upon a voyage to Canton, out and home 

again ? - Yes, not including the risk to Holland. ^ 

1646. Can you state the average number of vessels that have 
been employed in the East-India^trade for the last seven years 
frtftn SJdston and Salem In 1823 there were forty-two Ame- 
rican ships during that year in Canton. Altogether the trade 
has fallen off considerably now :^I think, for the^ last two ox 
three years, there have not been so many ; there have not been 

• more thqn half that number. 

1647. Can you'8tate,/or the last §)urteen or fifteen years, 
what have been 'thei%<pumber of Boston ships .lost in the China 
trade, either in the outward or hoinew^d4)Ound voyage ?— -I do 
not ri^member J)u| one Boston ship bOmg lost : that is between 
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isao. fourteen and fif):6en years : Rapid is the name of the ship : she 
^ commanded by Captain Dawe ; she was cast away on New 

6^,^. Coffin, jjQjiand, going an eastern passage. 

1648. Have there been any homeward-bound ships lost? — 

There was a Philadelphia sliip in Marcn 1824^ called the Co- 
lumbia) lost at the east end of Banca. ' 

1649. Have y*Bu not made several voyages to India as well as 
to diinaP — I have, twelve within the last thirteen years* 

1650. Can you state what ^lasr been the average length of 
these voyages r— -About ten months out and home. Tlie longest 
passage I ever had to Java, which we take the passage from 
either to Europe or America, was ninety-six days; and two 
yeara ago I came from Angier, which is the starting-point in 
Java, in eighty-one days, with a sugar-loaded ship. 

165ll Have those voyages that you speak of all been carried 
on with^ the same number of men that you' have already men- 
tioned 9 *)n proportion to the tonnage ?.«— The same nun^bor. 

1652. Are the American ships, as compared with the British- 
built ships, built more for the purpose of speed and use, than 
Ibr that of carrying bulk ? — Our modern-built vessels, I think, 
are all about the same ; they carry equally as well as the British 
vessels : but tbe ship that I commanded to China was a ship 
built some years ; she would not carry quite so well, but sailed 
much faster. * 

1658. Wiat has been the alteration that has taken place in 
your modern-built ships? — They have made thegi longer, 
deeper, and no^t so vride. 

1654. In what mode do you take the measurement of the ton- 
nage of your ships ?— From die length half the breadth of beam 
is taken ; by the depth of the whole multiplied by die length, 
an(^ divided *by 95. 

1655. With what object is it that that mode of taking the 
measurement has been determined upon ? — I cannot say. 

1656* Is the nominar tonnage of a ship built in one of those 
modes greater in proportion to its real capacity than that of one 
built in the other; and will you explain the mode in which the 
difference is produced ?— It is different, owing to the ships 
being much njirrower, having lnoi;e length and greater depth* in 
the bold ; a vessel of that description, a vessel of 28 feet bearni 
and 100 feet long, would not carry nearly so much as Tvessel 
of 26 feet beam, and adding greatly to the length and depth, 
udiich does not increase the tonnage m the same ratio. 

1657. What reason have the Americans for employing smaller 
ships rather than those lazger ships which are generally* employ- * 
ed by the East-Indfa Ctempany ? — I believe thqy think them 
more expeditious generally in performins^the voyage ; and the 
cargo frequently •in A Ulrica is owned by a merchant, and he 
prefers having his goods go in his own shi[\ in preference to 
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having a very large ship, and getting some other persons to fill 2 Mar. 1830. 

, 

1658. Is there any tonnage duty paid in America on the re- 

gister ?— There is: k is small, but I cannot tell the exact 
amount. ♦ 

1659. Do not American vessels sail with fewer men than the 

English vessels do ?— I think we do. ^ 

1660. What is the proportion between the crew of an Ameri- 
can vessel and that of a British vessel ? — 1 should think a British 
vessel of 400 tons would have five to seven more than an Ameri- 
can vessel of 400 tons. 

1661. Then, of course, having fewer men, you have more 
ro,om for cargo than the English or Dutch ships have? — Yes. 

1662. Do you accommodate your crew as well as the English 

vessels do ? — I thiivk we do better. ^ 

2663. JDo you allow them the same spacei^ — I think we do. 

Perhaps tlie Company’s ships have better, because they have 
the accommodations of men-of-war ; but 1 believe ours are fully 
as comfortable as the free-traders, and I am sure that we feed 
them much better. 

1664. Have not the Company’s ships mucli better accommo- 
dation and more room ? — They have. 

1665. "What was your freight out and home ?— I had no freight 
on my own «hip ; the cargo belonged solely to the owner of the 
cargo *and ,my self. 

1666. Wliat would the freight be ? — The last y^ar I was there’, 

1 shipped teas at 30 dollars per ton to America from China, in 
an American ship, allowing ten quarter-boxes to a ton, which 
measures about forty^one feet ; but it is customary 4© take ten 
quarter-boxes. ^ * 

1667. Are you of opinion that you can still import teas intq 
Holland, notwithstanding the higher duties now paid in the ports 
in Holland ? — I think we can compete with the Dutch yet. 

1668. Do the Americans now carry on the trade of tea to 

Holland as much as formerly ?— Not so much. * 

]^69. Can you state any reason why they do not ?— It is 
owing to the Company of Dut^h merchants, the Dutch Trading 
Company, sending a number of ships to Cliina. 

1670 Have their transactions been attended with loss or 
gain ? — I believe they have«been attended with considerable loss.* 

1671. Do you consider the tea that yqu get in this country 
^qual to yrhat you get in America ?- — 1 do,not think it is so 
strong, the tea thalf 1 have been able to get here for my own use* 

1672. Does* that apply to the green or to the black teas ? — 

To the black teas. 

1673. To what rV> you ascribe this difference ?— I should think 

• 2c 
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the tea I generally purchase here? retail^ is old tea that has lost 
a great part of its flavour and strength. 

1674. What price have you paid here for good souchong tea, 
retail P^Five shillings and sixpence. 

1675. What would you pay for similar tea in America ?— Two 

shillings, or 50 cents. « 

1676. Can you tell how much of that 2^. is duty ? — On the 

blacl^tea, souchong, it is 25 cents, which is about \2^d , : it is, 
in fact, 1«. 0^. out of 2^. ^ 

1677. Can you state the proportion the duties bear to the 
price of tea in other descriptions of tea ?— The duty on gun- 
powder and imperial is 50 cents ; on young hyson, 40 cents ; 40 
parts of the Spanish dollar out of ICO parts ; on hyson-skin ijt is 
28; on Congo and all black teas, bohea excepted, it is 25; on 
boheait'is 12. 


1678. Can you give the per-centage of the*duties in America 
upon the teas generally ? — It is not put upon a per-cent^e, it is 
so much per po^nU. 

1679. With reference to the average prices, how much would 
it be ? — The duties are about equal to the cost at Canton. 

1680. Is not it 45 per cent, in America upon the average P-v 
The price of tea in America varies, but the duty is permanent. 

1681. Do you know how many American houses of business 
there are residing at Canton ? — There are seven or eight. 

1682. Have they several partners, generally speaking? — 
There are in some of the houses three or four partners, in dthers 
only one persoe.. 

1683. Have there btfi^n any failures among those houses in 
your recollection ?— There is the house of Thompson, wlm was 
th^ son of^r. Thompson (I cannot say the house of Thompson 
in Canton failed) that failed in the United States, ow'ing, 1 
believe, to some smuggling transactions. 

* 1684. Is there any other failure that has occurred within your 
knowledge ? — I know of ho American that has fliiled in Canton. 

I6§5. Are the Boston merchants trading with China generally 
considered very wealthy persons ? — They are. 

1696. Are you acquainted qjith Colonel Perkins ?— -I ara^ 

1687. Is not he one oF the principal merchants in Boston? 
— He is the principal. TheSdore Lyman has been on^of Urn 
greatest traders. < 

•1688. lu general, among tjjie wealthy merchants in Boston, 
are not the wealthiest among those connected with the trade to 
China?— They are. ^ ' 

1689,1 Do they contippe to have tlie same reputation for 
wealth thet they used to haveP^ThVHostbn merchants do : 
there have been seversU^f the New York merchants connected 
with the China trade wdiahave failed. 
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1690. When at Canton, did you understand that the Ameri- 2 Mar. 18,'JO. 
cans received any protection from the East-India Company's 

Factory ?^I never understood that they received any protection. 

1691. Supposing that Factory were withdrawn, do yo& think 

that the situation of liie Americans would be worse or better 
tlian*it is at present? — I think it would be quite as well: I 
cannot say that it would be worse or better, but it would make 
no difference. •* 

1692. Is the American tr|idc popular with the Chinese ? — I 

believe it is. ^ 

1693. Is it as much so as that of the East-India Company ? — 

I believe that the reason why the Chinese favour the American 
trade is on account of the great quantity of specie that is 
hffought there : the Company have imported large quantities of 
goods. I suppose the only preference would be, which trade 
they found most beneficial to themselves. 

1694. J)o you know any thing respecting j^be. British manu- 
factures taken fr^am this country by the Americans? — Nothing; 

I have frequently seen the goods there, but had nothing to do 
with them. 

* 1695. Do you know whether those goods generally pay duties, 
or whether they are smuggled into China? — I believe they 
generally pay duty; except, in some cases, officers going might 
smuggle k srnall investment : but the respecUible merchants, I 
think, woujd not have any thing to do with smuggling.. 

1696. The respectable merchants, either British or American ? 

— Either. , „ , 

1697. Were you ever engaged in rtie fur trade ?— Never, 
otherwise than carrying a few casks on freight. 

.1699. Do you know vidielhcr the animals from wl^jch the furs 
are got have ^’onsiderably diminished in quantity? — The'*sca 
otter has, considerably ; the land furs perhaps not much. 

1699. Do you know of the arrival of any ships in Chiifa 
bringing furs from the north-west eSaast of America?— The 
person that owned iny ship had a ship which arrived in Canton 
while I was there with furs. 

1700. At the present momen^ is a smaller quantity of fiirs 

than heretofore brought into the market of Canton?— A smaller 
quantity of the sea otter ; perhapk of the other furs there are 
as many. ^ 

1701. Do you know whether furs, and warm clothing of thajt 
description, is in much request ir{ China ?~It is. ’All the Chi- 
nese that can afford it, generally wear woollens or camlets lined 

* with furtf, in the n^eighbourhood of Canton. * 

1702 During ihe ^hole year^ or a part of the year ?^Dur- 
ing a part of the year; during the col^easQP, from March to 
April. ^ 
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1703. Is there a good deal of cold at that period ? — There 
is ; 1 have seen it fireeze in the Canton river at night. 

1704. What is the latitude ? --•Between 22 and 23 degrees. 

1705. Are you aware whether the Am^ican sliips coming to 
Canton are occasionally in the habit of running across to the 
Philippines, and bringii^ back rice to China ? — ^It is frequently 
the case. 

1T06. Do they derive any advantage from it? — They save 
what is called in China the cumsha^ measurement^ which is the 
ship duty* 

1707. What does that mean ? — It is a present ; it is levied on 
the ship ; it is a tonnage duty. 

1708. What is the amount of it ? — On my vessel it js ave- 
raged from 4,500 to 4,800 dollars. ^ 

1709. In fact, do the Chinese favour the admission of raw 
produce, from other countries ? — Of rice in particular. 

1710. Is not thiit part of the port charges which is allied the 
cumshaw the same for every ship ? — I believe it is. 

1711. Do you recollect the amount of it: is it 1,900 tales? 
— It is somewhere not far from that. 

1712. Is not that part of the duly calculated according to 
the distance between the foremost part of the niizenmast and 
the aftermost part of the foremast? — Between the centre of the 
mizenmast and the centre of the foremast in length, and the 
breadth from the middle of the mainmast to the side of the 
ship, half the breadth : a vessel with two masts is measuredf from 
the end of the filler to the foremast. 

1713. What is the rdke of freight between Boston and Can- 
ton? — Tlie usual rate, where a vessel has been taken up, has iJeen 
heretofore ^bout 40 dollars a ton measurement for the voyage 
out- and home. A ship-owner will carry out specie, and take 
home the goods at 40 dollars a ton measurement ; or on nan- 
keens 9 per cent, on the ship : on silk goods, 6| per cent, 

1714. Does that cover all the charges ? — That covers all 
the charges ; because we buy the goods free of expense, deli- 
verable on board. 

1715. Does that cover the ^rt charges in Canton? — Tl)ey 

are paid by the ship{>er out of that, except some small charge 
for Factory hire. ^ 

1716. Is the insurance included in that? — The insurance is 
mot included. 

k C '' 

1717. What is the rate of commission paid on the purchase 
of teas ?— ‘Two to 2^ p^r cent, upon the invoice price. 

1718. To whom is it .paid ? — To the supercargoes or mer- 

chants there. Some do the business 2,* and"' some at 2^ 
per cent. • 

1719. Do you know w^iat the rat^ paid by th? British there 
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is ? — I do not. I have understood that the British merchants 2 Mar. isso. 
residing there did the country business ar 5 per cent. 

1720. Supposing a ship brings a cargo into Canton, and loads 
with .tea in return, wojald there be a commission both ways? — 

There would on the sd^les and the purchases. 

17€1. What would be the amount of that commission ? — A 
person having the consignment of goods out and home would 
probably do it at four per cent. ; but five per cent., that 2^ 
per cent, each way, is the highest commission. 

1722. Is the commission ^inctuded in the 40 dollars paid for 
the freight? — I am not sure whether it is or not, because I 
never took an}^ freight in my own ship either out or home ; but 
1 believe the 40 dollars covers it* 

A*7'2S, Have you any English seamen in your ship’s company 
at Canton ? — I generally have one or two, or three amohgst the 
company. 

1724* Have you found that they conducted themselyes as 
well as tfle Americans ? — I cannot say that I Ifave ever seen any 
difference. * 

1725. How soon did you arrive at Canton after the execution 
of an Italian sailor on board an American ship ? — PVom five to 
eight months. 

1726. Do you know any thing of the nature of the transac- 
tion ? — ^frequently heard it stated, and had it from the super- 
cargo of that sliip, meeting him on that voyage down at Angior. 

1727. ^’hat was the name of the ship?— The Emiiy of Bal- 
timore. • , 

1728.. Can you state any thing of t!he circumstance of that 
traifsaction ? — I understood that the woman that was killed or 
drowned w'as in a boat under the ship’s bows, and something 
passing between the sailor and the ^oraan, he tooled earth^rn 
jar and threw il at her, and struck the woman on the side of the 
head, consequently she fell overboard, and when she was takeji 
up she was dead. At the time it might have been settled for a 
trifling amount of 100 or 200 dollars, but after getting to the 
ears of the Mandarins they demanded life for life. It was 
thought by the Americans there that the sailor did not intend 
to^kill the woman : whether it was done in sport or in anger 
they could not tell, but they agreed* that the man should not 
be giv(Hi up ; consequently, for some time the American trade 
was stopped, and the Mandarins persistod in demanding the 
man. • % . ' 

1729. How long was it stopped? — I cannot tell the exact 
^ period, but for some number of days. 

1730. Was it e*ver proved that the lyan struck the woman ? — 

I believe that it is no^oubted. • I had it from the supercargo 
of the ship, that the jug that he threw P>4ier struck the woman ; 
but t)ie mattqjc wgs never properly investigated. 
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2 M«r. 1830. 1731. Supposing a woman to have been killed by an Ameri- 

^ can seaman in the port of London, would not that American 

CajH.A, Cojin, have been tried according to the laws of this country? 

—No doubt of it. 

^ ‘ 

1732. And it is presumed the same woiild happen in America, 
and every part of the civilized world ?— No doubt. ^ 

1733. Do you know whether the man was tortured or not ? 
— Lbelieve he was not : he was very shortly put to death after 
arriving. They got him by stratagem out of the ship. 

1734. It has been stated that the American consul resigned 
his appointment in consequence of this affair. Do you know 
whether that was the case or not ? — I never heard that that was 
the case. Mr. Wilcox w-as consul at the time, and he -was 
consul after I arrived there ; but being a man of consideratle 
business there, the consulship was rather a plague to him, as 
he never took any fees for depositing sliip papers, and certi- 
fying the landing certificates and invoices ship[)ed from there : 
but I'never heard that be gave up on account of this transac- 
tion. 

1735. When did he resign his office ? — I should think it was 
full a year afterwards. 

1736. Does he reside there now as consul ? — He does not ; 
he is now in Philadelphia. 

1737. Ts there any American consul there now ? — I am not 

sure whetlier we have one or not. * 

1738. What are the duties of the American consul ?— We 
^rc obliged by*, the American law to deposit our ship papers 
with him, within forty<;ight hours of our arrival. When goods 
are carried out that we get a debenture on, he signs the land- 
ing certificate ; it is sworn to before him by the master of the 

antM5j^ that means wg recover the debenture in America: 
and also when piece-goods are shipped from Canton which pay 
an ad valorem duty, the invoice is sworn to before him that it 
is a fair invoice ; on inaKkufactured goodB> the duty is paid by 
a per-centage on the cost. 

1739. And that is sworn before the consul at the port of ex- 
port, ? — It is. 

1740. Does he exercise an^r control over the American sea- 
men ? — Not any. v ^ 

1741. If any conmlaint was made against any of the Ameri- 
can seamen by the Chinese authorities, would they apply to the 
consul?— They would not; Miey w6uld apply to the security 
merchant. 

1742. Is the consul recognized by the Chinese authorities* 
at all ? — I never heard that he was. 

1743. Are anj of t;Jie other consuls Cognized ? — I believe 
none of them are recogbi'?ed by tllevClline^se authorities. 
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174>4. Does the Chinese government recognize the existence 2 Mar. 1830. 

of the Company’s Factory ? — I believe not \ it is like the other 

trade. Cnpt, A. Citffin* 

1745 . Do you understand that the number of American ships 
trading to Canton has latterly decreased ? — It has. 

17^. What is the rcaSon of that?— Owing to the'* Dutch 
putting a number of ships in the trade ; there have been some 
of the German ships of late put in under the Austrian flag, fiM^m 
Hamburgh and Bremen : and also owing to the English im* 
porting teas into Canada ; liferetofore, I believe, Canada was 
principally supplied with teas from America. 

1747. Do you apprehend that the ill success of voyages to 

Canton has been the cause of any part of that decrease ? — I do 
nol'xhink the trade for the last three or four years has been so 
lucrative as it was heretofore. • 

1748. Are you not of opinion that, supposing that trade were 
conducted upon proper principles, and confined within reasona- 
ble limits^ the trg,de would be conducted profitably now as it 
was heretofore ? — I do not know why it should fiot. Since the 
general peace, commercial trade throughout the world has been 
less lucrative of late years. 

1749. Have other branches of trade from the United States 
decreased in the same proportion as the trade between the 
United States and China? — The East-lndia trade has decreased 
to other places fully as much as it has to China and Brazil. 

1750. From the United States to Europe and othei^ parts of 
the world,* is the trade less now than it was some years ago ? — 

I think not to Europe : the European i|nd Wesf-India trade iS 
carried on as much as ever it was. 

1751. And to as much advantage? — I think not. 

17552. Taking the trade generail;^ in the UniteTTStatesj^is 
not the profit now realized by the merchants less than it was 
some years ago ? — I should think considerably less. 

1753. Is there considerable competition in carrying on the 
foreign trade in America? — ^There is. 

1754. Can you state the quantity of tea that used to be 
furnished by the Americans to Canada? — I cannot stale pre* 
cisl&ly; I should think it was ^bout three or four ^hips’ cargoes 
of 400 tons. 

1755. * Was not a great quantity carried jn by the smuggling 
trade ?— It was not allowed in any other wa 3 ^ 

1756. Therefore it is difficult t3 estimate the amftunt of it ? — 

It is. 

1757. •What peyt charges did you pay in* China ?— Including 
Factory expeuse8*and the ship^s, expenses, between 7,000 and 
8,000 dollars usually o^f my ship; that is, including the cumshaw, 
and the piloting, and the victualling opfhe ship. 
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1758. You have stated that you were enabled to load and 
unload and depart from Canton river in hfleen days ; what was 
the longest time you have ever employed in doing that ? — Three 
months and a half, one voyage ; I arrive^ there just before the 
great fire took place. 

1759. If that fire had not taken place, how long should you 
have been ? — Probably five or six weeks. The average is about 
five^r six weeks with the Boston ships and the^ New York 
ships ; but the Philadelphia ships usually stay longer ; they 
generally wait till their silk goods 4re manufactured ; they have 
a great many shippers, and frequently will send two or three 
supercargoes. A person putting in 100,000 dollars sends a 
person to manage the business, and another person sends 
another ; there are a great number of shareholders, and tlibir 
trade iscdifferent, so that there is generally some delay caused 
by it. 

1760. ‘ Do the Philadelphia ships. export more silk manufac- 

tured ' goods fronv Canton than the Boston .ships ?—! think 
they do. • 

1761. You stated that the American, China, and India trade 
has been a losing trade for some years ; will not the loss of the 
Canadian trade and the Dutch trade account for that? — I 
should think it would in a great measure. 

1762. Those two branches having been a great outlet for the 

American. trade? — I think so. . 

1 * 

1763. Have you traded with Calcutta? — I have.' ^ 

• 1764. Can jTou state^what the port charges there would 
amount to, including all the items you take into your calcula- 
tion in tlie port charges at Canton ?— It would depend upon the 
lei)^h of jj^e that the vessel laid in Calcutta: I lay ofi'^about 
three months in Calcutta. #The port charges altogether, with a 
vessel of about the same size, would be between 5,000 and 
6,D00 dollars, including factory rent and expenses. 

1765. Do you conceive that there is any advantage in carry- 
ing on the China trade with large ships of 1,200 tons burden ? 
—I could not say. The Americans began to build some large 
ships, as large as 900 tons, bqt they are out of the trade nov" ; 
whether thevifound them answer I cannot say. There w-as one 
called the Washington, of 90(1 tons, which made two voy-ages to 
China, and then she ^as put out of the trade. 

• 1766. From what port did sjie sail ?r— From New York. 

1767* Did she engage in any other trade ? — She did. The last 
that I heard of her was in the Liverpool trade, carrying cotton. 

1768. What do you cdhsideir to be the average size? — From 
400 to 600 tons. , 

1769. From your ejcfkrrience in that trad^, should you say 
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^hat a ship from 400 to 600 tons burden was the best size ?— I 
should think they were as good as any size. 

1770. Is the revenue derived by the United States from the 
duties on tea large — It is considerable ; I think about two 
millions of dollars. 

r?71. Do you know whether it is one of the largest Items of 
duty ? — I believe it is the largest of all our trade. 

1772. Is there a drawback upon re-exportation ? — There is. 

1773. Do you include thx? amount of the drawback? — No, 
that is what is actually paid, the net duty. 

1774. Is the revenue derived to the United States from tea 

increasing or not? — I should think it had fallen off since the 
Canada trade ; because the duty on the tea that went into 
Canada was paid in the United States. * 

1775. Do you Oiink there is at present any smuggling of tea 

int^o Canada from the United States ? — I should think there was 
not much. ’ 

1776. Should you say that the revenue derived by the United 
States from tea is likely to continue increasing or to fall off? — 
If the same tariff continues, I should think it would increase, 
as the use of tea increases as the number of inhabitants in- 
creases. 

1777. ‘Do you understand whether there is any difficulty in 

the collection of the tea revenue in the United States ?- I never 
heard of any difficulty, * 

1778. 'Have you ever heard of any smuggyng of tea? — I 
have ; one case particularly, by a person of the name of Thomp- 
son 

1779. Is the smuggling of tea carried on extensively in the 
United States ?— I l>elieve not. 

1780. Arc you aware that the duty on congo tea has been 
much larger in proportion than the duty on any other tea im- 
ported?— It has been larger, taking irtto consideration the cost 
of the article. 

1781. Has not its consumption in the United States decreased 

much in consequence of the increased duty? — I cannof say 
th^t the consumption has decreased .on that accqunt. I think 
tliat the consumption of differerA kinds of hyson tea has in- 
creasedT; it perhaps may be from the fanc^ of the people drink- 
ing it. • 

1782. Can you state tft what\)ortsof the United States the 
importation of tea is now open ? — To every port where there is 

'a custom-house. * 

1783. Can you state any circumstiinces connected with an 
American ship freiglfted by British merchapts from Baenos 
Ayres to Canton ? — I recollect one sbip^'^iiipcalled the Parnther, 
Captain BowefTs, which was taken up at Buenos Avres, went to 

2 D 
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2 Mar. 1&30. Canton for a voyage; she made two voyages ; one year in par- 

ticular, I lay next to her, and was very intimate with the captain 

Capt. A. Coffin. jp United States with a cargo 

of dour and some specie on board, to land her dour at Buenos 
Ayres and to proceed on to Canton. There was, I believe, an 
English merchant and some Spanish house there that wantdd to 
take up a ship to go to Canton, and they found they could not 
send,^n English ship there, and consequently they took up this 
American ship, and paid her a very large charter. 

1784. Do you know what?— ^ tlhnk it was 28,000 dollars for 
the voyage, and the owners of the ship paid the factory expenses 
in Canton. 

1785. What was the size of the ship ?— Something less than 
400 tons. 

1786. * Were not the freights paid upon that ship particularly 
high ? — They were considered very hign- 

1787. Do the i^raerican ships go tb Whampoa ?— They do*. 

1788. Do they invariably go there?— Not ifivariably; some 
of the ships stop at Linten and put their specie on board of 
another ship that is going up, and go over to Manilla for rice or 
some other cargo, and return while the cargo is getting ready. ' 

1789. Is not the course of trade, in such cases where there 
are cargoes on board, to make arrangements with the Hong 
merchants for the purchase of them ? — I never heard of it. 1 
believe th^t the goods have to go up to Whampoa befbre,they 
can sell them ; except the article of opium, which is not allowed. 

*1790. Is not Ihe practjpe of the American ships to discharge 
part of their cargoes before they go to Whampoa ? — No. 

1791. Do they break bulk ? — Generally not. 

1W2. Alls'' there exceptions? — There are some^ exceptio'hs. 

1793. How does the cargo so discharged 6nd its way into 
Cliina? — By the agency of the American merchants there. 

1794. Not of the Hong merchants ? — I think not. 

1795. Are not you aware that there is a considerable amount 
of contraband trade carried on through the means stated in the 
previous question ? — In the tra^e of opium there is cdnsideral^e. 

1796. The ^question refers to other articles besides opium ? — 
1 know there is some, but 1 Cannot tell the amount. 

1797. You arc axuare that a considera]|)e number of ships 
proceed from ports in Great l^itain tg China laden with British 
goods ; how are they disposed of?— They are generally sold to 
the Hong merchants and other merchants. 

1798. Are they dfsch^ged in the river below Whampoa?— I 
believe they are generally discharged a^Whkmpba. I cannot 
say that it is iiniversallj^the case. 

1799. Is it not within ^ur knowledge that ^11 private resident 



SELECT COMMITTEE of th* HOUSE OF COMlftONS. 208 

agents are connected with the illicit trade in China?— I think a Mar. 1830. 

they are not. I think Mr. Cushion is not, and some other mer- 

chants. ^,1 never myself had any thing to the amount of £100 Coffin, 

smuggling on board of my ship, or any illicit trade* 

1^00. Do you not believe that the smuggling trade is carried 
on to a great extent from ships bearing the Afnerican flag going 
to China ? — Excepting in opium, I do not think it is to much 
extent. ^ 

1801. If you agreed to re^eirp goods on freight in your vessel 
of 897 tons, for how many tons could you obtain payment? — 

About 600 tons, 

1802. Wliat would be the result in a Dutch vessel of 397 tons ? 

— sThey carry about as much as our ships. 

1803. In an English ship what would it be? — I should think 
the English ships generally carry better, 

1804f. In what proportion? — Perhaps something like ten per 
cent. » * ^ • 

1805. You are speaking of English merchant vessels, and not 
of the Company’s vessels ?— Not the Company’s vessels. 

. 1806. Do you consider your property as secure in your vessel, 
navigated by eighteen men, as in a Dutch vessel navigated by 
twenty-seven men ?- — Much more so. 

1807. ' From whence does that arise ?— I think we have smarter 
seamen. 

1 808. ,,And should you say the same in reference to in English 

vessel navigated by twenty-two men ? — I think ^we are equally 
safe. 1 think the ])rice of the premiums would answer tlfit 
question better than any thing else. There are no ships that 
sail that are insured so cheap as the American, particularly to 
the Eust-Indies and China. ^ 

1809. Whaf reason have you for believing that a vessel v^uld 

be as secure navigated by eighteen Americans as by twenty-two 
English ? — If an American ship-master is known to get intoxi- 
cated they will not insure his vessel ; consequently, he must be 
a respectable man, and he frequently has the management of the 
business ; but I believe in most other ships you find there is 
not so much attention paid to the capability of the master and 
officers* • ^ ' * 

1810. Do you know the rate of insurance in London as well 

as in America ? — I do not. • 

1811. You have stated the prices of the several denominatiews 
of teas in China ; are you not aware that there are many grada- 
tions ofi character in all the denominations^of teas, such as congo 
and bohea, and other sorts?— There js quite a difference. 

1812. To what quality do the prices you have given ajmly ; 
to the best or the lowest quality ? — To about the middling 
quality ; noti;o ^e meanest or the bist. 
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t Mar. 1B13. You have stated, that in your purchases of teas you 

— — have seen the Company's mark covered over, and that you have 

A, Coffin, bought those teas ?~Tbose teas have been shipped in American 
vessels which had been termed by the Hong merclmnts Com* 
pany's te^* 

1814. Areyou*aware that tlie Company's teas undergo a 
very strict inspection ? — I believe they do ; I am not particu- 
larly: acquainted with the manner of that inspection. 

1815w What must you then havq inferred from the Company's 
niadk being on the teas ; should you not infer that they were 
rejected teas ? — I do not think they were : I think it was that 
the Hong merchant, wanting some ready money, found the 
easiest way to realize it was to sell tlie teas to the Americans. 

1816.^ Are you able to state whether the Company pay 
ready money or not ? — I believe they generally pay a part in 
merchandize. 

181^. Are chesjls that have the Company's mark u[ion them 
preferred by y«u to those that have no such .mark ? — Not ex- 
cept the tea is actually better. The Company's tea, I believe, 
is generally considered better, or it bears rather a higher price 
than the other teas. 

1818. Are you a judge of the article of tea yourself? — I can- 
not say that I am a judge of it ; but so much so, that I have 
been trusted with the buying of two cargoes. 

1819. Y^lien you say the Company's teas are supposed to be 

better, do you apply that to all kinds of teas ? — Not to the 
g^een teas ; I lioa reference to the black teas, the souchongs 
and congos. < 

1820. What was the result of your adventure, that you gave 
an account ^pf, to Amsterdam? — The two first voyages, in 
18^i^ and ^1823, were profitable: the other merely gave the 
ship a freight; there was no loss on it. 

' 1821, Can you state how much was the per-centage of profit 
upon the two voyages ? — 1 cannot tell ; perhaps something like 
20 per cent, upon the whole investment. 

1^2. Has there been any continuance of that trade ? — I 
liave not been in that trade sinpe. 

1823. Why* did you n'ot ^continue in that trade — It was 
found not so profitable, and we entered into a trade with other 
parts of India. • * 

IB24. Canjrou state whether any . other ships sailed about 
the time you speak of? — There were several, but I cannot give 
the result of the voy^es. 

1825. Who was the oturner of your shijp ?— Theodore Lyman, 
of Boston. * 4 .^ * 

1828. What wtfs youa last voyage ?— To Siam. 

1827. Is the tea you pnrehased for the Dutuh market, in 
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general equal or superior to what you puf'Chased for the Ameri- 2 Mar. 1830. 

can ? — We generally endeavour to get better tea for the Dutch 

market than for the American market : tea that is selected for Coffins 

the Dutch market. » 

18^. Is it better or worse than that usually selected by the 
Company for the English market?— I should think it is nearly 
the same quality. 

1829. What was the proportion of tea to the other arficles 
in the return cargo?— Aboqf three-quarters of the amount of 
the whole invoice has generally been teas. 

1830. And how much in bulk ?- Nine-tenths of the bulk. 

1831. Had you not some other articles besides tea? - Yes, 
raafliufactured silks, nankeens, cassia. 

1832. If a ship were laden with tea entirely, would not a 
large ship of 1200^tons be preferable to stow tea-chests only ? — 

Generally a ship, as she increases in size, will stow more 
according to her tonnage tTian a small vesseU 

1833. How many pounds of tea do you calculate a ton to 
carry ? — I should think between 700 and 800 ; but the chests 
are all about an equal si/.e, and we count ten chests to measure 
i ton. It does not vary much from forty cubic feet. 

1834. Are not the duties at Canton much larger in proportion 

upon smfill vessels than upon large ? — They are; and, I believe, 
they are the same on all : they are classed in three different 
classes, thb first, second, and third class. ; 

1835. *Are you or not of opinion that a ship of 500 or 600 
tons burthen, with reference to the bars and shdals in the river 
of Canton, and approaching the river, % much better adapted 
to the trade than a ship of 1200 tons, which draws so much 
more water? — llicre is little or no risk till she get* thejj^rs 
in the river: then there are two liars, which the Company's 
ships generally go below before they load entirely ; they take in 
part of their cargo at Whampoa, and then proceed down the 
river to the second bar to load. 

1836. Are not ships of 600 tons able to go up to W'hampoa 

and take in the whole of their cargo there ?— A ship of 600 or 
800 tons might do it. , 

1837. Were you at Canton- in tlie year 1821 ? -*I was not. 

1830! Did you go in 1822 ? — I did. 

1839, Did you hear whether, in conselquence of the event 
you have mentioned of a woman lieing killed by anjtalian sailof, 
the Americans were not treated exactly the same as they 

» had beon before ? — I have not heard tha| has injured the 
character of the Americans. » 

1840. Is tlie A*mewican flag hoisted at the consufs house at 
Canton?—! believe not since the fire in 1822, when the flag- 
staff was burr^ diyvn, There is a ff&g-staff that stands out in 
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2 Mar. 1830, front of the factory, where it is hoisted, but I believe it is not 
^ — universally flying: if there is a consul there, it is optional with 
C^' him whetner he will hoist it or not. 

1841. Does he hoist it? — I have seen it hoisted, and there 

have been times when it has not been hoisted; but it is left at 
his own option. * 

1842. Have you heard of any mutinies on board the Ameri- 
can ^hips in the Canton river? — 1 have, among the sailors. 

1843. Did you ever hear of pny, authority interfering for the 
purpose of settling any thing of that kind ? I never knew any 
authority interfere ; it is generally managed among the other 
Americans. 

1844. Had they any communication with the authorities^ — 
They ]^Sid no communication with the authorities. I never 
heard that the Chinese would interfere in case of any difficulty 
on board a foreign ship. 

1845. Have you never heard tKat tlie Company Factory 
there have convnunications with the governrftent? — I cannot 
say whether they have or not. 

1846. You know that the Americans have not ? — I believe 
they have not. 

1847. Do you know whether there was a trial of the Italian 
sailor?— -I believe there was no trial. The Amei;icans re- 
fused to give him up, and consequently the trade was stopped. 
The Hoi>§ merchants wishing that the trade should < go on, had 
told the captain and supercargo of the ship that if they ‘would 
g^ve the man up to go to Canton to be examined he should be 
returned again, and th%i Hong merchants said that the Man- 
darins had promised that that should be the case ; consequently 
the captain ^nd supercargo allowed the man to go dowp, and 
in^few moments after he^landed at Canton he^ was strangled, 
and they sent word that they could take him away and bury him. 

' 1848. Had the captain and the supercai^o no reason to sus- 
pect that he would not have a fair trial? — They had no reason. 
The Hong merchants said that they were deceived by the 
Mandarins. A few days after that the American trade went 
on &s usual. 

1849. Do ^ou suppose that they were not before aware of 
the nature of Chinese justied; that they did not know ^at they 
were not perfectly just, like other nations, in their trial of 
prisoners?— I believe the captain and the supercargo of the ship 
nad no doubt hut that the ifjan would be returned to the shi{) 
again after he was examined* 

1850. Is that fact now pretty well known among the Ameri- 
can ship-owners ? — Yesf • , , 

1851. It is pi;esumed that they do Hiot continue in their 

former ignorance with regard to the Chinese modes of justice ? 
— No, I suspect not. , 
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1852. Do you know of the agreements made with respect to 2 Mar. 1830. 

the purchase of teas by Americans being regulated by the price zr 

given by the Company ? — I have no knowledge of any such 
transactions. 

1853. Do you think that a trade with an assorted cargo could 
be carried on with any thing like the advantage of a trade in 
which the outward cargo consists of dollars? — I believe the 
Chinese like dollars better than they do almost any thing el^sc. 

1854. Have not the Americans carried on that trade almost 
entirely since ? — Mostly : some 8f our ships have taken British 
manufactures. 

1855. Have they found themselves the better for it? — I 
cannot say, having myself nothing to do with those transactions. 

Merchants generally keep those things pretty much to them- 
selves, particularljr if they are making a profit ; and if they are 
losing, they say little about it. 

>856. po 3 iou know that that trade has begn a losing trade ? 

— I do not know whether it has been a losing ^r a profitable 
trade. I have frequently heard it discussed. 

1857. Can you say, when it was discussed, whether it was 
said to be a losing or a gaining trade ? — There is a house which 
is remaining out there which has received a good many British 
goods from Liverpool. Mr. Dunn is the agent there ; and I 
think they must have made it profitable, because they still con- 
tinue to cag-y it on. ^ 

1838. bi the discussions at which you have been present, 
have not you heard that it was a losing trade P^Latterly they 
have said that there has been little or nothing gained by it. 

1859. Has there not been something lost?— I cannot say 

that tl^ere has been much lost in the trade. ^ ^ _ 

1860. Do yo« not believe that it lias been a losing trade f — 

1 do not think it has, generally speaking. 

1861. Do you know why it has decreased so much? — In the 
. article of British manufactures I do not think the trade has 

been decreased ; to the best of my knowledge, there have been 
as many British manufactures sent out in American ships* the 
la^ three or four years as the three or four years previous. 

1862. Have they been sold? — b cannot say, no£ having been 
there the last three or four years- 

1863. Have you never heard it discdlssed whether those 
goods did find a market at Canton ? — 1 know that* a consider* 
able quantity has found a market ; whether all that has been 

parried opt, I cannot say. 

1864. Did yon* not Iiear that it wm at very low prices?— I 
cannot say wTiethW tke person v^as making a profit or loss: at 
the time I was there it was considered profitable. 

1865. WhcTf w#i*e you there last? — In 1824, 
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3 AUr, 1830. 1866. Since that time have you heard the matter discussed ? 

—No. 

A.Oyftn. Then you cannot say whether it has been a losing 

trade since that time ? — I can say nothing upon that. 

1868. Is there any article of manufacture in the United ^tates 
which is calculated for the India or the China market ? — There 
is the article of white cotton goods. 

i 969. Has tliat been sent out in large quantities?— There 
have been considerable shipments made to China. 

1870. Did it appear to you that the Chinese government was 
anxious to increase its foreign trade ? — I believe they are aware 
of the advantages of a foreign trade. 

1871. Do you think they would be as desirous as America, 

or England, or Holland w'ould be, to increase their foreign 
trade ? — I should think very likely they would. They seem 
to be aware of the advantages of a foreign trade as well as o^her 
people. ♦' ^ * 

1872. Have * they any shipping carrying merchandize to 

foreign ports of Europe or America? — Their shipping carry 
merchandize, but not to Europe or America , 

1873. Do you believe that if the demand for fine teas in- 
creased, the supply could be readily brought up to reach such 
demand ? — I cannot answer that question, having so little know- 
ledge of the way in which the teas are manufactured. 

1871. Do you believe that an additional number of ships 
trading to Canjpn would lower the profits so much as to render 
the trade a bad one to <vrry on ?->I should think a considerable 
increase of trade there would lower the profits. 

J875. Are the American traders to China alarmed lest the 
ti*ad(! with China should be thrown open to the public ? 
— r think not. ^ 

< 1876. Have you been at Sincapore and Siam? — I have 

1877. Have you found any quantity of Chinese junks there ? 
— At Siam a large quantity. 

1878. What quantity have you ever seen there at one time ? 
— I 'should think eighty. , 

1879. Of what size ? — Soqie of 'them would carry 700 or 800 

tons, and some others perhaps 200 or 300. ^ 

1880. Do those junks carry on an extensive trade with dif- 
ferent parts of China beside^ Canton ? — They are principally 
from other parts ; very few from Canton. 

1881. Do they ipiport teas in any considerable quantities, 

into Siam ? — Thej^'do. ^ * 

1882. What amount of teas do you lliink at any one time 

you have known^to be. in Siam, imported by those junks ? — 
That w ould be a difficult Yjuestion. % 
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1883. Did vou find any Chinese tea there?— A large quan- 3 Mar. 1830. 

tify. I shoufd have no difficulty at any lime in loading one, 

two, or three ships of the size that I had there. ^ 

1884. What quality of tea ?— Principally black teas : souchong 
and Congo of very good quality. 

1^^. Have you ever bought any tea there ? — Only for my 
ship s use. 

1886. What did you find to be the price of the same qifality 
of tea, as compared with thqit w[iich you purchased at Canton? 

—The price was very little increased above what I could get the 
same tea for at Canton. 

1887. Do you conceive that tea might be imported into Eng- 

land from Siam, or any of the casternis lands, at a cheaper rate 
than that at which it is now imported from Canton ? — t should 
think not. I should think it would be imported cheaper direct 
from China, unless" there was more carried to those places than 
wa% wantfid fai^^the supply.* ^ • 

18S8. Do you think that the communication from Siam to 
the other ports of China besides Canton, by means of junks, 
affords 003^ prospect of a market for British or American goods 
iiT China ?— I believe by the junks there is considerable trade 
carried on to all the ports. 

1889. JDo not some of those junks sail for the provinces of 
Kiangnan and Fokien ? — They do. 

1880. Are not those provinces where tea is grown?— I can- 
not say precisely. ^ 

1891. Have you ever been on board ^f a junk? — Many, 

1692. Are you aware that every junk contains a great variety 
of individual merchants, who carry their investmem down, and 
after disposing pf it return to the port from whenc^ theywintT? 

— They do : a junk is cut up into sAall apartments and let out 
to individual merchants. • 

1893. From what ports eastward of* Canton on the Chinese 
coast do those junks principally come? — Ido not know the 
names of many .of the ports. Chicho is a place of considerable 
trade ; the names of the other places I do not know. • 

*18^. Have you on board of those junks bought or sold any 
article ?»- No, I have not. * 

1895. Then you are not aware how far those individuals are 

shrewd and keen merchants ?— I have traded with the junk, 
people on shore, and they are very keen and shrewd in their 
^rade. ^ ^ 

1896. What cafrgoes do those junkg^usu&liy take back from 
Siam and Snicapbre^— They take sugar, horns, hides, ivory, 
and spices; and from Sincapore they take rattans and pepper ; 
whether they j;pk^British piece-goods*! cannot state. 
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2 Mar. 1B30. 1897. Do you know whether they take any quan^tity of hides ? 

— A considerable quantity of hides. 

A, CoJjiiU * ^ 

1898. You have stated that the Company’s large ships are 
obliged from their size to go below the sec6nd bar in the Canton 
river before they complete their cargo ; are you aware whether 
that incurs a very considerable increased expense in loading the 
cargo? — I believe it does not increase the expense of loading. 

18l)9. You have stated that you believe opium is the principal 
. thing smuggled by the American rhip.s ; when you have been 
there, have you not seen a number of English opium-traders 
lying outside the river? — I have seen one or two, not a number; 
1 think at one time I saw three English opium vessels lying 
there. 

1900» From what you saw when you were there, do you 
consider there is more opium smuggled by the Americans than 
by the English ?— I think there is more by the English : we 
have generally only one vessel, and the British have two or 
three. • * 

1901. You have mentioned an unfortunate occurrence which 
happened with reference to an Italian at Canton : since you 
knew any thing about Canton, have you ever heard of any simi- 
lar ocxurrence with any American ship ? — I never have 

1902. Has any other occurrence ever taken place tq stop the 

trade at Canton ? — Not with the Americans ; I believe with the 
English an occurrence did take place of some man-of-war, some 
frigate, killing some men : they wanted the other ‘men sent 
out ; some tw6 or three men that were killed by the British 
frigate. ^ 

1903. Did that stop the American trade ? - It did not stop the 
Arngneap trr.de, but the Company’s servants left Cantonj^ 1 be- 
lieve, ”on account of it. 

1904. Is it not the fact that they would not deliver them up, 
and that they succeeded in their opposition to that demand?-- 
They did. 

1905. What is the name of the port in Siam to which you 
hava referred as being resorted to by the Chinese ? — Bankok. 

1906. What goods do the Chinese junks generally take there 
from China ?-^They take teat, and earthenware, and preserves, 

1907. Much tea ?— Considerable quantity of goods. * 

» 1908. Were those* junks Chinese junks, or Cochin-Chinese 
junks ?- Mostly Chinese. Litst year there were no Cochin- 
Chinese, in consequence of difficulties between the Siamese and 
the Cochin-Chinese. 

1909. Has the numb^fi of Chinese increaseS of late years at 

Bankok and- Singapore ? — I cannot say’ whether they have 
or not, ^ 

1910, As you had no supercargo on your i^eednd voyage, did 
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you find any difficulty in making your selections of teas ? — 
Not any. 

1911. In what w^ay did you proceed to make those selections ? 
— I opened a number* of chests of each chop, and by having a 
parcel of cups, weighed a certain portion, and drew the tea by 
puttfhg boiling water on it. One method of trying the quality 
of tea is b\^ rubbing it in the hand. 

1912. You do not think any difficulty would be found by any 
person conversant with the trade in making those selections ? — 
Mot more than other articles ^f tfade. 

1913. When you spoke of tea being brought cheaper direct 
from Canton to England, than if it came through the circuitous 
channel of Sincapore did you at that time contemplate the 
prices at which it is sold by the East-India Company, or the 
prices at which it would be brought by other traders ? — -I looked 
at the prices now paid by the East-India Company. 

J914f Have you never J'leard that the Americans applied to 
the Comptiny^M^ctory to aid them in their irftercourse witli the 
Chinese authorities ?- Not to my knowledge. "They may have 
done so, but I never heard of it. 

« 1915. Have you made any computation of the amount per 
pound of the freignt of tea in your vessels ? — 1 have not. I 
should think about four or five cents would be a fair freight per 
pound ; that is about 

1916. You said that your cargoes to America were principally 
black* tea ;*have you found the importation of black teh the most 
profitable*? — Not for the American market; but^the black teas 
were selected for the Dutch market. ^ * 

1017. When you spoke of the rate of insurance being lower 
gn American vessels than on British, did you mean the insurance 
in Anfferica? — I meant in America only. I presume dt...?rc^d 
not be less in England. « * 

1918. You were understood to say, that that insurance would 
depend upon a knowledge of the character of the person that 
should have the command of the vessel? — Considerably. 

1919, And, of course, that knowledge could be better ob- 
tained as respecting an American, than as respecting* any 
foreigner in America ?— Certainly, 


Jovis^ 4® die Martii 1830. 

Mr. JOHN AKEN calked in, and examined. 

1920. You reside at Wapping ? — I do. ^ 

1921. You were formply master o^p^the Investigator, a dis- 
covery ship ?^I ^^as. ^ 

1922. After that did you command a ship trading between 
lndia.and China ?^I did. 
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2 Mar. 1830. 
Capt, A. Coffin, 


4 Mar. 1830. 
Mr. J,'Akt'n. 
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4 Mar. 1B30. 1923. What was the name of that ship?— The Exmouth. 

Vr 'j^ken 1^24. How many voyages did you perform in the Exmouth 

‘ ' between India and China?— Two. 

1925. In what years?— In 1817, 1818, and 1819. 

1926. What did your cargo consist of to China ?— Principally 
cotton ; there were also opium, and putchick, a species of dycy 
I think, for the nankeen. 

19^7. Is it a vegetable or a mineral dye ?— Vegetable. 

1928 Doyou know whether<thal>dye is used any where but 
in China ? — I cannot say. The other articles were steel, nut- 
megs, cloves, rattans, and saltpetre. 

1929. What was the sort of steel that you took ? — It is gene- 
rally the cast steel ; it is sometimes blistered steel : we took both 
kinds of steel. 

1930. Was it in the manufactured articles ?— No, in small 

bars. 4 . 

1931. Was thaf steel the produce of India?— No, 'imported 
into Calcutta frdm England. 

1932. Through whom did you generally transact your busi- 
ness at Canton ? — The Hong merchants. 

1933. Did you ever find any diflSculty in trading with the out- 
side merchants ? — Not the least. 

1934!. You have often traded w^ith them ? — With both. 

1935. what way do you select the Hong meuchant with 
whom you shall trade? — We generally, on our arri\ail, hgree 
with those tbaUwill give us the most lor our cargo, and the 
person that takes the cai^o is the person that becomes security 
to the government. 

1936. Didj^ou give him any advantage in your dealjng to 
inSfuciff iiiih to become the security merchant? — fJothing. 

1937. Do you pay him any fee ? — None. 

‘1938. Do you find thf^t some of the merchants are always 
willing to become security for the ships arriving there upon those 
terms? — Always. 

19^9. tVhat was the size of the Exmouth ? — 695 Calcutta 
tons ; in English measurement ^hc was 725. 

1940. What is the reason Qir the difference between the Cal- 
cutta and the English measurement ?— I cannot say that ; it is 
some little difierence in taking the length of the keel. 

* 1941. In witat ^iway do thetChinese measure the vessels? — 
The Chinese measure the vessels from the centre of the niizen- 
mast to the centre of tlie foremast, and they take the /iixtreme 
breadth clOse beKincf the«snainma>st, andjmultij:tly them together, 
and divide the product by ten to give the jneasurenfient. 

1942. Are all tihe charges excepting the cumshaw paid upon 
a ship in the port of Canton, proportioned f^ the size of the 
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ship ? — I think they are; there may be some little difierence, 4 M ar. 18 30. 
but it must be merely casual expenses. j 

1943. Will you state what the cumshaw is ?— *The cumshaw 
is a present. * 

11^4. What does it amount to ? — dollars. 

1945. Is that the same upon all ships? — It is. 

1946. Do you know when that cunshaw originated?— In 1704. 

1947. Do you know at whose instigation it originated ?— I 
have often heard it said) both ir# China and in India, that the 
supercargoes gave this to the superior Mandarins, to induce them 
to show them favour, which they supposed they had some profit 
by: it has continued,* and now it has become the law there; 
they demand it from all ships. 

1948. Do you know whether that present is paid, to the 
government or paid to the individual Mandarins ? — I think it is 
principally amongst the IV^andarins : but there is a part of it 
goes to govcJrthi^nt, and then it is divided amongst the different 
Mandarins. All the officers in China are called Mandarins# 

1949. Are there not other duties paid there for the compra- 
dore ? — The compradore has his fees ; his fees are generally 300 
or 400 dollars ; but there is a sum paid to the compradore, for 
different duties, which I am not acquainted with. Ihe com- 
pradore\ altogether generally amounts to nearly 2,000 dollars. 

1950. Docs that sum of 2,000 dollars form a part of the port 

cbargps at t^anton ?— It does. • 

1951. Wliat was the whole amount of the expenses of the 
Exmouth at Canton on each voyage ?— About 9^00 dollars. • 

1952. In what .year was that? — That was in 1818 and 1819. 

1953. To whom were the goods that you took out to Canton 

sold ?— I sold them to the Hong merchants. * — 

1954. Was any charge made fiaf commission by the Hong 
merchants ?— Not any. 

1955. Do the outside merchants charge any commission upon 
sales and purchases ?- — None at all. 

1956. Have you ever consigned any part of your cargo to 

resident English or other foreign merchants ?-^ Yea; the 
American consul. . • , 

1957^ Can you state the amounf of liis charges on that con- 
signment ?— Three and a half per cent, on the sale price at 
Canton. • 


1958. What was the charge clothe American consul for nego- 
dating bills? — One per cent. 

1959 ' What was his char^ upon purchased P—Two 

and a half p#r ce«t. pjjo'n the inyoice pnce. 

1960. Do you consider the charges on shipping at Canton to 
be Wgh or oWisc?-I think they are very moderate, con- 
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4 Mar, 1830. sidermg that there is no inore paid for a rich cargo than for a 
M ITAke arriving in ballast. It is no matter what cargo you take 

* '*• there, the same duties are paid ; if you take a very rich cargo, 

the duties come to very little indeed. 

1961. The port charges, then, do not var)^ in proportion to 
the value of the cargo, but only to the admeasurement oF the 
ship ? — That is all. 

1962. Is there or not a facility in transacting business in the 
port of Canton ? - Great facility. 

1963. Do you conceive there^s as great facility in transacting 
business in the port of Canton as in any other port with which 
you are acquainted ? — I think more. 

1964. As much as there is in India ? — A great deal more. 
1965^ Is there as much facility in transacting business in 

Canton as in ports in England ? — Yes, and a great deal more. 

1966. Why is it that you should say there is more facility? — 
You have nothing ^o do but with one man, and^w^*cn<,.you once 
get your bargain made you have no trouble whatever. 

1967. Are the cargoes of ships easily discharged? — Very 
easily. We do not lie very near to Canton ; w'e are about eight 
miles from Canton, at a place called Whampoa. 

1968. Then they are discharged by means of lighters? — They 
are. 

1969. And loaded in the same way? — Yes. 

1970. Bo you conceive that the Hong merchants are liberal 
in their dealings or otherwise ?— Very liberal. 

*1971. Should you p(ace confidence In their honesty and 
honour?— I have every reason to believe they are honest in 
every respect. 

•M72^Do you find them cautious in making their bargains?— 
Very cautious. ‘ 

• 1973. Did they adhere to those contracts which they entered 
into ?— Yes ; I scarcely ever knew of any person ever sufFerinsr 
by them at all. ^ 

1974. What should you say, in that respect, with regard to 
the outside merchants? --The outside merchants are people that 
you can scarcely ever telj wlfat character they are of, unless 
you have dealt with them once or twice j if you deal with a 
stranger you may be minus, and it often requires caution* 

^ 1975. It is presumed that the outside merchants, like other 
merchants, contain an admixture of good and bad ?— No doubt. 

1976. And some of them are very respectable ?— They are. 

1977. Would you as soon deal with an outside merchant as 
you would with a Hong merchant ?— No, J would not. 

1978. Supposing you had dealings with an outside merchant, 
and found him to be a man of respectability you would .then 
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have no difficulty in dealing with him? — Not the least ; there 4 Mar. jsso. 
are many of them that I have dealt with, that I would as soon — 
deal with as any persons. -5^^- 

ia79. Do you conskler the navigation to Canton easy ? — Very 
easy. 

I9)i0. Have you ever had any unpleasant occurrence with 
your crew when at Canton ? — Not any. 

1981. What was the description of your crew? — Lascars^ and 

some Europeans. ^ 

1982. Of what nation? — A mixture of almost all nations; 
some Portuguese, and some Spaniards, and some Englishmen. 

We generally took six Europeans in the country ships just for 
steering the ship, what they call sea-cunnies. I had six y^ung 
men with me that 1 took from here as apprentices, who acted as 
mates or midshipmen. 

J983. Were those young men Englishmen? — They were 
Englishmemf**^ • • 

1984. Are the sea-cunnies Europeans ?— They are some of 
them Portuguese Indians. 

, 1985. Are they not all Indian Portuguese? — Some of them 
are European Portuguese. 

1986. Should you not think a mixed crew of that kind quite 
as difficult to manage as a crew consisting of English sailors ? — 

No, 1 do i\ot think they are; English sailors would be worse to 
manage, J think. • 

1 9S7. Should you imagine that, with proper ^care and atten- 
tion, whatever might be the crew of thg ship arriving at Canton, 
there would he any reason to apprehend any impediment to the 

trade on account of the conduct of that crew ? — Not the least. 

• ^ 

1988. Have,any difficulties been encountered on altChuqrof 

the present freedom of trade heti^een India and China in the 
port of Canton ?— Not any. • 

1989. Do you conceive there woul5 be any reason to appre- 
hend difficulties, provided the trade between England and China 
was as free as the trade between India and China ? — Not the 
Iqpst. The Company’s ships arg all navigated by Englishmen, 
and the Americans are all nayigated by their owr^ people, and I 
have neyer seen much difference between the American and the 
Company’s seamen. 

1990. Do you imagine that the English seamen are inferior ip 
point of character and conduct t<f the American seamen ?— I do 

^not see much difference. 

1991. * Have yott carried opium to CJnna? — Yes. 

1992. Can you st§te any quantity that you have ever car- 
ried ?— I have carried about 100 chests. • 

1953, Is that apium smuggled inter China?— It is. 
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4 Mar. 18:50. 1994v Who. lakes the risk of the smuggling ? — The person to 

— whom we sell it* 

Mt. j, Aken. 1995. Xo whom is it commonly sold ?-— It is generally sold to 
outside men. 

1996. Do the Hong ever purchase opium ? — I believe not. 

1997. Do you know how the outside merchant introduces it 
into China ? — I am not acquainted w'ith that, 

1998. Is not it a fact, that they brin^ the boats alongside, 
and then it is thrown out of the chip into the boats? — Yes. 
When I sold my opium I gave an order upon the chief officer to 
deliver it, but the person to whom I sold it takes the risk en- 
tirely in taking it from the ship ; he pays me for it before he 
gets the order. 

1999^ What does he generally pay you with ? — In dollars or 
Sycee. 

2000. Do you happen to know rthe tnethod by which fhe 
opium is smuggled into the country ?— They tq>J^itTiDm along- 
side in smuggling boats that are well ttianned and armed, and 
there are a great many rivers, branches, and islands and diffe- 
rent places, and they put off directly with it, and they set all 
the government boats at defiance. I have seen that myself. T 
have seen four mandarin boats surrounding my ship when I had 
thirty chests of opium to smuggle, and I w^as preven.ted from 
going to sea on account of the opium, and I sold it to the peo- 
ple. I went down myself and saw the way that they smuggled 
it. They stripped the chest entirely away, and tool: nothing 
bat the opium, ^ and put it into the bags, and we open the lower- 
deck port, and in one fnoment they put the opium into the 
boat, and all hands are off in a moment. We did that in a 
v^y heavy ahower of rain. There was a cry out about three 
miDutes^fterwards, but th^ boat was gone like q shot, 

2001. Were the mandarins' boats lying near? — One was ly- 
ing a-head touching the, ship, another was lying at the stern, 
and another was lying upon the opposite side. 

2002. They were there to prevent smuggling ? — Yes. 

290S Do you obtain greater or less price for your opium in 
proportion tOtthe degree of vigilance of the mandarin boats ?i«— 
No, I never knew any difference made on that account. 

2004. If the mandarin boats had not been there, should you 
have obtained a larger price?— I do not think we should have 
got more. T^hey always mak/cerjain of it ; and it always struck 
me, that there was an- understanding between the smugglers 
and the mandarin boats: there is an apparently igilanc^ kept up 
which has no existence'^m roy 9pinion. ‘ I have bosn told so by 
a number of people. * 

2(>0.‘>. Might not other ^commodities, of sn^^all bulk, be intro- 
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duced into China by the same means? — I should think they 4 Mar. 1830. 
could, very easily. 

2006. Do you happen to know whether it is a practice with 
regal'd to any other' commodities except opium ?— Saltpetre, 
which is a bulky article, is smuggled. 1 used to smuggle it 
mysSlf ; at least, I carried it there, and it was smuggled by the 
people to whom I sold it, 

2007. Is saltpetre a prohibited article in China ?~No,*'you 
can sell it to the government if you please ; but we cannot sell 
it so well to the government? We can generally get about two 
dollars a pecul by smuggling it. 

2008. Is that on account of the duty paid to government? — 

I tJiink it is. 

2009. Have you known of any other article being smuggled ? 

— I think sometimes broadcloth is smuggled. 

2010. By the Americans or the English? — By the English. 

I dhee cacu^dn .^0 bales of^loth, and it was j^uggled, I know ; 
but wherefore Ftannot say, because it did not Jielong to me. 

2011. Do you happen to know whether the cargoes of goods 
which go from England on board of the American ships are 
ifttroduced into China legally, or are smuggled ?— I cannot say ; 
but 1 really believe that they are introduced legally, because I 
have been acquainted with so many American supercargoes, 
that I think I must have heard of it if it had been otherwise. 

2012. With respect to the opium that you carried out to 
China, w«is that purchased at the Company’s public sales ? — 

Yes, at Calcutta. • , 

2013. Can you state with respect to%e value of the opium, 
whether the Malwa opium is better than that grown in Bengal ? 

— Th(i Patna opium is the best. ^ 

2014. WhaUis the next in point pf quality ? — I believe ihe 
Malwa they like the best in China. The Turkish opium has 
come there within these last ten years, and is likely to super- 
sede the Bengal opium. The Chin&c did not like it in the 
first instance, but I believe now they are more reconciled to 
it, they like it equally well, and it is much cheaper. That has 
done a great deal ofharm to the sale of the Bengal opium.* 

*2015. Is any Turkish opium introduced through any of the 
Company’s ships into China ? — 'Sot unless it is smuggled. 

2016. Should you reckon the Malwa opium the least good of 
those you have mentioned ?-jI k^now nothing but ^of the Patna 
opium ; that was the only opitim that I had any’ thing to do 

* with. We generally used to buy it in Bengal from 1 ,900 to 2,000 
rupees a chest ; and we generally used to get 1,200 to 1,400 
dollars for it*in Chin^ sometimes 1,5W dollars. 

2017. Is the opium sold at Bombay lower in price than that 
sold at Calcutta ?^I believe it is. • 

• 2 F 
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4 Mar, 1830. 2018. Are you not aware that all the opium which comes 

from Bombay is Malwa opium ? — It may be, and I dare say it 

Mr. J. Men. j acquainted at ail with Bombay. I have been 

very little on that side, 

2019. Where did jou effect your purchases of opium in Jndia 
for the China trade r — They were generally made at the Com- 
pany's sales. 

2020. Are those purchases made avowedly and openly for 
the China trade ?— I believe so* We clear out with the opium 
in the ship. It is well known by the Company that we take it 
to China, 

2021. Do the opium chests bear the* Company's mark ? — 
Yes. 

2022. Before they are sold in China, is the opium changed 

from those chests into any other packages ?~r No, they are sold 
in the^ original packages. .. 

2023. Are tljey sold in China in any mode o^acTcmg bearing 
the Company's mark ? - Yes, they are sold with the Company’s 
mark on them in China. 

2024. Is the Company's mark upon the chests of opium, br 
upon the packet of opium ? — Upon the chests. They strip the 
chest way entirely when they take it away, and throw it over- 
board ; and it is then put into bags. 

2025. SThen nothing bearing the Company's mark^goes ashore 
in China?~Nothing at all : we strip it and throw *1110 chests 
overboard, anh destroy them as soon as we can. 

2026. Then the purchaser looks at the mark, and it gives 
confidence to him ? — His confidence is generally placed in the 

S027. Is not the opium <sold at the Company's sales made up 
in bales of the most convenient size and shape for smuggling 
into Cliina ? — Yes, it is* ^ 

2028. Have you ever purchased any tea at Canton ?— 1 have, 
both black and green. 

5?029. From whom have you purchased it ? — Both from the 
Hong and the outside merchants, 

2030. Have you ever found any difficulty in getting the tea 
you wanted to purchase? — ^Not the least. 

• 2031, Is. not there a certi^ate given in the opium chest, con* 

taining the name of the Company's opium agent and a state- 
ment of the weigl\t ?— There is ; that is in the inside of thf 
chcLsts. ^ ^ • 

2032. Is that certificate communicate;^! to the* Chinese mer- 
chants who deahin the opium? — No, the person that purchases 
it never looks at it at aH ; but I remember |feey)g them broken 
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open, and I remember seeing a paper of that description in the 4 Mar. J830. 
inside of the chest. ^ 

2033. Is the tea purchased as you have described packed and 
sent on board by the merchant of whom it is purchased ?— It is. 

2034. And that merchant is responsible for the quality of the 
tea so sent? — When I have been purchasing from an outside 
merchant, I have generally wished to have thecliest opened here and 
there ; and he has been always very willing to do so, to examine it. 

2035. Did you ever find .^ny chest of tea inferior in quality 
to the sample which you have purchased ? — I never did. 

2036. Do you know whether any custom prevails in China of 
returning two chests for one, where an adulterated chest of tea 
is given to the purchaser — I have not heard of that; I have 
heard that there have been some tricks occasionally, but 1 be- 
lieve in a very trifling degree. 

2037. Do you conceive the tea that you purchased at Canton 
wit% as g Qq d>..i-n proportion*to the description^of the tea, as that 
which you purenise in England ? — Equally so. ^ 

2038. What have you paid for the gunpowder tea at Canton? 

— From 60 to 65 Spanish dollars for the best, per pecul ; gun- 
|T(l)wder tea can be got for less. 

2039. And what for the best black tea ? — The best black tea, 
from 40 to 45. 

2040. How do you generally pay for that tea ? — We some- 
times pay for it in barter, but generally in dollars. ; 

2041. Do you buy it cheaper when you pay for it in dollars 
than when you pay for it in barter?— That is •a matter I can 
liardly say, because when you pay ^r it in barter, you can 
hardly put the dollars in competition with it. 

20442. You do not find it difficult to take tea in •exet^nge ^ 
goods from the*inerchants ? — No, vf^ry easy. 

2043. In the year 1819, could your ship have been chartered 
from Canton to some port on the continent of Europe, if you 
had been permitted to do so? — Yes. 

2044. Would that have been a profitable voyage to the ship ? 

— Very profitable. 

•2045. Who would have taken*up the ship at that time ? — A 
Prussian merchant at Canton. • 

2046. * What would he have paid per ton for it ? — £25. 

2047. Did you request permission to undertake that voyage ? 

— Yes, 1 applied to the supercargoes. 

2018. Did you obtain that permission? — No. 

* 2049,* To whaUport of Europe was it proposed to charter the 

vessel ? — To-Hambu^lf, I think. 

2050. Is the country trade carried on almost entirely by the 
free-traders from Jndia and China ?— >Yes. 
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4 Mar. 1830. 2051. Do the Company take any part in that trade ? — I do 

not think the Company themselves take much part in the trade. 

Mr. J, Aken. captains of the Company’s ships generally bring a great 
many things from Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, or Penang ; 
they all take in pepper, cotton, and any thing of that kind that 
they could get, and, I believe, it is generally taken on the cap- 
tain’s account. 

2052. Can that trade between India and China be carried 
on by houses resident in England — No. 

2053. What is the reason why it cannot ? — I do not know 
the Company’s reasons ; but it is by the regulation of the Com- 
pany Uiat we can only go to China by license of the Company. 

2054. You have stated that the captains in the East-India 
Company’s service carry on some portion of trade on their own 
account, do you allude to the goods which they take in the 
privileged tonnage ? — I believe that the Conipany do not send 
cargoes themselves from those ports, frorayeiiJisr Madras, 
Bombay, or Calcutta, and therefore the captain generally takes 
in as much as he pleases, without any hindrance whatever. The 
privilege which the captain and the officers have is at their 
loading port at Canton from India to England. 

2055. Do you know how the officers of the Company dispose 
of the goods which they import into China under their privi- 
lege ?— They generally sell them to the Hong merchants. 

2066. Have you known any cases in which they havi* dealt 
with the outside merchants? — Yes, they deal with both. 

" 2057. Have you knoy^n any instance in which the country 
ships have traded with ports in China to the north of Canton, 
Amoy, and Lingpo? — No, I never heard of any. 

‘205G*- Do you consider that there is much sea risk attending 
a voyage from England to'^Canton, if undertaken at the proper 
^ason ?— No, there is very little risk. 

2059. Is there greater or less risk than there is in a voyage 
from England to Calcutta? — I think there is a great deal less, 
but that is owing to the navigation in the Hoogley river. 

2060. Supposing the freights to be the same, would you 
rather unde^ake a voyage from England to Calcutta, or a 
voyage from England to Canton ?— To Canton. 

2061. Have you not lived at the Cape of Good Hope. I 
,have, for seven years. 

2062. Did you purchase tea while you were there ? I used 

to purchase tea for myfamily use. 

2063. At what tin^^,did you live , there?— From 1821 to 
1828. . ^ ‘ • 

2064. What did you give for the best black tea per pound at 
that time ?— About threc'*dollars and a half, tvhich is nearly os. 
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2065. What is the duty paid upon the importation of tea 4 Mar. 
into the Cape ? — It is an ad valorem duty of ten per cent. 


Mr* J. Akcn. 


2066. Was it imagined at the Cape that a considerable pro6t 
was’dcrived by the Company from the sale of tea at that price? 
— I* think if is generally believed to be about 100 per cent, 
after paying all charges. 

2067. Do any other parties, except the Company, bring tea 
from China to the Cape of Good Hope ?— No other. About 
twelve months before I left tl\p Cape there were a few chests 
brought from England, which the Company could not prevent 
being landed there, brought in a private ship. 

2068. Could tea Brought in a private ship from any other 
place except England be landed at the Cape of Good Hope ? — 


No. 


2069. Did you.ever apply for a license to export tea from 

Cgnton ? — YcvS, wc always applied for our license previously to 
sailing ftHtUrCl^putta. • 

2070. Did you ever apply for a license to export 800 chests 
ol‘ tea to a port within the Company’s limits? — Yes. 

• 2071. Was that granted P—No, only for 400, 

2072. To whom did you apply?— To the government in 
Calcutta. 

2073. If that license had been granted to you to export tea 
from Can eon to the amount of 800 chests, could you Jiave made 
a pro’fitablc voyage, that being part of your cargo?— Not witli 
800 chests ; but it would have been so if I had^jeen allowed, to 
take any quantity I pleased. In so Itrge a ship as mine, 800 
chests of tea would not have been an object, but in a small 
vessel it might have been a very great one. ^ 

2074. Wh(»e would you have taken that tea tor^Tc^ tKe 
Isle of France and the Cape of Go^d Hope. 

2075. But the small ,ifluantity you^ were allowed to take vTas 
not a sufficient inducement to you ? — No. 

2076. Could you carry tea at all to the Cape of Good Hope ? 
Not at all to the Cape of Good Hope. 

• 2077. Would you have been allowed to take 400 chests of 
tea to any port within the Compa^iy’s limits, except the Cape ? 
— Yes.* 

2078. Is the Mauritius also excepted? — I cannot say. Our 
license ran thus : “ you can take^400 chests of tea in at Canton, 
to dispose of it at any intermediate ports between this and Cal- 
cutta ” Now it is a query whether you could make the Isle 
of France an intermediate port; perh^os it would be out of the 
wav: buttRat dbesdon was brought before the court at the 
Cape of Good Hope. There was a ship thatjsrought tea there, 
and shc'was 4012 ^! ; they gave bond, #nd atlerwards the question 



4 Mar. )K30. 

Mr, J, Aken, 


EiVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

came before the King in councii^ and the ship was afterwards 
liberated. 

2079. What was the date of that? — think it must have 
been about 1823 ; a ship called the Lady Fora. 

2080. Where did that ship bring the tea from ? — From CaiiL*-on* 

2081. Was the tea allowed to be sold at the Cape? — Yes, 1 
believe it was sold there. The ship was seized, and the cargo 
too. **8116 had very little tea in, but she had a great many 
things that she brought direct f|^om,China. The question came 
before the court, and I was one of the evidence before the 
court. The fiscal brought a chart, and he asked me if I could 
make it out that the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate 
port : and 1 asked at what time of the year the ship left Canton, 
and it appeared that it was the contrary monsoon to come down 
tlic China seas, and I said yes ; that ('aptain Balsam, of the 
Lady Flora, perhaps had come round Cape FIbrn, and tlierefore 
tlie Cape of Good fiope was an intermediate porf...^^ 

2082. What was the decision ? — They decioed against the 
ship. The ship was seized and her cargo also ; but they gave 
bond, and it was about three years afterwards decided by the 
King in council, and the ship was liberated again. 

2083. Was the cargo allowed to be sold at the Cape of Good 
Ho^e ? — It was. 

2084. Have you ever purchased gunpowder tea at Canton to 

be sold at J^cnang? — Yes. • 

2085. What did you sell that tea for at Penang? — About 76 
Spanish dollars Jier pecul. 

2086. Was a profit realized by you upon that sale of tea ? — I 
generally used to make about 15 per cent. 

* 2087„ Can jou state the price of tea of similar quality rft the 
Cape of Good Hope ? — The^price of gunpowder tfta at the Cape 
of Good Hope was about six dollars, or nine shillings per pound. 
Besides the government d^ity of 10 pericent. the Company pay 
about five or six per cent, for the auction duties at the Cape. 
They oblige them to sell all by auction, therefore they collect 
the duties upon the auction sales. 

2088. Then the whole duties paid upon the sale of tea wouUl 
be 16 per cent*. ?— That is pai(l by the Company. 

2089. Can you tell what the duties are paid at Peming — 
Upon tea I cannot say. 1 think the people who purchased from 
me always paid the duty themselves. I believe it is very trifling. 

2090. It is not so much at Penang as at the Cape of Good 

Hope, is it ? — Perhaps hot so much. 10 per cent, is ljut very ♦ 
small ,npon tea. , 

2091. Is not tea a very common beverage in Cfiina?— Yes, 
the black tea is a ^ery common beverage. Every Chinese house 
you go into, there is the tea always on a sidelioar/I, as a bever- 
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age, in the teapot, and you may help yourself to a glass of tea 4 Mar. 1830. 
at any time you please ; it is always in the room, ^^Ahn 

2092. Do they drink it without any admixture ? — They some- 
times have a little sugar, and sometimes not ; there are a great 
many drink it without any sugar. 

2(fe3. Do the Chinese drink green tea ? — I think not. 

2094, Do the neighbouring nations?— I think not. I think 
they generally drink black tea. 

2095. Supposing the tradig b^ween England and China were 
more completely free, do you imagine that the Companjr would, 
under the present state of things, be able to carry on their trade ? 

— They might carry it on, but I believe with a loss. I mean so 
far- as regards their present establishments. If their establish- 
ments were to be as great as they are at present, there jinust be 
a loss. 

2090. Could they continue to pay the present amount of 
frc^lit J^hey pay betvfeeu England and#China? — No, I do 
not think they cbuld. , 

2097. What is the amount of freight? — I cannot say exactly 
what the freights are, but I know they are much greater than 
iniy free-traders can possibly get. 

2098. What is the present amount of freight between Engliyid 
and Calcutta ? — About £4 to £4. 10^. a ton, out and home, 
with wlia*t we call dead weight; heavy goods and Jigljt goods. 

The average of £4 out and £4 home, is the general ratj of freight. 

2099. Do you happen to know the rate of freight paid by 

the Company in a voyage from England to CafltonP— 1 do iK)t 
know. * 

2100. What would be the rate of insurance upon a ship from 

Englajid to Calcutta ? — I think about three to three a K^f 
per cent. • ^ 

2101. You have stated that you live at Wapping, what kind 
of life are you now i,p ?— A sail-ipaker, ship-chandler, and 
provisioner. 

2102. Have you ever shipped any goods to India lately ? — No. 

2103. From what source is your knowledge of this freight 
derived?— I am every day upon ihe Royal Exchange. 

2104. You have stated that yoir were at the Cape from 1821 
to 1829? had you a partner there ? — Yes. 

2105. What was his name? — Monteith. 

2106. What did you deal iif principally thefe? — In India 
goods principally ; we had two brigs that traded between Cal- 

• cutta ami the Cape with India goods. • 

2107. Yo*i haire givtn the Committee information as To the 
China trade betweeS the years 1817 and 18J19; have you had 
any knowledge of the China trade personally subsequently to 
the year 1819?-^No^ 1 knew very little about it, except from 
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4 Mar. 1830 . having seen persons coming past that 1 have asked questions oG 
• but I had no personal knowledge since 1819. 

2108. Do you know Mr. John Bagshaw, formerly of* Cal- 
cutta ?— Yes. * 

2109. Was he a consigner of goods to your hoiwe?— -No, he 
was not. 

2110. You had no goods in the hands of yourself and your 
partrifer belonging to Mr, Bagshaw at any time, had you ? — No. 

* 2111. Had you any dealings withe Mr. Bagshaw ? — No. 

2112. With respect to the tea you saw at the Cape coming 
from England, what year was that in? — I think it was in 1826, 
but I am not certain as to that point. 

2113. By what ship did it arrive ? — I cannot say, but it was 
consigned to Messrs. Borradaile, Thompson, and Pillans, at the 
Cape. 

2114. Do you know the quantity, of tea? — I cannot say tlie 
quantity, but I sh6nld say twenty chests, or somefWi/g- of that 
kind ; it was but a small quantity. 

2115. Had you any means of seeing the quality ? — No I had 
not. 

2116. And you have no knowledge what it sold for ? — No, I 
had not the least. 

2117. Was not the importation from England of the tea to 
which you have referred, because of its being of . a superior 
quality to lhat which usually came from China? — I did^not know 
tlje cause : they expected they could import it from England, 
and sell it at the Cape cheaper than what the Company did. 

2118. The quality being the same?— The quality being the 
same. 

2J19. Do not you know that the usual mode of navigating the 
country ships is without aiiiy Europeans on hoard, except the 
captain and the officers ? — Both my voyages to China we Iiad 
two Europeans among the sea-cunnies. 

2120. Were they Europeans or half caste? — They gave tliem- 
selvq^ out as Europeans, and I believe they were. 

2121. Were not the crew all Lascars? — All Lascars. 

2122. * What sized vessel do you consider most convenient for 
carrying on the Canton trade ? — At that time I think Vessels of 

600 or 700 tons were the best for that. 

« 

2123. You say at that tirrfe; has your opinion varied since 

that time?— No, I have not any opinion different from w'hat J 
had at that time. I have been told that they do navigate now 
with’ smaller ships than fliey use to do t but my reason for hav- 
ing a larger ship was, that the duties beiri^ nearly the same in 
some things, we reckoned that the expenses were le'^sened by 
liaving them in large ships. ^ 
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2124. Is there any other duty but the cumshaw which is the 4 Mar, 1830. 

same ? — I believe nothing but the cumshaw- 

2125. To whom did that vessel belong ? — The agents were 

Alexander and Co. ;*she belonged to me and a house at Liver- 
pooK . 

2126. In Canton did you do your own business, or was it done 

by a country agent there ? — The first voyage I consigned my 
ship to the American consul, a Mr. Wilcox ; but I found the 
business so very easily done, that I transacted my own business 
afterwards. * • 

2127. Do you consider that you could do your business there 
to the same advantage as it was done by the resident agent ?•— 

E<jually so. 

2128. Did that arise from your own knowledge of tl]^e place, 
or do you suppose tliat any captain coming there for the first 
time would do his'business there as easily ? — I think equally so. 

^129. came you t(f select an Americaan house ; Inid you 
an}^ reason for nbt taking any of the English hguses of agency? 

— 'rhere vras no English house there. There were Englishmen, 
but they were under the foreign flag: no Englishman is allow'ed 
tt) remain at Canton. 

2130. Do you mean to say tliere were no English houses of 
agency established at Canton ? — None ; they arc not permitted 
by the Company. 

2151 . Were there not English houses acting nnjer foreign 
flags ? — Yes. 

2132. Houses of respectability ?—I^^uscs of respectability,* 

2133. And doing considerable business? — Doing a great deal 
of business. 

21;/4. Was Mr. Davison there at that time, ancT doing- a grdSt 
deal of business? — Yes, 1 knew bolti the Davisons. 

2135. Do you consider that you bought your teas as advjm- 
tageousl y as the Company’s Factory ^bought them ? — I should 
think not. I think the Company could purchase their teas 
cheaper than we could, because they had greater facilities. 

The Select Committee is there the whole year, and they cer- 
tainly can purchase their tea. cheapen, because they take such 
large quantities. • 

2136. So that you think the Company, in consequence of 
their being such large dealers, can command the article 
better prices than individuals ?— € think they can.* 

2137. Does not sometimes the fact of your wanting large 
*quantiti8s tend to enhance the price to 'the buyer? — No; I 

cannot say that it docl^ ; there, generally is a price put u^on it 
after it comes into Hong, whicli they do^not deviate from. 

But the Company, I believe, barter a good deal ; I have been 
informed so by tire supercargoes. 

2 (; 
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4 Mar. 1830 . 2138. Do you think the teas are bought upon better terms by 

being contracted for the year before ? — I should think so. 

2139. You think that the contracting is a better system with 
the Chinese than buying upon the spot ? — J should think it is. 

21 40. Do you think the Company gets a better (Juality oi&tea 
than the free-traders? — I think not. I have had my informa- 
tion upon that point from the American supercargoes ; and Mr. 
Wilcdx, who was a very well-informed man, told me that he 
could buy teas of as good quality ^ any of the Company ; he 
has been frequently there in tlie Company’s stores, when they 
have been tasting the teas, and he declared to me that he could 
buy as good teas, and that he had sent to.America teas equally 
as good as the Company’s : but what terms the Company have 
purchased their teas upon, 1 am not informed. 

2141. Is that speaking of tea generally, or black tea or green 

tea? — Of tea generally. But the free-traders would have a 
great advantage oyer the Company,* which would ^qre than 
compensate, I t^ink, by coming cheaper, nolr having such a 
large establishment, and having their ships at a less freight. 
The Company’s establishment there is immense, and is a very 
heavy expense, which the free-trader would not have ; and d 
think the free-trader could come into the market and dispose of 
alK his teas in Europe at a cheaper rate than the Company 
could. « 

2142. Do you consider that, as far as concern^ the mere 

dealing with the Chinese, the Company can do it be^te*;' than 
individual merq^iants can do it? — 1 think they can, under the 
present system. « 

2143. Do the Factory, upon the* whole, rather impede the 
private trade, or do they protect and encourage it ? — They do 
iT^ther 4he one nor the other. They take care that you do not 
take any more tea from Qbina than your license allows you. 
Xou are obliged to report to the chief supercargo the cargo 
that you bring to China, -and also what you take away ; and if 
we do any thing at all derogatory to their directions, or tf.e in- 
structions we receive, they will foreclose the bonds which we 
are under at Calcutta, which I think is two lacks ; a lack for 
the captain and a lack for the merchant. 

2144. * Are 'they at all VeKatioUs in their interference with 
you?— Not the least; they are very liberal; they behave ex- 
ceedingly well to all the country captains. 

2145. You. do not consider fhem as going out of their way to 
molest you ? — Not at all. 

2146. From your, experience of the trade of those iseas, do 
you <hink that if the China trade were entirely thrown open, 
branches of trade would not spring up 4 which are now kept 
under by the monopoly? — There is not the least doqbt of it. 
In all the coast of Cochin China I have turned #dowii witji the 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 227 

Exmouth with a foul wind, and I have turned into several fine 4 Mar. isao. 

harbours all the way along the coast ; we turned into six or 

seven diiferent harbours’ along the coast, and I am sure there 
might be a great trade carried on if those ports were open : and 
not only thaj but with the great islands of Japan, which we have 
no Communication with whatever. I have often thought that if 
an embassy was sent to Japan, and a favourable result ensued, 
there would be no doubt an immense trade ; for those people are 
now emerging to civilization, and I have often thought that a very 
great trade might be carried cgi there. If an English whaler, 
by accident, be cast away there, they use them very ill, and 
murder them generally ; but the Dutch carry On a great trade 
there from Batavia. * 

2147. When you speak of the monopoly being an impediment, 
do you mean the restrictions which now exist by law tothe free 
trade in those seas ? — That is what I mean. 

•2148. Do not you thin^ there might be considerable trade 
with the ‘Philippine Islands ? — A great trad?* nright be carried 
on with the Philippine Islands and the coast oCBorneo. 

2149. Do not you think that the ingenuity arising from a 
free exertion of private interest frequently starts means of trade 
to merchants which were unknown before ? — Yes, which had no 
existence before, no doubt of it ; a great deal might be done if 
the trade were open. 

2150. I» there any trade at present between Mexico and 

CantTJn*? 4 — Not from Mexico, that I know of; butf there is a 
great trade carried on by the Americans from, the north-west 
coast of America to Canton. • 

2151. Do you know any thing of that trade ? — Yes ; both 
the vqyages that I was in China several small vessels came there, 
from 250 to 350 tons, and they had generally furs and sonTe 
fine oil, which they sold at Canton, sand purchased cargoes,* and 
went home to America. 

2152. Do you know from what paft of America they came? 

— From Nootka Sound and Cook’s Inlet. 

2153. Is that trade at present entirely confined to the Ame- 
ricans ? — Entirely, because an English vessel cannot go td Can- 
ton at all : that was one of tbe greatest grievance? that^I saw. 

2154. Do not you think that ifnglish shipping would, if that 

trade were open, have the same advantage with the Americans 
in carrying on the north-west trade with China? — Yes; ap 
doubt about it. • 

2155. Did you understand that to be a very profitable trade 
* to the Americans? — Yes, very profitable? Several gentlemen 

that were embarked ifi the business sdfd it was a very profit- 
able one. ^ , 

2156. * Do you^now any thing of ajrade between South Ame- 
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4 Mar. 1830. rica and Canton, from Valparaiso and Buenos Ayres? — No, I 

do not. There is a trade from Manilla to Canton; but they 

Mr. John Akcn, gddom go to Canton^ they generally stop at Macao. 

2157. Was the Company’s factory any "protection to you in 
carrying on the trade with the Chinese ?— Not the least. If^the 
Hong merchants had been guilty of any fraud, or any thing of 
that kind, I believe the supercargoes would take it up and assist 
me in that particular, and perhaps interfere with the Viceroy. 

2158. Do you know of any in^tonce in which the private 
trade derived any benefit from that sort of intervention ? — No, 

1 do not know of any. 

2159. Did you ever hear that the Americans or Europeans 
trading to China derived any protection from the Company’s 
factory ? — Not the least. 

2160. Did 3 ^ou ever know of any case occumng, such as you 
have alluded to, with regard to a Hong merchant, which required 
such £Mi interf^rosLce ? — I believe there has been such a thifig, 
but not in my fiine , perhaps one case may happen in twenty- 
four years, but I believe it is of very rare occurrence. 

2161. you have stated that when you were at Canton there 
were several Englishmen carrying on trade there as agents under 
foreign flags ; will you state what w as the firm of the house in 
wRich Mr. Davison was ? — Davison and Co. 

2162. Under what flag did they do business ?— I cannot say 
whether was Danish or Prussian. 

2163. What other English houses were there there .''—There 
was Magniac’s* house ; I think they were under the Danish 
flag* I think those were the only two English houses. 

2164*. Do those English houses do a great deal of business ? 
—A great deiil. 

2165. W’as any of it w ith Europe, or was it principally con 
fiped to the country trade ? — There was both, 

2166. Do you know whether any of the partners of those 
houses are now in England ? — I do not know. 

2167. Suppose you had an opportunity of forming your own 

design for an adventure to ^^hina, ajid being supplied with 
means, selected such a car^o as you thought suitable for ex- 
port, and obtained in return a cargo of tea, do you tjjiink you 
could obtain a more favourable result than the Company now 
^oes ? — I think I could have a more favourable result, because I 
can sail my sliip cheaper, andrl have no incumbrance in China, 
therefore I could sell n?y cargo equally as well as they could. 
1 could ptrcliase my teas, perhaps, not quite so weil, but 1* 
couls^sell it in England •cheaper a great deal than what they 
could. ^ 

2)68, Would tlie difference be great in degree betvvecn your 
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result and the result the Company now obtains ? — I should 
imagine I could make ten per cent, more than the Company 
now does. 


4 IMar. 1830. 
Mr, J, Aken» 


2169. Do you know now what the profit is which the Com- 
pany makes J — The Company make, I believe, a hundred per 
cent. 

2170. Then do you think that you could make upon an ad- 

venture more than a hundred per cent, profit ? — No ; beca^ise if 
the free trade was open, we should have tea cheaper, and the 
prices would be much less. ^ • 

2171. Did you not, in the answer you have given, mean to 
compare your ad venture with an adventure by the Company, 
ii\case the trade was open ? — Yes, in case the trade was open ; 
not at present ; but if the trade was open, 1 am certain that I 
could bring that commodity here, and sell it cheaper than the 
Company could, , 

#2172, Supposing you obtained permis^on to send a jship in 
the present state of things from this counffy fo China, what 
profit do you imagine, with the present priedk of tea in the 
market here, you would realize upon that voyage?— That 
^^ould be a thing that I could not estimate. 

2l7.‘l. How do you calculate that the Company gain a hun- 
dred per cent, profit? — From what I have seen of teas sold at 
tlie Cajiv of Good Hope ; and I know very nearly, though not 
exactly, what they give for them in China, according to what 
1 ga^i^^r* them myself; they may ght them a shade*lower, but 
it is a trifle. 

2174. Comparing the prices at the Jndia sales with theprifhe 
cost at Canton, should you say that they get one hundred per 
cent, clear profit, after deducting the charges ? — I have no 
doubt of it. • • 


2175. Whift, in your opinion, vifiuld be the difference in the 
expense of freight between a Company s ship and such a one.as 
you should think suited to the China trade ? — The difference 
would at least be forty per cent. ; I could fit my ship out at 
least forty per cent, cheaper than the Company do at present. 

2176. Then, if the sailing of a ship in the CompanySs ser- 
vice cost £14 per ton, it would* cost you but £10?— Yes. 

2177. Is not your assertion, tbflt you could sell cheaper than 
the Cofiipany, founded upon your belief that they make a hun- 
dred per cent. ? — Yes, it is 

2178. In the sort of adventuiie that has been spoken of, tliat 
is of going out to China for a cargo of teas, is there any branch 

• of thaUad venture in which you think you would have an advan- 
tage over tbe Company, excepting in tlae article of freiglit?— 
No, only in the artkle of freight, 1 should think ; but I am not 
acquaiiUed exactly with what the Corapady take from this 
country to Chiffa ; they take lead,* broadcloths, and different 
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4 Mar. 1830, sorts of woollcns; but it is quite a secret in Canton, we know 
M J Ak about it. 

2179. You have already stated, that you think the Company 
could deal with the Chinese upon better terms than you could, 
do you think they would not also provide their monpy there upon 
better terms than you would ? — No, I do not think they w6uld, 
because you can draw bills upon any respectable merchant 
living in London ; the Chinese would take them with the 
greatest ease. In fact, the house of Baring & Co. in London 
was drawn upon by the American:, on as good terms ; at least 
the supercargoes told me so. 

2180. Do not you think the private-trader would discover 
many articles that would suit the market there, if he was left at 
perfect liberty, which the Company never dream of? — Certain- 
ly, a great many things which the Company never think of. 

2181. Do not you think the opening the trade would have the 
effect of extending ?lie list of comnv^dities in which the trade 
is carried on Kes. 

2182. Do you know any reason why the supercargoes at 
Canton could not find out those articles? — ! cannot say why 
they did not do it. 

2183. Have not they, residing there, and having persons in 
their employment, the very best means of finding out the articles 
adapted to the Chinese market? — Certainly. 

2184- Although the Company’s supercargoes are constantly 
residing there, do you tliinkit probable that the servarlo'of the 
Company would be as anxious to push their trade as individuals 
who are trading forthei* own account?— No, 1 do not believe 
it ; I think individuals upon their own account would push the 
trade much more than it is at present. 

2J85. Are not you aware that the Companyls captains and 
officers are permitted to trade as merchants to China?— Yes. 

2186. Why do you siq)pose individual merchants would be 
more active than those captains and officers who are merchants ? 
— We can only draw an inference from what has happened from 
opening the trade with Calcutta ; there is an immense trade now 
carried on with Calcutta, compared with what there was before 
the tradf was .opened. 

2187. Is it in the power o^ any Englishman to go in*^o China 
without leave of the Chinese authorities ? — Canton is the ^^only 
port that is open to trade at all to any person. 

2188. Do you consider it possible for Great Britain to permit 
Englishmen to go into the interior of China ? — I have taken 
Europeans, I have taken^ a French bishop and his suite, who 
went into the interior of China; I landed them at Macao, and 
tliey were to go into the interior as missionaries. 

2189. Arc not the Company’s servants, wh'^deal in Cliinaon 
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their own account, obliged to confine themselves to the precise 
voyage which is pointed out by their masters ; that is to say, 
that they can only go where their masters send the vessels to ? 
— Yes. 

2190. Have not the private trade, on the other hand, the 
power of selecting all the different markets, both of the East, 
and of Europe, and of America ? — Yes. 

2191. Must not that unlimited range give them a great advan- 
tage over the Company’s ser^antj, whose trade is so restricted ? 
— Certainly. 

2192. Did not your answer relate to the trade in China alone ? 
— In China alone. 

2193. You speak of there being six or seven ports in Cochin 
China which are now frequented ; how does the Company’s 
monopoly prevent those ports and places being traded with ? — 

1 do not know. Tlie Company has nothing^o do with that, it is 
an ♦arrangement by the Chinese ; they do nR^BPsaffer any* other 
port to be opened but Canton. • 

2194. Did you mean to say, that those ports to which you 
alluded are not traded with in consequence of the monopoly of 
tire Company? — No, the Chinese prevent it themselves, and 
the Cochin Chinese. The whole range of the coast, as far ps 
Siam, is under the Chinese government, but only nominally so. 

2195. Ijpon the occasion when you sailed along those har- 

bours in Cochin China, do you think the native ^ithorities 
would ' permitted you to enter if the Company had given 

you leave? — That I do not know ; I did not like xo try that. • 

2196. Are there not various products of the Eastern Archi- 

pelago which are fitted alone for the China market ? ~ There 
are : there is trepan, which the French call bechfe-le-mer, and* 
birds’-nests. • ^ ' 

2197. Are you aware whether tha trade carried on with thp 
Eastern Archipelago in the articles ySu.have alluded to is a con- 
siderable trade or not? — It would be very considerable, to small 
vessels particularly. They could take in those articles I have 
mentioned, also sandal-wood, which is taken to the Chinese 
market, and is a very profitable tlyng, 

2198. Are not the country ship% of India allovfed trade 
with Cochin China from Calcutta, so far as the English govern- 
ment are concerned ?— At that time they were not ; our license 
allowed us only to go to Canton, and we cannot trade with any* 
other ports, except what our liceifbe allowed. 

2199. Do not you know that a license qould be obtained in 

Calcutta \o trade to Cochin China ? — 1 do not know. ^ 

• * ^ . 

2200. Is a license qj^er drawn out for a voyage without speci- 
fying a particular port ? — No. * 

220JI. Do you tlfink jrou could nof have obtained a license 


Q3L 

4 Msir. 1830, 
Mr. J. Aken» 
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4 M«r. 1H30. empowering you to enter any port upon the Cochin Chinese 
coast ? — I have always been given to understand so. 

Mr. J. Men, 

2202. Did you ever get a license to touch and trade at various 
ports? — No, the license runs thus: to goto Canton, and to 
touch and trade at any intermediate port between there and Cal- 
cutta, outward and homeward ; but that is only to the country 
vessels. 

22t)3. Would that license include the ports on the coast of 
Cochin China? — Yes; but 1 have ^-always understood that we 
could not trade with any port of Cochin China. 

22041. That is, that the Chinese government will not suffer it ? 
—Yes. 

2205. Are not you aware that the country ships might clear 
out for any part of Cochin China, if the local government would 
permit it ? — I am not aware of that. 

2206. Do not yop/think there w'ould be much more probability 
of overcoming'tPJ^jirejudices of the Chinese in regard to inter- 
course with Europeans or other ports than Canton, if the mono- 
poly of the East-India Company were done away with ? — No. 
If the monopoly of the East-India Company were done away 
with, it would make no difference whatever, I believe, or alter 
thf Chinese policy at all. 

2207. Do not you think that the enterprize of private traders 
would induce them to goto other ports, and that the ( hiiiese 
would see'jtlie advantage of taking their goods and Wading uith 
them? — They might in the course of time, but aUpiCsent I 
s4iould think n<^ft. An embassy sent into China for the purpose 
might, perhaps, do away that prejudice, but not any thing else 
done by individuals. 

m 2208. Do 4iOt you think the Chinese would see the interest 
they had selling their goods? — No doubt they 4I0 see it, they 
know it very well ; but tbe^overnment is so very arbitrary that 
they cannot do it. The in formed Chinese that I ever met 
with, said, that if all the ports in China were thrown open, it 
would be a great advantage to the Chinese. 

2^09, Have you heard that opinion generally expressed by 
the intelligent Chinese ? — I h^vc. 

2210l As •the governrtie^it seems to possess so little power 
to put down smuggling, is it not to be supposed that they v/ould 
not be able greatly to control what is done fit those ports? — 
•I believe that is the reason for allowing Canton to be the only 
port that is open. • 

2211. What do you think would become of any vessel that 
w ei^ into any port bu| Canton ? — They Miould imprison the 
crew^ and take the slifp away from them.^ • 

2212. Although it is a great advantage to the Chinese to 
trade, you think they wo^dd lay hold of tbencrew of any vessel 
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that went to seek trade there ? — I have no doubt of it, because 4 Mar. iS.'iO. 
it is prohibited. , , Mr.Jlken. 

2:213, Has any instance come to your knowlene^e of any 
European vessel having^ gone to any other port than Canton ? — 

None, 'except Macao. 

22 W. Have you been much in the way of hearing of instances 
of the sort, if they hud occurred ? — I have been in that part 
of the world upwards of thirty years ago, but 1 never knew^an 
instance of a ship trading to any other port over which the 
Cliinese had any control what^ver^ 

2215. Might not such a thing have taken place without your 
knowing any thing about it ? — 1 think 1 must have known it. 

22 IG. Have you met with a number of Chinese junks in the 
ur se of your voyages there ? — Vcs. 

2217. Have you ever had any dealings with any of the people 
in tile junks? — No,. I never have; but those junks now have 
foun^ their way to Sincaporg. There are ^([(eat quantities of 
them come there directly from Canton ; and tney*come, as I 
am told, from some of the ports of Cochin China fo Sincapore. 

2218. You stated that the port charges at Canton, excepting 

ihe.cuinsluxw, were in proportion to the measurement of the 
ve.ssel : do you then consider that, except in respect of the 
cumshaw, there would be no difference in the advantage# 
between navigating a small and a large ship, as far as the pay- 
ment of the port charges are concerned? — There may be some 
charges,, as faT as regards the linguist or the compradoras fees ; 
but, goner3^ly speaking, 1 believer there is no difference except 
in the ennishaw. ^ 

2210. You said, that saltpetre was smugglctk into China, 
because it was sold to greater advantage than if sold to the 
government : do you mean by that, that the Chines^law forbids 
the sale of saltpcte'e openly to any person except to the goveriT- 
ment? — Yes ; they do not allow it to ie sold except to the go- 
vta'iiicnt. I , 

2220. Do you conceive that if the Chinese trade were en- 
tirely free, it would be a beneficial measure to the natives of 
British India ? — I do not know that it wmuld be more beneficial 
to them than it is at present, buUl think it would be a great 
benefit to the United Kingdom. • 
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SECOIsb REPORT. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
present State of the Affairs of ti^e East-Inoia Com- 
pany, and into tlie Trade betweeii^^*r<!w^ Hritafriy the 
Kast^Indies, and China ; and to report tlreir Observations 
thereupon to the House ; and who were empowered to report 
the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from 
time to time, to the House ; — 

HAVH made a further Progress in the Matters to them 

referred, and had examined several Witnesses ; and 

■> 

directed the Minutes of the Evidence to be reported 
to the House up to the 18th day^of this instant^ March, 
inclusive- 

ISth Ma^ch 1830. 
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Capt.R^Alsagcrm 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Lufue, 8° die Mcurtii 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


Captain ALS ACER, called in, and examined. 


2221. What is* your profession ? — I have been nine voyages 
in the Company’s service as an officer, and five as a commander. 
The last ship I commanded was the Waterloo, and previous to., 
that the Grenville. 


2222. What was the tonnage of the ship you formerly com- 
manded in the service of the East-India Company ? — The ton- 
nage of the .Waterloo is 1300 tons and a few over, ^ 

2223. Is there any advantage in having ships of that class for 
the^China trade ?•— Very great indeed. 

2224. Do they pay thtf same port duties in China in propor- 
tion to their tonnage as smaller ships ? — I think the average of 
the port dues oi^ a large ship came to about 20.s. a ton ; I think 
upon ships of 500 tons they would come to about £2 a ton. 

2225. Are the ships in thefCompany’s service made available 
for* carrying troops and othef’ territorial purposes? — They arc 
very convenient and healthy ; and standing high out of the 
water, there is always room and plenty of air. 

2226. Have the governments of India employed them in war ? 

— Several times. I havs been ^tted out under Captain Birch : 
we have mounijpd 44 guns ;# we considered ourselves then equal 
to any fri^te. * 

2227. How did they answer as ships of war when so em- 

ployed ? — Remarkably well : they have several times distin- 
guished themselves. When Captain Bulteel went out in the 
Belliqueux to India, he fdhin with three French frigates on the 
Brazil coast. One h^ atucked ; he sent two Indiamen after the 
Medeit; which struck to^tHb Exeter; the Bombay Castle coming 
up, tlie third was attacked by the Warkjy, and escaped by 
throwing her guns overboard and cutting some of hc.»- beams 
through. That was in 180Q. ' • 
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2228. If the same quantity of tea was brought home in smaller 
ships during the time of war as the Company have been in the 
habit of importing, could they have been protected by the con- 
voys which the government appropriated for the protection of 
the Company’s ships ? — If they were in a smaller class of ships, 
sa^ 500 tons, for example, it would take four ships to bring 
home one cargo such as it brought in one 1300 ton ship : conse- 
quently, if twenty ships is the regular number of our sea^son, it 
would take eighty to bring home the same quantity of tea. I 
sliould think small ships socittec wide and far from the convoy, 
and the ships of the Company are able to protect themselves in 
some measure, and they are more obedient to the orders of the 
convoy, exclusively ‘of their being able to protect themselves 
individually without any other protection. 

2229. Is the discipline good in the Company’s ships?— I think 

they are in the highest state of discipline, and such as to call 
for the commendation of gentlemen of the navy on several occa- 
sfbns. • • 

2230. Why would one vessel of 1300 or 1400 tons carry as 
much tea as mur or five vessels of 500 tons?— There is a greater 
capacity of hold ; they take the cargoes regularly ; they are of 
such immense extent that there is less breakage and less da- 
mage. 

2231.. What would be the rate of insurance under correspond- 
ing circumstances of a large vessel and a small one?— There is 
not any difference made at Lloyd’s, except preference ; and 
sometiriles the underwriter gets a policy of more rislc tacked on 
to the supposed less risk in the Company’s shipS. • 

2232. How many ships home ward- &ound with tea have been 

lost in your experience ? — I have no recollection of any since 
the Ganges, which I think must have been in 1806 or 1807. • 

2233. Whete was the Ganges lost ? — She foundered off the 
Cape. She was a ship that was iLilt with scantling not cqqal 
to her size, and she was repaired atTlombay after having sprung 
a leak. 

2234. How many ships have brought tea homeward since 
1806? — I think the average is from twenty-one to twentyrthree 
or twenty-four of the class of 1200 tons, 

2235. Then there have been about five hundreU ships in that 
period ?— About that number. 

2236. You attribute this small proportion of casualties to the 
superior quality of the ships?— Yes; and the care that is taken 
in their outfit. 

• 2237.' Supposing that the trade required twenty ships of the 

size which you fiave stated, and thaf of a smaller class eighty 
would be required, i#bat, according to the least calculation of 
freight, would be the tonnage of the eighty ships ; would it be 
a larger or a less fliarge of freight ?— As a matter of calculation. 


23 ' 
8 Mar. 1830, 
Capt»H*AhcLge 
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B Mar. IK30. I should think the expense of the smaller ships would be less, 
^ TT; exclusive of the advantages attending the large ships in them- 

2238. By what calculation do you come to that conclusion ? 
— There is a great facility in the large ships in receiving the 
cargo as it comes alongside. It is sent from Canton in boats 
containing 500 or 600 quarter-chests of tea ; in the large ships 
they taken in and put into their place immediately, for there 
is a greater extent of space to stow them, and they are not moved 
again. 

2239. Would not the freight upon the large ships come to a 
smaller sum of money than upon the smaller ships ?— The average 
freight of a large ship at present to China varies from T20 to £22 
a ton out and home, taking it to India and China. The tenders 
are by open competition, and the lowest tender is always taken. 

2240. What would be the freight of a smaller ship ? — I have 

never sailed in ship, and therefore I am not capable of 

judging ; but witj;i the harbour expenses in China of £2 a ton, 
and the various equipments, I can hardly conceive they could do 
it under £16 a ton, paying all charges. 

2241. Then would it be cheaper to employ large ships or small 
ones?— In a pecuniary point of view I should think the smaller 
would be cheaper. 

2242. What would be the insurance of a vessel of the large 

class ? — I liave paid myself £6 per cent, insurance out and home 
upon the double voyage. ^ 

^243. Was that in poace or in war? — During the present 
peace. I have only commanded ships since 1817. 

^ 2244<. What, would be the insurance during war? — Twelve 
guineas per cent. 

2245. Do you know wh^her the Americans introduce, by 
srrtuggling, articles into consf^mption in China?— I have not seen 
it, hut I have not the least doubt of it. 

2246. Do you think they could supply that market with bene- 
fit, by means of smuggling, which the Company do not engage 
in ? — -Under the shadow of the .Company, 1 think they do often. 

2247. c Do you mean that the Cofnpany assist in smuggling ? — 

No, I do not ; hut they make use of the Company's nan.e. 'fhey 
have not the Company's sanction ; but goods are made up, as 
fvoollens, in the shape of Company’s bales, the Company’s marks 
are on them, and they are pas^d as Company’s bales when they 
are not so, ^ 

22A8. Where are the' goods unshipp^4 ? — At Whampoa; all 
ships unload at Whampoa, . ' 

2249, Have you known any instances, within your own obser- 
vation, of this practice ?— I have seen a bale or two in the Chi- 
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nese merchant’s hongs tliat had been passed as Company’s bales 8 Mar. 1830 . 
that were American. 

2250. That you knew to have been American? — They were 
pointed out to me as*American, and they were not quite correctly 
marked, anc^ I have not the least doubt that they were American. 

5251. Is it the general practice with the Americans to dispose 
of their outward investments and manufactured goods with a 
view of smuggling into China, and by whom are they smuggled? 

— I am not aware that the Americans can smuggle cargoes into 
China. They trade openl^ like other traders to China, except 
in opium : opium is a prohibited article. But I am not aware 
that the Americans are under any necessity of smuggling. 

. 2252. Do they not dispose of their cargoes to the Hong mer- 
chants, who smuggle them ? — I anAot aware of that. 

2253. What did you mean by stating that the Americans 
smuggled under the shadow of the Company ? — If I made use 
ofcthe word smuggle, it is*perhap8 stronge^tlj^n I am entitled 
to use. I do not mean that they evaded the c(uties in China, 
but that the parcels were made up in the slApe of the Com- 
pany’s goods, and sold as such when they were not so. 

• 2254. Are you aware that woollens sent out by other ships 
are not of the same quality as the woollens sent out in the Com- 
pany’s ships ? — There is not that care and attention : they we 
often Company’s rejected goods that are taken out by indi- 
viduals. ^ 

2255^ How do you know that they are not so good ? — By 
seeing some of them opened sometimes, and knowing that goods 
that have been rejected have been olFared to me as a merchant, 
and the same goods I have known to have been sent out. 

2256. Can you state the year when that occuired ? — It is not 
confined to one year. 

2257. Can you give the Committee any instance of it ? — In 

1819, in 1821, and in 1823. | 

2258. Were those goods offered to you at a lower price than 
the Company had stipulated to giver— Being rejected by the 
Company, they were thrown back upon the merchants’ hands, 
and they were willing to sell them for what they could get.* 

2259. Was the merchant, who offered them to. you in Eng- 

land?— Yes. * ’ 

2260. Do you believe that the goods rejected by the East- 
India Company afterwards find their way to China, and are sold ? 

— I have not the least doubt of itt 

2261. Are you aware whether theT%re ^old for less than the 
Company’s goods ? — Sqrae I have kqown sold equal, tythout 
the bale being opened, with the. Company’s mark. 

2262. .How can they have the Company’s Imark if they were 
not exDortedhv tffe Cornnanv ? — To*a Chinese it would appear 
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8 Mar. 1830. to be the Company’s mark; there is a heart and 4 ; instead of a 
Z~ ^ V there is an 1, there is a C or an L instead of an E ; but to the 
apt, . Chinese the English characters are unknown, and the appear- 

ance of the mark is the same to them, though not really so. ^ 

2263. So that they have not the Company’s markjn reality ? — 
No ; but it is what, at a short distance, a European would fake 
to be the Company’s mark. 

2264. With this facility of imposition, is the Company’s 
mark of any great importance in the Chinese market?— It is a 
guarantee to any bale that has tile niark upon it. 

2265. If an imitation can be so easily effected as to impose 
upon the Chinese, can the real mark be of. any great importance 
in the Chinese market? — Experience may prove that they are 
mistaken in this mark, and they may begin to analyze it. . I am 
speaking now of the early part of the time when they took it for 
granted that it was the Company’s mark. 

2266. Have thp ^ses of deception*^ to which you allude boon 
numerous ? — If one or two came under an individual’s observa- 
tion like myself, Vho had a great deal to attend to, I think they 
must be numerous. 

2267. If they are numerous, what importance can you attach 

to the Company's mark ? — I myself, as an individual, attach 
every importance to it, and those who arc in the habit of dealing 
with the Company know it. • 

2268. You attach importance to it because you able to 

distinguish*^ the genuine mark from the forged mark ; but with 
respect to the Ciiinese, whom you have stated as being incapable 
of making that distinction, what importance can they attach to 
the Company's mark ? — They take them all to be the Company’s 
mark, and thej are taken up the country with that mark on 
them. ' 

2^69. If they are takem^up the country with the forged 
marks as well as the real ma|ks, is there any importance attach- 
ed to the real marks ? — I can only say that they are all taken up 
as real. 

2270. Supposing a case occurred in which the Company’s 

raark,^ either in reality or in imitation, were not upon a bale, 
would it pass current into the Country ? — I think it would be 
opened, ^ ‘ ‘ ‘ 

2271. How many pounds of tea do you reckon to be carried 

the ton in a large vessel ? — The black tea and the green are 

different, the green tea being ii^ore bulky and lighter; 900 cwt. 

I think, of black tea. 

2272. What difference is made in the freight in consequence^ 

of goihg to India instead 5f proceeding direct tp China ? — There 
is generally a deduction of SO^.'per ton foiHhe circuitous route ; 
30^. are deducteif for the double voyage between the Uvo inter- 
mediate ports. • ^ . 



SELECT COMMITTEE oi the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

2273. Are the Committee to understand that the Company 8 Mar^ 1830. 

can send a ship loaded with troops to Madras, and thence to 

Cliina, for 30^. less than sending it direct to China ? — Thirty 
shillings more. 

2^74. Supposing a ship to sail direct to Calcutta, and another 
direct to Canton, would there, or not, be any difference in the 
freight ? The freight to Calcutta would be less than the freight 
to Cadton, because there are so many harbour charges in 
Canton ; but what the difference would be I could not say. 

2275. Would there be any other difference than the harbour 
charges ? — 1 am not aware of any other difference ; they are 
very heavy. 

2276. Do you know the present amount of freight to Cal- 
cutta ? — I have seen such variety that I can hardly quote any 
criterion. 

2277. You have ’stated that upon a lar^ ship the harbour 

chjfrges at Canton would anfount to £1 a ton/^ndtipon a srffaller 
ship £2 a ton ; will you state what the items would be ?— The 
Chinese measure from the centre of the fore-mast to the centre 
of the mizen-mast, and from outside to outside ; the depth is 
ndl mentioned. There is a great space in a large ship between 
the centre of the fore-mast and the bows ; there is also a large 
space between the centre of the mizen-mast and the stern, 
which is flot measured, and there is a depth of seventeen feet 
in the hold^ whereas a small ship has only about tweke or 
thirteen. > • 

2278. The difference then arises from the large*ship not being 
sufficiently measured by the Chinese ?— fThere is a greater space 
unmeasured. 

2279. You have stated, that there is a great* ad vantage in* 

carrying on thg trade in large ships ; supposing that to be the 
case, why could not the private trader carry on his business in 
large ships also ? — The officers of th| large ships are trained up 
for several year<^ ; they sail in the different grades during their 
various voyages, till the time they arrive at the command : they 
are better capable of undertaking the responsibility and the care 
of the concern than an individual put in there at once wfould 
be. • • • • 

2280. fan you state whether the* officers of the Company’s 

ships import teas from India to China?— ITiey do in their pri- 
vate investments. • 

2281. What quantity of tea ddbs a captain import?— He is 
allowed fifty-six tons upon a ship of tons. 

2282. What is the cl^ef mate allowed ?— They are all sifted 

in the book of re^uhtf ions ; I think 103 is the sum total of the 
commander and officers, • 

22§3. From.whdh) do the officers* of the Company’s ships 
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H Mar, iHiiO. purchase their tea ? — Generally of Hong merchants, if we can 
get them. 

Capt.R.^lsai^cr. 2284. Do you often find difficulty in getting them from the 
Hong merchants ?— Not a great difficulty; wc like that the 
person who secures our ships should buy our cargp. ^ 

2283, Do they often purchase tea from the outside mer- 
chants ? — I have never purchased tea from the outside mer- 
chants. I have heard that officers have done it sometimes for 
barter, at great risk, and at great Joss in quality. When they 
have returned to China, the person has not been found that 
they bought the tea from. 

2286. Are all the younger officers competent to the manage- 
ment of that transaction ? — The duty of their office requires too 
much attention generally for them to engage much in trade ; 
and, as such, generally the commander has paid them a cer- 
tain sum for their investment. 

2287. Whatdodfhc pay, commortly speaking, for their tan- 
nage ? — It varies according to the amount of investment in 
China, and the difficulty of remitting home, from dC20 to £40 
a ton. 

2288. Has it ever been higher than £40 a ton ? — I have never 
pa^id more. 

2289. What is the amount of per-centage paid by the Com- 

pany’s officers to the Company? — I do not know : upoh the ton 
it is about 25 per cent. » 

2290. Was it not larger formerly than it is now ? — It was 38 
formerly. ^ 

2291. When did the reduction take place ? — I am not very 
competent to speak to the time : I suppose ten years. It was 

^previous to my being a commander. , 

2292. Can you state the amount of the tea anpually exported 
Ijy the officers’ privilege ?+It varies very much ; because an 
officer that has a large capital cannot afford to invest his capital 
in tea, because tea embraces but a small sum. 

2293. Did you ever know it amount to 2,000,000 of pounds 
in any one year ? — I cannot answer that. 

2294. Have you ever had any had tea delivered to you ?— I 
have alVays ’dealt with the#Hong merchants, and I have never 
liad any bad tea, I have been verv fortunate in that respect. A 
number of my brother officers, that have dealt with the outside 

* merchants, jlave suffered greatly from having bad tea. 

2295. Will you men^op an instance in which an officer has 
had bad tea sold tahiin by an outside merchant ? — I think \ 
recoKect Captain Nairna is one. 

2296. In what year was that?— 1822 ar 1824, I believe. 

2297. Where *is the tea so brought by the officers i|old?— At 

the East- India Company’s sales. ^ ^ • 
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2298. How soon after the arrival of any ship is the privileged 
tea disposed of? — At the very first quarterly sale afterwards. 

2299. Have you ever known any of the privileged teas re- 
fused by the buyerjs P^None of my own ; and, speaking per- 
sonally, I know of none, I have heard of others, but I cannot 
speak to individual cases. 

2300. You cannot then speak of the extent of it ? — No. 

2301. Do you consider that privileged tea is of better ox- 
worse quality than what is purchased by the Company ? — We 
are vei-y often glad to tak^ what the Company has rejected, 
and I think the tea is a grade lower. 

2302. Does it sell for less in the sales at the Indixi-Housc ? — 
Spnictinies we buy it in smaller boxes, and that is an advan- 
tage ; but I think, generally speaking, it fetches rather less 
than more. 

2303. Do you deal entirely yourselves, or do you deal through 
tlie Company’s Factory in, China? — Entirely oui;selves. . 

2304. Could you state, upon an average, of your several 

voyages, what profit the tea so imported by privilege has given ? 
— The last voyage I gained but little or nothing by the tea ; 
that is, if I reckon the dollar at ds. The dollar is considered 
as cuiTent at 5.v. in Canton, though it is worth only 4tV. lx/. ; but 
if we make it 5 a*. home, w-e consider ourselves fortunate. We 
sell our 'outward investments by the dollar at 5 a'., and then if 
wc get ouiMiioney home at 5.y. we consider oui’selves, fortunate. 
This last time I scarcely did that. * 

2305. If the dollar is worth 45. !</., and yoc' get it home tit 
55., is not that getting a profit of nearly 25 per cent. ? — Then 
wc reckon the same upon the outward investment upon the 
liollar wlien it is not so, 

23(!(G. 'Fhen, in reality, taking the pound sterling you disbip’se, 
and tJio pounil sterling you realize, what is, upon an average, 
the profit of the privileged trade?- -If it is ten per cent., upon 
the money invested, I consider that a* very good return indeed. 

2307. Have the woollen goods you took out been profitable 
or not?— By no means ; I have lost by them. 

2308. Were the goods that you lost by, the rejected goods of 
which you spoke? — Some were. 

2309. ^Are the rejected goods of the Company commonly to 
bebought in London? — I think they may be. 

2310. What is the sort of tea that the Corapany^’s officers 

generally bring over? — It variesl according to the individual’s 
choice. ‘ 

2311. Is it commonly tea of the low^jr price, or of the higher 
price ? — Lately it has been the .lower price ; some time ago it 
was rather in the highest priced teas ; but people do not buy 
the liigliL'^l priced /uas now. 

" * » 2 K 
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8 Mar. 1830. 2312. When you say you are content with ten per cent. 

profit, what allowance do you make for the freight in that? — 

CaiHM.AUager. j pm-^hase freight, I reckon that in as charges of merchan- 
dize ; if it is my own privilege, I do not reckon it. 

2313. How do you reckon it?— I reckon it in the privileges 
and allowances of the voyage. 

2314. So that, even including your privilege of freight, still 
your poyage does not give you more than 10 per cent. ?— I am 
speaking of the bringing the tea home. If I speak individually, 
I have been more fortunate than perhaps I deserve : there are 
other individuals who have suffered, and perhaps lost money by 
it. I should say the average does not admit that. 

2315. You mean to say that, according to your judgment, 
and what you have heard from your brother officers in the same 
trade, 10 per cent, is as much as is made home, throwing in the 
freight for nothing ? — Yes, I should think it was. If I brought 
forward unfortunate instances, there, are several commande**s 
who Imve gone there four or five voyages, and they are bank- 
rupts from having been unfortunate in their trade. I should 
think that where one man has succeeded, five almost have failed 
in making that. 

2316. Notwithstanding they had a great portion of the freight 
for^iothing ? — Yes. 

2317. How comes it that the Company, paying a very heavy 
freight, make a very profitable trade with China; Tfnhile their 
officers, who do their own business, getting the freight for 
mjthing at all, should make it answer so ill? — We have a large 
accumulation of goods sometimes in China that we are glad to 
sell ; and there is a difficulty in remitting our money home. 
We have more capital, generally, than we can put in our privi- 
fege, therefore *we are very glad to select those articles in which 
we can invest the greatest sum. 

•2318. You have stated t|at the average freight of ships is 
from £20 to £23 ; are yon aware that there are ships now em- 
ployed by the Company receiving £27 a ton ?— I am not aware 
of it. 

2319. You have commanded one of the Company’s own 

ships ? — I have. ‘ 

2320. * How many ships htfve they ? — Eight. 

2321. Are you aware what is the rate of freight per ton, out 
«nd home, on the Company’s own ships? — No, I am not aware. 

2322. Do *you suppose the^ sail cheaper than they could be 
contracted for ? — I am nbf prepared to answer upon that point. 

2323. You have stated considerable Josses'which have been 
suffered by commanders of those ships ; c^n ybu state wliether, 
upon a voyage to* China, a commander of a Company’s ship is 
not expected to make from £10,000 to /J20,p00?— I have 
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heard of such things, I do not believe them ; I had no experience 6 Mar. 1830. 

to that extent myself, 

Cajit, R.jilsogef'. 

2324i. Have you never heard that £30,000 have been made ? 

■—I have heard of nien speculating in a particular article, by 
wl^ich they .were either ruined or made ; but I do not consider 
that a criterion of the general merchant. 

23g5. Could you give the Committee any idea of the average 
of five voyages? — A double voyage is considered a grcftit ad- 
vantage, from the circuijistance of getting passengers, and 
turning our capital three tiriies; and, generally speaking, I 
should say if a commander were on those voyages to clear 
£5,000, 1 think he is -a very fortunate man indeed ; but I should 
say there are many that do not make that. 

2326. Then you mean to say, that upon the average of the 
Company’s larger ships, as far as you know, the commanders do 
not make £5,00D a voyage ?^I should think not. We are 
tfaders singly upon our •own capital, and^ pwjiaps we are not 
very communicative about it ; but that is th^ impression upon 
my mind. 

2327. Have you been from Bombay to China ? — I have. 

2328. What portion of the freight are you, as commander, 
allowed from Bombay to China?— Two fifths of the ship. 

2329^ How many tons will that be in a 1300 ton ship? — 

About 500 tons. 

2330. What is the rate of freight per ton you receive upon 

cotton ?— There is a deduction on the part of^the Company of 
£2 per ton from the privilege allowed to the commander. • I 
have been very glad to get a little freight, if I could, to fill up 
this privilege ; but, generally speaking, I have lost by the 
cotton from Bombay to China. • . 

2331. What is the highest freight you ever got per candy? — 

Thirty- two rupees. The Bombay^ rupee is only worth I 5 . 8c?. 
to 2s. • 

2332. That is about 64 rupees a ton?— About that. 

2333. That would leave, after the deduction of £2 per ton, 

£4 per ton profit, which on 500 tons would be £2,000 ?•«— Yes ; 
but to get a little freight we arc? often obliged to buy cotton, so 
that I have had half freight and# half purchases: the latter I 
have lost by. 

2334. Is that every voyage, or only occasionally ?— I lost 
two voyages out of three. ^ 

2335. How do you account for*, commanders being so very 
• anxious to obtain double voyages when they lose by them ? — 

There are yiore 'opportunities of gaining. * 

2336. Is not a double voyagte the first object to be obtained 

from tlte court >— No doubt it is, because 'it gives you three 
opportunities ins^ead^of one. * 
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« Mar 1 8 -to. 2337. Bnt, in your opinion, they are very often attended with 
loss instead of gain ? — I know it. 

2338. You have stated certain advantages which a large ship 
liad in the China trade; do you consider a* 1200 ton ship more 
convenient to go up tlie Canton river than a 500 or 600 ton 
ship?— The Company’s class of 1200 ton ships are fully equal*; 
they are handy and manageable, and 1 have never known any 
accident happen to them in going up. I have gone up some- 
times without a pilot. 

2389. Does not a 600 ton ship lo^d entirely at Whampoa ? — 
She would do it ; but as they have to pass the bar, they often 
take in their water and provisions below. A large ship could 
do the same, but it is not prudent to do so. I have known 
them fill up at Whampoa, with the exception of the stores ; but, 
generally speaking, they go w'ith a light draught of water, to 
avoid risk. 

2340. Do yqw. consider it any disadvantage in a large sh'ip 
not being able to load or unload at Whampoa ? — It is very 
trifling ; I think ihe difference is not to be mentioned. A ship 
could, if she chose, take her entire cargo in there. I have gone 
over that bar, having twenty-five feet water: our ships, when 
they go down, at the utmost draw twenty-one or twenty-two 
feet, so that there are three feet to spare ; but lest there should 
be any stoppage, it is not considered prudent to load till after 
they have passed the bar. 

2341. Since you have been trading to China have you not 
seen a class of c/ory large country ships at Canton ? — I have 
seen several ships that were afterwards in the Company’s 
employ, 

2342. Are ypu not aware that the practice now is tQ use 
smaller ships, and that they now employ 500 to 700 ton ships? 
— Tliere are several of the larger ships that have disappeared 
from the market. 

2343. Are you aware that the Americans had one or two 
ships of 1000 or 1200 tons to China for a few voyages? — I 
recollect one. 

2344. Are you not aware that they have also given up that 
practice — I am not aware -o^that. • 

2345. Did you never hear in India the reason why the builders 
and merchants in India have reduced the size of ships trading 
Vb China ? — No, I have not heard it mentioned. 

2346. You do not suppose, tficn, that it is owing to the large 

ships being found incqnVenientP— Ihave never heard so. From 
all 1 hitye seen, they like ♦the larger ships; I never heard any 
objection to them. . ^ 

2347. Have you* any doubt that if they found it niorfj profit- 
able to use larger ships than smaller sliips, the^uscsof the larger 
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sliips would have continued ?— Whether the demand for produce 8 Mar. 1830. 
was the occasion oC tlieir being smaller I cannot say. 

2348. Would not the demand measure the profits? — I should ^ 
think every individual is guided a good deal by his own specu- 
lati^ins. • 

2349. If the majority of individuals have abandoned the 
larger.ships for the smaller in this branch of trade, have you 
any doubt that they found it more profitable to use the smaller ? 

— 1 can only judge by my .^)wn^ experience ; I am speaking of 
the advantage of the large ones. 

2350. Were you ever on board any of the ships that had been 
freighted to take tea^ to North America ? — I have seen them, 
hut I have not been on board of them. 

2351. Of what size are they? — About 500 to 600 tons 

2352. Do you know what freight is paid ? — I think that the 
tvijo last ships were 600 tpns, the Lord William Bentineje and 
the Kennaway : they were taken circuitously, and they returned 
by way of China. I think they were rated at Hen guineas per 
ton home from China. 

• 2353. Then it appears that the Company are freighting ships 
at £23 a ton, and the other ships are going at ten guineas ? — 

'fhe breakage and damage is very great in small ships ; £23 are 
out and home ; ten guineas merely from China to America. 

2354. Have \ou ever seen any return of the amount of 

breakage and damage in small ships of 500 or 700 tofts, as com- 
pared with that of your larger ships ? — No. the Waterloo’s 

cargo, that 1 commanded for four voyages, the average had not 
been ten chests a voyage out of about 14,000. In a smaller ship I 
once was an officer, in the old Britannia, and there the damage 
was very great; she was a 770 ton ship of the* old class ; the* 
damage was fi^rn breakage, and the small space that there Is to 
stow the tea cargo in. The less the tea cargo is removed the 
better; and in our larger ships the teais«i>Iace(l immediately where 
it is intended to remain for the voyage. In a small ship the boat 
comes alongside with 500 or 600 chests of tea that must be 
taken out of the boat; it is placed upon the deck reatly for 
stowage, and it is frequently monied five or six times before it is 
stowed away. ■ * * • * 

2355. *11100 the damage arises from their taking the boat along- 
side, and not keeping it there till the cargo is properly stowed ? 

— They must not keep it alongside longer than the day, excepr 
at an extra charge. ^ 

• 2356. What is the ordinary size of thebpats that carry them? 

— About 50p or 600 cli^sts. • • 

2357. Then one o^ngidcrable advantage of the large ships is 
the faciliiy of stowing rapidly the tea taken "on board ? — It is 
very gr(‘at indeed,* ^ • 
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8 Mar. 1830. 2358. Are not the owners answj^rable for the damage ?— 

— I believe they are# 

( npt.R.jlisni,er. 2359, How does it signify to the Company, if they get the quan- 
tity of tea they send home and the owners pay for the damage ? 
—It is advantageous to the Company to have th^ir teas h^ime, 
and it would be a great loss to the owners. If it exceeds 
£3,000 the damage comes upon the Company. 

2360# Are you aware that in the large ships the damage ever 
amounts to £3,000 in one cargo ? — 1 have never heard, except 
by accident. ‘ ^ 

2361. Have you ever heard of any such proportion of damage 
in any of the small ships that have brought tea, having gone 
circuitously by New South Wales? — I have merely heard indis- 
criminately, that the damage was greater in the two small ships 
that I spoke of, the Lord William Bentinck and the Kennaway, 
but 1 had not the precise quantity. 

2362. Whvodo tbe Company give rf20 or £23 a ton for 6ne 
ship, when they can get another for ten guineas, and when the 
damaged tea is paid for by the owners on coming home ? — When 
the Company open tenders for ships, the lowest tender is taken, 
1 suppose : if they could afford to sail them lower, they would 
tender lower. 

‘2363. Are you not aware that that depends upon the condi- 
tions offered by the Company as to the equipment, of ‘'the num- 
ber of men, the number of guns, and the quantit^^ of stores ? 
— Certainly, I am aware of that. 

^ 2364. Is it rft>t the case, that the ships which you have stated 
to be freighted at £10 from China for the North American 
colonies, have the advantage of taking what freight they are 
able to NewjSouth Wales, or any intermediate voyage? — I 
‘suppose that in their calculations they reckoned up what they 
expected to make in their intermediate voyage, \vhcn they made 
tjie tender for coming from China# 

2365. What proportion of freight do you think a ship would 
earn on such a voyage ? — I am not prepared to say ; 1 have not 
made any calculation that bears upon that. 

2366. Would the Company hire a ship to go direct to Canton 
and come back to America, at*the freight which you have stated 
of £10 ‘a ton, supposing that she gained upon the outward 
freight ? — I am not aware what the tenders of the Company 
were. I have now been retired from their service about four 

"years, but I believe they have^been reduced nearly every year. 

2367. Have not also, ships bound on such voyages the advan- 

tage of freight fromp North America to England, or any other* 
ports'? — No doubt that* enters into the calculation, because 
several of them have brought timber horn® ; but I cannot speak 
of that, having rfo local knowledge of it. ^ 

2368. Do not those infernicdiatc frri^dits optn’ate so .as to 
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diminish the charge of freight from China to North America? — 8 Mar. 1830. 

What calculation the owners make I am not aware ; but, of ^ 

course, they calculate those advantages when they put in for 
the lowest tender. 

2369. Are they not advantages which enable a ship to be 
hired at a smaN rate ? — If 1 could get £2 per ton from America, 
of course that 1 should reckon an advantage exclusive of the 
tender J made to the Company. 

2370. Is not any voyage which those ships may make in fheir 
return to America entirely a ijew voyage, and may not a ship 
returning to England just as well take into her calculation any 
new voyage she may undertake either to America or elsewhere ? 

— I think she reckons* in every advantage during her voyage, 
frofn the time she leaves England till she returns again. 

2371. Having made one voyage, is a ship-owner entitled to 
calculate any subsequent profitable voyages which the ship may 
take, totally unconnected with the voyage in question ?— They 
maj^ enter into specific agnsements to take teas»/rom Chkia to 
America at so much a ton, and the remainder of their voyage is 
entirely at their own command. 

2372. Are you aware that the Company have three classes of 

equipment for their ships ; the full equipment, which is called 
the Company's regular ships; the second equipment, which 
consists of ships taken up after their voyages are out ; and the 
third equipment of smaller ships taken up for individual voyages : 
will you state what constitutes the dificrence of those classes as 
to equipments, first, for instance, in the number of cables and 
the number of sets of sails? — I will commence with the Waterloo^ 
which was under my command: she carried thirty-six guns; 
there is room for more, but thirty-six is the number she carries ; 
in peace she carries 130 men as her complement, and five to 
cover casualties, and 10 marine boys. * • 

2373. Are you aware how many she carried in war ? — She 
was built after the war was concluded. I should think she would 
carry about the same, unless there were some special service, 

2374*. Then the Company continue the same number of men 
and guns in their ships in time of peace as they did in time of 
war? —Just the same. • 

2375. Do the ships carry their guns.in the hold ?-;-It is against 

all rule and strict orders of the Company. • 

2376. How many men is that per ton ? — One man for every 
ten tons. 

2377. How many suits of sails did you carry ? — We have 

always one quite new, one nearly new, -what we call one-third 
worn, and the other that has been the^ previous voyage, and is 
what we call half* worn ; there are three complete suits bf the 
principal sails. • ‘ ^ 

2378. llow^mai'Jiy cables? — We lia^e always two new hempen 
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8 Mar. lfe;50. cablcs every voyage, and we have lately been in the habit of 

using an iron cable ; there are generally three that have been 

Capi.R.jiha^cr. prcvious voyagc, and an iron cable, six cables in all. 

2379. What number of guns and what number of men do the 
second class of ships take, those that 4)ave gone their voyages 
and that are taken to go one or twd l^oyages more? — Tliere 
have been various reductions, and 1 ajn competent to'^speak 
to the extent of them ; but of somj|] Jbat Were taken up ppon a 
reduced scale, the 1200 ton shipi^i^fe reduced>.$o;etighty men 
and the officers were also reducetp^ui I cannot say exactly to 
what extent* 

2380. Were not the stores and other equipments reduced in 
proportion ? — They were ; and there was not that attention to 
the new equipment. 

2381 . With respect to the third class of ships, from 400 to GOO 

tons that they take up, are you aware what proportion of men 
per ton, and of stores, they bear to those y6u have stated ? — I 
am not competent to answer that question. » 

2382. Are yt^u not aware that they are considerably lower ? — 

The proportion to China, 1 should think, on the large ships, would 
require very nearly ten men per 100 tons ; I suppose it would be 
six men per 100 tons upon some of the smaller ships. * 

2383. What purpose do you understand is gained by carrying 
as many men in time of peace as in time of war ? — Our voyages 
are long, and we arc not aware what changes may take place 
between our sailing and our arriving, and we are at all times 
ready and^repared for war. 

, 2384. Do ydu mean that the establishment of an Indiaman is 
the same now as it was in the year 1815 ?— The same. 

2385. Do you carry the same proportion of ammunition, gun- 
^powder, balls, and so on ? — The same. 

2886. Have you ever seen any ships in China without any 
guns?— Not Company s ships, except those that have been taken 
fdr one voyage. 

2387. Are you aware wdiethcr the ships to Canada carry any 
guns? — I am not aware what guns they carry. 

2388. Have you ever known any of the Company’s ships cap- 
tured by pirates ? — Never I was in China as chief officer of the 
Grenville, a*900 ton shtp,» at the time when Lord Ainlierst 
arrived in China, and there was only an American sliip there 
besides ourselves, and I was applied to by an American in a 

-^mall boat to say that his ship was in a state of mutiny, and that 
they had takfcn the ship from*- them ; that the commander was 
confined ; he had jumped but of the stern window into a bout, 
and he had come to me (or relief. I thought ,thc best way was 
to take a force sufficient to quell them without more resistance, 
ihereforc 1 went \vith two quarter-boats aifti regained possession 
of the ship. 1 then asked the coniniaiulei _vvluit 1 ^lould do 
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with the mutineers ; he said he wished to have them set on 8 Mar. la.iO. 
shore. I would have taken them myself, for they were stout ^ R^Ua^er 
men, and only wanted a little better management : but my cap- 
tain was in Canton, and 1 could not do it without his permission ; 

I therefore landed them on French Island, opposite Whampoa. 

Tliht ship could not get secured till those men were taken up to 
Canton. I should remark, that the Factory thought I had taken 
rathe& a responsibility upon myself in setting those men on 
shore ; but I thought that in a case of mutiny I must be guided 
by my own feelings, and to j^lieye the ship and the officers from 
danger was the first consideration, and therefore I only required 
a letter from the commander, exonerating me from responsibility 
in what 1 had done. • 

2^189, Where did you set them on shore ? — »At French Island. 

2390. Will you have the goodness to read the letter ? — The 
letter is addressed, to myself, from Mr. Law, the supercargo of 
th^e Lion, and it enclosed a certificate of two American gentle- 
men, passengers on boarcT the ship. The lett^lP of the super- 
cargo is as follows : • 

“ Sir;— Captain Chainplin will have a declaration addressed to 
• you, and signed by the two American gentlemen who were on board 
the ship Lion, at Whampoa, when tlie mutiny took place on the 
13th instant, and who entreated your assistance (by request ofQap- 
tain Clvamplin) to retake our ship from the mutineers, and liberate 
the officers, together with myself, then confined in the cabin. The 
facts statjtftl in the declaration above alluded to were all*well known 
to me, and your very friendly compliance with the request of 
Captain Champlin, ia putting us in possession of %ur ship and land- 
ing the mutineers, demands my particular thanks and acknowledg- 
ments, which I beg 3 ^ou will accept, and present the same to the 
officer of your shi() who accompanied you. I remain your obliged 
ancUmost obedient servant, William Law^ Supercargo of the shi |2 
Lion. Cantqn, June 28th, 1816.’* , 

The certificate which accompanied the letter was as follows 

“ We, the undersigned, citizens of tfie United States of America, 
do hereby certify to all whom it may concern, that on the 12th day 
of June 1816, we took passage on board the ship Lion, Captain 
Adam Champlin, of New York, from Macao for Whampoa, .where 
said ship arrived and anchored about two o’clock p. m. on the next 
day ; and that at about four o’cloclLof the same day, whilj we were 
on boa|;d, a most serious mutiny tooK place, part of the crew of said 
ship refusing to do their duty ; and when the said Captain and other 
officers of said ship attempted to enforce obedience, they were at-^ 
tacked with handspikes and otlmr weapons in a n\^)st daring and* 
outrageous manner, and driven front the deck into the cabin, after 
, having received several wounds : thus tbe'ship was in possession of 
said mutineers. • The undersigned durjng tne affray escaped from 
said ship o6 boand some Chinese boats, and being requested fiy said 
Captain Chat^lin, %e went on board the H. I. Company’s ship 
Grenvikie, antl^sk^d for assistance to regain pos*session of said ship 
Ijioii: that accordingly Mr. R, Alsag^, chief officer of said Com- 
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8 Mnr, 1 R30. pany’s ship, with two boats* crews and one other officer, returned 

with us on board the said ship Lion, finding her officers still con- 

Ciipt, li Mwger. fined to the cabin and the mutineers in possession ofthe decks, I'hat 
said Mr. R. Alsager, by request of said Captain Champlin, and for 
security of said ship Lion, took out ten of the seamen concerned in 
the mutin}', and set them ashore at French Island (so-called), wjiicli 
measure was in our opinion necessar^r and justifiable in said Captain 
Champlin, by whose request and particular desire every act of said 
Mr. R, Alsager was authorized and executed in the most prompt ami 
friendly manner. In witness whferfeof we now address this testi- 
mony to the said Mr. R. Alsager, pt the city of Canton, this :23d 
day of June 1816. 

“ George W* Sturgis — Philip Ammidon'' 

2391 . What was the name of the ship ? — The Lion, 

2392. How mahy tons was she ? — Between 400 and 500 tons. 

2393. How many men had she on board? — I think two or 

three and thirty ; I took ten out of her, .and left tlieiii on French 
Island. '• 

2394. Havey^u ever known any other case of that kind with 
tlie Americans ? — No, I have not. This occurred in my own 
knowledge : I have no account of any other mutiny taking place 
in the river. 

5395 . Have you ever known any mutiny or disturbance on 
board any English ship during the time you have been there ? — 
I have never seen one. 

2396. Have you ever heard of any American ship having been 
captured by pii^tes in the China or Indityi sea? — I'here were 
(the or two small ships seen about Banca or Gaspar a little pre- 
vious, and not heard of afterwards, and it is supposed they were 
taken by pirates ; and I have seen the wreck of a small ship at 
J^anca, that wtfs said to have been taken by pirates. 

2597. Is it not frequent that country ships have been lost in 
tljat way? — Not frequently, there have been cases of it. 

2398. Do you know thb names of the two American ships that 
you think were lost in that way ? — No, they were low ships. 

2399. Were they ships trading with China?— I cannot 
exactly say. The ship I have^spoken of, in which the mutiny 
happened, w{is a regular Ghina ti;adcr, but I do not know with 
respect \o the others, 

2400. Have you any doubt whatever, that the high freight 
•paid by the Company for their ships depends entirely on the 
large equipment they are reguifed to keep up ? — That equipment 
must be a great consideratiou with the owners. 

2401. What is your opinion, as a seaman of many years’ 
practice, as to the necessity of keeping suci» large equipments of 
stores of every kind, judging from your own experience of what 
were brought back and what were used ?— Very often during the 
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voyage I have been able to dispose of stores to meet the ship’s 8 Mar. ih30. 

disbursements, and I have been very fortunate in my voyage in 

not meeting with accidents, and therefore I have had a large ac- 
cumulation of stores pn that account to dispose of. 

2402. From the intercourse you have had with the comman- 
ders of large ^hJps, what is the general opinion you have formed 
upon that subject ? — I should think there is an abundance of 
storciv 

2403. Supposing you were carrying on trade on your own 
account, would you considei' it 4 )roper or advantageous to carry 
such a large supply of stores as those ships are furnished with ? 

— As an individual, 1 raiglit retrench those stores at a risk, and 
from a feeling that I Whs not to meet with accidents : prudence 
would not admit of any very great retrenchment. 

2404. Are you not aware that traders going to different 
parts of India froJti England go with very reduced quantity of 
stores indeed compared with the Company’s ? — Yes, they do. 1 
have seen them sometimeS meet with accidentSf and theh they 
have bought stores at four times the amount at^which they could 
have got them in the original port. I have been applied to once 
or twice, as commanding a Company’s ship, whether I could 
spare spars or cordage. 

2405. Do you recollect a Company’s ship ever having occa- 

sion to ljuy stores at a ruinous price, to repair damages?*—! 
had very great damage when I was <[uite a junior officer; we were 
struck by tfghtning, and the foremast was set on fire,' which we 
cut away, and to replace that foremast we had to ^pay a large 
sum. • . 

240(>. Are you aware that typhoons occasionally occur in 
the China seas ? — I am. 

24^7. Have you not known a large portiomof the fleet disj 
masted, and stores of every kind purchased at a great expense ? 

—Lately ships have arrived in China safe ; but I was in a 
typhoon in the Neptune in 1809, tyid the True Briton went 
down near us. 

2408. Do you consider those accidents ? — Yes, accidents that 
no man can foresee. 

2409. Notwithstanding those«accidents, do not the present 
class of merchant ships go at a niuch smaller equipn^pnt than 
the Comijany’s do? — I think they go with fewer stores. 

2410. Have you any doubt that they go with one-fourth the 
quantity of stores that the regular ships have?— I know that 
small ships in the merchant sAvice take cables voyage after 

, voyage : and if they lie in the tier, well and good ; but if they 
meet with agale*of wind in which they have to ride out, I should 
rather have a iftjvv ca^le than an old one, and feel grateful for 
the Couy>anj^cautK)n. • 

2411. Doe^ thC quantity of storas affect tic insurance?— I 
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think the underwriters have that confidence in the equipment of 
un East-Indiaman that they never look at them. 

2412. Which mode of conveyance is cheapest on the whole, 
a Company's ship uninsured and at a higher freight, or a private 
one insured, throwing in the premium ?-^I can only answer that 
question as an individual. If trade is not worth an insurance it 
is not worth following. The Company has a very large con- 
cern, and considering the amount of capital that they hi vest, 
they are underwriters tliemselves on their own account. 

2413. Are you yourself in th^ hgibit of insuring goods in the 
Company’s own ships ? — Yes, I aliv^ys insure full. 

2414. What is the premium? — Six per. cent, out and home. 

2415. Are you aware that the Company took up several ships 
from 700 to 900 tons for single voyages two or three years ago ? 
— I am aware that they had been taken up, but upon what terms 
1 am not acquainted. 

2416. Are y^u aware that they have discontinued that and 
taken up a smaller class of ships for the India trade ? — No. 

'2417. Do you recollect, in the year 1820, when the shijis 
(ieneral Kyd and the General Harris encountered a typhoon ? 
— Yes, 1 recollect it, near the coast of China. 

2418. Did not they suffer so much damage that they were 
obliged to obtain stores of every kind ?— I know thak they re- 
quired some stores, but 1 cannot say the extent. 

2419. Afe you not aware that the greater part of* the stores 
they had on board were damaged during that storm, and that 
they were obliged to get new stores when they came ashore ?— 
No, lam not aware of that. 

2420. Do you speak of the premium of insurance now, or at 
the time of ymir last voyage ? — I spoke of the voyages during 
tlie «,irae I was a commander ; I think it is the same now. 

2421. Have you ever been on board a man-of-war, and do you 
know the proportion of stores they take, as compared with the 
Company’s fully equipped ships?— I do not. 

2422. Are you aware that the Company’s ships have more 
than i?ien-of-war ? — I should have thought not. 

2423. You stated your complement of men to be 135 ; how 
many of tlio^e men should ^ you consider necessary merely for 
the navigation of the ship, if you had no armament whatever? 
— 1 think the management of the sails and yards, and of the 
l^avigation generally, requires that number. 

2424. A China ship with thirty-six guns and with 130 men: 
what force should you say a ship of that description would be 
able to encounter in case of war ; would it encounter a thirty- 
two gun frigate ? — She ought to be equal to repel an attack. 

2425. Would ^le be more than equal to aify* privateer ? — 
Certainly, of the smaller clhss. 
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242G. What did you do with any surplus you might have be- 8 Mar; 1830. 
yond what you invested? — We were very glad to get bills on ^ 

England. O' b b 

2427. Is not the Cdmpany always ready to take your money? 

— Sometimes, the treasury is open, at others not; at some sea- 
sons I have known it not open. 

2428. What exchange do they give you? — The current ex- 
change of the day ; the Company’s bills are always preferred. 

2429. What was the leas^ ra^ that you took the Company’s 

bills at? — The very last rate I took them at was 4^. IcL the 
dollar. ^ 

24i30. What did that dollar cost you ? — I reckoned it at 5s, 
in currency. 

2431. Is that dollar worth 5^. ? — No, it is not so ; but it is a 
mode of reckoning -it, in the same way as we reckon the rupee at 
half-a-crown when it is npt so. But if I present an invojee in 
India of goods that I bring out, the buyer says, Tf will give you 
8 per cent, or 10 per cent., and he turns the poand sterling into 
eight rupees, and he calls it a per-centage upon the eight rupees ; 
whereas, if you want to remit that money home, instead of being 
2s, M, it is only about I 5 . ^d, 

2432. What does the dollar actually cost you in London Z — 

It is about 4^. or 4>s. Id, 

2433. IC»the dollar being worth 4^. you get bills of the Com- 
pany at 4.S’. 7d, is not that a very profitable return from China ? 

— Yes, but it does not always happen ; the las^ two voyages I 
had remittances at Ss. llrf. and 4j. * 

2434. Has that happened to you more than once ? — It hap- 
pened to me the last time I had remittances from China, in 1828. 

2135. Havc^you not remitted dollars at 6^. ? — No. 

2436. What is the highest rate at which you ever knew it? — 

I think the highest I ever heard of as an officer was 5^. 10c/. ; nt 
was at the close of the war. 

2437. What has been the rate with rupees ? — It has been 2s, 

Sd, and Is. 10^/. 

2438. Did you ever invest yqgr money at so low a rate of 

exchange as you have stated, jnore jhan once ? — I did not invest 
the proceeds ; it was some goods remitted home by bill, and 
that bill was at 4^. : but sooner than remit money at that price, 
had I been in China, I should have preferred running the risk in 
iiicrchandize. • 

2439. You have stated that you* consider a China ship with 
*130 men and 36 guns capable of repelling a*small French frigate; 

are you awtire that the Kent Indiaman, fully equipped, with 
315 men on board, ^as taken by a French frigate ? — The Kent 
was takefJ, I tfnnkp by surprise ; the number of men alluded to 
wcre*twb-thirfls milit^y-y recruits. 
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8 M»r. le.jo. 2440. What was the size of the Kent? — 800 tons. 

2441. Do jou recollect the circumstance of a French frigate 

CtfpiJi.Msagcr, ^ sloop of war in 1810 attacking four Indiamen and taking 
two of them ? — No. 

2442. Would not a greater risk be incurred ,by individuals 
sending home their ships when it suited thenij instead of a number 
of vessels returning home together, as is the c'ase under the 
Cora-pany ? — Certainly. 

2443. What would be the effect of throwing open the China 
trade, in 3 ^our estimation ? — It would be attended with very great 
risk. I could quote one instance 4bat would bear a little upon 
the question. When I returned from dndia the last voyage, 
there was one of the ships that the Coinj)any tof)k up for cme 
voyage was sent out to China. The commander was a friend ol' 
mine ; I gave him a letter to one of the Hong merchants, Moqua, 
an intimate friend of mine also : he sent this letter up by his 
purser ; it wa^/equesting Moqua to„ befriend this coniman ler 
and buy his investment: he said he would buy it from him fur 
my sake; but \^hen the comiiuinder came up to Canton he was 
not in uniform. Moqua said, “Ah! my friend, how is this you 
are not in uniform?” “No,” said he, “ I am not entitled to 
wear it.” “ Are not you one of the Company’s captains?” 
“»No,” he said. “ Then,” said the Ilong merchant, “ I know 
Captain Alsager, but I no can take your cargo.” He declined 
having any thing to do with him on that account. 

2444. Do the officers commanding the American trading ships 
wear the Company’s uniform ? — They are not entitled lo do it. 

2445. Do the officers of country ships wear it ? — No. 

2446. Do you consider the Chinese desirous of foreign trade ? 
should sa/ decidedly not. 

2447. What would be the effect of an increase of smuggling 
in the event of the trade being thrown open?— 1 can hardly say 
to what extent it might tvike place. 

2448. Is there any limit now to the smuggling that is carried 
on at Canton ? — Opium is a smuggled article, but that takes 
plac^ outside the port of Canton. 

2449. Do. you not think that, risk would be incurred with 
respect to the regular trnae in the event of a great i]icrease of 
the smuggling trade ? — I think that would lead to riot and dis- 
turbance, which would put a stop to the trade altogether. 

2450. Do you believe that file Chinese are aware of the nature 

of the East-India Cpmpany ? — I think they have the highest 
confidence in them, and. they think them superior to any other 
power that they have intercourse with- ‘ ’ 

2451. Are thdy aware that they arc the ^'^,verr\|)rs of the 
adjacent territory? — I think 1 have heartf of /heir reluctant 
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acknowledgment that they arc aware of their vicinity, but it is 8 Mar. 
so vague that I could not speak to it. 

2452. If you had capital sufficient to undertake a voyage to ^ 
China in a ship of 1200 tons, the cargo being entirely your own, 

anjJ the frcigjit.to be £22 a ton, should you expect, from your 
knowledge of the trade, to obtain a profitable return, or to lose 
by the adventure ? — It is an enormous concern for one individual 
to undertake ; it is far beyond my calculation. • 

2453. You have stated, that if the trade was thrown open, 
you tliiiik it would soon be tVitii^ly interrupted, in consequence 
of the disorders that would! take place; have you ever known 
the trade to be interrupted betw^een the Americans and the 
Chinese ? — In the business of the Italian sailor it was. 

2454. How long was it interrupted?—! think the Americans 
got tired of it in about six weeks, and gave up the man. 

2455. Have you ever known the trade been interrupted by 
ai^ difterences. bet ween tlfe Company and the ©bincse ?— Yes ; 
in the business of the Topaze, a man was killed by the frigat^, 
and they looked to the Company to give up the men from the 
frigate that had committed the murder. 

*2456. Was it interrupted at all in the year 1814? — I recollect 
there were circuntstances which kept the ships at Lintin a long 
time, while the Factory had disputes with the Chinese govern- 
ment. 

2457. D6 you know how long the Americans havt^carried on 

trade w ith Canton ? — I cannot say. I recollect the Americans 
as long as I have been in the habit of going to China. • 

2458. Is not the country trade wdth Canton more extensive 

than the trade carried on direct from England to China ? — If it 
iiicludi’s the Company’s ships, 1 should tliink it was. • 

2459. Exclasive of the Company’s ? — I am not prepared to 
say. The trade is very extensive, no doubt. 

2460. Has that trade ever been intwrupted ? — I do not know 
that it has ; but the f.ascar is much more under control than a 
European sailor. 

2461. Are those ships manned by Lascars, commanded by 

Europeans?— They are. • 

2462. You have stated that the Chinese are a people eibinently 
adverse fo trade ? — I think they are adverse to all innovation 
and all alteration. 

2463. Do you know whethei^i they trade with «Sincapore? — 

Lately one or two junks have been down there ; but whether 

♦it is with the western part of China, or wliether it is Amoy, on 
the eastern part,*J[ canuot say. 

2464. Do you baiicve that tlie trade with^Sincapore by the 
Chinese 4 ves 3 #llfh^ been confined to one or two junks in a year? 

Sigeaporo w a veryjufant scttlemebt, and I think was scarcely 
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8 Mar. 1830. known to the Chinese more than four or five years back; and 

Cavt R Ataacer that came in we scarcely knew where they came from, 

/ . . ager. because, if you include all the coast of Cochin China, there may 
be numbers, but from China I scarcely knew one. 

2465. Did the Chinese trade to Batavia?— Yea ; J think al^put 
two junks in a year. 

2466. Did they trade to Siam? — I cannot say: we often met 
with^them in the China seas. 

2467. Did they trade to Malacca ? — I think I have seen two 
junks in the Straits of Malacca soriietimes ; but to what extent 
the trade is, I cannot say. ' 

2468. From what do you infer that th^y are a nation adverse 
to trade ? — Merely from intercourse ; whatever is new to them 
they set their faces against. 

2469. Do they set their faces against .those articles of 
European manufacture or produce which they stand in want 
of, and which can be furnished to them cheaper and better 
than the productions of their own country? — I should think 
the Chinese demand for European articles is on a very small 
scale. 

2470. Do they set their faces against dollars? — It is not 
customary for them to do so. 

2471. Are not dollars an article of trade? — I can hardly call 
money an.article of trade. 

2472. Bat of course, adverse as they arcl to trade, they do 
not expect to get the dollars of Europeans or Americans with- 
out giving something in return? — Certainly not. 

2473. Then they are capable of understanding the benefits 
of trade, and of adopting thera.^ — Yes; but they like trade in 
*the pld ways better than the new ones. 

2474. Do you happen to know whether any of the junks that 
came to Sincapore ever brought tea ? — I do not know that. 

2475. You have stated that there was an interruption to tlie 
trade on the occasion of the affray between the crew of the 
Topaze and the Chinese : are you aware whether the trade was 
suspended upon that occasion by the supercargoes or by the 
Chinese?— By the Chinese government. 

2476. Are you not aware, that upon that occasion the Chi- 
nese government addressed a communication to the commodore 

•“of the Company’s ships, stating that if they would withdraw 
themselves from the influence or control of the select Com- 
mittee, the Chinese would trade with them, and give them 
goods, and carry oii commercial intercourse with them ? — The 
Chine'se did attempt to set the commanders against the Com- 
pany, to divide the interest ; hat we said, v^e are entirely under 
the orders of the ^Select Committee, and must aK^Asd tf> them, 

2477. Was not the purport of the communic^ation with the 
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Chinese sent upon tliat occasion, that they were willing to trade B Mar. 1830. 
Avitli tlie ships if you would withdraw 3 ^ourselves from the con- “ 

trol of* the Select Committee; in fact, that they would throw ^agi^r. 

open the trade, and gi^e you cargoes and receive ^^our goods ? — 

1 th|jik it was pnjy a trial to sec how far they could divide the 
Knghsh authorities there. 

:3178, Jn point of fact, did they not offer to trade with ships 
in(lepcn*dently of the Select Committee, if you would withdraw 
- yourselves from the control and influence of the supercargoes ? 

— I do not think it extended far as that ; it was a little 
inquiry to know whether wc Mjpuld act without the authority of 
the supercargoes, and finding that we could not do it, they 
ceased immediately. 

2179. Did they not state, that if you would act without the 
sLi))crcargocs they would agree to trade with you? — I think not 
as far as that, 

2480, Did not the communication convey a-«clisposition to 
deal with you upon the terms mentioned? — I think ‘it was 
merely a trial, without any sincerity, to divide us. I cannot say* 
wliat was the purport of the communication. 

Can you state how many tons bulk tlie spare stores 
taken out in the Company’s regular ships would occupy? — 

Water is tlie most bulky article. * 

2482. 'llic question refers to cordage and sails, and every 
thing else exV‘e|)t water? — The actual room that they occupy 
is very small ; it is in the lazaretto, from the foremfist to the 
bows. II* the object of the question is to ascerthin how much, 
cargo less is brought home in consequence of those stores, the 
stores are [)ut where no cargo is permitted to be put; they are 
])ut in the bows of the ship, in the orlop deck, wltpre tea would 
i)e liable to damage. 

* ~ * 

248:1. Then you mean to say that the cordage and sails, and 

all the valuabre stores, are put in a |)lace wliere cargo is nob 
})ermitt(‘d to be put? — It is. 

2181. Arc you aware that some country ships have gone 
ti om llonibay to China manned entirely with Europeans, and 
traded there wit))out any hiterriiption whatever ?- 1 was* not 
aware of that. . ^ ^ 

248,>. Ypu have stated that large ships have a great advan- 
tage in the port of Canton, with reference to the tonnage dues, 
from the mode of measurement being such as to leave large 
spaces at each extremity unmeastwed ; are those spaces w'hich 
are not measured larger in ju'oportioir to the spaces which are 
nftcasiired in a large ship than they are in a Small ship ? — They 
would he in proportion to-the entire body of the vessel. 

248(). Does not tilt sj)ace winch is nieasm;ed, that is, the 
distance th> centre of the foremast and the centre of 

the rnii'enma'^t, * and tin* extreme width, inen asi‘ in the same 
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8 Mar. 1830. proportion as the spaces which are not measured, according to 
— — the size of the ship ? — No doubt ; but then the depth is not 
Capt.R.Alsager, reckoned at all, and therefore there is a gain upon the depth, 

2487. Is not the mode of measurement such, that the tonnage 
upon which the Chinese calculate the duty is r.s much larger 
in proportion in a large ship as it is in a smaller ship ? — Cer- 
tainly it is. 

2488. Then is not the result the same upon a small ship as 
upon a large ship ? — No ; becaus^ as I said before, it is a mere 
superficial measurement, and thetdepth is not reckoned, where 
there is a gain of seven feet, ^nd the two extremes are not 
measured also. The calculation is miide only upon the part 
that is measured, which upon a ship of 1300 tons is about 
4,000 tales, and on a 500 ton ship about 3,000 tales. 

2489. What effect, in your opinion, woidd the opening of 
the trade have, supposing the Company's trade to remain as at 
present, upon the supply of tea, both as to regularity, as to 
.(juantity, and as to quality ? — The supply of tea would be regu- 
lated in a great measure by the demand. 

2490. Would the quantity of good tea be as great in that 
case as it is now, or greater or less ? — I think a large demand 
would lead to the manufacture of a deteriorated article; and I 
think the Company would always have the preference of w hat- 
ever in the market. 

2491. ^^ou think the Company would always have preferable 
jncans of purdiase, whatever might arise, as long as they w^erc 
purchasers ? — I do. 

2492. How^ do you account for the smuggling Jiaving in- 
creased, of late years, very much, with all this protection on 
thp part of the Company ? — I am not aware of any smuggling 
at all that has taken place in the Company’s service ; all that 1 
^know of is outside the port, wdiere ships are sailing amongst the 
islands, and their general trade is opium. I am not aw^are that 
there is any smuggling whatever in any other article. 

2493. From what you know of the Chinese, do you not think 
they would be disposed to ^ sell to the highest bidder. Sup- 
posing^ the ^rade to be open, and that Englishmen could go 
there as well as the Company, w’ould they sell to the Company 
cheaper than to any body else ? — I think the Company w^ould 

- have the best article offered them at a certain price. 

2494. You think competition in the market would not affect 
the price ? — I think "a large w ould, as in general merchandize 
I th^nk it does. 

2495. If the demand for good teas incj;, eased by opening the 
trade, do not you think the supply would b£Kiv 4 ;re^^sed iii pro- 
portion? — I think it \\oi>ld open the door to a great deal of 
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deteriorated article ; how far the growth iiiigitt be increased in 8 Mar. 1830. 

the interior 1 cannot tell* ^ "TT. 

Capt.R,Alsager, 

WALTER STEVENSON DAVIDSON, Esq. called in, 

• * and examined. 

24^96. Hava yt)u resided in Canton as a merchant? — Yes, Davidson, 

I have. 

24*97# Will you state to the Committee, when you went there, 
how long you stayed, and in what business 3 mu were employed? 

— I first of all visited China in^he,year 1807, but stayed merely 
that season ; I returned to setlle there in the year 1811, and I 
finally quitted it in 1822. • 

2498. Are you a British subject ? — Unquestionably ; I am a 
native of Scotland. 

2499. How were you allowed to reside at Canton as a mer- 
chant, not belonging to the Company's establishment ? — I rc- 
side^l there as a naturalized Portuguese subject, and I obtained 
that naturalization for a space of 100 years and^ upwards*. 1 
received it by favour from the King of Portugal ;•! paid nothing . 
for it. 

!i500. Would you have been allowed to remain as an Englisli 
subject, unless you had been naturalized or under some other 
flag ? — Unquestionably not. So far from it, when I obtained 
the letter i)f naturalization I wrote to the then Court of Direc- 
tors, informing them that I had got such, but that 1 still wished 
to proceed Slit in one of their ships to China, and th^ replied 
to me that they could not think of permitting it. ^ 

2501. Did they attempt to prevent your residence there* 

when you appeared as a Portuguese subject? — Never; nor had 
I ever occasion to appear as a Portuguese subject ; and for 
obviouij^ reasons, I never sought to do so. • 

2502. Will yfm state in what character ^^ou did appear ?— I 
never was, from the commencement of my residence t5 the^ 
termination, desired to state in what clwacter I appeared. 

2503. Was it known that you had been naturalized as a Por- 
tuguese ? — Perfectly notorious on the spot. 

2504. Do you not believe that it was on that accounfyou 
were allowed to remain ? — Entirely. 

2505. What was the firm of your business? — The firm of 
business, when I joined it, was Baring and Company ; it after- 
wards became Molony, Ilobarts, and Company, and afterwards 
W. S. Davidson and Company. • 

2506. What Mr. Baring was R ? — h w^as Mr. George 

Ifaring. . ^ ^ 

2507. Wiis*he a-memGcr of the Comjiany’s Factory there ? — 

No, he w as not : iic Ifad previously resigned tjie service, and 
resided in upland.# 
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2fyOH, Had he been in the Company’s service ? — He had. 

2j 09. Who were associated with you ? — Two other Com- 
pany’s servants, Mr. Malony and Mr. Robarts. 

2510. They were then belonging to the Factory ? — They were. 

2511. How long had they been established as ?Jgents at (^''an- 

toij ? — The house existed for many years before. I’he earliest 
member of it with whom 1 am acquainted is Mr. Fitzhugh, now 
in liondon, the present Lord Strathallan : Mr. Henry and Mr. 
William Baring, the brothers^ of Mr. George Baring, also be- 
longed to it. Q 

2212. In what year did you join them? — In 1811 I went out. 

2l' 13. What was the business they carried on when you joined 
them? — Agents in all articles the produce of India, but chiefly^ 
cotton and opium ; certainly opium and cotton formed nine- 
tenths of the business. 

2514. Then it is presumed that the Factory knew perfe ctly 

that yop managed the trade in opium — That will require a 
Jittle explanation. I mentioned that I was in China in 1807, 
during which time 1 became acquainted with all the members 
of that firm : in consequence of which, upon the East-lndia 
Directors depriving their servants of the powder of carrying on 
t|;ie opium agency, they?^ invited me to go out to (diina to 
manage it ; and tlie honajide understanding was, that'every dol- 
lar that was derived from the opium agency should go into my 
pocket ; and every dollar tliat was derived froih the cotton 
agency, which was still legal and allowable, should go into 
itheirs. ^ 

2515. How' long had the Company allowed their servants to 
be opium agents ?— As wdl as I can recollect, the East-lndia 
Directors ha(hcapriciously changed their regulations tw o or three 
times ; I cannot say precisely^ 

25iG. Did they change them after the time of your joining 
the house ? — Yes. J'hey afterw ards deprived them of the 
power of acting as cotton agents ; or rather, they desired tliat 
instead of certain parties, who tlien acted as cotton agents, re- 
taining it, it should be carried on by them, or others of their 
servants, for the benefit of the whole Factory. Mr. Molon vand 
Mr. Robarts declined to take it on that fooling, alleging very 
properly, that as they were very often obliged to remain at 
Canton during the hot season to attend to the business, when 
the others were amusing themselves at Macao, it was not fair; 
and it was upon that oceasioi; that the house assumed my name, 
and all the business fell into my hands. 

2517. Did any of those Company’s servants continue partners 
w ith' you in any portion of the business ?— In nothing whatever. 

2518. During the time you remained, ^did of the Corn- 
pan) 's servants afterw aixls act as agents /or a\iy huaincss ? — 



SELECT COMMITTKK of uil HOUSE OL COi\JMbNS. 


2G3 


Never afterwards, till 18.3^, wlien I quitted the country, and I 
have every reason to believe not since. 

2519, How many factories evisted in Canton during the time 
you were tliere? — There was the Englisli; the American had a 
consul, not a company ; the Dutcli had supercargoes, and they 
had^a factory ^Ist). 

2520. Had the Dutch company a monopoly ?— It had ceased 
to be a*monopoly, because the Company ceased to operate at 
the time of the war of the French Revolution. The Spa*nisli 
also had a factory and a factor, hut he resided almost entirely at 
Macao, as agent for the RoyJl Philippine Company. There was 
the Swedish, they had no business, and the consul of which, 
Sir Andrew Ljunstedt,*resided at Macao. The French, Prus- 
sian, Austrian, and Danish, had been formerly known there, 
but there were no consuls excepting nominal ones. In one in- 
stance they w^ere British subjects who were the consuls. Messrs. 
Magniacs, I think, *were the Prussian consul and vice-consul. 

§521. Have any partnerS of that house lately ©ome honfe ? — 
Yes, the chief partner is in this country now', Mgr. Hollrngwortli 
Magniac. There was an Austrian factory, but it was during 
my time always let to captains of the Company’s ships or others ; 
and I tliink theic was a hong called Danisli. The difference 
between a hong and a factory is, that a hong comprises several 
places of residence. 

2522. Were there any other Englishmen under foreign flags 
residing at”' that time in Canton, beside your owm house ai^d 
Magniac’s ? — In the course of my residence I admifted a part- 
ner, who w'as the Sardinian consul. ' 


8 Mar. 1830. 

S. Davidsanj 
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2523. Was he a partner with you ?— Ves, he became so, and 
is now^ at the head of that house, Mr Dent. 


2534. Did you trade on your owui account. Or act as agent,, 
during the tin«e you staid there ? — 1 did both. 

2325. Will you stale to the Committee in what manner you 
managed the sale of the opium consigned to you as agents ? — 
Nothing w as more simple. The ship on board which opium was, 
lay generally at Whampoa, at that time, about twelve miles 
from Canton. The parties who purchased opium of my Jiouse 
paid the money in Canton, and»so soon as it was ascertained 
that the silver was good, which wasdonc by shroffs 4 haej for the 
purpose, they received an order on the officer to take the opium 
out of the ship. The purchasing parties then went down, gene- 
rally under the colour of niglit, and took the opium out of the 
ship ; that is to say, broke opcn^lic chests and thfew the opium 
into bags, leaving the chests on board,* because they were not 
so handy for their boats. * ^ 

2528. Is "it within your knowledge that they obtained any 
orders or preliminary arrangement s»bcfore they could 

goon boariT^lbr iflic o[)iu!ii? — Decitledly. As far as g<‘ncral 



liVlDKNCK ON KAST-INDIA AFFAIRS; 

8 Mai. 1830. report and general belief, they alw^ays had an understanding with 

^ the Mandarins previously to taking opium out: that is to say, 

n . S, namhon, required to know how much money they should pay them 
on each chest ; and when this money was paid, those persons, it 
was always understood, gave orders that they should not be 
molested. - o 

2527. Was it known in Canton that those ships had opium 
on board, although the article was contraband ? — It wao quite 
notorious to all the parties. 

2528. Was it know to all the authorities? — I cannot ^ay 

that it was know'n to the Fooyue/ or the Hoppo, but I do not 
doubt it. * 

2529. Have you ever knowm any attempt to seize the opium 
on board of a ship lying at Whampoa ? — 1 never heard of such 
a thing. 

2530. Have you ever known more ships than one lying at 
Whagipoa with opium? — Many. 

2531. -Wirere did they lie at that time; was it between 
Danes’ Island £fnd French Islands? — Near both. They gene- 
rally chose the most quiet and sequestered spot ; because, as 
their anchor w^as likely to be down so much longer than a?iy 
other vessel, it was desirable that they should be out ol' 
the w'ay. 

2532. Arc you aware that the custom-house authorities inva- 
riably apppinted boats to watch those opium vessels ?-»— (’crtainly, 

2533. Tlien your opinon is, that the smuggling of oj)ium was 
with the knowkdge of the authorities there, and you never knew 
oV any interruption to it?— I have known interruption to it, but 
1 have never known any difficulty on board the ship. 

2534. What^ difficulty have you known out of the ship? — I 
have known periods when the demands and extortions of the 
Manda/ins were so high that it was not possible to sell opium. 

• 2535. Notwithstanding that, was any attempt ever made to 
seize the opium on board the sliips ? — Never, that I knew of. 

2536. When ships arrive at Canton containing opium, in what 
way is the cargo entered? - Opium is never entered : every ship 
bringftig opium always brings some other cargo ; that other 
cargo is always the cargo entered. . 

2537. '' Is there any additional charge made on ships which 
lie there, as the opium ships do, the year round ? — I never knew 

• an instance ; that is to say, I never was obliged to pay, but I 
have been plagued about it. 

2538. How long have you known a ship lie there ? — I do not 
remember any instance of a ship lying above a year, excepting 
one to my own consignment: she lay much more,' and it was 
about licr that I had a great ’deal of trotiblc.^ It was a very 
unusual occurrence, and would be likely alwaj/s^lo give trouble. 
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2539: Are you aware whether fl)c Hong merchants have any 
thing to do in the opium trade ? — 1 am afraid some of them 
have had : I knew one very well who was too read}^ to deal in 
it : I never dealt with him myself, because 1 did not approve 
of it, but I believe he has dealt frequently in it. 

2^10. Doe? tfiat Hong merchant still belong to the Hong ? — 
The Hong merchant to whom I alluded no longer belongs to 
the Htwig. 

2341. Arc the Hong merchants changed from time to time? 
— I have never known them Ranged, except by death, or bank- 
ruptcy, or banishment. I 

2542. Are you awa^re whether they pay any sum of money 
to .obtain the privilege of the Hong ? — I do not know it, but 1 
have no doubt of it. I believe that nothing is to be obtained 
in China without paying the authorities. 

2543. Have Ai^ou-any doubt that any thing may be obtained in 
Cliina on paying fur it ?~^There are very few ^ungs that may 
not, I believe. 

2544. Will you state generally what the ratfi of commission 

on doing business at Canton was in your time ? — Generally, in 
my time, commissions were reduced ; and which I be lieve is the 
the usual practice in all countries where trade is extending, and 
where it begins very high. On cotton I never knew it below 
three pep cent. ; on opium I knew it five per cent., and it be- 
came thre^^ There were many parties in China who did busi- 
ness on mucli smaller commissions than this. My Ijouse made 
a rule of never doing so, by which means we los^a great deal of 
business. • 

2545. Had you, during the whole time you remained there, 

ever any trouble yourself on account of being an agent for 
opiiinf ? — I was in a constant sea of trouble. • 

2546. With* the Chinese authorities? I never had occa*sioFi 
to come into direct communication with the Chinese a*uthon- 
tics: 1 avoided it, because it would ha^e been of no avail. 

2547. Will you state what you mean by saying, that you 
w^ere in a sea of trouble ; what were the difficulties you met 
with ?— Constant interruptions, owing to the exactions «f the 
Mandarins, which stopped the •sales altogether in some in- 
stances. On other occasions’, after^tfie parties wdit) bought the 
opium oflue had paid down the money and had got their orders, 
it could not be delivered, and I was obliged to refund, because 
they could not make their arrangements ; and as parties in those 
circumstances are sometimes v(!ty.., unreasonable, in some in- 
stances they wanted me to indemnify th^nj for the profits they 
might have ^ot, when h was in fact their own government^which 
impeded theni. • 

2548. naji^yK)u any means of judging wdicther the trouble 
attending the.sa!c*()f opium is less mow, since the ships w^erc 
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Mar. 1830. removed from Whampoa and stationed themselves at Lintlng, 
'Tnarid^on ®*^*^^*^*^ ^ ^ should say that I do not believe there is 

" much difference in the trouble, but a vast difference in the 

anxiety : because, in the one case, they were liable to seizure 
any day; in the other case, they lie in a spot where they can 
defend themselves against any power that can^ come against 
them. 

2549 . You mean to say, that the trade, in your tim^, whilst 

the ships lay at Whampoa, w^as more ditficult than it is now ? — 
More full of anxiety. There no difficulty in it; it w^as a 
very good business. y 

2550. Did you ever know of any other articles except opium 
being smuggled ? — I have heard of a great many, but 1 ne*ver 
smuggled any other articles myself in the import trade. 

2551. With regard to the exports ?— In exports I smuggled 
very largely of silver, because it w^as a prohibited article as well 
as opium ; and so was tutenague, 1 believe : and the rule which 
guided me was, that I would smuggle the articles which were 
prohibited, but'hot those upon wdiich a direct duty w as laid. 

2552. Can you state wdiat w^as the number of chests of opium 
imported at Canton in your time? — Iho c|uantity varied on 
general recollection, I think I may' say 6,000 or 7,000 chests, 

2553. How many pounds docs a chest contain ? — I think ri 
chest contains two maunds of 82 pounds each-; tliat is, IG't 
l^ounds, or it may be tw>^o maunds of 74 pounds each. 

2554. What w as the average price you sold it for ? — 1 think I 
have known tlfb price vary from 1,200 dollars to 2,400 dollars. 

2555. Are you aware that the trade to China has now iju reased 
to 13,000 or 14,000 chests ? — So I have heard of late years, and 

^ 1 have no doubt of it. 

2556. What was the value of the opium youdiavc stated? — 
lu’oin 3,000,000 to 12,000,000 of dollars, between 2,000,000 and 
;/,000,000 sterling. 

2557. Was all the opium that you received Company's opium, 
or was there any Turkey opium? — There was Turkey opium. 

2A58. What proportion to the quantity of Company's ?— I am 
not prepared to say, nor can 1 find aniongst my papers sufficient 
(lata to, give that concluslor. 

2559. You have stated that you smuggled silver, did you ever 
aj)ply for a chop for permission to export it? — Never. 

2500. Do .you know tliat the Company have exported silver? 
— Yes; 1 have lieard so. 

2561. Do you know' w'hether they received a choj) permitting 
them lo export it ? — 1 have no doubt of it; 1 )im convinced they 
would not hazard the doing it without. 

2562, W'hat responsibility did you consid(iW’ t^uii’ac b to you as 
an atjent, celling a prohibited article lik»‘ o]>iiim ? — Jn a pecu- 
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niary point of* view, I never considered it was a responsibility that 8 Mar. 

could be valued ; nor did I ever charge, or pretend to have a right 

to charge any thing for it- Personally, of course, every man who 
resides in China runs a great risk. The government, for instance, 
as I’have stated, knew full well that a ship was at Whampoa with 
a lfft*ge quantlly*of opium ; that she was to my consignment ; and 
they might have imprisoned me any day, and said, till you pay 
100,0Qp tales you shall not be released. 

2363. Did that ever happen during your residence there ? — 

Never. • • 

2564<. Did you ever hear of its happening ? — Never. I do nor 
think that in the history of the trade there has been an instance 
ofjt. 

2365. What risk did you consider you ran in smuggling silver ? 

— None whatever, beyond the seizure of the silver, with w hich 
they are always exceedingly well satished- 

2366. Have you known many seizures made ? mrl have known 
some, but very few indeed, the parties are so exceedingly expert. 

2367. Upon whom did that loss fall? — It felf upon the party 
for whom it was a remittance to India, either myself or my con- 
stituents, as the case might be. 

2568. Could that risk become a matter of insurance ?— Cer- . 
tainly not. 

2369, ftave you ever known it taken it as such ? — I think no 

European would ever be so foolish to run «uch a risk. ’ I cannot 
pretend to say that it has never been made a risk ; I nfver w ould 
have run the risk myself for any reasonable premTum. . 

2370. In your time did the Chinese undertake to put the sil- 
ver on board for you ? — Yes. 

237k What rate did you pay them for it? I bought the sil- • 
ver of them, and they undertook to put it on hoard. It was de- 
liverable on board, and I paid them sometimes before andrsome- 
times after they brought me the captain's receipt for it. 

2372. Then your own risk was at an end ?— Entirely ; except 
when I chose to step out of the way and trusted them, which I 
have often done with all those parties, both in silver and in 
opium. « 

2573. Do you mean to say that yo*i sold opium on credit? — 

Yes, I have, very foolishly. 

2374. Then it is presumed your opinion of the Chinese wa.s 
very good? — It must have been so, when I sold to l^he greatest 
rogues in the country an article on^er^dit. 

•2575. Did you ever make any bad debts in •such cases ? — Yes, 

1 have. ^ . • 

2576. You stated liat some time after you sold the opium, 
the parties* caK.^j'^o^you to have the money returned, because 
they copld not get an order for the landtng of it ; is it an univer- 
* 2'n 
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8 Mar. 1830. sal practice in getting this article on shore to get an order from 

the Mandarins before an attempt is made to land it ?— I should 

fr. s, Davidson, means. The parties who had ray order for the opium, 

if they could evade the Mandarins, avoided paying them ; but 
generally speaking, I believe, they cannot evade them, and' that 
they find it the surest way to pay them. 

2577, Generally speaking, is permission obtained from the 
Mai\darins before an attempt is made to land the opirm ? — I 
should think the parties generally pay in order to secure the 
safety of the opium : but I may be permitted to add, that J 
should think it very likely, in the \ ase of paying too small a sum, 
the Mandarins might still seize the opium afterwards ; and I 
should think that the parties, unless they were disposed to pay 
the full fee, would rather run the risk altogether. 

2578. Is there then any established fee?— Yes, there is an 

established fee for to-day ; but you cannot depend upon them 
beyopd the day, it is constantly liable to variation. ^ 

2579* Is there always a price, in the nature of a fee paid to 
the Mandarini^, which will ensure the landing of opium? — Ex- 
cept at such times when their demands are so extortionate that 
it is impossible to sell the opium. 

2580. What is the greatest payment you have known to be 
nlade to a Mandarin ? —I know nothing whatever of the fine 
paid to the Mandarin, 

2581. You stated that the opium agents are generally watched 
by boats trom the custom-house when the opium is taken out 
.of the ship. With an order obtained from the Mandarins : are 
those boats generally present? — I believe the system has been, 
when they have received intelligence from their chiefs, to 
retire. 

2582. Are you not aware that those customshouse boats are 
moored astern and on the quarter of every vessel?— Custom- 
house boats are ; but I am not aware that the boats whose duty 
it is to seize those parties are moored there ; they are far too 
weakly manned and armed, 

2583. Are you not aware that those boats permitted the 
opium to be landed?— Decidedly. 

25^. Could they prevent it if they pleased ? — That does not 
follow ; they may not be strong enough. I have knowp instances 
of Uie Chinese opium boats overpowering all force, where it 
was a very large quantity, and it was worth their while killing 
and wounding men ; but generally they do not attempt it. 

2585. On such ^ an occurrence happening, have you ever 
known any notice taken of it by the government ?— Never. ‘ 

2586. Besides opium, have not you ijur^hase'd tea on com- 

mission?— My export in that way has been t<«malL I have, 
however, done it often. •- 4) ’ ^ 
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2587. What was the commission you were allowed on tea ? ® Mar. I8>^0. 
—Three per cent , the same as on cotton. ^ j)f,rif/sjn, 

2538. Generally speaking, did you not buy and sell the -£’^7* 
different commodities of Canton? — Certainly. 

2589. Ha^ you found any difficulty in your dealings, either 
with the Hong merchants or with tne outside merchants? — 

I very seldom dealt with the outside merchants. I have often 
found* difficulties with both descriptions. • 

2590. Did they refuse to sell to you, or refuse to buy ?— Never. 

2591. What are the difficjilties that you met with ; have they 
refused to pay ? — Yes, I have met with many difficulties of that 
nature, having the misfortune to deal with bankrupts. 

2592. What should you say of the facility of doing business 
in the port of Canton as compared with other ports ? — I should 
say it is greater m that than in any other country I have ever 
either visited or heard of. 

*2593. Have you ever Sent teas on your own Account fo New 
South Wales or any other place? — Not on jQfjy own' account; 
but I have sent them on account of other parties many times. 

^ 2594. Did you buy those teas by previous contract, or as 
you found them in the market?—-! have bought them both ways. 

When I knew that the vessel was coming, then, of course, I* 
would buy them by contract previously; when a vessel came 
suddenly with an order, and had to return immediately, I was 
obliged to buy them at the moment, • 

2595. As a general rule, then, when you kjew a vessel was 
coming, you would provide the cargo by previous arrangfement ? 

— Unquestionably. 

2596. Do you not consider that the East-India Company, 
by living a regular demand for their trade fb England, cau 
buy their teas cheaper than a stranger, who goes into the 
market* with only a short time to purchase his cargo im?— Cer- 
tainly ; the Company buy tlieir teas syt great advantage. 

2597. Do } ou think, if your purchases had been large, you 
would have had equal facilities with the Company ?— I think, if 
my purchases were equally large, 1 should have equal facility, 
if I were equally active and intolligeiit. 

2598. Do you consider that the principal advfintage which 
the Company has arises from the great extent of purchases and 
sales which they make ? — Yes, I do. 

2599. Are you aware of airy other advantage they have^ 
beyond their great punctuality apd their great dealings? — 

•J^'hat seems to me to embrace every advantage that can be pos- 
sessed by a^grefft tradtfig company. .» 

2600. Supposing the Company to continue to trade there, 
and suppoivgnhe trade thrown open to other Englishmen, 
withjiberty to settle and reside at Oanton, do you foresee any 
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8 Mar. 1830. difficulties in carrying on the trade at Canton ? — I foresefe that 

many may arise. 

tr. S J)ahudson, tiT-n t 

2601. Will you state what difficulties you anticipate? — I 
believe that individuals would conduct themselves so irregularly, 
that they would quickly become embroiled with the Chinesq, 

2602. Have you ever known, during the time you resided 
there, any interruption, or any individuals coming in collision 
with, the authorities there ?~I think I stated before, that we 
knew better than to come into collision with the government ; 
but we have had many grievantJes.^" 

2603. When a grievance occurred, in what way did you apjdy 
for the redress of that grievance? — During the whole of my 
residence I never had occasion to apply for the redress of any ; 
but I have heard the modes taken by other parties, which modes 
are generally understood to be by going to the Viceroy’s palace, 
wdth a chop, or letter, stating the grievances ; that is to sa 3 s a 
great follectioq, of people, who are of the same mind, and who 
were generally labouring under a common grievance, forced 
their way through the city gate and made to the palace ; and 
when they succeeded, as they frequently did, the parties there 
were very glad to take their letter, and to get rid of them. 

2604. Do you allude to the Company’s servants as having ever 
done that ? — No ; the Company have the privilege, and a very 
great one it is, of communicating with the Canton government 
in Chinese ; it was gained by ncgociation long ago. . . 

2605. Th whom do you allude as having done that ? — Persons 
connected withe the country traders; but I remember on one of 
the most spirited occasions they were headed by a late Chairman 
of the East-lndia Company, the Honourable Mr. Lindsay, who 
got great credit for the manner in which he conducted the 
business. 

2^06^ Did he head the party as a servant of the Company, or 
as.an Englishman independently of the Company? — Decidedly 
as as Englishman, and not as a servant of the Company. 

2607. Have you ever known any of the Company’s com- 
manders joining in these proceedings ?— The Honourable Mr. 
Lindsay was then the HonouraWe Captain Lindsay, and a Com- 
pany’s commander. 

2608. ' Did you ever know of any of the Select Committee, or 
the persons belonging to the Company’s establishment there, 

- joining in such proceedings ? — No, 1 do not. 

2609. Can ■you recollect tlie^ature of the remonstrance they 
presented ? — 1 cannot;* I was not on the spot at the time. 

„261Q. Was redress given to the grievances ?«— I think, gene- 
rally speaking, those petty grievances for wlfich they sought 
redress in this manner were relieved. * - 

2611, Comparing the time when you arrived Canton with 
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the time when you came away, do you conceive tliat, on the 8 Mar. 1830. 
whole, there were greater facilities for trade at the termination — 
than at the commencement ? — Unquestionably. ^ JOavidwnt 

2612. Are you aware whether, from what has taken place 
single you caije.away, still greater facilities have been afforded ? 

— I have heara very little of the matter since I came away. 

2613. What do you consider to have been the cause of that 
greatet facility ? — Privileges obtained by the exertions of the 
East-India Company's Select Committee. 

2614. Did that apply to* the Americans.^ — Unquestionably. 

1 conceive the Americans an4 all other foreigners have benefited 
by those privileges which have been obtained by the East-India 
Company, and, as I conceive, at tlie cost of Great Britain. 

2615. Are the Committee to understand that in these remon- 
strances by individual Europeans residing there, that the Com- 
pany's civil servants ever joined in them or not ? — I believe not. 

^616. You stated, thaf you were afraid thilt disturbances 
might take place ; have you ever known any intprruptidn of the 
trade of any nation, except that which has taken place with the 
India Company? — I know the American trade stopped on one 
occasion, in consequence of a life that was lost, m the case of 
the Italian sailor Majocci ; I do not remember any other. 

2617. .Then what induces you to say there would be a risk of 

disturbance, when you know no instance of that having taken 
place ? — Because I conceive the Chinese would very soOn deprive 
you of all your privileges, and the trade would consequently be 
carried on to the greatest disadvantage ; the parties interested 
there would be dissatisfied, and I think it is not going too far 
to say, that they would greatly misconduct themselves in the 
end f(ipm cruel irritation. • 

2618. Havift you not said that it was your interest to conduct 
yourself quietly to avoid collision ?— Certainly. 

2619. W^hat reason have you to think that other individuals, 
consulting their own interest, would not act with equal caution ? 

— Because very few had so large a stake as myself. Smaller 
stakes make people less cautious. 

2620. Do you not contemplate, if the trade were open, that 
the agency business would very muitfi increase, so as to be worth 
every individuals attention ?— It is very possible it miglit. 

2621. Do you contemplate danger as likely to arise, sup- 
posing China to remain as it now is with regard to Europeans? " 

— There are now a great many pMvaJe individuals In China who 
Jjiive much larger stakes than they had in iny time. 

2622. Do you^nd tl\at they come in collision witli the 4 )ublk 
authorities ?~I should think noU 

2623. pc^jpDuPknow Mr. Wilcox, an American merchant, who 

was there?— Yes, fntimatcly. • 
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8 Mar. 1830. 2624. Have you ever known him or any of his countrymen 

come in collision, except in the unfortunate case you have 

JF, Davidson, ajjuded to ? — Never. 

2625. How often have you known the trade interrupted by the 
English coming in collision with the public authorities there,? — 
Two occasions I have a vivid recollection of. The first occasion 
was in 1814 ; it was the resistance on the part of the supercargoes 
to ai\,attempt madeby the government, in conjunction wCth the 
Hong merchants, to make the monopoly which they possess 
much more close and injurious 4o the English trade than it had 
ever been before. 

2626. That is, the Chinese autlioritie^ were anxious to esta- 
blish Co-hongs, so as to render the monopoly of the sale of Chi- 
nese articles greater?— The nature of it was to give authority 
to Ae senior Hong merchants, that they should have a power 
to control the juniors, to fix the prices, and in short, to exercise 
a very despotic authority over their own body and over the tra^e- 

2627. .If such had been established, do you consider that an 
increase of the*>price of teas was anticipated ?— I conceive that 
would have followed. 

2628. What steps did the Comjiany take in resisting those 
demands ?— They resisted those demands, by stopping not only 

' their own trade, but all the country trade. 

2629. How long did they stop that trade ? — As well as I can 
recollect, I should say ,about two months. 

2630. rtave you ever known any interruption by any proceed- 
ings of country traders ? — Never. 

2631. On what other occasion do you recollect any interrup- 
tion ? — On the occasion of the affair of the Topaze frigate, I 
»think in the season 1821-2, an affray took place between the 
crew of the frigate and the Chinese, in which some of the Chi- 
nese were killed and wounded, and on that occasion the Chinese 
stopped the trade. 

2632. Had the Company’s own servants any thing to do with 
causing that ? — They were not the cause of it, it was a king’s 
ship., 

2633. Did any dispute arise^about the price of black tea be- 
tween tfie Company’s Factory ana the government ? — I am not 
aware of that circumstance. 

2634. How do you account for king’s ships, which of course 

are better disciplined, and under better command and control 
than any other ships, having %een the cause of disturbance in 
China, when the country ships have not caused any disturbance.^ 
-^Tn the simplest way possible ; one party wfll ta^e blows, the 
other will not. . ^ 

263,5. Will you explain what you mean ships going 

to China, will of course submit to no insult whatever ; and Inhere- 
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fore, so long as they do go to China in the -present state of things 8 Mar. 1830. 
they must embroil the trade, because 1 hold it to be quite impos- r~ 
sible for any ship to be in China, and in contact with the Chinese, 
without being insulted sooner or later. 

2636. Are the Company’s ships ever insulted in that way? — 

I have often Heard of persons belonging to Company’s ships re- 
ceiving insults. 

263f . Then they are obliged to put up with the insults as well 
as others ? — Of course. I speak of personal insults, and not such 
as affect the honour and choractt^r of the Company’s representa- 
tives in China. 

2638. Supposing the trade were thrown open, and supposing 
the Company to exist as a Company without exclusive privileges, 
and supposing a consul, with a council perhaps on the part of the 
Crown, with powers to regulate the conduct of every Englishman 
visiting Canton, can you form any opinion what would be the 
result as to keeping peace ^nd good understanding with tbe Chi- 
nese, as compared with what now takes place with the Cpmpany’s 
present establishment? — Supposing such a state of things to 
exist at some future period, I should say that, unless judicious and 
energetic diplomatic arrangements preceded such a change, the 
British trade would not exist at Canton two seasons without the 
most violent and serious interruption. My reasons for thinkjng * 
so are these. The Company possess the twofold character of 
trading merchants and of a great controlling power : they can 
temporise, as they have done before ; but if the representatives 
of (xreat Britain emanated directly from the government of this 
country, I conceive they would be placed precisely in the same 
situation as the men-of-war have always been in ; that is to say, 
they would stickle for the honour of their government, and they 
woul(l not be able to recede from their first demands, by which 
means the tr^de would be lost for two seasons at least ; ipany 
individuals would be thereby entirely ruined, and thexountry 
would be unable to reinstate their commercial intercourse wkh 
China without incurring a vast cost. 

2639. Have you not stated that other Europeans, when ag- 

grieved, have united together to demand redress from the Chi- 
nese, and have obtained it ?— Jtn insigniheant cases : T have 
stated that to have been done on getty occasions,, not on great 
occasion^, certainly. Such an attempt in the year 18T4, when 
the Company made their great stand, would have been as futile 
as it would be for me to hold up my hand in this city for the 
purpose of extinguishing a great^fire. • 

2640. Have you found, from your own experience, that the 
*^1110686 people ^re extremely desirous to carry on trade wijji 

Europeans Uaquestlouably, but in their own way. 

2641. Then it i? the regulations of the government that you 

consider To hostile ? — Entirely so* 



274 'EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIJl^EFAIRS: 


8 Mar. 1830. 2642. You Imve stated^'that during your recollection,' and a8 

far as you have heard, no interruption has ever taken place with 

W.S.Bamdson, Americans, who have carried on that trade for many years, 
except ill the case of the Italian sailor ; have you ever known 
any thing of the kind occur with the Danish, the Spanish,* the 
French, and Dutch, during the last five years ?---¥!ertainly tfol, 

2643. Then are the Committee to understand that you antici- 
pate those difficulties from the supposition that irregukrities 
would take place on the part of the traders there ?— That is only 
a part of my reason, which is eprr^t as far as it goes, but also 
from the decided disposition of the Chinese authorities to en- 
croach. • 


2644. Are you able to state whether *the number of indivi- 
duals employed in China by the tea trade is very considerable ? 
— I have always understood so. 

2645. Would not the stoppage of the trade which you antici- 
pate be as important a grievance to that country, as the stqp- 
page of a greaf branch of trade woulrf be to any other country ? 
-;>Unque*stionably ; it would ruin those engaged in it at the 
moment. 


2646. Do not you consider that would be an inducement lo 
them to act on reasonable terms The government of China 

'an<} the trading people are so very distinct, that it is impossible 
to suppose one motive actuating both parties. « 

2647. Do not the Mandarins and the officers of government 
gain very ipuch by thfe trade, both regular and smuggled ? — 
Unquestionably^ 

*2648. Would it not be against their interest that any inter- 
ruption should take place ?— Certainly. 

2649. Woulc^it not also be against the interests of the English 
residing there to* produce any interruption ? — Certainly. * 

2^50.^ Both parties being anxious to keep the trade, on what 
grpund clo you suppose the trade would be lost ? — Because, as 
I stated before, representatives of the King of England could 
not temporize in the same way as the East-lndia Company have 
always been ready to do, when judged politic or necessary. 

26S1. You stated, that the present Lord Strathallan, and 
several gentlemen then in thd Company’s service, were con- 
cerned iK business in Cant6n% did you mean it to be understood 
tliat they had any interest whatever in the sale of opiurn, which 
you described as having taken place? — I stated that, from the 
moment 1 joined the house, it was upon a clear understanding 
that all the opuura agency shouTQ be mine, and that the cotton 
and other agency should be theirs. 

-^652i* Did they at all participate in the opium ;ogency.^ — I 
stated distinctly that in point of fact they <jid' not participate. 
I bona fide profited by the opium agency, and they Ignajide kept 
the other agency. 
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2653. Did you not state that the Company afterwards put- a 
stop to their servants having an interest in the cotton agency also ? 
— They submitted a proposition, that if it was retained by their 
servants it should be for the general beneht, certain parties 
being nominated by the whole to act. The parties then con- 
cemed in it ,^oclined the thing on those terms, and conse- 
quently I succeeded to the whole agency, none of the other 
parties in the Company’s Factory choosing to start against me. 

2654*. Are the Committee to understand,^ then, that "those 
gentlemen did nothing in the prosecution of.th^t business, that 
they Were not permitted to do as Company’s servants ?— Dis- 
tinctly so. ^ 

2655. Before you joined the house, had the opium agency 
been equally divided between the members of the house? — 
Unquestionably; but the opium agency was much smaller at 
that time than afterwards. 

2656. Had the gentlemen you have mentioned any concern 
in*any business which they were not permitted the C^ompany 
to engage in ? — Those gentlemen participated in nothing but 
what they were legally and strictly authorized to do. Whch 
they were no longer authorized to do it, they most honourably 
gifvc it up to me, and the thing was done quite B&ha Jidc : and 
the reason T use that expression is, that in that country it was 
by some supposed to be otherwise; but 1 state most distinctly, * 
that the bpium agency profits were botia Jide given up to me on 
joining the house. 


Martis^ 9° die Martii 1830. 

Capt^n CHARLES HUTCHINSON called inland examined, 

2657. You^re a captain in the navy ? — A commander in* the 

2658. Since the peace have you employed 3 miirself in tlie 
command of any ship in the mercantile service ? — I took the 
command of a ship called the Bombay Castle, at Liverpool, in 
1819, and went to India, where I remained five years. 

2659. What was the size of tlfc ship? — Nearly 600 tons., 

2660. During the five years yoti were in command of this 
ship had you any intercourse with Canton ? — I went there three 
times, three several years, from Bombay, with cargoes of cotton 
and various other things that are gent from India. , 

2661. Was there any opium on t)oard. the ship? — Not on 

^jbard the ship ; it is generally sent in vessels employed for that 
particular trade. , • * 

2662. To whajjj^rrts did you return when you left Canton ? — 
Always 19 Hrombay*from China. ^ 

2 o 
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26G3. What werd your return cargoes ? — They consisted of 
tea, sugar, silks, camphor, nankeens, and a variety of other 
articles fit for the market of India. 

2664. Was tea any considerable proportion ? — No, tea is but 
a very small proportion ; it is chiefly used by Ei^opeans, oncj^ by 
a particular class of people called Parsees. 

2665. How long ^te you at Canton in any one of those 
voyages? — Generally about three^or four months. 

2666. Had you the means of knowing whether the trade in 
which you engaged was profitable ? — Yes, I have no doubt it 
was profitable, more or less, at tames : and as one proof of it 
I used myself, not knowing any thing* of the trade, to lend 
money to merchants at Bombay, who paid eight per cent, for 
it to Canton, and the same back ; and they made very largely 
upon it again, as T understood from themselves. Since I 
quitted India, 1 have heard that they do not succeed so well as 
they did ; but that w'as the state of the trade While I was there. 

2667/1 low w^s the ship in which you were emplo 3 ^ed manned ? 
— Entirely with Lascars, but with European officers. 

2668. Do you knOw whether any ships have been employed 
in the country trade with China that were manned by Euro- 
pqgns ? — I know of two, but I think there were more. 7'hey were 
ships that bad Wen bought by British merchants, but had been 
built in India ; tlicy bad the privilege of going to China. They 
claimed the privilege, •and went with British seamen on board. 

2669. Supposing the privilege which belongs now to an Indian- 
built ship to extend to all British ships, do you consider tlmt 
advantage would ftte^jrue froltt it to the trade ?— I have very little 
doubt of iu It can be but matter of opinion ; but calculating 
from wliat t ^aw the Am^iriiians do, 1 think it must be very 
advantageous; for they bring goods from England and make a 
profit r and I have myself carried goods to China from India, 
Which havb been sold wijtli a profit there. 

2670* Supposing there were a greater competition of shipping, 
would not the eyjense of that trade probably be lower ? — No 
dou^t it would. The freights are very heavy upon the ships 
that go from India to China. » 

2672. As you were thfe6 times at Canton engaged in those 
transactions of commerce, what should you say, from your 
opportunities of observing the character and habits of the people 
of China, a% to their disposition with respect to intercourse with 
other countries and carrying Sn trade generally ? — They have a 
very great avidity .to trade with every body they arc permitted 
to trade with. The merchants of Cliinp are extremely eager to 
trade with every one that comes into the courftry ; more SO than 
any people I have ever seen. 

2672. Do you mean to^ay that they are a speculative, trading, 
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cnterprizing country ? — Very much jso ; beyond any others I b«>ve 
seen. 

2673. As they are disposed to favour trade? and to be specu- 
lative and eoterprizing in it# are they disposed to be accomnio- 
datfng, and to afford facilities in their intercourse ? — I think the 
pebple themaeUes are> in every possible way- The government 
take every opportunity of extorting duties ; but those duties are 
notclianged; and so long as you carry on the trade in the 
regular way appointed by them there is no sort of difficulty. 
Liverpool, which is one ofjtfiejmost expeditious ports for com- 
merce in England, is not to be compared with Canton for its 
facility. In half an hour ycyn may conclude a sale of a whole 
cargo of a ship and the purchase of anotiier, and you have no 
further trouble with it ; with the Hong merchants particularly : 
the more creditable ones among them are very honest in their 
dealings. 

2674. You say that the government take every opportunity of 
extorting duties : had yftu ever an opportunity of observing 
whether other governments are slack in levying duties on trade? 
— Perhaps I was a little incorrect in the expression I used. WhHe 
you adhere to the regulations they have made, you have no fear 
of extortion ; but if you do any thing at all illegal you are 
subject to very great extortion, and this extortion their own mer- 
chants are liable to if they commit any irregularity. They ire-' 
quenlly tnake the Hong merchants pay tines for no real cause, 
but some pretended ones. 

2675. Had you any dealings with the Hong merchants ? — 

Yes, 1 had, but not to any great extent. • 

2676. Are there other merchants, exclusive of the Hong, 
with whom you can deal extensively ? — A great many, and 
som^ have very extensive dealings ; indeed mai^ of them much 
larger tlian many of the Hong merchants, wbp are in fact nothing 
but a name. 

2677. So that you might have sold or houglit a cargo without 
having recourse to the Hong merchants beyond what was neces- 
sary for securing the ship ? — Precisely so ; it is frequently done. 

2678. Were there many American ships at Canton at any 
period when you were there ? — Yes ; many come there every year. 

2679. Had you any intercourse \jith the captain; or the super- 
cargoes of those ships ? — I saw frequently. • 

2680. Did you ever hw of aoy complaint of any want of 
facility in carrying on itl>€ trade in China?— No, J never heard 
any one complain of any want o#' facility in carryin'jg on the trade, 

^ jfl long as they adhere to the regulaMons the country. 

2681. Had you any opportunity of observing inst^nces^in 
which the Americans had to dispose of British manufactured 
goods in phinai»f^ There were two ships arrived one season 
when I was (here,* I under^stood, entirely loaded with British 
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9 Mar. 1830. manufactures. I did not see the actual disposal of them,' but it 
was well known that they did dispose of them. They were, I be- 
Hatchini^on. ^ good description, and consequently they did not 

sell so advantageously as those of a better description would have 
done. I had some in my ship at the same time which sold at a 
good profit ; they had been bought in India at a profit, and they 
were sold again in China at a profit. Those were British cotton 
manufactured goods; chiefly long-cloths and cambrics. \ have 
taken* woollen goods likewise. 

2682. Did you ever carry yny ^jotton-twist to China ? — 1 
think a small quantity, but that trade had not then acquired any 
great extent. 

2683. At what period were you last in Canton ?•— I was there 
last in 1824. 

2684. As the Americans carry on a considerable trade with 
the Chinese, do they carry it on through the same system of 
agency, and with merchants of the ^same character as thqse 
who deal with tl5e English ? — Precisely in the same manner. 

. 2685. And they meet with the same facility ? — Precisely. 

2686. From your observation of the Chinese, are you of opi- 
nion that if this trade was thrown open in the same manner us 
every other trade carried on from this country, there would be 
a great increase in the demand for British manufactures and 
British produce in China think there would ultimately, but 
not immediately. There would be some increase immediately ; 
but of course that, like all other trades, must increase gradually. 

2687. Have they any dislike to British manufactures?* — Cer- 
tainly not. 

2688. Do you think they would be induced to purchase them 
by the same considerations which prevail in every other part of 
vbe world, namely, their cheapness and their excellence as 
compared with the cheapness and the excellence of light 
goods, either the productions of their own country or of other 
countries with which they trade? — Undoubtedly. I see them 
regulated by the same considerations as other people now, and 
I conceive they would be when the trade was open : I can see 
no reqson why it should change their natures. 

2688. Should you say it is a' just distinction, speaking of the 
( Chinese ,natiom, to say that' the people are speculative and much 
disposed to foreign trade, although the government is prbfcssedly 
adverse to communication with foreigners? — Yes, certainly. 
1710 government may be said to be so far adverse to trade, that 
it is jealous of you, knowlrig ^hat you have done in India, and 
it is apprehensive of your intrusion ; but so long as they mav 
b*\ secqtc that nothing else would be attempteeb they are as de- 
sirous of carrying on the trade as the people themselves. 

2680. Although (he government professes^* Jtsalousyjn its in- 
teremiix; ivitli foreign mituMis, do not the servants el’ the govern- 
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merit afford facility to that intercourse, from the consideration J* Mar. 1030. 

of the advantage they derive from it ?— I cannot say that the 

government does profess any such feeling ; it is believed to be so, 

but. I do not know that they absolutely profess it. “ ^ itnson, 

^691. In ^oijit of fact, are any difficulties thrown in the way 
of commerce* by the servants of the government ? — Certainly 
not : they have every desire for it, because they derive all their 
cmobflneiits from it. Almost all offices in China are bought. 

The IIoppo at Canton buys his office at a large price, and if the 
trade were stopped he would lospe bis emoluments, and he would 
have no redress from the government. 

2692. Was there an,y interruption to the trade when you were 
at Canton, in consequence of any irregularities or difficulties ? — 

There was an interruption occasioned by the supercargoes of the 
Company themselves. Some men had been killed by the To- 
paze frigate, and two men were demanded in lieu of them. For 
twio years they were told ^lat the British Goveryment would be 
ap[)lied to. In the third year they insisted upon a (fecisive 
answer as to those men ; they were told thafe they wxre m^n 
under the King s controul, over which the Company had no 
pikwer, and therefore they could give them no answer about 
it, and the Company’s ships were not permitted to go to 
WItampoa, lest they should not afterwards be permitted by the, 

C-hiiicse to quit the country. This interruption, I think, conti- 
hiuid for lU'arly two months; and the Chinese, finding that the 
I'actory were determined not to give •up the point, at last 
yielded, and sent a message that the King of England might 
punish those men. The trade was then opcnefl again, and i^Il 
went on as before. 

2f)9:T What year was that in ? — 1 think it %vas in 1822. 

1. Are yon aware of any oilier interruptihn arising out of 
I he diffieiiltiejr wdth the (Miinese authorities, or with the Chinese 
[leople ? — Not while I was in China. 

2095. Do you know of any interru^itions that have arisen* in 
the American trade ? — Not while I was in China ; but I have 
heard of such an interruption, on the occasion of an Italian 
sailor, wlio was on board one of their ships, having been sup- 
})osed to have killed one of the people. 

2696. Arc you aware of tmy difficulty or interrup^on that 
has occut-red in the country trade?— None but where the ships 
have committed some irregularity, and that has been but mo- 
mentary. 

2697. In that case, has the interwiption been confined to the 
»‘4iip that has so offended, or has it been extended to the trade 

generally ?~It has bepn confined to the ship that ha^ so^cX: . 
fended ; it has *gcnerally arisen from some of the Lascars 
atteinptiygjo sr#^gle ojiiiim. 

26^)8, Ilais»thc intcrll'iicnce of the^goveniment been confined 
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9 Mar. IftltO. to tlitf ship that had been guilty of the offence? — Certainly, in 
. cases of that kind. 

jiuicltmwn. 2699. And the others have received no molestation ?— None 
at all. 

2700. Have the Americans any public officer at Canton to 
transact their business with the government ? — There is an offi- 
cer there who is called the consul, but he has no power over the 
ships that came there. There are many nominal consuls, of 
different nations, in China, but they have no power. Many ob- 
tain these appointments as an^ exfimse to reside, the Company 
having the power to send away all Britisli subjects. 

2701. Is not the consumption of tea quite general in China 
among the native population ? — Quite so, so far as I have seen ; 
but having had intercourse only with a particulai' portion of the 
empire, it is difficult to pronounce positively. 

2702. Must not tlie whole quantity exported from China 
l)ear ji small ]^roportion to the quantity that is consumed., at 
home?-- 1 have always understood so from the Hong mer- 
chants. 

2703. Do you understand that if there was any increased de- 
mand for tea there would be any difficulty in supplying it 
Certainly not. 

2704. Supposing any interruption to occur to the trade with 
Canton, from any political or other cause, do you suppose there 
would be any difficulty in the Chinese trading witli Sincapore.^ — 
1 am not uertain tvhether there would or not. If the Chinese 
government dircovered that you obtained tea by that means, it 
i5 possible that they might prevent sucli vessels going as would 
bring you a sufficient quantity ; but I cannot speak with any 
certainty, not knowing what tfieir regulations are with regard to 

* their own trade?^ 

2705. Have you ever been at Sincapore? — I have been there 
three times. 

'2706. Arc there any considerable number of Chinese junks 
resorting to that settlement?-! have not seen many myself, 
but I have always understood that six or seven go there in a 
year,, and sometimes more- 

2707. Supposing the Chinese were to put a stop to the export 
of teas altogether, are you wf opinion that the prohibition w'ould 
be effectually enforced, so as to prevent its being sent to Sinca- 
pore? — 1 think it is extremely probable that they would be 
enabled still ,to bring it to Sincapore, but I am not certain. 

2708, What do you apprehend would be the effect in China 
of a total prohibition of the export of tea ?— It w^ould be difficuH 
'to say5 The Chinese government feel Ahemsolves^to be a very 
rotten sort of government ; they know that the people are ready 
to revolt in many of their provinces, and tfecy wopld^. therefore 
be ver^ cautious how they gave any cause of discontent to any 
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part of their empire i but whether they are particularly afraid 9 Mar. 1830. 

of tliat part of it situated near Canton I cannot tell. There are ^ ; 

some of the provinces where they are much more inclined to ij^uchi^n, 
revolt and to resistance than in that, particularly the province 
of Chichoo. 

2709. Yoif arc avrare that tea can be exported from other 
ports of China besides Canton in Chinese junks? —Yes, because 
it is brought to Sincaporc from other parts. 

2710. Is it brought from the lea provinces? — It is brought 
by canals to the coast, and then put on board the junks, who 
bring it to Sincapore. 

2711. Arc the junk^ that iome to Sincapore with tea loaded 
at Canton, or at ports nearer to the growth of the tea? — At 
ports nearer to the growth of the tea, 1 believe ; I know they 
are not loaded at Canton. 

2712. Had you* any opportunity of ascertaining that the tea 
exported to Sincapore isb of a good quality ?« — I belieye not, 
because a good quality is not wanted. It is for the use of the 
Chinese there, who are of a very low description, and who 
therefore require only very cheap tea. 

•2713. Do you think the Chinese government could more 
effectually prevent the exportation of tea than it does the im- 
portation of opium? — Perhaps it might more effectually, because* 
tea is a tnore bulky article. 

2714. From all its ports ?«— From all ^its ports, in- the same 

proportion as to the two articles, of course. • 

2715. Is the exportation of tea by the Chmdbe junks to S^« 
capoTc an illegal trade or a permitted trade ? — is a permitted 
trade, I believe. 

2X1 6. Do you know whether tl»e duty paid upon the exporta- 
tion of tea in,a Chinese vessel is lower than it is upon the like 
article exported in a foreign vessel? — I am not aware.whether 
it is or not. • • 

2717. Is not Sincapore too new a settlement for you to be 
able yet to form an opinion of what effect that step may have 
upon the trade of China? — Yes, I suppose it may be. 

2718. Do you know, ofyour»own knowledge, where tlic tea 

sent to Sincapore is shipped*from jp* China ?— No, I do not 4 1 
only know it is not ship{)ed at Canton. * 

2719. Is it not shipped from ports Tuearer to the groswth of 

the tea ? — I have always wderatood ; of course I have no 
positive knowledge. • , * 

^ ^ 2720. Can you state what tlie relative prices of tea, of the 
same quality, &t Sincapore and at Canton are ? — No, JL canwsi, ^ 
never having inejuired. 

2721.^Iipve heard whether, upon the whole, it is 

cheaper or dearer at Sincapore? — I cannot say. It would, of 
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course, be dearer than the same tea bought by tlic Chinese at 
Canton not exported and paying no duty. 

2722, Do you happen to know whether the Chinese govern- 
ment exact the same measurement duty and the same dues 
from their own junks as they do upon foreign shipping? — 1 do 
not know. 1 should suppose not, from their desire to impose 
upon foreigners as much^as they can. 

27g3. Then, of course, they could navigate much cheaper 
in those junks than the foreign ships could navigate? — I should 


suppose so. ' r 

2724. Is it not the case that those ships frequently do clear 
out for one port with an intention *to go to another if the markt'f 
suits tliem?— I conceive they would have no difficulty in going 
where they pleased, the Chinese government having no means 
of knowing where they went to after quitting the country. 

2725. What do they take back from Sincapore to China? — 
They^ake back tin, rattans, and betel-nut, if it can be (ob- 
tained. • 


• 2726. Any Bfitish manufactures ? — I dare say they do. 

2727. Have you a personal knowledge of this trade by 
junks ?— Yes ; 1 have seen the junks at Sincapore. 

, 2728. Are you aware whether the exportation of lea in native 

vessels is prohibited by an edict of the Emperor of China ? — 
No; I stated that, as far as 1 knew, it was perfectly 'legal. I 
never heard that it wa^ contrary to their laws. 

2729. Is^'iiot^ tea exported from China to every part of the 
Eastern Archipelago in considerable quantities, for the con- 
sumption of those countries ?— I have always understood so. 

2730. If the trade be an illegal trade from China to Sinca- 
j>ore, would it not follow that it must be without any c'xport 
duties? — Of course there would be no charges b^t fees to the 
Mandanins, who will always allow themselves to be bribed. 

*2731. But, to the best^f your belief, it is a legal trade?— I 
believe so. 


2732. Can other parties procure teas of equal quality at (Can- 
ton wjth the teas purchased by theF2ast-India Company? — The 
tea required for the Indian market is generally of a superior 
description to that brought to England, and is obtained very 
readily ; but, of course, the quantity of it is not so great. 1 
have no doubt that any quantity of tea of any quality might be 
obtained by making engagements for it the year previous. 

2733. When you say that tlte quantity is not so great, is the 
reason of the quantity being so small that the demand in India 
h fnoro limited, or that a supply in China could <iot be obtained 
— Entirely because the demand, is limited. 

2734. Are you then of opinion, that the t\.dia Company, if 
they chose to contract forit beforehand, and to stipulate for it, 
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could procure a better quality of tea than they now habitually 
import ? — I have always understood so from the Hong merchants 
and the Chinese : but those finer kinds of tea, cither from the 
depraved tastes of the English, or some other cause, are not 
relished in this country. 

g735. Does ^py quantity of that very fine tea come here ? — 
Yes ; there i^some proportion of it comes here. 

2736. Are you speaking of green or black tea ? — Black tea. 

2737. Do you know any thing of the tea that comes by land 
through Russia ? — I know nothing of it but from report. 1 have 
always understood that it is* of a very superior quality to that 
obtained in this country. ^ 

2738. Arc the teas you mentioned as being carried to India 
known by any particular name in this country? — Yes; Tahoe 
or Pekoe is the finest of their teas ; and Pouehong is another ; 
it is a very delicate tea, wrapt up in papers. 

2739. Have you ever heard at Canton that the Company pro- 
cure the best teas for the English consumption, ui consccfuencc 
of paying a higher price than the private-trudef s ? — They have 
no rivals in the English market, therefore, of course, they 
objtain what teas they please. 

2740. Have not they rivals in the Americans and other traders? 

— Yes, but the Americans chiefly take the green tea. I think 
perhaps jthey may obtain belter tea than the Americans, *l)y 
making engagements for the tea the year previous, and paying 
a larger price. • 

2741. Do you think the Company procure teas at the 
c:heapest price at which that quality of tea could be procured ?-— 
No. I have always understood that they pay more for it than the 
same quality would be paid for by the private merchant. Some- 
timesfwheii I have wdshed to purchase tea of the Hong merchants,^ 
they told me tliey must wait till their teas had been examined by 
the Company, and chosen, and then that they would -sell me 
w hat remained. They always look ^pon their trade with the 
Company as their greatest advantage. 

2742. Is not the largest dealer likely to be the best supplied 
w ith tea, and to buy it at the cheapest rate ? — I do not think he 
buys at the cheapest rate, but h^ will be the best supplied*. 

2743. Having the greatest comnnand of the maji'ket,^ will he 
not be able to deal upon better terras? — He could if he tried, 
but the Company does not try. 

2744. Why do not they try ? — ^I do not know : \t may not be 

tlieir interest. • 

• -•2745. With respect to that very fine quality of tea, do you 
know what would, be the price of that as compared with Hie liiesr* 
sort of black teasjti>at come liere? — It is almost at any price; 

I have lu^rj of toeing as much as four or five dollars in China. 

2 p • 


ass 

i) Mar. IHIJO. 

Citplaiti 
Hull lull '•lit 



284 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

Mar. 1H30. 2746. Do you know rfie prices which the Company pay for 

r77~ ^ ^ know the prices. 

Jliitdnnison. 2747. How do you know that they pay higher prices than 
individuals? — Because, though 1 cannot state the prices now, I 
heard tliern at the time, and they appeared to me to be higher. 

2748. Might not the quality compensate for fhe price? — ? do 
not think it did. 

2749. Wliy not ? — Because it was not as good. 

2750. Did you examine it ? — Yes ; I have seen the teas myself. 

2751. Was the tea offered tQ yo^i, tea that had been rejected 
by the Company ? — Yes. 

2752. You have stated that tlve consumption of India is the 
very finest quality of black tea? — Not the very finest, but 
superior to that generally brought to England. 

2753. Did you pay a higher or a lower price than the Com- 

pany ? — I suppose that I paid a higher price than the Company, 
because the tea was very superior to that generally bought by 
them.* " ^ 

^ 2754. When »» you bought tea which you supposed to be of 
equal quality, did you pay a higher or a lower price than the 
Company? — I imagine that I bought it upon better terms than 
they did. 

' ^755. Why should the Company pay a higher price than they 

could obtain the article for? — I can hardly say. I suppose it 
must be from want of sufficient diligence in their servants. 

2756. I^it considered to be a very profitable thing for one of 
the Hong to have a share in the Company’s trade ? — They look 
upon it as one of their chief profits. 

2757. Is the value of that share known? — The precise value 
is not known, but it is always considered more desirable to obtain 

•than that of any other dealer. 

^ 2758. May not that be on account cither of tlie^ great demand 

of the Company, or of thei^ giving a better price ? — 1 have under- 
stood that it was on account of the better price as well as on 
account of the greater quantity. 

2759. Are you speaking of black or green tea?— Of both; 
but in comparing the prices given by the Company and by pri- 
vate mercliants, I arn speaking* of black tea chiefly. 

^ 2760*' Is not the coiisumjition of tea in India confined to green 

tea ? — At Calcutta it is, but at Bombay the consumption is almost 
» entirely of black. 

2761. Did you ever hear tli^t the value of a share in the sup- 
ply of black tea to the India Company by the Hong merchants 
was considered 40,000 dollars? — I never understood what*it 
^precisely was ; I always understood it was considered by them 
as a bonus beyond what they could get froiK^iny private trader. 

2762. Supposing that ap edict on the part of the Chinese go- 
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vernmcnt could be produced, prohibiting the exportation of tea 
from all parts of that empire excepting Canton, would you not 
consider that as a strong demonstration of the anti-commercial 
spirit of the Chinese government?—! should consider it as a 
government not having very enlightened views of commerce ; 
bujt it might be to guard themselves against smuggling from a 
great numbed of ports. 

2768. You have stated, that you, as an individual, could pur- 
chase •lea at a cheaper rate of the same quality as the Easvlndia 
Company, do you attribute that to your paying money instead 
of paying part in goods, or* to ^ny other cause ? — I can hardly 
say to what eSuse to attribute it; I only say that it exists. 

2764. Do 3 ^ou know«the fac\, that an individual pays in dollars, 
and that the Company pays partly in goods ? — 1 know that if 
you pay in dollars you can buy upon far better terms. 

2765. Do not the Hong merchants, when they have obtained 

a share of CornpanVs trade, pay a considerable sum to the Hopi)o 
in*consideration of that slftire ? — I do not know.* • 


9 Mar. IB.iO. 

Caplani 
JIuU fitnsoit. 


2766. Do you know, when you yourself traijsacted ‘business, 
w’hether any thing was paid by the Hong to the Hoppo on ac- 
count of that business ? — I do not know. 

*2767. Are there any goods that arc reckoned prohibited goods 
in China cx})orted by the country shq»s?— A large quantity in* 
almost every shij). They chiefly consist of cassia and a coarser 
kind of silk, upon wdiich the duties arc too heavy to be taken in 
the regular way ; they are therefore bargained lor with the out- 
side merchants, to be smuggled on board the ship, afid it is done 
with as great facility as the regular trade, the Mandarins beiijg 
all feed and permitting it. 

2768. Did you ever know any interruption to this irregular 
trade — None whatever ; it is as easily carried on as tlie regular 
trade. , 

2760. Did you ever export silver from China ? — I have*tuken it, 
but that has been regularly shipped ;*(juit is, I had a chop for'it. 

2770. Is a large portion of the assorted cargoes exported from 
China, articles prohibited or subject to such duties that they are 
generally smuggled ? — Yes. 

2771. And that with the knowledge and connivance of the 
Mandarins ? — C’crtainly. There an island near \^hanipoa 
called French Island, where those smugglers live. Goods in- 
tended to be smuggled are sent to French Island, and you 
receive notice the night before at what hour the cargo will be 
brought. The Mandarins then surrpund the ship,’ and wait for 
the smuggling boat : when it comes alongside they send a man 

a canoe to coynt the packages^ that no more may be 
to the ship dian fchey hhve received their fee for. In fact, their 
whole government’'!^ one system of corruption from top to bottom. 

2772. T)S not jfou think that the facilities they afford to 
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‘j IVIfir. 1B30. smiigglinp^ arise from an anxious desire to extend their foreign 

commerce ? — Certainly, in the people ; not in the government, 

Copiniu. course. 

IhilCiiil nn, -r 1 rr* /» 

2773. In the officers of the government, do you attribute it 
to a desire to obtain a suitable remuneration in return for the 
sum of money they have given for their offices pertainly. 

2774. It being notorious that all those offices are paid for? — 
So 1 have always been told. 

27'}.5. Do you happen to know what is the freight paid at 
Canton for the tonnage allowed. to the officers in the Company's 
regular service ? — It has throughout the differelil years I have 
known it varied from £45 to £60 p^ ton in the regular Indiamen. 

2776. Is that the price at which they can let out a ton of their 
privilege from Canton to England Certainly. I know it, 
because when I was meditating my return to Europe, I was 
desirous of sending things by means of the Indiamen, and I did 
not think proper to do it on account of the tonnage being so 
high. The captains of the ships generally purchased this ton- 
nage, and sometimes private merchants at Canton, for the pur- 
pose of making a remittance to England. 

2777. Did you ever know any difficulty in procuring silk, or 
any other article of China produce, to any extent that was 

* recyiisite for the demand of the foreign market ? — I believe 
sometimes there may have been a scarcity of silk, hub never to 
any great extent. With previous notice there certainly would 
be none, frqjn what I have always understood. 

2778. Do yoti think if there was a year’s previous notice 
of any increase of demand for tea, say one-third more than is 
now required, there would be any difficulty in obtaining it ? — I 
should imagine not, from what 1 have always understood from 
the Hong merchants themselves. 

2779 . When the freight from Canton to England was from 
£45 to £60 per ton, what vvas the freight from Canton to Bom- 
bay? — The trade is generally regulated not by the ton but by 
packages in the country ships ; therefore I am not ])reparcd 
precisely to say what it might have amounted to per ton, but 1 
should imagine from £10 to £12 at the very least. 

2780. Would that be a profitable freight ? — Certainly. 

278 !.• Do you know wK'at the freight was on board the 
American ships from Canton to Boston? — I do not. 

2782. Docs it consist with your knowledge that there have 
been any teas exported fromn Sincapore to other parts of the 
world ? — I do not know. 

^ -278.3. You have stated that j^ou have knowq of British ships* 
maniiect wdth British seamen having made a voyagi^f to Canton 
IVom India : can you state their names and^ihe names of the 
cajitains?— I know of twp, certainly; and i think 'Utcre w as a 
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third. One of them was the Partridge, and the other was the 9 Mar. iB.so. 

Hannah. The captain of the Partridge 1 do not recollect: the ; 

captain of the Ilannah w^as named Hay thorn. They were 
between 400 and 500 tons. Hutch, 

2784 Do you know whether the trade of other nations with 
China derives any assistance from the Company’s Factory there ? 

— Not in the feast, I should suppose. 

278 , 5 . They do not interfere cither to protect or impede 
them? — Not in the least. 

2786. Therefore whatevei; is die state of the foreign trade 
with China, ^[j^ows out of their own arrangements, or the 
facilities afforded by the Chinese government ? — Entirely. 

<2787. Did you ever have any opportunity of applying to the 
Factory yourself for any assistance or facilities ? — I never had. 

J have known that other people would have been desirous of 
obtaining their assistance, but did not apply, knowing that the 
Company’s agents would not mix themselves up with any other 
business than their own.' There have been several instances 
where ITong merchants have failed, and the persons to whom 
they owed money not being paid their dividends at the times 
appointed, have made application themselves to the Hoppo at 
Canton. They collected a number of their friends, and sat 
themselves down at the city gates for tw^o or three days together, 
till they obtained an answer. 

2788. Notwithstanding those occasional difficulties, you have 
stated that the trade with China is carried on with mdre facility 
than any other country with which you are pcqflaintcd? — 1, 
think so. 

2789. What is the freight^ at present from Bengal or Bombay 
to England ? — I had a letter lately from a gentleman at Bom- 
bay, wlio stated that it was £2 a ton, and not obtainable at that. 

2790. Supposing the freight from Canton to Bombay to be dClO 

and from Bombay to England £2, the same goods that^re now 
charged at £45 to £60 might arrive by' this circuitous trade at the 
rate of £12 ? — No doubt ; but I imagine that the freight of tlic 
country bhi})s themselves is now very miich reduced ; because by 
the same letter of information before alluded to, I understood 
that the country ships were going on in a much less prosjlerous 
way than when I was there. . ^ . 

2791. When you w^ere in the command of a ship, had you a 
supercargo, or did you manage the transactions of trade your- 
self at Canton ? — There was a supercargo at Canton corres- 
ponding with the owners at Boml^ay^ sometimes he went in the 
ship. 

2792. Do youN know what commission he received /or tlie 
transaction of the business?— I do not exactly know ; he was a 
native merchant, ■’‘and their commission is much less than 
that of ECtrSpeans. * 
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9 Mar. 18 . 10 . 2793. Was he Chinese? — No he was a Parsee, a native of 

Bombay. 

Cnpimn 2794, You have stated, that you believe the country trade 
to be in not so prosperous state as it was ; can you assign any 
reasons for that diminution of prosperity ? — I cannot assign any 
reason but one, that the chief article of export fvoip India is cot- 
ton, and the Chinese now grow a greater quantity of cotton 
than they did formerly, and consequently their demand for that 
is not so great : a less price is also obtained for it. 

2795, You have stated your anticipation of an increase ol’ 

demand for English manufactures in the event ofi||||ke trade being 
thrown open, should you continue of that opiniOTi if you were 
informed that the Company alreafSy exerts itself without much 
success to stimulate the consumption of British manufactures ? 
— I should continue of the same opinion, because 1 think private 
merchants would carry on their trade in a more economical way 
than the Company do, and therefore they 'Would carry their 
goods, there cheaper. r 

2796, Are you of opinion, from your observation, that the 
Company do exbrt themselves to the utmost of their power ? — 

I take it for granted, from hearing it now asserted, but I do not 
know that it is so. * 

2797, You slated that you conceive there w'ould be no 
difftculty in obtaining additional quantities of tea, do you mean 
black tea or green tea, or both?— Both; but the black more 
easily than the green, because the use of green is entirely con- 
fined to Europeans and Americans ; consequently it would take 
some time to extend the plantations from which it is brought. 
Black tea is used throughout the Chinese empire, and what wc 
consume of it is so small a proportion that 1 have no doubt a 
much larger supply of it miglit bo obtained immediately. 

* 2798. Do you think that an increase of quantity might be ob- 
tained w;ithout any increase of price ?— 1 think it probable that at 
first the Chinese would dei^and a greater price for tea, but that 
would soon find its level, "as a larger price could not be given 
with advantage, and of .course, like all other things, tea would 
become reasonable again. 

2790. Do you think the quality of the tea would be affected 
by the larger demand ? — 1 supfiose it might be, but the same 
proporticn of good and bad* tea would come, I dare say, 

2800. Do you think as great a quantity of good tea would 
be procured ? — I should tliink it could. 

2801, You •stated that you tfiought if twelve months* notice 
were given any quantity df tea might be obtained ; are you 
awgre how long it i^ necessary that the tea-plant should bo 

■'planted' before it produces the leaf? — No. Bfit my reason for 
supposing that you could obtain any addition^] quantity is, that 
our consumption compared witli that of tin "^vvhoU wnpirc of 
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China is so small, that I have no doubt there is sufficient tea 
grown without planting any more. ” 

2802. Do you know that as a fact ? — No, I have heard it from nJcLnlon, 
the Hong merchants. 

2803. Have you ever heard any estimate of the proportion 
wNcli the quantity of tea exported bore to the quantity con- 
sumed at home ? — The Chinese are so ignorant of the state of 
their own country, that they would have no means of making 
such ah estimation, and no European could of course. 

2804. Is not it true that tea is the general beverage of all the 
population of ^hina ? — Certainly. 

2805. Did you happen to h^ear whether the British manufac- 
tures found their way into the "interior of China, or whether they 
were confined to the districts adjacent to Canton ? — They find 
their way into the interior, so far as the carriage of them 
will allow without rendering them too dear. They are very de- 
sirous of obtaining them, I understand, in all parts of China, 
particularly in many nortl^ern districts, where they require the 
woollens for warm clothing. 

280G. When the importation of British goods has been much 
increased, has there been any difficulty in disposing of those 
gonds ? — I have not been at Canton when such a difficulty has 
occurred ; but no doubt it would occur, if there was a great influx 
of goods beyond what was required. 

2807. You say that tea rejected by the Company has been 
offered to you; have you ever purchased any of their rejected 
teas ? — Yes, I tliink I have. It has been so far rejected by them, 
that it has been offered to them, but perhaps norexarained, nqt 
being required. 

2808. Was the price asked of you the same tiiat had been 
asked^of the East-India Company? — I understood that I was 
asked less. I always understood from the Hong merchants 
that the}^^ expect to get a better price for their tea, of the 
same quality from the Company tlr^n from any private mer- 
chant. 

2809. You stated that a private merchant could buy tea 

cheaper and better than the Company’s servants buy it ; what 
reason do you assign for that? — It would be difficult to 
assign any reason; I can only state the fact as I have under- 
stood it. * 

2810. Xre you aware that a proportion of the price of the tea 
is paid by the Company in articles of British manufacture, and 
that other traders pay ready mopey for it? — No< other mer- 
chants sometimes exchange articled of merchandize for their 
<ea, as well as the Company. 

2811. Does not the difference in price depend, in some mea- 

sure, upon the thijjg given in exchange ? —It depends so far as 
this, thatif*you pa*y entirely for it in money, you will get it 
cheaper and better. , ^ 
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9 iviar. HKiO. 2812. You Stated that you had seen numbers of junks arrive 

at Sincapore, bringing tea and other goods from China ; do 

j/"!cfunso?i consider those junks to be seaworthy ? — Perfectly so, 

2813. Have you ever heard of any great losses among those 
ships? — They are sometimes lost in the typhones in the 
Chinese seas, in which any ship may be lost. ^ 1 should tlpnk 
them more liable to be lost than an European *bdilt ship : they 
are of very rude and primitive construction. 

2814. Do you consider them equally safe and commodious for 

carrying tea as other ships ? — aking the seasons as they do, and 
sailing only in the proper monsoons, I see no danger in their 
vessels ; but, as general sea-boats, they are not to be compared 
to European ships. ^ 

2815. You stated, that if you had dollars you could make a 
better bargain for the teas, than if you had goods ; from that, 
it is [^resumed, there is not a very ready sale for goods ? — I never 
found any difficulty in disposing of goods, but at the same time 
I found much greater advantage in having dollars. I think that 
would be found in any other country. The merchant can do 
as he pleases with the money, but he can only do one thing 
with the article of commerce. 

2816. If the goods arc desirable in the market, must they not 
be as valuable as money? — I cannot decide the point. lean 
only say, that it appears not to be the case with the ChinCsse. 
If he have the money he can buy goods or not, as ho pleases, 
but if he have the goods he can only do one thing with thetn. 

2817. You say that you have sold in China British cotton 
manufactures #hich you have bought in India, is that trade car- 
ried on to any great extent ?— No ; it would sometimes be a 
losing trade. It has been done when cotton goods were selling 
at no great profit in India. 

2818. Have you known it frequently done ? — No ; because 
generally goods in India sell to great advantage. They could 
not generally be carried^ to China unless they went there 
direct. 

2819. Do you think'*that if there were an open trade the 
Chinese would consume British cotton manufactures to any great 
extent? — The Chinese admitting them only at one port, of 
course the consumption coukPnot be extended so far as if tlmy 
wc*re admitted to other ports, but as far as they could be car- 
ried with advantage, the Chinese would be glad to buy them 
and use them. 

2820. Could not cotton goods be smuggled with advantage 

to other ports ? — Tlierc was a difficulty in smuggling at other 
ports when I was in China, but some ships with opium sucr 
coeded to a certain extent. Since I left that Louutry, I under- 
stand that they have smuggled to a larger amount, and I sup- 
pose other goods as well as opium. ^ ^ 

2821. Do you think that the smuggling could be carried on 
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Avith tlic same case at those other ports as at Canton ? — I should Mar. 1 8.^0. 
tiiink not, because at Canton it is systematized. CnpUnn 

2822. Did you carry a cargo of glass bottles to Bombay ? — I HiUchmott, 
did.* 

12823. Wa^iiT a new object of* commerce upon that occasion ? 

— Not entirely ne^v ; but it was so far new, that it was with 
great dilficulty I persuaded the agent at Calcutta to put them 
into tfie ship. * 

2824. What was the rcsulf of*it? — It wras very profitable. 

2825. Did you find any difficulty in selling them? — No; I 
wrote to the merchants at liornbay, and they had sold them 
before I arrived. 

2826. What induced you to try the experiment? — Because 
I had information from Bombay that bottles Avere very ^arce 
there, and tJicy Avere extremel}' cheap at Calcutta. 

2827. Do 3 "ou conceive that other articles of Sritish produce 
might, in the same way, be exported beneficuilly to tke ChiiAa 
market, by \Aatching the w'ants of the Chinese Tind the prices^ 

■ — If a free intercourse was allowed with China direct Irom 
Ei^lund, I suj)pose there would be always a sufficient supply oi 
goods in the ibrmer country not to require any from India, and 
tlierefore the advantage which has existed heretofore of tal'^ng 
goods to* China from India, Avhen they Avere cheaper there, 

AA’ould cease. 

2828. You stated that at the time oftlie mcnbeii^ killed by 
the Topaze frigate the (h)mpany’s trade was st()p\)ed for a cer- 
tain time ; and you also stated that, in the event of such aii 
occurrence happening Avith a country ship, the trade avouUI 
only be stopped so far as that ship w^as concerned ? — Unless a 
man v»as killed, then I think the Avhole trade would he stopped. 

2829. Do the vessels which tjike out cotton and other arti- 
cles from India to China return witli J'ull cargoes IVom C’liina b) 

India ? — Aiwa} s, 1 believe, 'fhere may liap[>en instances AAdien 
they do not, but i ha^ c always known tiieni to go full : and no 
doubt a great trade might be curried on by British ships in flie 
same way ; they Avould do it much more econoniically thay the 
country ships. * 

2830. When you made a vdyage from India to Canton, did 
the license Avhicli you obtained give you the power of touching 
at any ports Avhich are not intermediate between the port in 
India and Canton ? — I suppose so* 

2831. Should you have considereth yourself as empowered l)y 

the license you obtained hi India to bring tea from Can tonjn 
tlie countrA^ tj-adt?, and to have carried that tea to a porCAvhich 
Aias not interm edi’iy.e bet ween the tAAo places, such as Mauri- 
tius, for e^£y[nplc ?~|-If it was out of the direct course J should 
not have gone .there. * • 

* * ‘2q 
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9 Mar. 1830. 2832. In case of the interruption of the trade, would it re- 

quire a very large number of junks to bring tea enough to Sin- 

Iluichhl^son supply of Europe ? — A much larger number 

than now come, and it could not be immediately done. Tlic 
junks are large vessels, but as it now takes twenty to twenty- 
three Indiamen, of 1200 to 1300 tons each, to bring us tea 
every year, and as only six or seven junks visit Sincapore yearly, 
their number must be much increased before they could bring 
suffic'ient tea in case the trade with China was interrupted. I 
do not, however, myself think any such interruption is to be 
apprehended, as I have always understood the Chinese govern- 
ment is as anxious to obtain the duties levied upon the tea 
there as ours is to obtain the duty upon it here. 

2833. What number of junks have you ever seen at one time 
in the Canton river? — 1 think I have never seen more than two 
of the large size, but the smaller ones are innumerable. 

2834. Do not you think that tho' number of junks that ure 
constantly in the Canton river at all periods of the year would 
afford tonnage sufficient to supply Great Britain with tea for 
one whole season, at any time ?— I have no doubt, if they were 
permitted to go, but I have some doubt whether they Kxiould be 
permitted to go with tea; their object would be suspected, 

Mr. CHARLES EVERETT called in, and examined. 

2835. Yov are a commission merchant ? — I am an American 
commission merchant. 

2836. You have been engaged for eleven years, since the 
year 1818, in purchasing goods for the China market, on ac- 
count of American merchants? — I have. 

2837. How have those goods been principally shipped to 
Canton.? — They have been principally shipped by American 
vessels direct to China. 

2838. Direct from London, or to the United States, and 
there re-shipped ?— Principally direct. Some few have been 
sent to the United States. 

2839. Have you not had in your hands a very considerable 
])ortion,of the American trade in woollens to China from this 
country? — 1 have. 

2840. Were you one of the first agents employed in England 
in this business?— I was. 

2841. In what manner had the Americans formerly made 
th^nr remittances to China? — Principally in specie and opiuni, 
from the United States and elsewhere.' 

2842. Have you with you a statement^ of your animal pur- 
chases of woollen and cotton goods? — I haw an abstract, 
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marked (A), of all the shipments I have made from the year 9 Mar. 1 830. 
1818 to January 1829, and a table marked (B). (, Everett. 

Q xvitness dclivCTcd in ihc samCf nihich uyc cts yoll<ywSi~\ 


(A.) 

ABSTRACT of SHIPMENTS, from 1818 to 1829. 


’ ' ' r 

Ophelia ; 

i 

Packages.' 

Pieces. Canton : j;. s. d. 

s. d. 

July 1818 ....j 

U -i 

1 

58 cloths 

1,136 8 11 

Roxana ; 1 

t 

Boston : 


Sept. 1818 

4 ‘ 


67!>18 3 

.^ugusta : 1 

i 

^ Gibraltar & Canton 


July 1819 ! 

68 ' 

1,344 bombazetts 3,662 5 6 



1 1 

20 camlets 144 2 0 



1 

/D 1 

1,500 long ells ... 4,607 14 0 


• 

33 

200 cloths 1,718 5 0 

10,132 6 6 

Ophelia : 


Canton : 

• 

m 

Dec. 18H) ... 

8 

80 camlets 585 3 0 



264 

1,824 cloths 15,170 4 8 



10 

200 long ells ... • 561 0 0^ 

• 

16,316 8 5 

Robt. Eel wards ; 


Canton : 

* 

March 1820... 

286 

2,867 camlets 20,571 0 5 



50 

1,000 bombazetts 1,641 1^ 8 


* 

141 

2,820 long ells ... 7,865 8 2 

• 

• 

150 

786 cloths 6,518 19 7 



2 

100 cottons 191 5 2 

m 



• 

36,788 9 0 

Canton Packet: 


Gibraltar & Cqnton : 


May 1820 

100 

1,000 camlets,,... . 7,042 8 8 



205 

4,100 bombazetts 9,139 6 6 



6 

24 clrths 208 15 10 



i) 

180 long eys-... 505 6 10 


, 

80 

1,388 cottons 2,492 5 0 

* 



i 

19,388 2 10 

Ilouqua : 


Canton : 


July 1820 

180 

3,600 bofnbwetts 8,333 2 * 8 




839 camlets 5', ^86 14 10 


m 

J 54 

1,080 long ells ... 3,074 18 2 


p 

^ 117 • 

i 702 cloths 5,330 18 4 



1 20 

' 2,000 cottons 1,378 13 9 


• • 

• 

; , 

23,604 7 9 


(CoTiimu 
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AiJgu>ta : 

Pat kages. 

Pieces,. Canton ; 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 



Nov. 1^20 ... 

2l> 

670 cottons 

. 1,766 

6 

5 







554 

4,540 camlets 

.30,277 

9 

2 







1.30 

2,700 bombazetts 

5,927 

10 

7 







.3.30 

1,982 cloths 

.17,169 

13 

6 




P 



74 

1,480 long ells .. 

. 4,159 

17 

8 







20 

sundries .. 

. 557 

7 

5 





J 







59,858 

4 

9 









— 


— 

139,639 

4 

(’oxU’lia . 


Canton : 









Jan. IH21 

305 

7,235 cottons 

. 8,156 

7 

8 







23 

238 camlets 

. 868 

7 

5 









- _ 

__ 

- 

9,024 

15 

1 



Nautilus : 


Canton ; 









April 1^21 ... 

113 

1,125 camlets 

, 7,817 

12 

2 







130 f 

2,600 bombazetts 

7,084 

17 

i 







177 

3,540 long ells .. 

. 9,394 

17 

6 







552 

,3,570 clqjhs 

.33,927 

16 

4 







227 ' 

6,800 cottons 

. 7,967 

2 

1 







32 

siindf ics . 

. 1,741 

6 

2 







* 


— 

- 

-- 

6,793 

11 

4 



OplioJin : 


Canton : 









Aug. 1821 ... 

16’9 

5,836 cottons 

. 8,836 

19 

7 







20 

400 bonibazeits 

1,090 

18 

5 







r. 

100 long ells .. 

. 321 

14 

o 







150 

1,500 camlets 

. 9,959 

17 

6 







50 : 

sundries .. 

. 3,023 

0 

0 







: i 




- 

j 23,232 

9 

8 

190,190 

16 

Claiissa ' 

i 

llatavia : 




1 

1 



JMiuch 1822... 

172 

, 8,590 cottons 

8,154 

17 

] 







, 2fl 

1 240 cloths 

.. 1,770 

9 

6 

i 






20 

! 400 long^ ells .. 

.. 957 

1 

6 







: 32 

sundries 

.. 2,469 

.9 

4 

i 






1 


— 


— 

1.3,351 

17 

5 



Canton I’acki't : 


1 Canton : 









Sept. 1822 ... 

230 

1 2,300 camlets 




1.5,116 

5 

0 





1 

s 



— 


— 

28,468 

2 

Levant ; 











March 1823... 

50 

500 camlets..... 

. 2,972 12 

8 







I 240 

1 4,800 long ells .. 

. 8,209 

3 

‘ 3 







48 

i 2,730 oottons 

. .5,705o 3 

0 ' 







7G 

i 586 cloths 

. 5,4,>9 

6 

10 

( 






40 

, sundries .. 

. 2,089 

19 

2 






j 



— 



24,436 

4 

11 



Augusta : 


• tCanton : 




i 





May 182.3 ... 

291 

5,820 long cl Is .. 

J2,41.3‘ 

7 

0 

1 







1,770 cloths 

. 9,352 12 

6 







; 

5,284 cottons 

. 7,485 

16 

8 




1 

1 


i 


100 tons iron .. 

. 1,181 

14 

4 




j 


1 

138 i 

sundries 

. .5,637 

15 

2 1 









(CoiilULitai) 
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London Packet: 

Packages. 

" * 

Pieces. Boston : 

.i*. 

s. 

1 

d. i 


9. 

d. 

July 1823 ... 

50 

1,000 long ells ... 

2,244 

9 

5 1 





10 

100 camlets ..... 

561 

11 

4 ; 




• 

• 28 

sundries .. 

1,612 

4 

10 1 




Via Liverpool ... 

40 

400 camlets 

2,122 

5 

^ 1 







— 

— 


6,540 

10 

9 

Duxhury : 


Boston ; 





• 


Feb. 1824 ... 

25 

1,148 oamlfts ... 




1,329 

17 

10 

llonqua : 









.Aug. 1824 ... 

392 

23,250 cottons 

21,499 

13 

0 





i8(; 

.3,660 long ells .. 

7,440 

9 

0 





40 

400 camlets .... 

2,430 

11 

8 





391 

2,640 cloths ..... 

.20,.521 

0 

11 





4l 

sundries .. 

1,212 

10 

(> 




• 


• 


— 


53,104 

• 5 

1 

Nautili's : 


Canton : 



• 




Dec. 1824 ... 

150 

1,500 camlets 

. B,72(; 

3 

0 





404 

2,840 cloths 

.23,149 

2 

1 





no 

2,200 long ells .. 

4,224 

4 

4 





559 

28,662 cottons 

.28,085 

18 

8 





177 

sundries .. 

7,061 

12 

.9 







- 

- 


71,217 

0 

10 

London Packet ; 


Boston : 




* 



Feb. 1825 ... 

10 

900 cottons 




443 

0 

0 

Via Liverpool ; 


Boston ; 







April 1825 ... 

81 

6,583 cottons 




5,918 

2 

2 

Ocean : * 


Boston : 







May 1825 ... 

25 

500 long ells ... 



.... 1 

1,047 

11 

0 



1 

1 



— 

1_ 

Houqua ; 


Manilla : 







Feb. 182C ... 

379 

28,087 cottons 

.22;525 

19 

2 






20 

220 cloths 

. 2,059 

17 

2 





5 

100 long ells .. 

. 206 

0 

0 





5 

50 camlets 

. 350 

0 

0 





2 

50 bombazetts 

145 

9 

2 

• 



* 

17 

sundries .. 

. 1,826 

17 

10 









— 


27,114 

3 

4 

Nautilus : 


Caryion : 







March 1826... 

206 

2,060 camlets...!. 

.13,105 

17 

0 





363 

2,208 cloths 

.29,02(/ 

2 





. 

448 

20,890 cottons 

.23,192 

1 

4 ! 

« 




90 

1,800 bombozetts 

5,120 

6 

6 j 




» 

7S 

sundries . . . 

. 6,927 

4 

2 1 






j 

* 


— 

- ; 

77,365 

11 

6 


£. s. d* 


1 (J7,048 1 4 


I 

I 125,081 3 9 


7,408 13 2 


( About 
\Alue of the car- 
^ocs of tbe Nau- 
^tilus and Ilou(,?ia 

( were purchased 
in 1925, and the 
shipment delayed 
until 182G. 


{(onlLHUcd) 



296 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS 


Milo: 

July 1826 . 


Danube '■ 

Aug. 182C . 


Milo : 

Aug. 1827 . 


Houqua ; 

Sept. 1827 . 


Dorchester : 
Feb. 1828 . 

Augubti : 
April 1828 


Nautilus ; 

July i828 . 


Packages. 

1 

Pieces. Canton; £. s. d. 1 

1 

£. s, d* 1 

483 

3,020 cloths 20,699 2 2 

1 

100 

2,000 long ells ... 3,941 10 6 | 

i 

40 

4,000 cottons 1,290 4 9 1 

1 

. 1 


— ; 

25,930 17 5 ' 


Canton : ; 


55^i 

3,588 cloths 23,881 8 6 ; 


20 

200 camlets 1,200 0 0 


289 

12,528 cottons 9,543 13 1 


2ir 

sundries ... 3,209 14 3 



- 

37,835 0 10 


Canton : 

— 

204 

11,258 cottons 11,990 8 1 


50 

500 camlets 4,3.33 12 2 


84 

508 cloths 3,219 16 11 


13 

sundries ... 1,441 18 4 



— 

20,985 15 6 


(Canton ; 


399 

32,690 cottons 17,629 8 1 


70 

700 camlets 3,802 19 10 


16 

sundries ... 3,278 12 8 



— 

24,711 0 7 


Boston ; 

----- - 

7 

sundries 

1 ■ 

2,025 8 0 


^ Canton ■ 


140 

7,000 cottons 7,116 17 2 


120 

1,200 camlets 6,376 2 6 


24 

sundries ... 2,697 19 2 



'' 

i 16,190 18 10 


Canton ; 

1 

1 ' 

150 

1,500 camlets 7,808 2 6 


‘ 196 

1,300 cloths l.^,8.35 4 0 


45 

900 bombazetts 1,838 17 6 



2,000 long ells 3,347 6 6 i 


142 

10,095 cottons...... 6,414 2 11 


92 

sundries ... 3,021 11 6 



♦ * * * 

33,265 4 11 


14,3‘?2 \ Packages* 


d 


168,245 13 1 


45,696 16 1 


51,481 11 9 

762,118 4 1 


i * . • • 


Loudon, March htli, 1830. 


Charles Everett. 



^B.) TABLE showing the Quantities of each Article and Amount Shipped. 
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298 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS ; 

9 Mar. 1R.30. These statements show' the amount and dates of tlie sliipnicnts 

by each vessel, also the quantities and value of several leading 

Mr. C. Everett, ^^tjcles ; distinguishing the amount of cottons, woollens, and 
sundry other goods. I have purposely omitted giving informa- 
tion respecting any new articles pre[)ared by me for the China 
market, as it might prove injurious to those concerned ; and 
although 1 am not at present engaged in continuing the exten- 
sive trade I have been instrumental in opening for the manu- 
factur*es of this country, I wish to avoid doing any thing against 
tlie interest of my late cmploycKS. 

2843. What was the greatest year ? — The greatest year was 
J82fi ; but I would remark that of the amount that year, part of 
the goods were purchased, and they were intended for ship- 
ment in 1825, but were detained here in consequence of a 
failure; the amount was £168,215. 

2844. What was the amount in the year 1825? — £7,408. 1 

should^say thatraboiit £80,000 of thq goods exported in 1826 
Ihirly belonging to 1325. 

2845. Will y(hi state the amount ol‘ each year? — 



£. 


d. 

In 181R 


7 

2 

1819 

26,448 

14 

11 

1820 


4 

4 

1821 

100,190 

16 

1 

1822 

28,468 

o 


182:i 

6 7^04 8 

1 

1 

182<l..: 

125,681 

.8 

11 

1 825 


15 

2 

1820 


15 

I 

1«27 


16 

1 

1828 

51,481 

11 

9 


.£r(;2,nR i i 

2846. What is tfic aggregate amount of tlie eleven years ? — 
£762,118. 4^. h/. 

2847. Can yon stale the aggregate an»oiintof each descri[)tion 
cf ^vjiwlcP — 13y referring to Statement (B) you wall find that of' 
woollen cloths the quantity was £231,822. :is. Or/.; of camlets, 
£152,088. 16a. 7c/. 

2818. Is the camlet all woollen ? — Yes, the camlets are all 
w oollen. ^ Ol’ long ells, which are also woollens, £74,521. IOa. ; 
of cottons £207,784. 9^. 10c/.: and of sundry other articles, 
£95,000. 15.9. 2c/. 

2849. Have you also a stjitCKicnt of the number of pieces of 
goods of different descriptions, and the jwogressive diminution 
in past years ? — Statement (B) shows the nuniber of pieces 
of the different descriptions. I have also ‘a paper, ntarked ((.’), 
which shows the value of scvChil articles at different periods, 
from 1820 to 1830, when compared with 182^. ^ * 

[77o’ .v/Vr/fsA flriivrrrc/ in i hr same . xdiich is as follows 
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(C.)— -A STATEMENT showing the Value of J.ong Cloths^ CaTrdetSy and 9 Mar, 1830. 
Ifroad CiolhSf at diflorent Periods^ compared with 1820. "■ '■ 

C. Everetts 


Cotton Long Cloth.s, 


In 1821j, ..were less per cent. 24 to 5 

1F«2 ditto ... 5 — 74 

1823 ditto ... 10 — 15 

1824 ditto ... 20 — 25 

1825 ditto ... 124 — 15 

1826* ditto ... 30 — 3.5 

1827 ditto ... 35 — 40 

1828 ditto ... 40 — 45 

1829 ditto ... 45 — 50 

1830 are* ditto ... 474 — 50 

Camlets. 

In 1821 .were less per cent. 5 

1H22 ditto ... 10 

1823.. ... ditto ... 12J to 15 

1824 ditto ... 15 — 20 

1825 !.... ditto ... 10 —'124 

1826 ditto ... 174 — 20“ 

1827 ditto ... 25 — ** 30 

1828 ditto ... 30 — 33 

1829 ditto ... 374 — 40 

1830.. .. are ditto ... 42 — 45 

Broad Cloths, suitable for the China Trade. 

In 1821 were less per cent. 5 to 74 

1822 ditto ... 7K — 10“ 

1823 ditto ... " 10 

1824 ditto ... '124 — 15, 

1825 ditto ... 5“— ,10 

1820 ditto ,. .35 — 40 

1827 ditto ... * 40 — 42 

1828 ditto ... 42 — 45 

1829 ditto ... 45 — 47 

1830 are ditto ... 45 — ^ 50 


It appears from the above, that nearly double the quantity of goods may 
be bought at the present prices for tlie sum paid in 1820 ; therefore, to form 
a correct estimate of the trade with China# it will be requisite to compare 
witli the quantities, and not the amount shipp^. 

Long ells are 55 )»or cent, lower than ij;i 1820. 

London, March 8tli, 1830. Charles 

2850. Has there been a regular decrease in price froiu, 1820 

to the present time ? — Excepting the year 1825, when there 
was a small advance. * • ’ • t 

2851. Therefore the increase in the quantity of goods ex- 

ported would be much more than would appear upon the in- 
crease of the value ? — My calculations are from 1820 to this 
date. £100 at the present time wmiild buy. twice as many goods 
as it would in 1820. * 

2852. Hawe you any doubt, from the experience yOu have 
had, that if the existing restrictions were removed, the trade to 
Cliina innBritish nranufactures might be materially increased? 
— I have no doubt the trade might be increased to a very con- 

2 j{ 



Mr. C. Everett. 


300 EVJDENCK ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

9 Mar. 1830. siderable extent by pmper management, if tlie restrictions were 
removed. 

^853. Have you found the trade in l^ritish woollens with 
Canton a profitable trade ? — I am not able to answer that 
question fully, as I have not known what the goods have actually 
brought; but I suppose, from general inforniatr6n, they liave 
been profitable, as the shipments being continued is the strongest 
proof, that can be offered. " 

2854. Do you consider that the American trade in woollens 
has been generally profitable ?^I do. 

2855. To what do you attribute that, when the Committee 
hear from the East- India Company that their trade in woollens 
has been a losing trade ? — I cannot account for the East-lndia 
Company’s losing money on woollens. 

28.56. Are the woollens which have been generally sent out 
by the American traders of a different description, or of a 
superibr quality, to those sent out by the East-lndia Company? 
—I can only arjswer for what T purchased myself ; some of the 
articles have been superior to the East-lndia Company’s. 

2857. Have you ever bought any of the rejected cloths of the 
East-lndia Company ? — Not for many years, excepting a few 

• pieces ; I speak of cloths only, 

2858. Have you any reason to suppose, from what you have 
heard from your American correspondents, that they experience 
any difficulty in carryhig on the trade at Canton ? — I do not 
understand that there is any difficulty in carrying it on. 

2859. And that so long as you were connected with it, they 
made it, upon the whole, a generally profitable trade ? — I believe 
so. 

2860. Has that trade fallen off lately ? — The trade in manu- 
factured goods has been continued lately by the house of Baring 

andCon’ipany. 

2861. Has the trade decreased or not lately ? — I believe that 
it has increased the lasf yeai*. 

^02. Can you state as to the two preceding years? — 1 
should think it had increased, as considerable quantities have 
gone from Liverpool, shipped on account of another party, 
since 18,21, by William an'a< James Brown and Company- 

2863. Is it within your knowledge that the trade has in- 
creased ? — I refer you to my statements, (A) and (B), respect- 
ing the shipment of woollens and cottons. 

2864. Have you a statement of the export of foreign woollens, 

cottj;>ns, and metals from the United States to China? — Yes, I, 
have ; if Is drawn up from an official document, priced by order 
of Congress, for the years 1827 and 1828, ending the 30th of 
September in each year. , 

[The ivitness delwved in the smnej •(vltichnms rend .*) 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


301 


AN ACCOUNT of the Value of Foreign and Domestic Woollens, Cottons, y Mar. 1030. 

and Metals, exported from the diilerent Ports of the United States of 

America, in the years ending the 30th of September 1827, and 30th of Mr. C. Everett, 
September 1828; extracted from a General Statement respecting -the 
InSport and Export of Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, printed by order 
rf Congress, lOWi J^'ebruary 18SJy. 


i 

1 

\ m 

1 t 

1827. 1 1828. 

! 


Forftgn. 

i " ' i 

American. ■ Foreign. American, j 

! Woollens i 

19,264 

— 1 7,210 — 

Cottons, white and coloured... 

76,274 

9,388 ! 304,789 14,981 

: Cotton twist 

— 

— ! 3,574 

Iron in pigs, bars, and bolts ... 

3,398 

4,250 14,885 — 

Copper in pigs and sheets ^ 

4,114 

— 1J,819 

i Tin plates 

3,570 

— 2,056 , — 

1 Lead 

• 

1 

178,131 

— €9,051 • 

• 

Value in dollars 

284,751 

13,638 313,384 14,981 

• 


2865. Has any cotton-twist been sent from this country 
through you ?— A small quantity some years ago, 

2866. Has any been sent lately? — I believe k has been 

sSliipped lately, but not by m e. • 

2867. Have you acted for houses in ’this country ? — I have 
acted under the direction of houses in this country, but for 

account of American houses. 

• ^ 

2868. Have you been employed by the house of Baring and* 
(Company ? — t was employed by Bates and Baring, now belong- 
ing to the house of Baring and Comply. 

2869. Do you know whether other* persons besides yourself 
have been employed as agents for purchseses of this de scriptip n,? 
— I understand that Barings themselves have been purchasing 
goods for four vessels ; three of them have gone in 1829. •! can 
state the names of the vessels f the Milo, from London ; the 
New England, from Liverpool; and* the Margaret Forbes, from 
London. ’ There is another cargo in the London Docks. 

2870. Were you employed in selecting any part of those car- 
goes ? — No. ^ 

2871. Were you employed in 1859 by any other persons in 
•the selection of cargoes for China? — Ncf, excepting a ^all 
amount, whi«h Tsuppose went by the New England. 

2872. Do you conceive the variation in the amount of exports 
in diff’erenf years tlTat you have stated, to have arisen from the 
variation in tht amount of>lhe trade itself, or merely from a varia- 
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9 Mar. 1830. ti’on in your agency, for that trade? — I purchased during the 
— ~ years mentioned the whole of the goods that the parties had 

Mr, C. Everett, England, excepting about £8,000 of woollens, and £2,000 
of tottons. 

2873. You do not think they have bought an^y thing through 
any other channel ? — Not any thing, except ab($ut £8,000 of 
woollens and £2,000 of cottons. 

2874. Have not there been other houses shipping. for American 
account to China, besides tho^e who had employed you in the 
selection of their goods ? — I have informed you that some goods 
went through Messrs. Browifs of Liverpool, for another party; 
that house and my employers are^the two principal parties con- 
cerned in the trade from this country to China. 1 know of no 
others of much importance. 

2875. You have stated, that you have upon some occasions 
bought goods refused by the Company ; were those refused by 
the C6mpany on account of the quality, or that they did hot 
want any more ,of that description of goods ? — I have bought 
very few rejected goods, except the article of IcKig ells : those 
were rejected for being a little light in weight, or any other point 
which does not exactly come up to the Company’s standard. If 
a long ell is too Jiney it would not weigh enough, and of course 
wouul be rejected, so that we may select the best goods from 
the rejected ones. 

2876. Do you consider that the long ell is the worse for the 
China market f^r being too fine ?— No, I consider it much better. 

2877. Do you consider yourself able to make a better selec- 
tion of goods for the China market than the £ast-India Com- 
pany ? — That would be too much for me to presume. 

* 2878. Do you know how the Company purchase their gdods ? 
— They generally purchase by contract, which is Viot an advan- 
tageous way of purchasing;. 

2879. In the course of making your purchases, have you found 
the Com pany in your way in the same description of goods that 
you \^fere looking for ? — No. I have known that when the Com- 
pany offer a contract, say for camlets, or any particular descrip- 
tion of goods, there has been a meeting of the manufacturers, 
and they have fixed the pric© at which they should tender at, and 
I have met with the same difficulty myself in making purchases. 
When it tms hiovon that I wanted a large quantity, I found that 
the manufacturers sometimes combined to hand me a price ; and 
I have had considerable diffii:ulty in counteracting the effects of 
combinations, not op\y in purchasing the article itself, but in 
every part of the finishing. 

2880. Is not that the etfect of any large purchaser going into 
the market at any time ? — It vvould be the effect if known. The 
Company give public tenders^ ; but if 1 go into the niarKet, I can 
take care the (juantity that I wish to purchase is not know^n. 
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2881. Are you not of opinion that, practically considering 9 Mar. 1830. 

the mode in which the Company make their purchases, you ~~ 
make your purchases upon more favourable terms ? — I have good ^ ‘ 

reasons to suppose that my goods were purchased cheaper than 

the Company^ 

2882. Art* the Americans desirous of purchasing finer goods 
than what are purchased by the East- India Company ? — When 
1 had'the management of it, my object was to get better goods 
than the Coinpany’s, and in most articles I have succeeded. 

2883. You think, upon a gdberal average, your goods are of 
at least as good quality as those of the India Company? — Yes 
they have been proved so. • 

2884. In their respective kinds?— Yes. I must except one 

article ; I should think the Company's long ells were superior to 
those I sliipped. • 

2885. Is the Company’s mark ever used in any way by the 
Americans — The Company’s mark I never uso on the putside 
packages. We have copied the manner of packing and the 
making-up of the goods, and the number ^f pieces in tiie 
package, but there is never any mark on the bales, at least not 
oft late years, which would appear like the Company’s. 

2886. Arc the Committee to understand that the quantity of 
goods exported from America to Canton are altogether g^^ods * 
exported from this country on American account ? — It is possible 
that some of the articles included in those may have been 
shipped from this country on English account. • 

2887. You have stated that the Company’s lohg ells are better 
than the long ells you have purchased ;* could not you get as 
good long ells ? — I consider that they have had them dyed and 
finished rather superior than what I have don^. I could cer- 
tainly procure the same, or even better quality than the Com* 
pany’s, if it Vere required. 

2888. Do you think that an advantage on the part of (he 

Company ?— The quantity of long ellk we have shipped is very 
small in comparison with theirs. • 

2889. When did the Americans begin to export British'manu- 
factures to Canton ? — In 1818 I commenced the business* 

2890. Can you state any reason why tbe^: did not do so before? 

— It was because the prices were too high to execute the orders 
that were sent for them ; there was a small quantity of goods 
purchased in England and afterwards returned to the United 
States from China as unsaleable^ in consequence of the quality 
not being suitable for the market. * 

2891. In what years have you known die woollens returned 
from China?' — ^T3etween 1816 and 1817. 

2892. Arc you aware of whdt the mark on the Company’s 
cloths is ?*— Yes ; I do not know exactly what they put on the 
bales', a divided heai’il, P believe, and some letters. 
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9 Mar. 1830, 2893. Did you in the goods you have shipped put on a mark 

resembling it ? — I may hiive done so many years back. 

Mr. (. hverett. 2894. Since 1818 have you done it? — It is barely possible; 

the few first shipments I recollect were marked with a mark some- 
^^liat similar to the Company’s. .. * 

2895. Have you done so in the later sliipments ?' — No. 

2896. How long have you discontinued it ? — I can hardly 
recollect. I am speaking of the outside packages; in the inside 
packages we have in some degree- imitated the Company, but it 
is not the same. 

2897. Did you try to assimilate your mark to that of the Com- 
pany’s for the purpose of making it appcar'that they were Com- 
pany’s goods? — It was necessary to have them marked in that 
way, that they might be known as that description of goods, to 
give them a greater currency. 

2898. Why dtid you discontinue the j)ractice?— By the orders 
of my employers. 

s2899. Do you 'know whether the goods are marked in the 
same manner that are sent from America ? — I do nbt know. 

2900. Were they supposed to fetch a higher price in China in 
^ consequence of that mark ? — I do not know what the reason was 

for putting it on. 

2901. But you had been desired to make it similar?-^! acted 
according to directions. ,, 

2902. Wefe not you desired to make those marks as near as 
possible to the Company’s mark ? — In respect to the manner of 
packing and marks on tlie goods, I was. The cloths bought by 
me are very different from the Company’s, they measure two to 
five yards longer.* I have not for five or six years marked a 
[iackage any way like the East-India Company’s. 

2903. Before thaV, was it not the practice to do so ? — In the 
first few' shipments it was aistoinary to do so, but I have not 
done it for many years. 

J> «d you ever d<f that for Barings and Company ? — No ; 

I should have said it was Bates and Baring that I did business 
for. * 

2905. You Jiave stated that you thought the cloths you bought 
were better than those of tfie East-India Company ; if that be 
so, what interest could you have in packing them in the same 
manner as those of the East-India Company? — Because the 
Chinese have been accustomed see them in that manner. 

2906. If your cloths were of a superior quali, ty, would not 
that Hliavi^ been better shown by not imitating the East-India ' 
Company ? — I always thought so myself, but my correspondents 
thought otherwise. 

2907. You stated that in,thc course of eleven year^>'*you have 
exported manufactured p^oods for A^ncJKcaji houses ttr the 
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amount of £702,118; do you know whether to those American yMar. 1830. 
houses it was a losing or an advantageous trade ?— I have no : — ; 

doubt it was an advantageous trade, ^ * Ennrtt, 

2908. Were there many of those houses interrupted in the 
course of their affairs afterwards ? — The principal part of those 
purchases wete for one house, who are now very rich. 

2909. What is their name ? — Perkins and Company, residing 

at Boston ; one of the partners is here now. ^ 

2910. Which ?— Mr. Cushing. 

2911. Are not they supposed to have made their fortune in 
the China trade ? — There is no doubt of it. 

,2912. Have you any means of knowing who they traded with 
in China, whether the outside merchants or the Hong mer- 
chants? — Principally, I believe, with Howqua and Manh^>. 

291.S. What is the general agency charge in this business? — 

I have received one and a quarter per cent, commission on the 
pu*rchase. * * * 

2914*. Is that all you receive? — Yes. , 

2915. Do jfou know whether the house of Perkins is looking 

wiUi anxiety to the decision of the question, whether it shall still 
be a monopoly trade or an open one? — I understand that they 
are about giving it up, ^ 

2916. Why ?— I cannot answer for that reason ; tliat is what 
they tell me. 

2917. Do not Perkins and Company *stili continue traders? 

— Yes. • 

2918. But this particular branch of trade, you understand, 
they are intending to give up? — That is what I have heard. 

29^9. Do you know that Mr. Cushing has made a large for- 
tune and has retired from business ? — Mr. Cushing is worth per-^ 
haps £500,0(Jt), and is retiring from business; he hasjbeen the 
acting partner in China for about twenty-five years, , 

2920. Have yov. opened any corr&pondence with any new 
American house in consequence of Perttin’s house in tending 
give up the trade ? — No, 

2921. Have not you heard that the house of Perkirw and 
Company owe their chief fortune to the opium trade ? — To the 
China trade ; the opium trade* is, of bourse, included in€t. 

2922. From your knowledge of the trade, as far as you have 
been employed as a commission agent, are you of opinion, that 
if we^ had as free an intercour^ with China as the Ainercans 
have,* the trade between England anS China would be the prin- 

•cipal trade carried on witli China ? — I havt no doubt it \^;puld 
be very beneficial to England to have a free trade ; but Vbetlier 
it would be the principal trade with China, I cannot tell. 

2923. you tlflnk any other country would be a rival with 
this co 4 intry ih the ex^iovt of /nanufactured goods to China ? — 
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9 Mar. 1830. No, decidedly not at present. But the Germans are improving 
in their manufactures, and may soon rival yours in woollens, 

Mr. 6’. Everett, ^^]egg your ports are opened for the produce of the Continentj 
so as to equalize the price of provisions. And if 3 ^ou would ad- 
mit American flour, Arc. it would greatly increase the export of 
goods to the United States as well as to China, ard by advanc- 
ing the prices of their broad stuffs, complete the overthrow of 
their cotton and woollen factory. 

29i‘4>, Is there any nation now that rivals the British in 
the China trade? — Not that .! am aware of, excepting the 
Americans. 

2925. Do they rival the English trade now ? — Certainly 
they do. 

2926. To any great extent ? — There is no doubt they are car- 
rying "jn a very large trade with China. 

2927. Is any other trade with China equal to the English 
trade? — Not in manufactured goods, ‘certainly. 

' Mr. ABI^AHAM DIXON called in and examined. 

Aft\ A, Tiivon, 2928. You are a foreign commission agent residing at Leeds ? 
— Yes. 

. 2j|^29. In what other lines of business have you been em- 

ployed ? — I have resided in Leeds about two years ; seven years 
previous I resided in Huddersfield, in the same line of business. 

2930. Did you evei carry on business as a Black well-hall 
factor and merrhant? — From the year 1795 to the year 1822 I 
resided in London, and during the whole of that time was en- 
gaged in the business of a Blackwell-hall factor and merchant. 

2931. What is a Blackwell-hall factor? — An agent for the 
,sale of cloth mahufactured in the West of England. 

2932. During any portion of that time were yov interested in 

a concern in Yorkshire, for the manufacture and dyeing ol‘ 
edarse cloth for the use of the army and the East-India Com- 
pany ? — I was. ^ 

29SS".' Have you had any dealings with the East-India Com- 
pany in cloths ? — From the year 1795 to 1807 I was clerk with 
a Blackwell-hall factor, who elso was connected in the same 
trade ; and from 1807 to^ip22 1 carried on business myself, in 
conjunction with other parties, as a Blackwell-hall factor and 
merchant, and also up to the end of 1825. 

2934. With what articles of woollen have you been in the 
habit of supplying the East-India Company ? — All the different 
kinds of cloths ; the^v buy superfine or Spanish stripes, white and 
stripe lipt cloths, medley cloths, and kerseymeres. 

2935. Do you consider that there are* any other descriptions 
of cloths, besides those exported by the East-India Company, 
which are suited to tlio China market ? — ForniSriy, to my 
kno>\ lodge, a fine and stoutt'r dorcriptioic of olotlis was sent 
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the Russians to China, which I occasionally supplied to mer- 9 Mar. 1830. 

chants in St. Petcrsbiirgli and Moscow; also a coarser and 

finer description of* cloth than what the East-India Company 
generally send out to China, is sent out by the Americans. . 

^2\)36. Do you believe, from any circumstances within your 
knowledge, tjjia\ the very coarsest descriptions of cloths might 
be exported to China with advantage? — 1 believe, from the 
inform^ition I have bad from Americans and others, and also 
from the evidence that was given before the House of Commons 
by Mr. Grant, and also by Mr. Jiloberts, in 1821, that the very 
coarsest description of cloth that is manufactured in this coun- 
try, which can be dyed the colour that is required in China, 
would be saleable to ap greatet extent than an}^ other descrip- 
tion of woollen in that country ; for both those gentlemen 
stated, that the bulk of the Chinese have it not in their 
power to purchase the cloth which the Company send out, 
and for that reason I should suppose the coarsest cloth would 
b^ the most suitable, • • , 

2937. Do you know any thing of the nature and extent of 
the trade in woollens carried on by Arneriedhs between tltis 
country and China ? — Yes, I do. 

^938. What are the descriptions of woollens chiefly sent out 
by the Americans ? — The same sort sent out by the East-India 
CompanY ; also a fine and stouter cloth, and also a coarser^ and 
a lower priced cloth. 

2939. In the finer descriptions of cloths, do you conceive 
that the article sent out by the American mejclfhnts is equal 
to that sent by the East-India Company,? — They send a consi- 
derable quantity of better quality than the East-India Company 
send out. 

29»10, Is that wdiich they send of the same tlescription of an 
equal quality with what the Company send? — Yes, indeedr 
exactly the same. • 

2941. Do they obtain it as cliea^? — I believe they do ; aiid 
I may say perhaps more correctly, tlia^they obtain it cheaper. 

2942. Do you consider that they have any greater rucllLtie>, 

and what are those facilities ? — The principal advantage that 
the Americans have over the East-India Company is, in iiaving 
the cloths from Leeds, where tl^y are dyed a great deal 
cheaper than in London. • 

2943. Have they also any advantages resulting from late im- 
provements in the manufacture, which the East-India Company, 
by their mode of proceeding, ai% debarred from possessing 

j Very considerable improvements have made in the manu- 
facture of fine<;loth at Leeds of late years, all of wliich tlie 
Americans have the advantage of, whilst the East-India Com- 
pany are^debarreyl from it, from the nature of* their contracts 
and the mot\e in which they purcha^io their cloth. 

• • j ^ 
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9 Mar. 1830. 2944. Will you state in what mode the East-India Company 

make their purchases of cloths ? — Always by tender and con- 

tract. 

2945. Do you consider that to be an advantageous mode of 
dealing? — No, I do not. In consequence of the objectionable 
clauses which are in those contracts, the parties-tendering tor 
the cloth, in order to save themselves, must make an addition 
to the price, in order to cover the rejections which they are 
subject to, and other inconveniences and expenses M'hich they 
are at. 

294G. Is the decision of the overlooker of the Company upon 
the goods which are sent up final, or is there any appeal from 
it ? — There is no appeal whatever from it. 

2947. Where is the objection made when the goods are sent 
to Lolidon ? — In London, by the overlookers employed by the 
East-India Company. 

2946. Then* t!ie goods are sent ' up, and if they are not 
strictly in accordance with the terms of the contract, they are 
rejected in London ?— -They are. 

2949. The manufacturer then incurs the expense of their 
transfer to London ? — Yes. 

2950. Is there any difficulty in obtaining a sale for rejected 
cloths ? — Sometimes there is a difficulty, at other times not ; it 
dei)ends upon the nature of the demand. Formerly the rejec- 
tions of tlyi fiast-India Company were sold to the Mogadore 
jews, and nearly altogether used for that trade ; but lately a 
considerable quantity dias been sold to private traders trading 
to India and to China. 

2951. Is there also an inconvenience tirising from the mode 

.of conducting ^business by the East-India Company, from 
their goods being; transmitted through agents in -London, and 
an additional expense incurred by the commission paid to them ? 
— Certainly, that adds to the expense of the goods. During the 
time I was engaged in lousiness in London, the charge for such 
businccic three per cent., which was charged to the manu- 
acturers for delivering the goods and attending to the neces- 
sary business. a 

2952. ^ Were there any other fees to be paid ? — There were 
fees also paid at the India House. 

2953. Can you state the amount of those ?— The proportion 
of the fees is different ; sometimes they were 6d, per cloth, but 
sometimes the fees are Is. and even 2^. per piece. 

2954. ^ In the rejection of their cloths you stated that the 
overlooker’s decision was final; is that decision ofven made on 

I trifling grounds?— I have undvirstood that the overlookers have 
strict orders to attend to ^he contract, whicn states,^ in speak- 
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ing af the fine cloths, that each cloth must weigh thirty-two 9 Mar. 18;<0. 

pounds, and that if it is under that weight he has a power of 

rejecting it. 

2955. Then, though the rejection must be according to the 
strict letter of the contract, it still may be on very vexa- 
tious grounds^to the manufacturer? — Certainly. 

2956. Is it the case to such a degree, that manufacturers 
generally exhibit a decided preference for dealing with any other 
customer ratHer than the East-India Company ? —It is. A great 
many of the most extensive manufacturers in Yorkshire will not 
enter into contracts with the East-India Company, nor supply 
them with cloth under those cpntracts. 

’2957. Supposing the cloth should be short of weight, would 
that be a ground for rejection ? — Certainly. 

29.58. M^ould yqu consider that to be any deterioration ^o the 
(juality of the cloth ? — In making a large quantity of cloths, it is 
im'possible to have them afl exactly the same weight ; some will 
will be a little over and some will be a little under. 

2959. Supflosing a private merchant to take a quantity by 
contract, what would be his practice supposing he found a pro- 
portion under weight ? — He would take it. 

2960. Would he take it without any reduction of price — If 

the differhnee w^as not much, he would take it without any altera- 
tion of price, because if some are a little thinner, others would 
be a little stouter. • 

2961. You consider this, then, to be a vexafious ground of 
rejection on the part of the Company ?— Certainly, 

2962. Yet to this sort of rejection their overlookers arc tied 
dowii by their rules, and they can exercise iw discretion ? — I 
believe not, ^ 

2963. Arc the cloths delivered to the ConSpany dyed or un- 
dyed ? — They are delivered both in tf |lyed and in a white state. 

The West Country cloths are generally delivered white, and the 
Yorkshire generally died. * . 

2964. Are they compelled to be dyed in London ? — Those 
which they receive in a white state are all dyed in London, the 
others are dyed and finished in Yorkshire. 

2965. Is the operation of dyeing more expensive in London 
than it is in the country ? — Much more so. 

2966. In what degree ? — I h^ve a list of the dyeing prices in 
Yorkshire for the principal colours fvhich the East-India Com- 

> pany purchase, and also of the London prices. The London 
price for dy^iing Spani^ striped cloths purple is 2^. d^/.^perVard, 
and in Yorkshire L'. QcL 

2967. f^rc ihosiP the prices ol’ the ju’csenl day? — Yes, at least 
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the last prices which the East-India Company paid, as I am in- 

formed, for dyeing cloth. The price of black is in London 

A Duvn. ill Yorkshire ; for scarlet, London, 2s. Id., Yorkshire 
Is. 'dd.; for mazarine blue, London, Is. 6d., and Yorkshire, 8d. 
J have prepared a detailed statement of the prices of dyeing 
Spanish striped cloths, with the proportions generally required 
of each colour, in a quantity of 6,000 pieces, by the East-India 
Company. 

\^The xioiiness delivered in the same y tvhich is as JcUovos .•] 

PRICKS for DYEING Spanish Str?pe Cloths; with the Proportions ge- 
nerally required of each Colour, in a quantity of (5,000 pieces^ by the 
Kast-lndia Company, 


Pieces. 4 

IjftflO Purple 

|.,5()0 Black ....t 

840 Scarlet (Lac) ... 
720 Mazarine Blue... 
480*Dark Brown ... 

* 420 Light Blue ...... 

I (50* Ash colour 

I 60 Saxon Green ... 

60 ♦Deep lell 4 iw ... 


London Prices. 


I 


Per Piece 
of 34 Yards. 

Per Yard. | 

79s. 

2s. 4d. 1 

19s. 

hi. 

71s. Gd. 

2s. Id. 

51s, Od. 

Is. Gd, 

29s. 

lOd. 

295. j 

lOd. 

19s. 1 

7d. 

— 1 

— 

— i 

— 


Yorkshire Prices. 

Per V'ard. 

1.S'. (jV. 

Ad. 

Lv. hd. 

y>d. 

Vd. 

Hd. 

ll. 

(\d, 

5f/. 


(5,000 


I Popinjay 

j•'*Tea colour 

j Orange.. 


5d. 
hd. 
* 6d. 


I 

I 

I 


*^led 

Emerald Green 

* Ligh t Braw n f. 

Pink according to the shade of colour 


Rose' dj;,to 

Aurora ditto . 

Crimson Lac ditto 

* Cochineal ditto 

♦Scarlet ditto ditto 

Maroon 


M. 

M. 

9d. 

lOcZ. to U. 
do. 

Lv, to Ls‘. 2d. 
D. Gd. to l.v. 9d. 
2s. to 25 . [)d. 
do. 


^ ♦ 

♦ With the exception of these colours, the othens are partly a^id some alto- 
gether dyed wdth materials the produce. lof India. 

'J'he Loudon prices left blank I have not been able ..o proem,:.*; they can 
he f'urni.'ihecl hy the East-lndia Obuipaiiy. 
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2968. Are those the colours that are principally required for 9 Mar. 1830. 

the China market ? — Yes. “ — , 

Mr, A, Dixon, 

2969. Are those cloths that are dyed in the piece, or are any 
of J;hern dyed in the wool ? — They are all dyed in the piece. ‘ 

•2970. Are any considerable portion of the dyes used the pro- 
ducts of Infiia ? — In the list of colours, I observe there are 
about twenty-two which the East-India Company are in the 
habit t)f exporting ; and out of these about fourteen are partly, 
and some wRolly, dyed with materials the products of Inaia. 

2971. Is a large quantity of* Indian Indigo used? — A consi- 
derable quantity. 

' 2972. Are you acquainted with the circumstances of the in- 
troduction, and the progress which has been made in the im- 
provement of the lac dye?~I am, from information I hqye had 
from the dyers and others. I think the introduction of tlie lac 
into this country took place about the year 1812. For some time 
there was a great difficulty in producing a good colour from it ; 
but after repeated experiments, a colour was produced equal, or 
nearly so, to*cochineal in point of brillianc}^ and in point* of 
durability much superior for military purposes. It was found 
that tlic droppings of water from iron did not affect lac scarlet, 
whilst it discoloured the cloth dyed from cochineal ; and gun- 
powder has a much worse effect upon cochineal scarlet, iVhilst 
it has none whatever upon those dyed from lac ; and in conse- 
quence, 1 believe, it is generally preferred for military pur- 
j)Oses, • 

2978. Has this article fallen in price in proportion as it has 
been introduced into the country ? — It is difficult to state the 
fall that has taken place in price, though it has been very con- 
siderable, but the article has been very much improved; indeed, 
a much superior quality is now brought from India than what 
came at first. • , 

2974. Has cochineal dye fallen in^rice also ? — Very much. 

2975. Has the Easi-India Company^cver imported any of this 
lac ? — Very little. 

2976. Do they import any now ? — I believe not foj- many 

years. • 

2977. Is there any considerable ^quantity of it exported from 

this country ? — I understand that about 60,000 pounds weight 
of it is exported annually to Flanders and to Germany- A few 
years ago 1 was in a dyehousc Delph in Holland, where they 
were preparing cloths for Inaia, *and the scarlets were dj^ed 
with lac. • 

2978. Do you know how much is imported into England ? — 

About 7,000 or 8,000 pounds a^mually, in value about £100,000 
sterling. « • 
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EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

2979. Is lac the produce of India ? — It is. 

2980. i^nd brought by the private trader? — It is. 

2981. Can you state when the exportation of British woollens 
in American bottoms to China first commenced ? —In the year 
1817, to the best of my recollection. 

2982. Can you state what the progress has been i>f that trade ? 
—In the year 1818 and 1819 there was imported into Canton 
4,957 pieces of woollens, and in the year 1826 and 1827, which 
is the latest account I have seen, 27,17^ pieces, showing an 
increase of 22,319 pieces in that period. 

2983. What is your authority for that statement ?— I obtained 
this from some parliamentary documents ir my possession. 

2984. Are you aware that in the evidence before the Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords in 1821, it was stated that British 
goods 'were imported into the China market in so trifling a 
degree by the Americans as to be no object of contest ? — 1 
recollect it perfectly well. 

2985. Are you also aware that, within a month after that 
time, the same gentleman who made that 8tatemci*it produced a 
commercial letter from the supercargoes in China, containing 
this passage : “ The very alarming inroad that is now com- 
menced by American speculation into a trade hitherto confined 
to thb Honourable Company, will, it is probable, soon place 
all certain calculation in its economy at defiance ?”—• I recol- 
lect it perfectly well ; it interested me so much that I took a 
copy of it, which 1 have. 

2986. Are yon aware that in the same letter there is contained 
this passage, “ The greatest evil, however, which we are led to 
anticipate from this encroachment is, the death-blow which it 
inflicts upon the ^monopoly hitherto enjoyed by the Honourable 
Company ?” — That I recollect also. 

2987. By whom was the letter received ? — By the East-India 
Cofnpany, and it was prod.nted by Mr. Grant. 

2988. Are you aware that at that time the trade, upon which 
this alarmMg inroad was said to be made, was represented by 
the East-India Company to be a losing trade ? — Yes, I am. 

2989. Have you any means of knowing whether the exporta- 
tion of Bluish woollens by Ihe Americans has decreased or in- 
creased latterly ? — I have no means of knowing positively ; but 
from n)y communications with American merchants and the 
manufacturers in Yorkshire, I am inclined to believe that it is on 
the increase. There is at this time, I believe, one of the largest 
orders that was ever given out at one time in the hands of the 
inanufacttirers in Yorkshire for the American Chitia trade. 

2990. Do you know the amount of that order ? — I do not 
know the amount. 
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2091. Has the East-India Company’s supply of woollens to 
the China trade increased or decreased ?' — From a calculation 
which I have made, it appears that, comparing the imports into 
China for the nine years preceding 1819 with the nine years fol- 
lowing that date, the decrease has been 236,939 pieces of wool- 
lefts, making an annual average decrease of 26,326 pieces. 
The total of fhe first nine years, from 1810-11 to 1818-19, was 
1,821,389; the total of the second nine years, from 1819-20 
to 18^-28, ^was 1,584*, 450 pieces. • 

2992. Is not that decrease yery nearly the amount of what 
has been exported by the Americans ?— In the years 1824 and 
1825 the Americans imported into Canton 23,159 pieces ; in 
1826, 26,977 ; in 1827., 27,176 pieces. In broad cloths imported 
by the East-India Company into Canton, there has been an 
increase of 53,255 pieces in the last nine years ; in long ells, 
there has been a decrease of 262,868 pieces. In worley^ there 
has been an increase of 25,040 pieces ; in camlets, there has been 

ui decrease of 39,970 piectfs. • • 

2993. Can you furnish the Committee with a detailed state- 

ment upon tliis subject ? — I have prepared a statement of die 
cjuantity of woollens of the different sorts imported by the East- 
Inflia C'ompaiiy into Canton in each of the years I have men- 
tioned ; also a statement of the quantity of British woollens 
imported into Canton by the Americans. • 

[_The tvitne.ss delivered in the samcy xvliich are as JblloH):~\ 

STA’^I’EMENT of the Quantity of BRiTi«?if Woollens Imported into 
Canton by the East-India Company. ^ 


WooLi.rNs : 

Pieces. Pieces. 


1810 ; 

1811 \ 

237,103 

1812V... 

242,806 

1813 

...♦. 242,781 

1814 

258,220 

1815 

224,632 

1816 

161,568 

1817 

175,801 

1818 

1.33,761 

1819 

144,717 

1820 

150,254 

1821 

157,401 

1822 

172,320 

1823 

136,768 

1824 

221,814 

1825 

178,701 

1826. 

212,346 

1827 

231,529 

1828 

123,317 


1,584,450 


* Broad 

Cloths : 


Pieces. 

18101 

1811/ V 

. 5,919 

1812 

6,466 

1813 

6,450 

1814 T... 

7,629 

181« 

8,592 

1816* 

8,181 

1817 A 

11,631 

1818 

9,-Kl 

1819 

7,377 

1820 

8,814 

18Cr 

12,171 

1822 

13,32() 

1823 

12,183 

1824 

12,396 

1825 

13,701 

18«6 

19,266 

1827 

20,289 

1828 

12,47i 


Pieces. 


• 71,356 


124,611 


Decrease ii^Nine Yeiys. . 236,939 




Increase in Nine Years. . 53,255 


Avorn^e Annii?d Deereasg. 36, 32J) 


Annnnl Tnerense 5,472 
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1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 
lei'i 
1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 


}■ 


Long Erxs: 

Pieces. 
240,248 

200,000 

200,620 

209,980 

179,520 

128,320 

130,660 

103,400 

118,540 

120,640 

123,000 


Pieces. 


1, .5 11,288 


1823 S. 

1824 ... 

1825 ... 

1826 

1827 ... 
U‘28 .. . 

183,940 

1,248,420 

Decrease in Nine Years. . 

262,868 

•Annual Decrease. , . . 

29,207 

1810 ^ 

. WoRflEYS; 

'I 

•• 

1811 5 ** 
1812 .. . 

3,100 


181.1 .. . 

....... 3,040 


1814 .. 



1815 .. . 

1816 ... 

13,940 

3 360 


1817 .. . 

6^000 


1818 ... 
18*19 ... 

6,000 

4,000 

1. 

*36,960 

1820 .. . 

4,000 

1821 ... 

. 4'000 


Carr jcl forward. , 8,000 

36,960 


Worleys, conflmicd. 

Pieces. 


Brought forward, 

. 8,000 

1822 

/,4,600 

1823 

3.520 

1824 

7,800 

1825 

8,000 

1826 

1l,080 

1827 

14,000 

1828 

6,000 

Increase in Nine Years. . 

Annual Increase .... 

Camlets : 

1810 1 

IHII \ 

18,750 

1812 

22,340 

1813 

22 020 

1814 

23,010 

1815 

20,000 

1816 

1 l,:i90 

1817 

13,890 

1818 

14,251' 

1819 

12,000 

1820 

15,000 

1821 

15,830 

1822 

19,000 

1823 

11,340 

1824 

12,000 

1825 

12,000 

1826 

17,000 

1827 

I'i.i'.OO 

1828 

4,700 

Decrease in Nine Years. . 


36,960 


62,000 

25,010 

2,782 


160,140 


Annual Docrease. , 


120,170 


39,970 


4,441 
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Quantitt of BuiTisir Woollens imported into Canton by the Americans, 


1 824-5. , , . Broad Cloths', 
Camlets . . • • . 
J.iOng ells . . . 
^ Bombazets . . , 


Pieces 10,257 

4,338 

7,842 

672 

23,150 


Ig25-C. . • . Broad Cloths 
^ Camlets .... 
Bong ells . , 


12,067 

4,290 

10,620 


1 826-7 .... Broad Cloths 14 ,064 

Camlets 3,272 

Bong ells 8,040 

Bonibazets 1,800 


27,176 


, Pieces, 

1818-19.. Broad Cloths 769 

• Camlets 4?*1H8 


4,957 


1826-7. 

1818-9. 


. 27,176 
. • 4,956 


Incrcii^e 22,2^9 


3994. Have you any knowledge of the trade in woollens car- 
ried on by the Russians with China? — During the former part 
of the time I carried on business in London, I executed se^^cral 
orders bo4h for St. Petersburgh and Moscow ; they were British 
woollen.s, which 1 afterwards found were intended for the China 
trade, though I did not know it at the time. ^ 

2995. or what description of woollens ? — Tl*e colours weri' 
much the same as those exported by th^ East-India Company, 
but the (|uality of the cloth was considerably thicker. 

2996. Up to what period was this ? — Previous to the year 
1812* * ‘ . 

2997. Whfit was the price of cloth at that^time, as compared 
w ith the price now ? — The cloth s^it out to Russia was from 
175. to 205. per yard, and the same* quality certainly may be 
procured now at from IO 5 . to 125. or ew^ii less. 

2998. How do you account for the fact that that trade is not 
now carried on from England ? — From the heavy dutie^which 
liave been laid by the Russian gfivernment upon English cloths, 
and a reduction of duty upon Prus»icln clotlis: indeed^ English 
cloths are not allowed to be imported into Russia for transit at 
all, whilst the Prussian cloths arc allowed to be entered lor that 
purpose at a very trifling duty. 

2999. Do you know the amount oT duty .in Russia? — I cannot 
p state it exactly ; I believe the duty upon fine English cloths 

amounts to JieH^’^ecn 6 ^. and Is, a yard ; upon Prussiai? cloths it 
is not near half that amount. 

3000. IJfevious io the imposilton of this duty, can you state 
to what amount that trad^ was ever earried on? — No, 1 cannot; 
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Mar 1^.30. I was engaged in it but to a very small extent. There were 

some liouses that were nearly altogether employed in preparing 

M, A jjnvn. for that purpose; Messrs. Austins' and Messrs. Shep- 

pard’s houses. 

3001. Has there been any disposition shovm lately by the 
Ilanse Towns to engage in the woollen trade ^vith China?— 
They have lately appointed a consul, who is now on his passage 
to Canton for the purpose of introducing Continental njanufac- 
tures into China ; woollens particularly. They have not yet 
commenced business ; but he lias gone over for the purpose of 
obtaining information, and by the report which he gives the 
shipments will be guided. 

3002. At present do you understand that they have evfery 
confidence that that trade may be carried on with success ? — 
They have. 

3003. Do you know what are the prices of the same kind of 
goods at the Hanse Towns Jis compared with the British.*^ — 
Till within this last two or three years the fine English cloths 
were not at all ssaleable on the Continent; but very considerable 
improvements have been made in the manufacture of cloths in 
this country, particularly in Leeds, and they have lately found 
their way all over the Continent ; they have been sold in con- 

• sidofable quantities for the fairs at Leipsic and at Frankfort, and 
in other parts of Germany. 

SOO^. Do ypu think there is any probability that English 
woollens m^y find their way into China by shipment from the 
lianse Towns?— I think it is very probable. 

3005. Supposing the trade were thrown open, do you think 

the English merchants w'ould have a greater advantage in send- 
ing out woollens to China than the German merchants and the 
Hansc Towns merchants?— They would have the advantage of 
the difference of ^.expense in transporting them •to Hamburgh 
and other places. ^ 

3006. Would not the price give the English merchants an ad- 
vantage over the other oierchants ? — Certainly. 

3007. In what degree would individuals purchase woollens at 
more .,ad vantage than the Company?— In consequence of the 
objectionable clauses which ate in the contracts of the East- 
India Company. The manufacturer must always provide for 
those, and in consequence he lays an additional price ; at least 
I always found it necessary to do so when 1 was engaged in the 

^ trade. 

3008. Do you think he Would prefer selling to an individual 
at five per cent, less price than to the Company at their price ? 
— It\lep*ends in some measure upon the nature of th(* cloth which 
is wanted. In some instances five per cent, more would be con- 
sidered about a fair price ; buJin others, pepNa[)s tw p and a half, 
or e\en less than that. * 
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3009; Upon the whole, would three to four per cent, place 
the two upon a level ? — About three to foiir per cent. 

3010. Does that include the difference with respect to the 
dyeing? — No, that is quite independent of the saving in dyeing. 
In, scarlet, the ^difference betwixt being dyed in London and 
Yorkshire woi^d make a saving on the cost of’ the cloth of IS.per 
cent. ; in purple of 17 per cent.; and in mazarine blue it would 
be 20 per cent. Altogether, in having Spanish stripe cloths 

• dyed and finijlied in Yorkshire instead of London, and Ifuying 
them as a private merchant dpcs, about 15 per cent, on the 
average would be saved in the six colours, of which the largest 
quantity is exported by the East- India Compan 3 \ 

3011. Then, in your*opinion, an individual can be supplied in 

Yorkshire with cloth already dyed about 15 per cent, cheaper 
than the (Company ? — If he gets his cloth ready dyed in York- 
shire, and the Company dye theirs in London, he woulJ have 
th^t advantage over them jn the colours, of wh^h the greatest 
quantity is exported. ** 

3012. Do the Company dye theirs in London? — By far the 
greater part. * 

3013. Have you the means of knowing that the Company do 
dye a large proportion of their cloths in London ?— 1 have; and 
I have understood that lately some have also been dyotl in 
Gloucesta*shire. 

3014. Do you mean of their Yorkshire clpthsP-No, the 
Yorkshire cloths arc mostly dyed in Yorkshire. , 

3015. Do you consider that cheaper mode of dyeing in York- 
shire to produce as good a colour as the dharer mode in London ? 
— Equally so. 

30 JG. Do you attribute, in any degree, the benefit derived by 
the Americans from the woollen trade to their smuggling inter 
China ? — In consequence of the evidence givon before the House 
of Commons, I made the observation ^o several Americans, wjth 
a view of ascertaining if it was ever prjtetised, and I am told not. 

3017. Have you the means of knowing whether, ^th all these 
advantages, there has been any increase in the quantity of con- 
sumption in China ? — Not having the amount of what th& Ame- 
ricans have exported lately, I cannot correctly answer that 
question; but it would appear, uptcTthe year 1827, tha4 there is 
a little increase of the American importations into Canton, but 
it is not much, compared wdth the two previous years. 

3Q18. Is the dyeing as good m Leeds as in London? — 
Equally so. 

3019. As you have a very general knowledge of theftmanufac- 
ture and trade in cloth upon the Continent, is it your opinion 
that in an;^part of^he CordinentJ a competition could be entered 
into with The cloth furnished uy CJrcat Britain for China? — I 
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1) Mar. 1830 . should be inclined to think not at present. A few years ago 

they had advantages over us ; but I think they have not now, 

Mr, A. Dixon, to the improvements which have been made in the manu- 

facture in this country and the low price of the raw material. 

3020. What parts of the Continent do you think most likely 
according to tlie present state of the manufacture^' to enter into 
competition with this country? — The woollen manufacture of 
Saxony 1 should consider the most likely to injure us. 

3021. Is that of the lower or higher quality^ of cloth? — 
The lower and the middle qualifies of cloth. 

3022. Is it not the case that in former times there was a con- 
siderable manufacture of cloth in Siles«a, which was adapted 
especially for the Russian trade ?— I believe so. 

3023. Does that manufacture still exist and flourish to the 
same Extent?— I believe it does. I have not had any informa- 
tion to the contrary, excepting this last year; I am told that 
they have not been able to sell so mi/ch cloth as they formei’l)" 
did on the Continent, in consequence of the introduction of the 
Eiftglish. 

3024. Are you aware of the state of the manufacture of cloth 
generally in Russia ? — Since my arrival in London I have bben 
informed that the principal and the most extensive manufacturer 
of wCr'oIlen cloths in Russia has failed ; a manufacturer who went 
from the West of England for the purpose of carrying on the 
woollcii nianulacture in Russia, and found that it would not 
answer his jmrposc to do so, and in consequence gave up the 
idea altogether!' 

3025. Where was the manufacture in Russia which has failed? 
— In St. Petersburgh, or the immediate neighbourhood. 

3026. Arc you aware that the cloth manufacture in Rus:sia is 
protected and fostered very much by the governrn^pt ? — Yes. 

c 

3027. Then you attribute the failure of the trade in cloth to 
Russia to tw'o causes, to- the heavy duties that are laid upon 
British cloth, and the« lower duties which are imposed upon 
Prussian Yes. 

S038, Are you not aware that there are cloths of a particular 
quality and colour admissible kito Russia at a lower duty than 
cloths generally ? — Yes. o 

3029. Do you know whether the cloth that the Russian 
soldiers are clothed with is manufactured by native manufac- 
turers? — J have made inquiries regarding that subject, and I 
cannot get satisfactory inforrhation upon it ; by some I have 
been told that it is manufactured in the country ; by others, that 
it is manufactured in Breslau and the neighbourhjood. 

3030. Can you state whether the export of woollens to India, 
since the trade was opened ij) 11814, has increased tr any-great 
degree?— To a very great extent indeed. 
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3031. Mucli more than to China ?-~Much more than to China. 
The exportation amounted, for the year ending 5th January 
1829, to 30,555 pieces of cloth. 

3032. Can you state what it was in 1814 ?-^{For the anstver to . 
tJm question, soe Mr. Dixons evidence of Thursday the Wthqf 
March.) 

3033. Can you state what were the articles which composed 
the large order of which you have spoken, which is no^ being 
executed in Yorkshire ? — Cloths of different descriptions, similar 
to what the East-India Company sent out. 

3034. Are you aware whether there have been any new arti- 

cles of manufacture of late years exported by the Americans, 
that arc likely to suit the habits of the Chinese ? — There is one 
now preparing in Yorkshire; and from the information which 1 
have upon the subject, 1 am told that the demand is likely to be 
immense, both in India and China. It is a woollen cloth made 
^^’with a cotton warp ; it may be made extremely thin, ancj at the 
same time much stronger than a woollen cloth of perhaps three 
times times the substance. ^ 

3035. Is there any order for that to any extent now in execu- 
tion It is not in a situation yet of receiving orders for it, but 
it will be very shortly. 

303G. Have you any means of knowing what the Chinese 
think of* this cloth ? — It has been showm to gentlemen who have 
been in China and also in India, and their opinion is what 1 have 
just stated. 

3037. You have stated, that at the India-HoYise fees are paid 
upon the examination of the cloths, and that sometimes 6^/., 
sometimes l^., sometimes as high as 2s. ; are those fees arbitrary, 
or how arc they regulated ? — They arc always stated by the 
Company in their contracts. 

3038. So’that they are known by the manufacturers before- 
hand? — Yes. j , 

3039. Is the commission also known ? — It is. 


JoviSy llo di&Martii^ 1830. 

WALTER STEVENSON DAVlbSON, Esq. again called 
in, and examined. 

3010. You were the senior partner of one of the two leading 
houses of business in Canton?-*-! was". ^ 

3041. Will you state any advantages on disadvantages which 
in your opmioti, result to the British trade generally* in China, 
from the existence of 'the East-India Company under the present 
rcgiilatioqs ? — I l^lieve 1 can state both advantages and disad- 
vantages ; apd they divide thcms3v«s into two heads, that is to 
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U Mar. 1830. say, commercial and political. I shall commence with the com- 
: mercial. The influence of the East-India Company, who can 

W, s. Dftvuiscint unity and vigour, forms a counterpoise of ines- 

timable value against the Hong monopoly, which individuals 
could not form. The absence of this counterpoise would have 
the direct effect of decreasing the prices given for*all the imporrti, 
and of increasing the prices demanded for all the exports. The 
Company’s support of bankrupt merchants (for the greater 
number of the Hong in my time were so), by its jadvances on 
teas, has enabled the consignees of the country trade to do what 
could be done in no other country with which I am acquainted, 
namely to deal symstematically with bankrupts, and thus obtain 
much higher prices for their merchandize. During the latter 
part of my stay in China, although so much property passed 
through my hands, I scarcely ever thought of dealing with a 
solventi merchant, because the consequence would have been a 
great loss to my principal ; and this was all in consequence of 
my knowledge that I had the Treasuiy and the influence of tl'*c. 
powerful East-India Company at my back. Another advantage 
of .the East- India Company in China was the tacility to remitters, 
through bills on their Indian governments, and fly which both 
my constituents and myself sometimes obtained a better exchange 
than by any merchandize we could ship, I have known large 
* sumsu>f money which were due to me by the bankrupt mer- 
chants, and which I could obtain in no other way, come direct 
from the Company’s Hong to my Hong, being advances obtained 
from the Company’s selvants. I have also received large sums 
of money in bills on England, obtained in the same manner, 
after urgent solicitation on the part of the merchants to the 
supercargoes ; which species of remittance, in those days, went 
by a technical name which has quite escaped my recollection. I 
should perhaps, have stated earlier, that on the first enteriwig of 
the ships, if I had not resolved to deal with those iqsolvent mer- 
chants, I should h£hre found the greatest difficulty in getting the 
ships secured, because the jxtortions of the Chinese government 
are always proportioned to the wealth of the party who secures 
the ship. As to British Subjects, I conceive that such security 
of person and property is not to be lost sight of as is afforded 
by a public body, having every season from eighteen to twenty 
ships of force at their commahd, the influence of which was 
always in my time extendt;d in ‘favour of British commerce, 
save and except on that of the prohibited article opium. Those 
are the leading advantages that now occur to me of a commer- 
cial nature. Politically, I think that all Englishmen owe the 
C-^mpany’s servants in Cantfin & debt of gratitude for their in- 
fluence over the last ambassador that went from this country to 
Chind, in'lnducing him to abstain from perfbrming«that degrading 
act of reverence termed the kotow. 1 call it not a ceremony, 
because in China it is no ceremony, but a distinct aqknowjedg- 
ment of inferiority and subjection ; and if it had bepn performed 
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by the ambassador, I verily believe tlm China trade would 1 1 Mar. 1 830. 

not have been in existence at this day. I will next state the ^ ^ ; 

disadvantages that I conceive the existence of the £a$t-lndia ^avidson, 

Company, under the present system, to be productive of ; And 

really 1 think they are both few and unimportant. It is in 

the power of the Company's servants to stop all British trade ; 

and it is no doubt possible that such power may be exercised on 

mistaken motives, and for speculative advantages. I was present 

during the two great stoppages in 1814 and 1821, and such 

interruptions of trade have certajnly been “ few and far between."' 

I was a party who, I believe, as an individual, suffered as much 
on both occasions, cither immediately or prospectively, as per- 
liaps any one unconnected With the Company ; and 1 can con- 
scientiously say, that I believe the stoppage of 1814, which was 
caused by the Company's servants, to have been perfectly un- 
avoidable. Security against its being done capriciouslyf-or on 
slight grounds, can only be found in the character of the 
parties ; and the deep responsibility which they'incur, not only 
to their own immediate employers, but to the country»at large. 

1 will explain^ what I mean by saying that i suffered deeply 
myself from these occurrences. In 1814, the conduct of my 
house was so much disapproved of by some of its constituents, 
for not protesting against the conduct of the East-India Com- 
pany, that we lost a large portion of valuable business. ^^The 
merchants of Bombay, upon that occasion, framed a memorial 
to the Board of Control, setting forth the great advfintages of 
their trade to the East-India Company, by reason of the duty 
paid on the cotton in the first instance ; also, b} the territorial 
revenue of that part of the Company's own territory in the 
Guzerat, from which the cotton came ; and again, from the 

S ties on the return-cargoes from China ; and they contended, 
it the East-India Company had no right to stop their ships, 
in China, which gave them just cause to seek remuneration by 
an action at law. That the case pressed upon them ] 5 yith 
peculiar hardship I always deeply regretted ; that the law was 
on the side of the Company I never d(jubted. I have by me 
the form of bond given by the owners of country <jhips to the 
Company’s Bengal Government in India, before setting sail for 
China; in which it clearly appq^irs, that all British mei chants 
trading by such sufference as thc^ did, were bound to conform 
to the orders of the Company's servants in China.' I say 
nothing of the original Act of Charter, because that is within 
the reach of this Committee, and bears also strongly upon that 
question. In the stoppage of 1^21, which was brought about 
by tlte Chinese and not the East-Iridia Company, the supet^ 
cargoes then prevented only the entrance df country not 

their loading and depa^'llng from the port of Canton ; and it is a 
fact, that country ships did load .and depart quietly, at a time 
wheuMt seamed to’* be pretty universally considered that the 
Company s ships would have been Torced to assume a hostile 
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11 Mar. 1B30. attitude, pending a reference to England, There is anotlier 
commercial disadvantage, but it is, perhaps, hardly worthy of 

ir. S. JJavi(ho7if mentioned ; such is the jealousy entertained by the East- 
India Company respecting woollens and worsteds, that I upon 
one occasion, about the year 1815, was prevented from exporting 
from Bengal in a ship with myself (a country ship) a couple «jf 
carpets, for the use of my house at Canton duriiig the winter 
season, 

3042. Has the East-India Cmnpany’s Factory, rduring your 
experience, given encouragement and protection to, or thrown 
impediments in the way of individual British merchants in 
China? — During my time I never knew the British Factory 
throw a wilful, or, as 1 conceive,’ an unnecessary impediment 
in the way of British trade ; and so long as that Factory shall 
continue to be constituted of the same materials as it was during 
my time, that is, of well-educated, intelligent, patriotic, and 
lionest men, so long will they, I conceive, give encouragement 
to tha‘t trade, “and even hazard a cH^parture from that narrtfV^j 
policy which has, on more than one occasion, emanated from 
thb Leadenhall.* I will relate the occasion to winch I allude, 
A ship to my consignment lay at Whampoa with the most 
valuable cargo that in those days had ever been known ^to 
be in one small bottom ; the estimated value was 1,600,000 
dollifTs and upwards. Great difficulties then obtained in the 
opium trade, and threats of search had been thrown out by 
the inferior Masridarins. I received an express from Wham- 
poa from thd captain or the ship, stating suspicions appearances, 
and expressing the greatest alarm in conset]uencc of both his 
officers having been tdken violently ill immediately after their 
dinner, from wdiicb he inferred they had been poisoned. I 
injmediately coljected what strength I could from the country 
•trade ; and, before embarking for the spot myself, I Waited 
upon the then chi<jf of the British Factory : he was my intimate 
frierxl, and the sincere friend of all British interests, 1 said, 
“ 1 know you can do nothing for me personally, who am known 
to you only as a foreigiv^r : but there is £400,000 sterling of 
British pr<5perty at Whampoa at this moment in the utmost 
jeopardy ; and I put it to you, whether, with such a fleet as 
you h^ve there, you null allows that property to be plundered, 
and particularly as many liv|?s must be sacrificed in the attempt,” 
The prSsident of the committee saw clearly the difficulty he 
was placed in ; but being most anxious to render every assist- 
ance, he most considerably devised a plan which perfectly 
satisfied me. He said, know as well as I what my orders 

respecting opiunl : but where so much British property is 
in danger, I will go*beyond my orders ; I will sneak daggers to* 
them, altliough I dare not use them ; Jn short, 4 will make a 
demonstration which may be of great service.” He merely 
(‘oncerted with me a signal, -wdiich should ‘be known beCween 



SELECT COMMITTEE OP THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

myself and one of the Company’s ships at Whampoa. I went 
dow'n the river with the party I had collected, and when we 
arrived on board the vessel we found the chief officer had died ; 
the second remained ill ; the men were all at arms ; but no 
symptom having been manifested of an intention on the part of 
th5 Chinese t^ commit aggression, the only use I had occasion 
to make of the president’s kindness, was to obtain surgeons from 
two of his ships to dissect the dead officer ; and having done so, 
we discovered that poison was uot the cause of his deatlm We 
continued a strongly-armed watch however, and upon the alert 
for twenty-four hours. The Cfiinese either saw that we were 
prepared, or never intended the attack, and the alarm passed 
oyer. I have known tlje British Factory to throw impediments 
in the way of British subjects by sending them away from 
Canton at an inconvenient season for their business ; but that 
was merely the dry exercise of the law, and I never kj>ew it 
wantonly resorted to. 

-^ '5043. What, in your opitiioh, would be the restilt of the with- 
drawal of the East-India Company from China, and of, an open 
trade to that C4^untry? — I conceive the result \toukl, sooner ®r 
later, be a war between England and China, accompanied by 
wirfe-spread individual ruin ; unless the Chinese government be 
previously either coaxed by discreet, or coerced by energetic 
negotiation into that amicable and rea.sonable intercoursey\'ith 
other natii)ns, which every civilized state is bound by the dictates 
of nature to cultivate with its neighbours. 

3044. Have you, or have you not, understood ihat the best 
teas brought to Canton were placed at the optiofi of the Com- 
pany? — In my time I really think there was an almost universal 
concession to that opinion. 

30^5. Do you, or do you not, consider that* were individual 
purchasers of teas competing with each other to enter the China* 
market instea’U of one great purchaser, the e/fect of it would be 
to raise the price of teas in China — Certainly. This w«uld 
happen in any market on so thorough ti change of system : but 
that effect would gradually subside of course, because the higher 
the price was raised, the greater would be the manuTacture, and 
the effect would then be a return to remunerative prices only, 
and thus matters would in the «nd, most probably, fin<I their 
level. . » * ^ 

3046. Do you consider that were the privileges of the East- 
India Company done away with, the Hong merchants would have 
more control over the trade, or that fhe trade would be more 
exteiKied ?— It would be quite i natural .consequence for 
•trade to become more extended ; but if the East-India monoflol^ 
is to be don^ away with, and the Hong monopoly to cclhtimie, it 
involves an absurdity too great to suppose this country could 
submit to,^becaus(f I have already stated that the East-India 
Company is ji counterpoise absolutely necessary to countcrat t 
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11 Mar. IP.'iO. in part, altliongh it must be insufficient to balance the Hong 
ir ^ these consequences must mainly depend upon 

/i/y/ future acts of the Chinese government. 

'3047. Do you consider that the British Factory, by resisting 
attempted encroachments of the Chinese governpient on existing 
privileges, has or has not contributed to the advaqjage of foreign 
^rade generally Most certainly: and that is what I conceive 
to press so cruelly upon the interests of this country, because I 
feel tffiit these advantages to foreign trade are obtained at the 
cost of Great Britain ; which trade, I grieve to say, I believe can 
never safely be opened to British industry and enterprize, but 
under the sanction of laws and regulations founded upon previous 
negotiation. I hold that wc have’ hitherto possessed the trade 
with China on the frail tenure of a thread, and on a footing as 
degrading to the character as it is repugnant to the feelings of 
this Ptiivion. 1 hope to sec the day when, as regards our inter- 
course with China, England shall follow the dictates of a wiser 
policy‘without ' losing sight of the nlaxims of justice ; when^'h,, 
name of the East-India Company shall be known but in the past 
hi'ritory of the ^country, and when that justly gbnoxious term 
monopoly shall be expunged from the vocabulary of this great, 
enterprizing, industrious, and most commercial people. * 

3048. Do you mean by foreign trade, all that trade that is 
carrfed on by persons not British subjects ? — Clearly ; and that 
is the reason I have stated that it is at the cost of England that 
those advantage's have hitherto been obtained. 

3049. Have* you visited other parts of Asia besides that of 
Canton ? — I have visited all the four Presidencies of India, 
Malacca, Sincapore, Java, New South Wales, many of the 
Eastern islands; and I have sailed from India up the Red Sea, 
,upon which occasion I landed at Co^ir, and the ship prooeeded 
to Suez, near the head of that sea, 

3^^50. Have you any knowledge of the success, or otherwise, 
of the trade which has b-^en carried on between China and the 
ports of continental Eurppe in American or other foreign vessels ? 
— My knowledge of it is not extensive; but I have the results 
of some such adventures now by me, if the Committee wish to 
hear them. In the spring of a very fine ship under Dutch 

colours came to Canton ; ^he was owned by a very intelligent 
merchaht in Holland, a particular friend of mine, but from 
motives of expediency was consigned to the Dutch Factory at 
Canton, and not to me. I was of some service to the concern, 
however, and in return the , owner sent me a particular statement 
cJf ihe result. Tlie ship w^as loaded with tea, and a small quan- 
tity of cassia lignea and sugar. Some of the sugar, by the bye,' 
liad been collected at Siam, where the ship had previously 
attempted to obtain a whole cargo, but failed. On the return 
of that ship to Holland there was short ol*'£l,500«terliag left 
for her freight, and the owner in transmitting to me the account 
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wrote as follows : I waited the result of our adventure, hoping n 
to have found inducement to repeat it. You will be sorry to o”7)"~ 
learn that in this we have been disappointed. This goes by a ' “ 
vessel from Middleburgh, which, by proceeding a second time, 
one would suppose had done well in the first adventure ; but the 
faA I have r^son to know is the contrary : and it is easy to 
reconcile this, when I inform you that it is not like ours, a 
private concern, but divided into a great number of shares, and 
administered ^y a single house, calling themselves book-k^pers, 
who have, no doubt, only a small share themselves, and are con- 
sequently more than compensated for any loss on that share, by 
a good commission on the whole transaction,** The same cor- 
respondent, writing a fc,w montlis afterwards, says, ‘‘ Our unfor- 
tunate Canton cargo, though sold by us nearly eight months 
ago, is yet nearly all ‘ in nalura^ and would now certainly sink 
from 5,000 to 0,000 pounds more than we lost by it.** ,»J can 
state another adveriture about which I knew. A French house 
a large ship to China, and the cargo was furnished by bills 
being drawn through my house, and on Bengal. This ^occurred 
in 1819. In December 1820 1 saw the owne? of that ship in 
Paris (I had been acquainted with the gentleman at Canton 
whon he conducted the operation), and hp told me that it had 
brought ruin on all the parties concerned. 

3051. Do you consider the mode adopted by the Company of 
contracting for teas with the Chinese merchants to have been 
advantageous or disadvantageous ? — Highjy advantageous for the 
Company. In proof of which I will state, that I»havc by me 
accounts by which I perceive that teas, which I pilrchascd in the 
spring of one year at 34 tales, I readil/ sold in the shipping 
season at 38, besides interest of money at 12 per cent per 
annum ; for teas I purchase^ at 36 tales I obtained 50, and for 
teas I purchased at 17 taloll got 30. This is but an instance-, 
of what I might probably have done on a ccjjtain scale almost 
every year I was in China. I will reajj an extract from a letter 
from my firm to a house in New Soutli Wales, written at tlie 
time of the Topaze’s stoppage in 1821 Within the last four- 
teen days your 3,000 chests of hyson skin have advanced three 
tales, and were it not for our engagement with the ship Almo- 
rah, we could at this moment j*eadily resell and pass '6,250 
dollars to your credit : and whqt the qvent may be when another 
fortnight has passed by, we cannot tell ; but we venture*to pre- 
dict, that should the Company’s trade be re-opened, the last of' 
their twenty-one ships cannot be loaded with good tea ; and, on 
the ot.hcr hand, should circumstances* unhappily protract the 
sottleniont for months, it is notorious that the up-country deaUfs* 
in that article will be ruined, and the regufar supply 4n egnse- 
qucncc derarigetf, whilst* you will be safe from competition in the 
interim by tJic rigo^rous blockade already commenced by the 
Compdnv's rhilhoril V on country ships bound inwards.” 
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3052. Do you consider that, in the event of an interruption 
of British intercourse with China, tea could be brought in Chi- 
nese vessels in any quantity, and of good quality, to the 
islands of the Eastern Archipelago ? — My experience can be of 
no use in answering that question. The thing is possible, but 
I should think the most improbable thing iii t;he world that 
it could be done so as to answer the purpose of England. 
In the first place, the law of China is expressly against it ; 
in thte second place, the vessels are of that precarious and 
insecure description, that certainly none but such a body 
as the East- India Company could think of trusting their pro- 
perty upon them. When I say the East-In dia Company, I mean 
that or any other such body on which the failure of an enter- 
prize would not bring ruin, because a company, of course, can 
venture to hazard what individuals cannot do ; but I am satis- 
fied »*that no individual British merchant would ever have 
thought of resorting to such a desperate expedient in my time. 


S053. Would you consider property of your own to be sate 
in Chinese junl^s, such as navigate the Chinese seas? — Most 
certainly not. I think I am correct when I say^that the calcu- 
lation in my time ran thus : if seven junks sail from China to a 
distant port, one out of the seven was lost ; but I should* say 
that that calculation is wide of the truth. On recollecting my- 
self I believe the proportion returning is too great ; and from 
what I know of their construction, outfit, and manning, (for 
the only ‘thing ^ood about them is their conduction, they have 
an European, ^ generally a Portuguese captain,) I should say 
that the probable loss^ of one in five is a better answer to the 
question. The confusion, from the want of discipline, that 
prevails on board those junks, prevents the European naviga- 
ting captain from having any authority in times of danger, and 
’ therefore all the assistance they derive from him is whed they 
are in the open s«ta. * 


• §054. Have you hcai;d that the losses sustained by some 
individuals during the jgreat fire at Canton v/ere made good by 
the Chines©? — Yes; I have heard so. I do not call to mind 
having heard from what source that was ; at the same time, I 
can l>ave no doubt from whence the indemnification came. It 
was from the consoo fund, which fund is formed by a direct 
lax on* the foreign trade ;* it is a very secret fund ; but I have 
reason to think it is levied more often upon the imports than 
the exports, consequently the Americans, who brought a large 
portion of dollars in my tinje, did not pay their quota to it. 
••^ere is another peculiarity about the consoo fund, which is, 
that wh^m once an^ article is made tributary to it, which wiP 
happen in the origin for a particular pm;pose, i’t dqcs not follow 
that when that particular purpose shall be answered the tax on 
such article shall be released, consequentl;, it is tl^e nio^t anti- 
comincrcial, oppressive, ‘and infiimoys tax imaginable. 
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3055; By whom is this tax imposed ; by the Hong merchants, 11 Mar. leao. 

or by the Viceroy at Canton ? — No doubt* by the advice, and ^ ; 

certainly with the connivance of the Hong merchants* I have 
often discussed it with them, when they perfectly acknowledged 
the justness of my animadversions upon it. It is the same de- 
sefiption of a^use which would prevail in other countries if 
submitted to ; and I think there is a good deal of analogy 
between that and what is actually taking place at this moment 
in this 'country ; I allude to the fact of Mr. Pitt, and^pther 
ministers of tne day, having formerly raised the salaries of all 
public functionaries on the plea of the great dearness of provi- 
sions and other necessaries of life ; and now we see how difficult 
it is to obtain a reduction, altiliough it be quite notorious that 
£1,000 well husbanded, will go almost as far as £1,500 did 
formerly in the maintenance of a large family. 

3056. By whom is the consoo fund managed ? — By thew^Jong 
merchants ; at least, we know of no other party in the affair. 

• ♦5057. Should you consider 'such remuneratioif of losses sus- 
tained by fire as any proof of an amicable disposition of the 
Chinese gover^pient ? — Most certainly not. Tlley had nothing 
to do with it, I believe ; but the Hong merchants must have 
foutid it convenient at the moment to pay off a few clamorous 
a])plicants, and they would immediately indemnify themselves 
out of the consoo fund. • 

3058* You mentioned the case of a Dutch ship having ob- 
tained a partial cargo at Siam, but w^as i\ot able to obtain the 
whole : what prevented its obtaining the whole cargo ; was it a 
political cause, or a commercial cause ? — 1 understood at the 
lime that the chief difficulties bad been thrown in the way of 
the enterprize by the public authorities ; but the gentleman 
who conducted the ship, one of the most intelligent men I 
ever'Tcnew, considered it would be a fruitless attempt to. 
repeat. * , 

3059. Was it on account of tlie place being unfit *for com- 

merce that no good adventure could %e made there, or was if a 
fruitless attempt, in his opinion, froii> the obstruction put by 
the government? — I should say probably both, well as my 
recollection guides me. I have no information respecting Siam 
but general information. • * 

3060. You stated what that DuUdi ship was freighted with 
from Canton homewards, what was the cargo outwafds from 
Europe ? — She brought dollars to Siam, which she calculated 
would have been sufficient to have invested the cargo in which 
she was in search of : but havii#g fiiilcd there, and coming to 

^ Canton, the cargo she took home was mo/e valuable, and/Clie 
consignees wewc obliged to supply that deficiency by bills on 
Europe. 

3061. You state^l that there was a loss by the bomeward voy- 
age ;\vas there a loss upon the wholq adventure, or merely upon 
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11 Mar. 1830. the return voyage ?— I think, from the tenour of my- friend’s 

letter 1 have read, there is no doubt it was a losing adventure 

W.S. Davidson, upon the whole. But I stated in my former answer, not that 
tliere was a Joss, but that only about £1,500 was left as freight 
to the ship. 

3062. Is that the only adventure which, durij^g your time in 
China, you knew of to Siam ? — It was the only adventure 1 ever 
knew much of; and not having originated in China (for the ship 
came«to Canton after making the fruitless atteniot), 1 did not 
collect so much information abjout it as I should otherwise have 
done ; that is to say, my curiosity was not so much excited. 

3063. Do you know of any other foreigner who attempted 
voyages to Siam ?— I do not. 

3064. Or to any part of Cochin China? — None whatever, 
but what I read of in the popular history of that country. 

3CfuS. You have stated, as the result of your experience in 
the trade of China, that you hope4 when ;ihe 

trade of that country should be put upon a footing which you 
would consider ^more consonant to the interests and dignity of 
tliis country, by which all monopoly would Ife done away ; 
have the goodness to state to the Committee what your idqa is 
of this perfect state of tlie trade with China which you should 
wish to see established? — In doing so, I feel that I must con- 
sider China as a civilized nation ; and I therefore can, entertain 
no doubt that vigorous negociation would obtain Great Britaii^ 
all the privileges she can seek to enjoy in such a distant and pe- 
culiar county. ^ The only basis on which, I think, the trade with 
that country could carried on with safety to this country, 
and with comfort to the individuals who embark, is that of a 
treaty of commerce, wherein the duties of the foreigners who 
visit China shalhbe clearly and distinctly defined, whereii^ their 
•rights, in return, shall be acknowledged, and the whole con- 
nexion ppceed upon the sanction of such laws add regulations 
a!^ { cannot doubt (it b^ing always assumed that China is 
civilized) this country i^ in a state to exact. At the present 
moment the government of China admit us to hold intercourse 
with them. *We take to them those articles which they require, 
and we receive in return the surplus of their productions : a 
state of things which I hold to be the most wholesome and 
consons^nt possible with the interests of both countries ; and I 
read in an author of celebrity, under the head of ‘‘ Right of all 
nations against one that openly despises justice,” that “ if by her 
constant maxims, and by the whole tenour of her conduct, she 
evidently proves herself to be lictuated by that mischievous dis- 
position, if she regards no right as sacred, the safety of the , 
human rsRie requires she should be repressed and again, ‘‘ to 
despise justice in general is doing an Injury to all nations.” 
Vattel is my authority. i 

3006. And you arc of o^piuiuji that diis better sjatc ol’ things 
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in China might be brought about by a more vigorous exercise U Mar. isso. 

of authority on the part of this country ?— I do not entertain a 

doubt of it ■Oot'i'ijon, 

3067. Do you think it might be brought about by a m^re 
withholding of trade, or that it would require any more vigor- 
ous measure Jo produce it?— I consider that a vigorous nego- 
ciation, accompanied by a threat that the King of England 
would qo longer consent to hold intercourse with China on the 
degrading footing on which it has hitherto been carriud on, 
would altogether alter the tone qf the government of Pekin. 

3008. Are you of opinion that the Company have generally 
assumed too tame a tone in their communications with the Chi- 
nese authorities ? — By‘ no means. I am quite of a different 
opinion ; and I think it would have been much better had the 
East- India Company instructed their servants in China what 
they were to do, and what they were not to do, and nA left 
them such a dangerous discretion as has hitherto been vested in 
tiTern. I take for granted ’in* this answer, that *the East-India 
C'ompany in London would have done so in concert with Ilis 
Majesty’s Gov^imment, and I think it would have been wise fbr 
all parties to consider long ago what was best to be determined 
upon, instead of leaving individual traders at the daily risk of 
the loss of all their property. 

3069. But you are of opinion that, either by the Crown 8r by 

the Company, some attempt should be made to put the trade 
with the Chinese upon a different footing.from that on which it 
now stands ? — Certainly, by the Crown. ^ * 

3070. And you think that would be pi;acticable ? — I have no 
doubt of it. 

3071. And being effected, you are of opinion that it would 
be foif the interest of this country that the ibonopoly of the 
China trade ^lould be done away ?— Certainly, 

3072. And that the trade, under such circumstances, cqiild 

be conducted with more advantage to*the country? — Certainly; 
it being taken for granted, however, tlij^ when the Engli«>h mo- 
nopoly is done away, which should be subsequent4o the nego- 
ciation, the Chinese Hong monopoly in its present mischievous 
operation should be stipulated to.,cease. * 

3073. How long is it since you le?t China ? — I left China in 
the month of February 1822, 

3074. You have spoken of the number of Chinese junks that 

were lost ; by whom are the junks freighted ? — By Chinese 
usually* ’ . 

, 3075. What do those cargoes generall}"^ consist of? — Sdeh 
articles as |ind» a sale in Java and the neighbouring islands, 
principally, I believe, for the use of the Chinese settlers in those 
parts, , who ^are very numerous ; teas, silks, nankeens, sugar- 
candy, and so forth. 



330 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

1 1 Mar. 1830. 3076. What are the principal ports to' which they resort ? — Ba- 

tavia is the very principal one ; at Malacca, and Sincapore, and 

are constantly seen; at Banca, at various ports 
in’ Borneo, and even, I believe, as distant as the Archipelago 
of Celebes and the Gulph of Carpentaria, on the north coast of 
New Holland. 

€■ 

3077. Can you form any estimate of the amount of trade 
carried on between Canton and the Eastern Isles ? — No I can- 
not fcfrm any exact, or even approximate estimate' of it. 

3078. If it should be found impracticable to coerce the 
Chinese government in the manner you have stated, do you 
think the mode in which the tradre is carried on now is the most 
beneficial and secure ? — Unquestionably, if I connect the bene- 
ficial with the secure consideration. 

36^. It is presumed that the vigorous ncgociation you re- 
commend, must, of course, be accompanied with a commen- 
surate naval force to carry it into effect with success ? — I shcftAl 
think there is ample time to try a much milder mode of negoti- 
ation, before the period will arrive when it is absolutely neces- 
sary to adopt the last measure. 

3080. Supposing that, by negotiation of any description, 
sucepss could not be obtained in that object, do you think that 
what is called the Company’s monopoly is necessary t,o counter- 
balance the Hong monopoly ? — I have already, in my answer to 
one of the questions,* stated that such is my decided and un- 
equivocal o^iqion. 

3081. What is you» opinion of the profit and loss that has 
taken place in the country trade between China and India since 
1813? — I should sujjpose it has been much less profitable than 

^ formerly, *’ « 

3082. Has it been upon the whole a profitable b'nde? — What 
it bas bebn since 1822 I cannot speak at all ; but during tlie last 
three or four years of m^'^residence in China I fear that it was, 
upon the whole, the contrary. 

3083. Were not the embassies carried on by Lord Macartney 
and Lord Amherst with a view of establishing commercial rela- 
tions between China and England ? — 1 always understood so. 

308^. Can you state td the Committee any reason why those 
embassies did not succeed in their object ? — 13ecause they never 
professed to be but complimentary embassies, and therefore were 
not calculated to succeed with the Chinese government. 

>^085. Had they stated their distinct object to be that of 
corapierfte, is it yoiSr opinion, from the knowledge you have of 
the character of the Chinese government, that they would have 
been received at all?— They certainly would not have been 
more likely to be received into the irnperidi presence had they 
stated such, than in thd* manner ii> which they went, wliich 
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was of all things the most complimentary to the government of 
China: 

3086. When you stated that you expected successful results 

from a more vigorous negotiation, did you contemplate coerQion 
by war ? — I stated, I think, in a former answer, that what I 
meant by coercion in the first instance, was a threat that the 
King of Engiand could no longer tolerate the degraded state of 
vassalage in which his subjects were held in China, without 
privileges, without protection, without safety, either to persons 
or property.* * 

3087. Do you think that suth Uireat, unaccompanined with 
force, would produce the eflFect which you expect upon the 
government of China? — I confess I must entertain doubts 
whether it would. 

3088. Then your ultimate view would be, that, supposing 
such an attempt were to be made by the King of Englai^ that 
that attempt in it^ ultimate result must contemplate the sending 
/kfcrce, and in fact, going 4onvar? — That is juift the point to 
which I come, provided I be justified in stating, what^l believe 
1 have already done in a previous answer, tliat the common 
right of all civuized states to insist on holding reasonable inter- 
cojirse with each other, is acknowledged by the best writers on 
the law of nations. 

3089. Putting the right out of the question, what rational 

cxpectatibn w’ould he formed of any warfare carried on against 
a nation of a population so immense? — During many year's 
residence in China, the subject was constantly discussed. We 
had tlie information derived from the first erabtissy as well as 
from the last, and I never heard any iflan who had given his 
mind to the subject, but came to this conclusion, that although 
the population of China may be 250,000, 000^ 20,000 British 
troops might march from Canton to Pekin at any moment with-, 
out hindrance or molestation. ^ 

3090. Are you of opinion that it would be consislent with 
justice that the English nation shouldT march an army of 20,000 
men from Canton to Pekin, merely because the government of 
China do not confer upon British subjects those* commercial 
advantages to which you think they are justly entitled? — It is 
not commercial advantages that J have ever said I would make 
war to contend for; but if the Empefor of China permits, as he 
has done, Englishmen * to reside within his dominions •for the 
purposes of trade, I think it is his duty to protect them, to 
foster that trade, and to see tliat his officers do justice to those 
who are enterprizing enough to undertAke it, and to rely upon 
his imperial protection and hospitality. 

3091. If foreigners settle in any country for the purpose of 
commerce, br for any* other purpose, is not one of the condi- 
tions on which theyi reside in such country an obedience to the 

• • 2 X 
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laws, and a conformity with the customs of that country ? — 
Certainl3^ 

3092. Are there any roads from Canton to Pekin for troops 
to march on P—I really do not know, but there is on modern 
maps a distinct tract of Lord Amherst’s route from Pekin to 
Canton. 1 have such a map in an atlas in my own possession. 

3093* Have you ever seen any Chinese maps o^the road ? — 
I think not. 

3094. Do you conceive that a commercial treaty with China 
would be best negociated by the East-India Compifny, or by an 
ambassador, or any other party directly accredited by the 
Crown ? — By an ambassador direct from the Crown. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON again called in, and examined., 

3095. The witness requests he may be allowed to answer the 
follojrii^g question, which was put to him on Ids former exami- 
nation, on Tuesday the 9th of March instant: — Wliat was the 
number of cloths exported by the free-traders in the year euJr 
ing the 5th of January 1828?— Of British woollens, 30,289 
pieces, and of {Foreign 552; together, 30,841 pieces. In the 
30,555 pieces, which I before stated to have been shipped in 
the following year, is included 1,414 pieces of foreign wooMen 
cloth. This quantity of 30,555 pieces, exported by the free- 
traders to India alone, to the four ports only to which they 
have access, exceeds that of the East-India Compary to both 
India and Chin^, during the period, by fifty per cent.; their 
export, according to the papers laid before the House of Com- 
mons, havihg<K)nly been 20,370 pieces, in which, I believe, is 
included the cloth for4h€ use of the army. 

3096. You have stated that you had been engaged as a 
Blackwell-hall factor till tlie j^ear 1822 in London, and that 
you are now engaged in the woollen trade as a manufacturer at 
Leeds? — I stated' that I am now a foreign commission agent, 
and hav^been so for several past at Leeds and in Huddersfield. 

3097. What was the name of your house in London ? — Abra- 
ham Dixon and Company, and previous to that, John Thomas 
and Company. 

3098. What is the firm of the house with which you are con- 

nected in Yorkshire ?— I havife no partner ; I have been alone 
for some years. ‘ ^ 

3099. Have you been in the habit of supplying the Company 
with broadcloths ?~During the time that I resided in London 
frequently". 

XJIOO. What is the process by which the Company buy those 
goods ?-«^*By public tender and contract. 

3101. Did you find any difficulty ih the dealings you had 
with the Company ?~No. 



SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


3102. Are you aware that the Company buy their goods 
under a byc-law ? — I am not aware of that., 

3103. Did you find that the Company fulfilled their engage- 
ments faithfully and Ijonourably with you ? — Perfectly so. 

3104. You stated that there were certain fees forming a part 
of^he contract, 'were they fixed fees or arbitrary fees ? — They 
were always i^ated in the notice of the tender for the contract 
as fixed fees. 

3106*. Weje there not fines imposed upon parties who ^failed 
to deliver a proper article ? — There were. 

3106. Have you ever been subject to those fines?— During 
my transactions with the Company I do not recollect that 1 
ever had to pay one fine ; butfif I had, it was of a very trifling 
amount. 


3107. Have you had any facilities given you by the Com- 
pany, such as receiving money on discount before it waAluc ? 
— Not during the titne that I resided in London, but perhaps 

partners might ; but I dm*not aware of the fafct. • 

3108. Arc you aware that the Company arc ofteft in the 
habit of givingitliosc facilities to persons with wfiom they trade? ? 
— I believe they do so when applied to for tlmt purpose. 

3109. Do you consider that an advantage? — Certainly it is 
an advantage. 

3110. Do you apprehend that this mode of contract is disad- 
vantageous to the Company ? — I think so. 

31 J 1. In what respect? — In consequehce of the^ fines and of 
the rejections, many houses arc deterred from cniering into the 
contracts : indeed many houses, to my Icnowlcdge, would not 
enter into the business at all, in consequence of the danger of 
rejections and being subject to fines. 

3112. Did you refuse to supply the Company when you, 
wTre engag(¥l in that trade whenever an ojjportunity offered ? 
— If those fines had not been impeded, we should have 
to a greater extent in our tenders fdf* cloth to the East-India 
Company. ^ ^ 

‘ 31 13. But, to a certain extent, you were always willing to 
engage with the Company ? — When w^e had not other employ- 
ment for our manufactories in Yorkshire. • 


311 4. Have you any means.of knowing whether the Company 
have always thrice the* quantity of goods offered to ttiem for 
which they have occasion? — 1 believe that is frequently the 
case. 

3145. Do you think that is 5ny*proof.of the disadvantage. 
, that the manufacturers labour under in. dealing with ^le 
Company ?~Thcre are always people that are d?siro«s of 
doing business. They would tender at a high price, that 
would covej* tlic ri«k of fines and rejections. 
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3116. Are you aware that the Company take the lowest ten- 
der — I believe they do, 

3117. Have manufacturers access to the Company’s samples, 
and are you furnished with portions when you desire to see 
them ?— Yes. 

31 18. You stated that the overlookers are veiy strict in their 
exartiination, and there is no appeal from them? — 3o it is stated 
ill the contracts. 

Slip. Are you aware that the Company oca^sionall'y take 
goods at a small reduction of price, which are not equal to the 
standard, in order to favour the manufacturers ? — They do, 1 
believe, sometimes. 

3120. Were you engaged formerly with Hamburg and Am- 
sterdam, and other places in Europe? — Ves, 

3121. And you had also an establishment in the United States 
of Aniferica ? — I had. 

3122. Have you withdrawn from tljpse establishments ? — Yys- 

3123. For what reason? — In the year 1826, the firm in Lon- 
don to wfiitfh I belonged was unfortunate in business. 

3124. To what causes do you attribute your losses in trade ? 
— It arose from bad debts, made chiefly in this country, arising 
principally from our banking or agency business in London, in 
consequence of the great depreciation in the value of every de- 
scription of property in 1825 and 1826. 

3125. Was your trade to America profitable ?— Yes. 

3126. Were the dealings you had with the Company profit- 
able, or otherwise ? — To the best of my knowledge they were 
profitable. 

3127. Are you at present interested in the house of Joshua 
Taylor & Co. ? — «No, not for many years past ; not since 1822. 

3128. Do you happen to know whether tliey have many deal- 
ings with ,the Company ?— .1 believe they have. 

8l29. Are you aware what became of the cloths tliat the 
Company rejected when you supplied them with a quantity, and 
when some were rejected? — About the year 1812 or 1815, or 
ratlier previous to the year 1815, they were generally sold to 
the Mogadore merchants; since that they have been chiefly 
sold to the private traders for India and China. 

3 130.^ At any reduction in price?— Sometimes they have been 
sold at a reduction of price, and sometimes at an advance of price. 
Indeed, some of the cloths have been sent to America, and sold 
there to American China mgrebants. 

3^31. Were they sold at a reduction in price ? — I believe ge- 
neralJy tluose which were sent to America were sold at a profit. 

3132. Are the Committee to understand that those that were 
sold and went to America realized to the manufacturer a larger 
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price than the Company would have given for them ? — I am now 
only speaking of those we manufactured ourselves : they brought 
a larger price in America, but in London they were generally 
sold at a loss. For many years, the rule in disposing of articles 
of that description was to deduct from the cost of the day -the 
cost charged by the Company for dyeing ; that is, the cloth was 
s(>Id dyed at th* same price as if the cloth had been white, and 
then there wjs a considerable loss. 

3133. As you reside at Leeds, does it happen to fall within 

your kftowle^ge, that when an application was made to th<8 Com- 
pany to relieve the distresses in the neighbourhood of Leeds, 
circulars were sent round, and offers were made to the Company 
to supply cloths to an extent much beyond their demand? — I am 
not aware of that. ^ • 

3134. Are you aware what is the comparative cost price of 
woollen cloth in Leeds and in the West of England ? — There 
has not been much difference ; but I believe the Leeds clc^s arc 
a little cheaper. 

•5 135. Then you are notW*are that, in this particular instance, 
the Gloucestershire or West of England clothiers haVe under- 
sold the Lccd%manufacturers? — 1 am not. * * 

3130. Are you not a^vare of the fact of the Company having 
always offers for twice or thrice the quantity of goods that they 
have occasion for ? — Not that that is always tlie case ; that it is 
so sometimes, I have understood. * 

3137. Are the Committee to infer, that the Company’s mode 
of business is encouraging to the manufacturer* by thb quantity 
of goods that they offer ? — It would appear so frqpt that. 

3138. Should ^ou not conceive that a demand, equal in amount 

to the Company s demand for cloth, by the private trade, would 
be equally beneficial to this country as the Company’s demand r 
— Ce^'tainly. * 

3139. Caij you inform the Committee why the cost of the 
dyeing of the different colours in Yorkshire 5nd in London^ dif- 
fers so much, the material of dyeing l^ng the same ?— I belieVe 
the cause of the difference is chiefly thb : the comparative small 
expense of coals in Yorkshire, and of rents and wage# to servants ; 
and also, for a number of years, the London dyers have been in 
the habit of charging much la^er profits than the Yorkshire 
dyers are willing to do their business, at. 

3140. Are there many private manufacturers who* dye in 
London ? — I am not aware of any manufacturers living in Lon- 
don who dye in London, except the East-India Company ; but 
there are a number of woollen •wai;eh&usemen in London who 
occaSonally have cloths dyed with the London dyers. ^ 

• 3141. Is there any other large company in London that eyeport 

any thing like the quantity which the East-India Company do, 
and if^so, do they jjye in London ?— The only public body that 
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11 Miir. i fi.to. j aware of is the Hudson’s Company, who 400 or 500, 
A, DLvon. perhaps 600 or 700 pieces of clotli every year, and I believe 
they have them dyed in London, at least they had some years 
ago ; whellier they continue it or not I do not know. 

3142. Is that a Company having also exclusive privileges? 

"“•'ir es • *1 4i 

3143. Are the private individuals that have thcfhr cloths dyed 
in London, generally speaking, connected witli the North or 
with the West of England? — With both; but ih^ wilh never 
have them dyed in London if time will kllow of ‘their having 
them dyed in the country, * 

3144. Do you know what proportion the cloths bought by 
the East-India Company in Yorkshire begr to the cloths bought 
by them elsewhere ? — 1 do not. 

3145. You were understood to state, that the risk of fines 
charg^l by the East-India Company, necessarily increases the 
price at wliich manufacturers can afford to sell to them as com- 
pared with pri^^ate merchants? — Yes* 

3146. Then ijie higher price which the East-India Company 
ar6 stated to give, does not act as an encouragement to the 
manufacturer, but only covers the increased risk ? — Exactly so. 

3147. Did you mention all the fines charged upon the rc- 
jecte<^ goods ? — I omitted mentioning that which is levied upon 
the manufacturer in case the cloth should be rejected or delayed 
in the delivery, that is from 10.?. to 20 a’. each cloth. 

3118. Arc^nol thosd conditions in the Company’s contracts 
intended to seiurc a perfect investment?— I believe tliat is the 
object. « 

3J49. Do you think they have that tendency? — 1 have no 
doubt hut they l^ivc. 

. 3150. But at a higher price ? — At a higher price. ' 

3151. You stated, that when those rejected clofiis were sold 
to. individuals, the practiqe w^as to sell a dyed article at the 
same price as a white ahicle ; will you state what proportion 
the cost of djreing is to t*he prime cost? — Some years ago the 
cost of dyeing was not so much in proportion to tlie price of 
cloth as it is at present, and I can only state the present relative 
values.'* There are a variety of oolours and they vary ; tlie white 
cloth would cost £6. 65., and the .cost of dyeing it blue would 
be £2. I*l5‘. Gd. I should state in expl&nation, that the west- 
country manufacturers gave their factor, or at least gave me 
when I was a factor, the liberty of disposing of the rejections 
gt the rate of which I am speaking, but to do better if 1 
coul^. 

3152. Then the practice was to abate from* the cloth the 
price of dyeing, which, under the circumstances stated by you, 
is about 33 per cent.? — Yes; I ought perhops to state, in ad- 
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dition to what I have stated, that formerly, cloth which now 11 Mar. 1830* 

cost six guineas cost about £20. I have not been in the trade 

lately ; there may be an alteration; the manufacturers may not 
at this time be willing to make such a sacrifice ; indeed, so great 
a sacrifice as that would not be necessary now. 

3153. When the cloth cost that price, was the dyeing pro- 
porlionably hi^fi ? — By no means. 

3151*. Do not the Company's tenders vary very much from 
each other from time to time ? — In the different descriptions of 
cloth they dt, but not for the same description of cloth*; they 
have been very much the same/or each description of cloth for 
many years ; 1 believe since 1813 or 1814. 

3155- What is burling, for which a charge appears to be 
made on the part of the Company? — Burling is tlie operation 
of picking out foreign substance which may adhere to the 
cloth. 

3156. What is. the charge made by the cloth drapers^f the 
Cynpany for burling on sijpgr cloth ? — 2s. j)er pipce. 

3157. What is the amount of the fee upon that §pecies of 

cloth ?— ijd. per cloth. • , 

3158. Hav? you a copy of one of the Company's contracts 

for, clotlis? — There are three different descriptions of contracts 
I'or the different descriptions of articles* I have one here which 
is dated on the 15th of April 1829, which is the notice oOi ten- 
der or cautract for 2,000 whole pieces of white list cloths, that 
is, cloth used for the army in India. ^ 

3159. Will you deliver in that contraA ? — ^ 

[ The xvilness delivered in the samcy v^hich is as Jhlhvos .*] 

“ Gentlemen : East-Indm Honse^ \bih April, 18?9. 

I have the orders of the Committee of Buyingfind Warehouses of 
the Kast-India Company to acquaint you, that the Committee are 
ready to consider tenders for supplying white J»t cloths A, to he de- 
livered on or at any time before the 31s^of July 1829. The quantity 
wanted is about two thousand vFhoIe cloths. 

“ 2. The quality of the cloth tmist lie equal to the Company’s 
^standard sample A. Each cloth must be of the lengtff of forty-eight 
yards, and be six quarters wide within the list; must weigh 66 lbs., 
and have no dyed head. Intending contractors will take esjitcial no- 
tice, that these conditions will be strictly required to be fulfilled. 

Positive orders are give® to the Company’s overlookers not to pass 
any cloths of inferior wool, or worse weaving than the standing sample. 

The cloths must not be pressed. 

“3. Each cloth must be made with a, dyed middle mark, which 
middle mark must be placed exactly ih the centre of the cloth ; and 
^ dyed with indigo, and not logwood. All cWths of which tli/ two 
halves shall ha^e been separated will be rejected: as will allr cloths 
of which the list may be unduly heavy or wide. 

“ 4. Every piece #nust be fit to be dyed Aurora ; and the attention 
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11 Mar, 1830. of the manufacturer is in an especial manner called to this circuin- 
— stance. 

Mr. A. Dixon. « ^ cloths shall not be delivered within the 

time specified in the first clause^ or, having been delivered and re- 
jected, shall not be replaced with approved cloths within the period 
stated in the same clause, the contractor shall pay to the Company, as 
and , by way of liquidated damages, the sum of ten Shillings for eaMi 
cloth which shall so not be delivered or replaced. 'f*he contractor 
must be careful to make early deliveries, in order that he may re- 
place any rejections within the time limited ; or he may send in a 
surplus to meet the contingency of rejections ^ but thisenust be done 
on or before the day appointed for t^he completion of the contract. 

6. The goods will be subject, as usual, to the inspection of the 
Company’s overlookers, whose decision shall be final. 

“ 7* Payment will be made upon TTiursday* the 24th of September 
1820, deducting the liquidated damages, if incurred, and the usual 
ofiice-fec of sixpence per whole cloth. Contractors are also requested 
to takifcfiotice, that the sum which has been paid to the cloth-drawers 
for burling, viz. one shilling, is not to be paid directly, as heretofore, 
to those persons f but the same sum will be received by the Company 
and on account of the cloth-drawers, and will be deducted from the 
manufacturer’s bilj of parcels. 

“ 8. Cloths which may be found by the dyer, at the time of washing, 
or in preparation, to be defective, shall be immediately replaced by jhc 
maker with good cloths, and the maker shall pay the amount of all 
charges incurred ; but the Committee distinctly give notice, that if it 
shall he discovered that any person has disguised oak-stained cloths 
with fullers’-earth, whitening, or other substances, so as to deceive 
the Company’s overlookers, the Company will not enter into any future 
engagements with such persons, although he may offer goods at a low 
price. And ak ct often happens that cloths prove unfit for consign- 
ment to India upon their final inspection in the Company's warehouse, 
after being dyed, owing to some original defect in the cloths not before 
discoverable, it is hereby made a condition, that the maker shall repay 
to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all charges; such defec- 
tive cloths being, after payment, returned to the maker, 

'' 9. Complaints h|jving been made by the overlookers of the foul 
and bwrley* state in which cl<sths are often found after dyeing, owing 
to neglect in manufacturing f such cloths will be returned upon the 
manufacturer, who will be required to repay to the Company the value 
thereof, with all charges incurreef thereon. 

** 10. Very material inconvenience having been experienced from 
the imperfect manner in which the cloths arc marked and numbered, 
it is the particular desire of the Cofnmittee that each maker cause his 
name antj. the number to be’Worked-into th^e cloth in a very distinct 
manner, with linen or cotton thread, and the Christian name must be 
put at full length. The Committee will return to the manufacturer 
any cloths which may be found defective in these points. 

. “ 1 1. No charge is to be made for carnage to London, nor for cart- 
age the Corapany’s/warehouse ; the cloths will not be taken into 
the wa\^choMse in whole bales, but be unpacked in the warehouse yard, 
and counted singly into the warehouse. The wrappers must be taken 
back immediutely, as the Company.will not be answerable for them. 

‘‘ 12. Each maker must name an agent in London, tovJelivcr the 
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cloths,' to take back the rejected goods, to make out bills of parcels, 11 
and to do all other needful business. 

“ 13, If the maker shall not find it convenient to receive the pay- 
ments himself, he must give a regular power of attorney to some agent 
to receive the proceeds. 

“ 14. Should It suit you to make an offer, you will please to attend 
to these conditions, which will be strictly observed on the part oT the 
Committee ; and you will please to adopt the annexed form of a letter, 
withoift any variation. 

“ 15. If yoiir answer* shall not be received at the office of tlfe Com- 
mittee of Buying and Warehouse* in the East-India House before 11 
o’clock of Wednesday the 29th April 1829, you will be considered to 
have declined to manufacture for the Company at the present time. 
Many persons not having bcch careful to send in their offers at or 
before the time appointed, it is positively ordered that no tender be 
received after the above-mentioned hour ; and it is desirable that 
manufacturers, having delivered a tender previous to the time^mited, 
should abide thereby, and not cancel or alter the same by any new' let- 
such practice being higl\Jy objectionable. , 

“ 16, All goods which may be delivered in consequence of the pre- 
sent circular, ^ill lie at the Company’s risk in casa of the calamity of 
fire. 

17 . The Committee reserve to themselves the right to rejeci any 
proposals which they may deem to be unreasonable, although such 
proposals may appear to be the lowest and most advantageous which 
may be qjffercd. • 

“ 18. All persons making tenders are required to seal np their ten- 
der, addressed to the Committee of Buying,and Warehouses, and to 
write upon the outside, * Tender for white lut cloths*^ • 

1 am. Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

Wm. Simons.” 


3160. Will you state wliat conditions in that paper you con- 
sider objectionable, and which tend to increase the price of the 
article ? — The sixth, eighth, twelfti,^ and thirteenth clau^s* 

3161. The sixth is, that “ thc^^oo|Js will be subject as usual 
* to the inspection of the Company s overlookers, whose decision 

shall be final what objection have you to that? — There is no 
appeal from it. ^ « 

3162. What is your objection the eighth? — The eighth 
clause is, that “ cloths which may be found by the d5^er at the 
time of washing, or in preparation, to be defective, shall be im- 
mediately replaced by the maker with good cloths, and the 
maker shall pay the amount of*all charges incurred." 

3163. Do you consider that unreasonable? — No, I shopid not 
consider it uftreasonpble in itself; but circumstances have taken 
place, arising out of this, wdiich have been very objectionable. 
I h^ve kijown cloflis sent back by the dyer, and the faults which 
were^ pointed out as being in them,|I am very certain took place 

• * 2 Y 
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11 Mar. 1H30. in the dye-house, and were not in the cloths when they went to 
Mr “d^ixon J would be a most difficult matter to prove it. 

3164. Are the cloths inspected after dyeing? — They are in- 

spected previous to dyeing ; but it was so difficult a matter to 
bring it home to the dyer, that the manufacturei;>was obliged is> 
take -tlie cloth and submit to the loss. ti. 

3165. Then you object to the double inspection ? — Yes. 

3166^. What is the next objectionable clause?— jXhe eighth 
clause goes on to say, “ But the Committee distinctly give 
notice, that if it shall be discovered that any person has dis- 
guised oak-stained cloths with fullers' -earth, whitening, or any 
other substances so as to deceive the Company's overlooker, th^ 
Company will not enter into any future engagements with such 
person, although he may offer goods at a low price. And as it 
often ^ppens that cloths prove unfit for consignment to India 
upon their final inspection in the Company's warehouse after 
being dyed, owing to some original defect in the cloths not h%m 
fore discoverable, it is hereby made a condition that the maker 
, shall repay to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all 
charges ; such defective cloths being after payment returned to 
the maker." Now, I have known instances where cloths have 
been suffered by the dyer to remain in his possession before they 
, were ^nt to be tendered, and during that period they have 
shrunk up so much that it was impossible to get them out to 
their original width, and in consequence of that cloths were 
returned to the manufacturers, whereas if the dyer had sent 
them to the sdcier to be tendered immediately, that would have 
been avoided. « 

3167, Did you find these grievances the last time you dealt 
with the Company ? — I found them occasionally. 

,3168, But you continued to supply the Company notwith- 
standing you felt thfse grievances ? — Certainly. «• 

3^*9. Will you state 3 ^ 01 ^ objection to the twelfth clause? — 
The twelfth is, Each maker must name an agent in London to 
deliver the cloths, to take«back the rejected goods, to make out 
bills of parcels^ and to do all other needful business." There is 
nothing objectionable in that on the part of the manufacturer, so 
long as llSie Company are willingt to pay the additional price for 
the goods. • «, 

3170, i'our objection is, that he is obliged to add to the value 
of the cloths that which he pays for agency under that commis- 
sion ?— Yes. The thirteenth is, “ If Uie maker shall not find it 
convenient to receive , the jfhyifients himself, he must give a 
regular power of attorney to some agent to receive the pro- 
ceeds ;V thfit power of attorney is also attended with expense, 
which the private traders are not subject to. 

3171. Do not the Company permit any person who is naiped 
by the manufacturer as agent to deliver a charge of his goods, 
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to receive payment for you if you wish ? — Not without a power 
of attorney. 

3172. What is the expense of a power of attorney? — I think 
it is about 305. 

3173. On those occasions on which you contracted with the 
Company could you have supplied another party besides the 
Company witli cloths of the same quality at three per cent, less 
than you did the Company ? — Yes. 

3174i. would* have done it?— My house in Yorkshire 
would have done it, because they would not have been subject 
to the charge made in London. 

3175. Do you mean to say that you would have sold the cloths 

in Yorkshire at three per cent, less, or that you would have de- 
livered them in London at three per cent.? — Either, it makes 
no diiference. ^ 

3176. Would you have delivered them in London to another 

p;4tty at three per cent, loss? — Yes. • 

3177. Tlien the risk of receiving a bad article would be trans- 
ferred from yeju to the purchaser of the goods — Yes. • 

3178. Is it sufficient to give one general power to your attor- 
ney in London to receive money for you, or must there be a 
special power for each contract ? — Not for each contract, 

3179. jSo that one general power enables your agent in Lon- 

don to act for you for ever ?— For ever, so long as he continues 
your agent. • 

3180. Do not you conceive that one of the greiit hardships in 
the inspection of the Company’s overlookers is this, that in deal- 
ing with private individuals both parties concur in forming a 
judgment upon any dispute as to quality, wherpas in the case of 
the Company they are obliged to abide by their decision with- 
out any refej'ee of their own ? — Yes. 

3181. Are you not aware that thpse overlookers arc perisons 
trained up from boyhood to manhood*in the business, and lllat 
their character is established by l^ng ^actice? — Yes. 

" 3282. Do you know any instances in which tlfey have been 
complained of, or considered as dealing unfairly with the manu- 
facturers ? — During the time I had transactions with tHe Com- 
pany, I never had occasion to, complain in any one inst^ince. 

3183. And you thought the inspectors dealt fairly between 
the manufacturers and the Company ? — Yes, 

3184. Were you obliged to gi^e ajiyifees to them for inspec- 
tion ? — No. 

3185. Do you consider that the character*of the trade rejftires 
so strict a scrutiny into the quality of the goods as the East- India 
Company make ? — ^ should think not. 

3186. it not the case, that doths furnished for army pur- 
poses, and delivered tp the stjorckee^er, pass through the same 


S41 

11 Mar. 1830. 
Mr, A* Dixon* 



Sis KViDKNCE on EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

H Mar. 1830. ordeal, and there is no appeal from that export as it is called? 

— No, the ordeal is not the same ; they do not impose any fines 
Mr. A. man. rejections. 

3l8?. On what term of credit do you sell to individuals? — 
That depends upon the agreement made with t^ie party at th^ 
time sometimes for cash, sometimes they buy at ,^;wo, or four, 
or even six months, or even longer than that. 

3188. When you sell at a credit of three months, whafivould 
you charge upon the del credere account to indemnify you for 
the risk ? — A manufacturer selliilg goods does not consider that 
he is running a risk adequate to paying any del credere commis- 
sion for it, in selecting parties whoyi he thinks are perfectly safe. 

3189. Do you mean to say, that if you sell merchandize to 
parties at three months’ credit, you should consider the value of 
the risJr as nothing of their stopping payment ? — No ; I should 
not say so. 

3 1 Off. What do you consider the value is ? — The value mi^t 
be one peV cent.^ 

illOl. Should you consider that you were incurring a risk of 
one per cent, if you sold your merchandize to the Company ?- — 
No, I should not. 

319^. Then it may be assumed, that it is one per cent, more 
to vour advantage to sell to the Con}pany so far as tUut goes ? 
—Yes. 

3193. Supposing yob were to sell goods upon the average of 
customers at #ix months* credit, would not you consider the 
guarantee of bad debts’to be worth three per cent. ? — Two and 
a half or three per cent., selling them at six months’ credit. 

3194. Supposing you were in regular dealings with a house 
v)f great respectability and credit, sliould you think it necessary 
to charge^a percentage upon the cloth delivered because there 
wqst'iot immediate payment ? — Not beyond the interest. 

3195. When you stated that there would be a difference of 
three per cen/.. charged t6 the‘Company upon the cloth delivered 
to them above that supply to private merchants, did you then 
conten\plate cloths in a white state, or in a dyed state ? — In 
botli ; but I tliink I stated tlirel* or four per cent. 

319G.*lf3^ou made your sale to a bjusc of substance and 
character in London, or if you liad a credit assigned to you on 
any banker in London, should you tliink, in that case, that the 
risk of debt would be Vqual *to two or three per cent. ? — 
Certainly not. 

3197. When you speak of the del credere witli, respect to the 
manidacturing trade, are you not rathef speaking of the risk 
attending the selling to an ordinary retailer of manufactured 
goods? — I considered the^question to apply to the gcnerdl risk 
of bit>iness. * 
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Ltuncv^ 15 ° die Martiiy 1830 . 

Mr. ABRAHAM DlXO>3, being in attendance^ was again 15 Mar. 1830. 

called in, when he requested permission to give in the follow- . 

• ing explanation to his former evidence. Mr. .A. Dixon. 

The StatAient which I gave in my evidence to this Com- 
mittee on Tuesday last, the 9th day of March instant, in regard 
the falTing-off in the East-India Company’s exports of wpollens 
to China, though correct, is not sufficiently explicit ; for I 
find on closer examination, tlfat it would have given a better 
idea of their real situation to have made other divisions of time 
in taking the annual ayeragesf which would have shown, as the 
truth is, that since 1819-20 the consumption of British woollens 
in China has increased. I now beg to deliver in a Statement, 
showing this to be the case. 

\The XKiitness dellx)ere(l in the same, xMcJi xms read asJ()llox{}S 

“ From the years 1809-10 to 1813-14, both inclusive, 
tile average number of pieces of woollens imported intb 

Canton by the Kast-India Company was Pieces 5248, fJId 

“From 1814-15 to 1819-20, the average for these five 
yedrs was only 108,095 

“ Show ing a decrease of pieces, or about .33 per cent ^ 0,521 

“ In thiJ eight years w hich have elapsed since the Ameri- 
cans came into competition with the Kast-India Company, or 
from 1820-21, the first year in which the#Chine:?e market 
was ojicned in competition with the East-India Co^if^iany, 
till the year 1827-8, the average number of pieces of woollens 
yearly imported into China by the East-India Company 

amounted to 179,274 

“ Or, had increased in quantity beyond the fivc^ ears pre- 
vioui to American competition nearly seven percent, or ... 11,179 


“ Total Imi'outs of WooHcns into Canton. • 



By tlio Enst-India 
Company. 

%y th2 Americans. 

, Total. j 





J 


Pieces. • 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

i^<2r)-2(i 

212,345 . 


23r),50r> 

1825-27 

^31,53!) 

25,1)77 

258,300 

1H27-28 

123,317 

27,175 

150,4i)3 1 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

544,304 

1 > / 

Or average yearly importation 

it . 4- - - - . ^ _ 

1 214,834 

1 
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15 Mar. 1830. “ This shows that the import into Canton in these three years, corn- 

pared with the live preceding, 1820-21 and 1824-25 inclusive, had 

Mr, A, Dixon, increased nearly 25 per cent. 


"Pieces,. 

Export 1820-1 157,401 ^ 

1821- 2 172,320# 5) 807,004 

1822- 3 136,768 V 

1823- 4 221,814 1 173,400 - annual average. 

1824- 5 178,701 y 

AnJ when compared with the six previous year8,^i;iz. 1814-15 
and 1819-20 inclusive, the increases of the three years, 1825-6 to 
1827-8, was upwards of 30 per cent. 


Export 1814-15 224,632 

1815- 16 161,568 

1816- 17 175,801 

1817- 18 133,761 

^ 1818-19 144,717 

1819-20 150,254 


6) 990,733 

165,122 - annual average. 


** The decrease of the Company’s exports of woollens from thft 
country tO‘ China commenced much earlier than the interference of 
the ‘Americans ; fof on referring to the papers laid before Parliament, 
I find that from 1803 to 1808 inclusive, the exports of the Easl-India 
Company to China was never short of 1,000, 000 sterling, and aver- 
aged for these six years ^61, 128,557, but began to fall off materially 
in 1809^ 


“From 1809 to 1813-14 inclusive, the viilne of all othcpariicles, 
exclusive of woolleij 8, exported to China, averaged under .£150,000 
annually. ' 

“ The total exports since that period have never equalled the 
amounts now quoted, wifh the exception of 1828, and for the last 
nine years have been as follows : 





Woollens. 

Other Manufactures. 

Toua. * 

f 

« 

£. 

£ 

£. 

1 H 20 

713,653 

33,353 


1821 t 

722,461 

m,6<)9 

864,160] 

1822 

623,259 

46,230 

669,489 

1823 

674, 5B5 

|« 33,462 

708,047 

1824 

532,221- . 

. 79,918 

612,139 

1825 ...! 

652.047 

92,811 

744,858 

1826 

756,968 

95,062 

852,030 

1827 

413,422^ 

80,393 

493,815 

1 * 1828 1 

1 \ 

618,412 * 

245,082 

i 

863,494 


“From 1809 to 1811 inclusive, which were years of war, the ex- 
ports were as follows : ‘ ^ 


I 
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1809 £971,360) 3) 2,692,596 15 Mar. 18.^0. 

IHIO 825,097 > 

1811 896,139 3 897,532 - annual average,* A. Dixon. 


“ Or, upon an average, of the yearly value of £897,532, being a ‘ 
failing oflT, on the average of the six preceding years, of upwards of 20 
per cent., the sports of these years having been — 


1803 i ,139,184 

1804 ,202,607 

1805 1 . ,050,424 

1806 ,155,103 

1807 ,112,120 

1808 ,081,849 


6) 6,771,287 

1,128,557 - annual average. 


“ From tlie years 1812 to 1819, the Company’s exports of woollens 
to Canton were as follows : 


1812 
1813 ; 

•*1814., 

1815.. 
1816. 

1817.. 
•1818.. 

1819.. 


I have not been able 


to procipre the amounts 
for these two yeg^-s,. 


£ 829,070 V 

705,0321 

858,1641 

624,128/ 

673,2971 

568,628' 


G) 4,258,319 

709,719 - annual average. 


“ The avjcrage 3 ^early value is £709,719, being more than 20 per 
cent, less than the average exports from 1809 to 1811 inclusive, and 
more than 37 per cent, less than the average expotts from 1803 to 
to 1808 inclusive.” 


JOSHUA BATES, Esq. called in, and t*xamined. 

• • 

3198. YoiJ#are an American? — Iain. • , Joshna Bat'/s 

3199. How long have you been this country ? — I hftve Esq. 
)een fixed here about ten years. 

3200. Have you been for some ^earl an agent ^pr the trade 

some American houses in this country, and are you at present 

i partner in the house of Baring, Brothers, and Compaiy^ I 
ini. I was agent first for an American house connected with 
lie East-India trade ; qfter wards asf partner of the firm of 
r. Bates and John Baring, who had the management of the 
lusiness of an American house, more particularly connected 
vith the China trade ; and lastly^ as^ partner in the house of 
3aring, Brothers, and Co. in the same* trade* 

3201. Have you been acquainted with the general Jrad/ of 

America with ftidia apd with China?— For the last twenty 
^ears I have been constantly in situations that placed me im - 
nediatply ir^ connexion with that t,rade, both in America and 
his country. ^ » 
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15 Mar. 1830. 3202. Has the China trade been carried on by the Americans 

joshiialiaies generally by different houses, or has it not within these icw years 
iiVy. * got into the hands of a very few houses?— Several years ago 
(say twenty years ago) it was in the hands of a very few : the 
number increased ; and three or four years ago there were* a 
great number trading to Canton, of which man/ have failed; 
and now I should say that the number is small again. 

3203. Have not your friends carried c.n a large portion of 
the New England part of that trade ? — I should think they 
have the largest portion by far. 

3204. Should you say more th^n one-half of the whole ? — I 
think at times one-half of the whole. 

3205. Has not that trade consisted in shipments from Ame- 
rica ts China by themselves in shipments from Europe to China 
under your direction, and then in returns from China to America 
and to Europe*? — That has been the«course of the trade. 

3206. *By whom is the business conducted in China? — For 
t\^enty years ii was conducted by Mr. Cushiijg, wlio was a 
partner in the American house ; for the last two years it has 
been conducted by a Mr. Forbes, who, I am sorry to observe 
by the last accounts, was drowned at Macao. 

32t;7. Were those persons partners in the American house, 
or were they there acting on commission ? — They w er(5 partners. 

3208. So that it is« an American house, with an establish- 
ment of paAeers in China, w ho carry on the trade there ? — 
Yes; it is an Amcriqan bouse, with partners in China and 
America, and agents in Europe. 

3209. And they do not conduct it through any agency in that 
^ country, other than that of their partners? — None other. 

3210. You stat^ Mr, Cushing to have been tw^mty years in 
that country; is he atprosent in England ? — He is. 

3211. Do you not understand that he objects to appear as a 
witness before the Commitfee? — He expressed liis unwilling- 
ness to me to appear, and decidedly objected to come, unless 
the laws were such as to compel liim. 

3212. Did he assign any^ reason for so objecting ? — He 
assigned a reason to me confidentially.^ 

3213. In this country, in what quality do you act, as agent 
for this trade ; have you any interest in the trade itself, or do 
you act merely on comnjissipn ? — We have no interest what- 
ever ; we are merely commission merchants. 

^14.* So that neither you nor they can have any interest in 
the profit or loss wdiich may arise in the trade beyond your 
charge for agency?— None. , ^ 

3215. Has that been the case throughout youi agewey? — 
Alwavs. * . . 
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8216. What portion has the house of Perkins and Company 
in China bad of the American trade from China to Europe?— I 
should say for the past year, one -half. 

3217. In whose hands principally is the other half? — Of dif-. 
ferent merchants ; some residing at Boston, some at New York 
and Philadelphia. 

3218. Does not Mr, Brown of Liverpool represent a large 
portion of the remaining half ?— The shipments from Liverpool 
I conceive to be returned to Philadelphia, not to come ftito the 
trade from Canton to Europe# The course is from Liverpool 
to Canton, and from thence to Philadelphia. They have, 1 
believe, shipped very largely of British manufactures. 

• 3219. Have you ady statement of the whole amount of the 
American trade in China?— Here is* a statement of the amount 
of it in value, from 1815 to 1826, both exports and impests. 

3220. Will yoihbe so good as to state by the year the amount 

oi^the American exports from China in the year 1820»2 1 ?— 
Four millions of dollars. , 

3221. What was the amount of the imports *m that year?*— 
Four millions of dollars. 

8222. What was the amount of the exports and imports in 
1826-7 ? — The amount of the exports is 4,300,000 dollars, the 
imports 4,200,000. ^ 

3223. Can you state the amount in 1827f8 and in 1828-9 ?— 

I can state the amount in quantity, but .not in* value.* 

3224. Can you state whether in 1828-9 there^ife an increase 
or a diminution upon 1827-8 ?— Ther^ were exported from 
Canton in 4826-7 to the United States, 102,000 chests of tea ; 
in season 1828-9 there appear to be 80,000. 

3225. Can you state what was the amount wliich the Ameri-^ 

can houses sent to Europe? — In 1828-9 the shipments to 
Europe were 14,000 chests. ^ ^ 

3226. Besides the trade of the An^icans to America and to 

Europe, do they carry on any China Jrade to any other parts 
of the world? — There is some tra3%to South America and to 
the Sandwich Islands, to Manilla, and to the north-west 
coast of America. , ^ 

3227. Have they a considerable ti;ade to the Brazils ? — Now 
and then they have a sMp to Brazil, touching at Buenos* Ayres, 
not to a very large amount. 

3228. Do not the Americans carry pn nearly the whole .of 
the China trade with the different nfew gQvernments of South . 
America ? — I should think they probkbly did carry on nearly 

*thc whole. , ' • / V 

3229. To what cause do you ascribe the falling-off of the 
trade in the year 1926-7? — It ha’d been overdone very much. 
Some'persons in the United States’ had conceived the project 

• * * • 2 z 
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15 >Tar, of a monopoly in the trade, and even went so far as to suppose 

they could run a ship to Canton every month : the prudent 

Joshm Bales, to that part of the world retired, and those who carried 

on the business in this way were soon ruined. 

.S230. Has it not been for some years an unprofitable trade 
— It Was not unprofitable previous to those operatjons of indi- 
viduals who attempted to drive others out of the trade. 

3231. By what means were they to drive others out of the 
trade ?— They thouglit that they could import sb much tea, 
and that they liad such superiol skill in judging of it, or in 
assorting it, that they would drive out the old traders, and 
thus get possession of the business 

3232. Did they succeed in that attempt? — They all failed; 
all who attempted to transact business in that way. 

323€. Was there not a great deal of money lost in the Ameri- 
can China trade for some years?— The regular traders to 
Canton never have lost much. It V^s a blank business foVa 
time ; but they are all wealthy people now ; they do not appear 
to have suffered ‘much from it. ,, 

3234. Has that trade revived since ? — I do not think it has 
become to the same extent as it was. 

3235. Is it more profitable than it was ? — I have understood 
that last year the chief business, which is in manufactured 
silks, was not profitable. 

3236. Was the tea 'trade profitable ?~Tlie tea trade was 
fair last year,* no far as I am able to judge. 

3237. Can you state the proportion of the tea exported from 
Canton by the Americans as compared with the East-India 
Company’s expo/ts ? — The Company have, to the best of niy 
Recollection, exported 330,000 chests, or 300,000 or 35Q,000, 
as the season may be, and the Americans 120,000 or 125,000. 

3238. Should you say, w^pon the average, that the American 
export of tea is about oneAhird that of the Company ? — 1 should 
think it was more tban^ one-third. The consumption in the 
United States is about 7,0(J0,000 of pounds, that is, about 
one-fourth of the Company’s exports : that does not include the 
shipments by American vessels.from Canton to Europe. 

3239. Have you any means of stating a proportion of the 
whole trade of tea in China as between 'the Americans and the 
Company ? — The 14,000 chests mentioned as shipped from 
Canton to Europe in 1828-9 were all shipped by Perkins and 

.Company : but they ditf not aK come in American ships ; there 
was one Dutch ship,and one French ship. 

32^0. Adding that to the other amount you , stated, what is 
the whole amount of tea shipped by Americans from China ? — 
That would make 94,000 chests. « 

3241. What proportion, does that bear to the Company’s ex- 
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port§? — The consumption in England appears to be about i5Mar. isso. 

from 25,000,000 to 28,000,000 of pounds. I have that infur- 

mation here for several years, but I cannot now recollect 
where 1 procured it, therefore cannot rely on it. I have the 
prime cost of the Company’s teas at Canton from 1809 tp 
•1829. In the 1818-19 season, there appears to have been 
brought 21*|000,000 of pounds of teas ; and in 1819-20- there 
appears to have been sold in London, 29,000,000. 

3242. Of the whole of the American trade, what proportion 
is conducted by your correspondents ? — That varies from year 
to year ; but I should think last year one-half nearly. 

3243. One-half of the American consumption, and one-half 
.of European, or onedialf of* the whole trade? — One-half of the 
whole American trade, and all the European trade in the supply 
of teas, except what the Dutch Company have. 

3244. Have Messrs. Perkins a large establishment a# Canton 
fjr the transaction of this great business ? — I believe they have 
only Mr. Forbes, and a lad of fifteen or sixte'en years* of age : 

they have of course servants besides. • 

• * • 

2345. Do*they derive their compensation from a share id the 
jvofits, and not from any charge they make for agency ? — That 
is the way in which it is arranged, I believe. 

3246. Have you at present any homeward-bound ships under 

your management, either expected or arrived ? — No ship has 
arrived from Canton this season, and we cannot know whether 
we have any ships coming. • ^ 

3247. Had you any last season? — Last season we had a 
great number of ships to Europe^ 

3248. Did they come direct from China to Eu|*ope ?— They 
carpe from China to Cowes, and a market. ' 

3249. By coming to Cowes and a roarlcet, you mean that it is 
the practice of the American tra^e to stdp in any* port^in the 
Channel for orders frpm their corespondents in London, who 
direct them to the best market, according to their estimate of 
the European markets?— Thaf is the object# of coming to 
Cowes. 

3250. Those ships having so come to Cowes and*a market, 
where were they sent by you?— Tiiey were sent, one to Rotter- 
dam, one to Amsterdam, and two to Hamburg, lliere were 
two other ships, a Dutch and a French ship, which wgnt direct, 
it being necessary, in order to secure the lower duties, which 
are payable on direct importatibnsnn ships pf the country. 

3251. Have the adventures of which *you speak been pro- 
fitable ? — I should say that the returns of teas generally'are not 
profitable. ^ 

3252. *Do you mean not profitable, taking their invoice cost 
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Jn China ? — It has always been very difficult to make a par re- 
mittance in teas, 

3253. Havo the teas of the last year not been profitable ? — 
Last year I should say they have paid veiy well ; I cannot speak 
from very precise knowledge nf it ; the year before they were 
losing. ‘ ^ 

325i, But, generally speaking, have not the house in China 
considered that the outward shipments have been tbe shipments 
which hf^ve given the profit, and they hav^ looked t(y the teas 
rather as means of remittance hope? — I cannot say what may 
have been their views with regard to it, but 1 should judge that 
it was so considered. 

3255. Has not that, upon the Average* of years, been the 
general result of the trade?— I cannot speak as to the result, 
not having the winding up of the business ; but I judge, by its 
continuitg, that it has been satisfactory as to the result. 

3256. If the general result has been, satisfactory, and the 

mittance of te.as home has been rather losing, must not the out- 
^ward adventure, of necessity, have been profitable? — I should 
draw* that conclusion from it, certainly. * 

3257. Are you acquainted, by communication with your cor- 
respondents, with the manner in which they transact their busi- 

, ness in China ? — I have had a good deal to do with the people 
connect^ with the China trade for a long time, and have had 
several friends established there, and from them I have learnt 
something of the way in which they do their business there. 

3258. Do ydw know whether they trade with the Hong, or 
with the outside merchatKs ? — I believe they trade with one or 
the other, as it may be most for their interest. 

3259. Do you know practically whether it has been found 
m 9 st for their interest to trade with one or with the other ?i— I 
believe, for large operations, they have found it most advanta- 
geous jo de4l with the Hongemerchants. 

3^60. Do you suppose tbit a greater portion of the American 
trade goes through outside inerqhants than of the English trade 
that goes to Cbltia ?»1 should think it did. 

3261. Do you know whether those outside merchants with 

whom th^ trade are merchants ofi substance ?--*Some of them, I 

have understood, are. « 

• » 

3262. But that they trade generally as they find they can do 
60 to the best advantage ? — Yes. 

3263. Did you ever hear . that they found any difficulty in 
securing their ships ?~^I never beard of any, I always under- 
stood it^as a place wliere it was the most easy to transact busi- 
ness of any place in the world. 

^3264. Did you ever hear of any difficulty improcurin^ tea ? — 
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ii265. Is not tea considered an article of which almost any 15 Mar. i830. 

quantity can be procured there? — I cannot speak, except from 

conversation with others. I have always understood that every l^ntes, 

body in China drinks tea, and therefore, of course, the quantity 
which is exported must be very small in comparison with the 
whole. * 

3266. Is tlifere not always a great abundance of tea in the 

market ? — There are generally 50,000 or 60,000 chests remain 
over. * ' « 

3267. Is not it very frequ^tly a condition made by the 
Chinese in taking goods outwards, that the person dealing with 
them shall take tea ? — I should think that a person who managed 
his business well would not make any arrangement of that kind^ 

3268. Is not tea an article which generally is superabundant 
in the market? —I believe the Chinese understand pretty well 
the wants of foreign countries ; they endeavour to bring forward 
the Quantity that is wanted;^ and very little mOre. , 

;1269. Do you understand that Messrs. Perkins mqke their 
purchases from the Chinese on as good terms ati the Company ? 

— I have no doubt they do for their contract teas, whenever 
the;^ make contracts ; but I should suppose that they make their 
purchases to better advantage by taking any and every opportu- 
nity, according to the fluctuation of the market. ^ 

3270. Do you consider therefore, that not confining them- 
selves always to contract, but by purchasing sometimes by con- 
tract, and sometimes in the open market, they byy, upon the 
whole, on better terms than if they did the wholePof their busi- 
ness by contract ?— Undoubtedly- The* contract price of tea 
has not varied but very little for a great number of years, not 
more than Id, or 2c?., but they frequently fluctufite 40 or 50 per 
cent. ; they fall that much. 

3271. Do you mean that they fluctuate between the^ contract- 
price and the market-price, when the contract is over ?— tTlie 
prices fall from November to February. Frequently the teas 
which are thus sold are not the saipe SQrt of teas ; but teas that 
are sold at certain prices in November would Sometimes be 
bought at 20, 30, or even 50 per cent, lower in February. 

3272. What do you mean byAhe teas not being of tlie same 
sort ?— There may be some aquong them of the same qi^ality as 
the contract teas which “the Company take, but the greater por- 
tion of them are inferior teas. 

3273. Are they the rejected teas qf the Company ?— Pro- 
bably the Company never saw tftenf ; they are not of a quality 
that they would look at. But sometimes, 4 believe, ^the Com- 
pany make purchases of those teas, picking out the best ofahem. 

3274. Is there not* a considerable quantity of tea always in 
the market that has^hever been o'ffered to the Company at all ? 

—1 should think there was a great quantity. 
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15 Mar. IB.IO. 3275. Do you consider the quality of the Company’s tea better 
than the quality of the tea exportecl by Perkins and Company ? 

Joshtw Vales, — Better, generally speaking. The qualities which are bought 
for. this market will not answer for other markets ; other coun- 
. tries will not pay a price to compensate for the finer qualities, 
particularly of black tea. • ♦ 

3276. Is the quality suited for the American market superior 
or inferior to the quality suited for the English market? — I 
should^ say that the black teas were inferior, but the green teas 
are of equal quality, and being used fresh* there, they appear to 
be better than in England; they have rather more flavour, 
perhaps. 

3277. How is the quality of the tea exported by the Ameri- 
cans for the continent of Europe ; is it better or worse than the 
Company’s teas ? — Sometimes they have taken the same quality 
as thfjCompany, but it will not ansi^er ; they will not pay a 
sufficient price for it on the Continent. 

3278. GeneAilly speaking, what it the quality suited for Vic 

Dutch market ?— It is of a middling quality, not so good as the 
Company’s, and* not very bad. ^ 

3279. So that if you saw the price of any denomination of 
tea, taking Congo or souchong for instance, in London "and 
Amsterdam, you would not consider a mere comparison of the 
prices<br a given denomination of tea as any proof of the rela- 
tive dearness or cheapness in the two countries ? — None what 
ever. 

« 

3280. How are the qualities that suit the German market as 
compared witli England ? — Qualities similar to those used in 
Holland. 

3281. And the French market? — The French market re- 

quires better tea than the German : they are willing to pay for 
‘good tea. ^ 

3282. It is equal to the English ?— Equal. Tfeas will find 
bayers there at prices in^fn-oportion to their quality. 

3283. The average quality> therefore, of the black teas ship- 
ped by the Aitnerican house at Canton is upon the whole inferior 
to that of the India Company? ^I should say decidedly so. 

328£ Can you state the per-centage of inferiority between 
the tea| suited for tlie DuU:h m^ket and the English market ? 
— I have before me an invoice of coniritet teas, the same as the 
Company’s ship, in which I see souchong is put down at 35, 37, 
and 39 talcs, and there arc other souchongs that cost 23. 

‘ 3285. Should you- say ihat* the souchong bought at 35 was 

of the Cojpipany’s quality, and the other at 23 was of the inferior . 
qualify, which you have described as suited no the Dutch 
market?— The Chinese always fix prices for three different 
qualities — the first, second^ and third; find this being the 
of contract souchong, that would be about fhc jincc at 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 353 

which -the Company would have contracted at that particular l-"* Mar. 1830. 

time : the other I can only suppose to be inferior tea from its 

price. . J^sg, 

3286. Has the house in China any difficulty in getting what- 
ever quality they please in the market? — I am not aware that 
they have any. * 

3287. If, ttierefore, they take a cheaper sort of tea for any 
particidar market, does it not arise from a choice of theirs, and 
a desire to# accommodate themselves to the peculiarities of 
different markets, not from any difficulty of obtaining finer teas 
if they paid the price ?— They experience no difficulty in pro- 
curing the finer teas. They frequently do ship them ; and the 
sliipping of a middle quality fe as a matter of interest entirely, 
because they can gain more by that quality than by the other. 

3288. It is presumed that one of the calculations of a 
merchant is to assort the qualities of his article accordin^to the 
dj^jnands of the particular^mArkets ? — That is tln^ practice of all 
merchants, I believe. 

3289. Do ;^ou know whether among the Cctnpany’s teas the • 
same denominations have the same prices, or are there not 
va.»iations of price for teas of the same denomination ?— I should 
think there must be variations for different chops. 

3290. Then all their souchong, for instance, is no>of one 
given price? — Certainly not; it must vary according to the 
quality. 

3291. So that the Company here gives us sovge superior and 
some inferior teas of the same denomination ? — Of some par- 
ticular kinds there certainly is inferior tea ; but I should think 
that it would be hardly right to say that they give you inferior 
and superior : they give you superior and middling tea. 

3292. If^ there were a free trade of tea to this country, do 
you think that the consequence ^ould bd that we -should get 
more of the inferior and less of the •pperior than we now *get ? 

— I think the high duties in this country serve to prevent any 
•inferior article from coming here Tor consumption. 

3293. If the duties are ad valorem, does not that do away 
with that objection ? — Still it viould have the same eifcct. 

3294. Did you ever see what 4s sold for tea in apy of the 
towns or villages of tfiis country? — I have certainly tasted in- 
ferior tea. 

3295. Did you ever sec in Apeiyca*any thing so bad as that 

which is sometimes sold in this country? — I do not think i 
have seen any so bad. But I do not think it is tea; I ^ink it 
is an adulteration with gooseberry leaves, or something of that 
kind. ^ 

3^96. Would not there be less, of that adulteration if there 
were brought to this country some of the lower qualities of teas ? 

' / . . 
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15 Mar. 18.10. —It would depend upon how brought. If the price was brought 

down so that the object would be trifling, there would be no 

joshva Bales, adulteration, I should think. 

3297. You think there would be less inducement to adul- 

terate the low-priced teas than the higher ? — Certainly there 
would be. * * 

3298. Do not the Americans usually carry on %helr trade in 
their own ships ?— They do. 

3299. The business of merchant and, ship-ow^er are not 
separated, as they are in this country ? — No, they are combined. 

3300. Does not that make it rather difficult to ascertain the 
precise value of freight in America ? — No ; there are many ships 
tliat.go on freight of course ; it fs a thing established as much 
as here. 

3301. Can you state to the Committee what would be the 
amouifl of freight from America to China and back or from 
America to Chjna and back to Eui;op^e ? — They go general^^n 
ballast.* A ship-owner, within two years, offered to furnish first- 
class shifts at 30^ dollars per ton, that is about £6. 10^. to go 
frohi America, to load teas at Canton, and returrt to Europe or 
America ; they would take out any cargo that the freighj^er 
might wish to send. 

3302. You mean that the party engaging the ships would 
have alight to fill her to any extent he might wish, *out and 
home? — Yes. 

3303. But the habitf of the trade is sut:h that there is very 
little freiglita^t out? — Yea. 

3304. Upon the av^rij^o what time does that voyage take ? — 
Upon the average about eleven months. Many go in ten 
months, but it is^pir to calculate a year. 

t 3305. Are you speaking of ships of the first class ? — Of the 
first class. « t 

5306. Are they ships in j^hich you would trust valuable com- 
modities, requiring to be kept dry, as soon as you would in any 
of the ships of the East-India Company ?— Certainly ; ships^ 
cannot be built stronger or better. 

3307. ^ Would you say that they were perfectly suited to the 
safe conveyance of a delicate article?— Certainly. 

3308. ^Should you think t*hem &3 little liable to sea average 
as any other ships ? — I should think they were less liable to it, 
perhaps, than any other. 

3309. What size are 'the American ships generally ? — Four 
hundred tons is about^the size. 

33114. AVe those considered better for the trade than larger or 
smaller ?— I think they have been found in'most trades to be the 
most economical size ; that is, to carry the Icrgest cargo at the 
smallest expense. , u k 

331 1. Do you know how luany men An American ship of 400 
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tons going to China is manned with ? — I do not remember whe- 
ther it is eighteen, or nineteen, or twenty,* but the entire number 
of persons on board is between those. 

3312. What is the ordinary rate of premium on insurance? 
j-Tiie premiinn has been two and a half per cent, at Lloyd's 
for a voyage jOut from London to Canton in an American ship ; 
I think it would be two per cent, if the insurance were now to 
be doge here. 

3313. Is that on goods or on specie ? — On goods ; oi! specie 

less. • 

3314. Do you find any difference in the insurance upon an 
American «hip that goes out from here and a Company’s ship? 
-^TJiere is a differcu’ce in tKe rate of insurance, but I think it 
ought not to be. I observe that on the Canipany's ships they 
pay three per cent, for the voyage out, and on the American 
ships I think it could be done at two. There is not much 
ini^urance done on Americans here ; but it should be considered 
tifat the Complfeny’s ships' stop at various places to land’ stores, 
perhaps go by way of Madras or Calcutta, and therefore; although 
1 think three per cent, is too much for them, 'it is not, on the 
whole, so fur out of the way. 

.^315. Can you state the comparison between the American 
ships and the Company’s ships that go direct from London to 
China without stopping I believe they charge that suA when 
they go direct. There is something about it which I think I do 
not understand ; there must be some^clauscs in the policy, 
otherwise I am sure three per cent, never would ^paid. There 
cannot be better ships, and commanded uiiquestmnably by men 
of first-rate abilies, and it is very rarely any accident happens to 
them. The rate of premium appears to me unaccountable. 

3316. Do you say confidently, that that ratdof premium docs 
exisf? — I am sure it exists, and it has surprised me frequently. ' 

3317. Dd not you think it may be ascribed to the •fact, that 
with respect to large ships, howeWr well constructed, ’^beir 
going out and coming into harbour is always a more difficult 
operation than with ships of a raore%ioc?eratc size P-Unquestion- 
ably it is ; but in tJiose long voyages there are only tw^o ports, one 
to leave and one to make, and those are such as arc easily made, 
I do not think that hazard is material. 

3318. You have stated the premium at Lloyd’s ; what would 

be the same premium done in America ? — I think they have 
even gone so low as one and a half per cent, from the United 
States to Canton direct. , , • 

3319. What is the premium out and home from the United’ 

States ? — Perhaps three to three and a half.' » ^ 

3320. Would it be the same from America to Canton, and 

back to Cowes aneba market ? — Jt would depend on the season, 
in seme degree ; if the voyage was to end late in the season it 
would be rather morq. > 

* / 
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15 Mir. 1830. 3321. Supposing the sliip to come into the channel at a 

— favourable season of the year? — I should think they would 
Jofhua^BateSf probably require a little more, perhaps a half per cent. 

3322. That ship would have not only to come to Cowes, but 

would have again to go to a market on the continent ? — Sh^^ 
would. ,, 

3323. Are the premiums generally higher or lower in America 
than at Lloyd’s ? — They are generally lower ; but the average 
clauses 'are not the same, which sometinnfes makei the higher 
premiums at Lloyd’s more advantageous than the lowxr pre- 
miums in the United States. 

3324'. Do you think you coul(J now, at the present time, 
procure good ships to go to China and’ bring back teas af 
£7. lOs. ? — I have not a doubt that I could get any quantity. 

332^ Do you mean American ships ?— American ships. 

3326. To go either from America or from Europe ? - From 

either. • ‘ 

3327. Gould American ships be hired in the river Thames to 
any amount ? — Kot to any extent ; you will geneijully find four 
or five small ships there. 

3328. When you talk of £7, 10^. per ton, what ton do fou 
speak of That is the ton of fifty cubic feet. 

2329? Is that the same measurement by which the Company’s 
contracts for freight are made? — It is the same measurement 
by which the Cbmpany’s contracts are made ; they take fifty 
cubic feet, I believe. The price was thirty dollars for forty 
cubic feet, which being, brought into the Company’s measure- 
ment makes £7, 10^- ror fifty cubic feet, which is the Com- 
pany's measured tonnage. 

3330. From your experience of the shipping of this country, 

clo you suppose that British shipping could be got at prices 
equally advantagedlis ? — ^I am afraid not, they cdst so much 
more!’ I should think the /ship-owners here could not afford, 
with the high prices of provisions and the cost of their ships, to 
navigate so ch^ap. • * 

3331. Can you state what you think the difference would be 
at which, the English ship-owner could afford to do the same 
trade ?— It requires a long calculation to determine that. I see 
the cost of a first-class ship ib the *Unitecl States would be £15 
per ton complete for sea, while here the price, I believe, would 
be £25. 

3332. Are you speakirtg ef a, river-built ship ? — A river-built 

ship would cost £25, a northern-built ship would cost £20.‘ It 
depends altogether upon what class of ships one would charter ; 
but with this increase in the value of tJie ship andlthe high price 
of provisions ; and the sailors, I believe, arc rather dearer here 
than in the United States, there would be a oifferencefc perljaps, 
of one-fourth in t])e freight. J ^ , 
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3333. Are you speaking now of the freight at which the 
English ship-owner could do the same voyage ? — I should think 
he would require a fourth more. 

3334. Is not a British ship more durable than an United 

State’s ship ? — There is no doubt she is more durable ; but that 
part of the ship which decays more in the American than iij the 
English is vefy easily replaced in the United States. Timber is 
very cheap ; therefore in a copper- fastened ship the wood part 
of it is a ve^y small ji^rt of the expense. , 

3335. Are you of opinion th^t the American could afford his 
freight at one-quarter less than the British ship-owner? — I 
should think he could; but I may not be correct in that; it 
rjequires some figures .to come to it. 

3336. Is that entirely owing to the difference of construction, 

or to what extent, cheapness of navigation ? — I should think 
one-half is the cheapness of navigating. * 

^?337. You think the dijfevence is about equfilly divided be- 
tween the expense of building and the expense of navigating ? 
— That, I should say, is about the division. ^ * 

3338. Wouikl it put the British ships more upon an equality, 
if tjiose ships for long voyages might be victualled at the price 
of provisions on the continent of Europe? — It would make a 
very great difference. 

3339. Jf, for instance, they could be supplied with bread 
and other provision-stores at the price of the bonded warehouse 
of corn, would that make a considerable* difference ?-^It would 
make a very great difference. It was the case UTat they could 
be so supplied some time ago ; but I imported some beef from 
America to supply that demand, and they altered the law here 
to prevent it ; that was about the year 1826. 

3340 . Your object being to victual your ship with forcigq 
provisions ?^That was the object of bringing the beef here. 

3341. Have there not been instances of ships clearing out 
from ports of Europe in preference tti* using ports in England, 
for the express purpose of cheape^vict|ialling ? — I should doubt 
tvhether that was the case. They can always in coming from a 
foreign port bring their bread ; and there is no place on the 
Continent where beef is packed so well as in this country. 

3342. Do the American s^ips that go out from here some- 

times bring their bread with them for the purpose f — They 
generally bring their stores with them ; they endeavour not to 
w ant much here. When they come from Canton, of course, 
thein stores are exhausted. ' • . 


3343. With reference to the difference between the amount 
of premiums on American ships' and on the Company’s ships, 
are you aware that risks on the Company’s ships are always 
subject to the destination of the' ship being altered, or the ship 
beii^ taken up as a transport, whilst an insurance on an Ame- 
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15 Mar. 1830. rican ship is not liable to any risk but from port to port? — 1 
should think tliat might account for part of the difference. I 
Joshua liaicSi was not aware that those clauses existed in the charter-party. 

I should think there is something more than that which causes 
the premium to be so high. ^ 

3344. Have you heard of any cases of the Americans suffer- 
ing from any conflict with the Chinese authorities at Canton? 
— 1 only remember one ; that was the case where an .Italian 
sailor, twho had committed murder, was given upi*o be stran- 
gled according to their laws. ,,11 was done very quickly, I 
believe. 


3345. Do the Americans use much of the authority of their 
consul there ? — I should think very little.* 

3346. Is there any difficulty of trading there, which makes 
them desirous of a more powerful representative of the country 
in the^igrt of Canton.^ — lam not aware that there is any such 
desire ; the tra^e has always gone qn very well, and with^jit 
any difficulty. 

3347. is thein trade sometimes directed to other ports than 
that of Canton in China? — I do not remember to have heard 
of any case of their going to any other ports ; it is possible that 
it might have taken place. 

334^ Do not they send goods to Manilla sometimes ? — To 
Manilla, and all the islands and ports in the Archipelago. 

3349. Do they take out goods suited to those different mar- 
kets ? — They take all goods suited to those markets ; imitations 
of Indian maniffactures, and the like. 

3350. Do you know of any voyages that have been under- 
taken to Cochin China or Siam by any of your countrymen ? — 
lliere was a voyage undertaken by Captain White, wh^)ul>- 
kshed a journal of it, to Cocliin China ; and Captain Coffin, 
who is here with the Siamese youths, made a voyjfge to Siam. 
His vessel w’as fitted here,^;Ur rather the cargo was sent to him 
at Hamburgh from hence! 

3351. Did he accomjl^ish his voyage ? — He went there and 
traded, and has repeated his voyage since. 

3352. ^ Was that the simple effect of a single trader, or was 
any consul, or was any official ‘person put forward to mediate 
with theegovernment? — Nohe other than Captain Coffin; he 
managed his own affairs. 

3353. And he did trade at Siam and came away ? — He did. 

3354. Do you know tvhtther he made a good adventur.e of 
it ? — 1 believe very fmr. 

335». Do the Americans trade to Sincapone? — They, I 
believe, are not allowed to trade direct to’ the little spot called 
Sincaporc. They call there and make their bargains, and they 
arc obliged to lay off, or to# go to some little distance^o acd^m- 
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plish the business ; it is not legal for them to load and unload 15 Mar. 1830. 
at Sincapore ; they have a little traffic there, but not much. 

. . Joshua Bates, 

3356, Do you think that a larger proportion of the Ameri- jhq. 
can trade in China is done through smuggling than of the Eng- 
Ijsh trade that goes there? — The only smuggling that I have 
ever heard ofi that might be called such, is that of opium, which 
is a j)rohibited article. There is no doubt that both the mas- 
ters aijd supercargoes in the private trade, as well as the Com- 
pany's ma&jers and j officers, do smuggle a little, some’ trifling 
things, but I think not to ary amount that is worth naming. 

The great smuggling business is that in which the Company arc 
so far interested, that they furnish the materials, the opium ; 
and no doubt the success of Ithat trade is very important to the 
revenues of the Company in the market it furnishes for the 
opium. 

.3.357. But yoij do not think that the American pari? of the 
trjule is more a smuggling trade than the English ? — Certainly 
not ; there is only one American ship, and there are usilally five 
English ships lying at Lintin for that purpose. 

3.358. Do vhe five English ships that are lying there carry 
on the English country trade ? — They are regular ships sta- 
tioned there for the purpose of smuggling, and nothing else. 

33,59. Do the Company's ships ever drop any goods at Lintin . 
for the purpose of smuggling? — I should think not, excepting a 
few small articles belonging to the officers, nothing worth men- 
tioning. • 

3300. Otherwise is the American trade at CaAton carried on 
as respectably, and with as respectable* and substantial persons 
there as the trade of the Company ?— It is. I should Ay the 
Company has no advantage there, other than that which the 
magnitude of their operations gives them ; any commercial house 
with the same amount of business, and moving with the same 
regularity, would have the same advantage.* * 

3361. Will you be so good as tc^^tate to the Committee*for 
the last four or live years the amount of your shipments to 
•Canton for American account, iJegirining with the years 1826 
and 1827, and the articles of which it consisted ? —In 1826 the 
amount was £120,000; and in^ 1827 the amount was.£85,000. 

It consisted of cottons, woollens, ifon, copper, quicksilver, co- 
chineal, opium, linens,. watchSs, and tin plates. • 

3362. Is the iron bar-iron ?— Bar-iron, and nail-rods, and 
hoops. 

^^363. Is the cotton, cotton- twisO or’ printed cotton ? — Cotton 
cloths printed. 

3364^. No aotton-twist ? — Not in 1827 : that is a iViora recent 
article. 

3365. >Vhat was the amount'in 1828?— The amount in 1828 
wa/£9B,(J00; and the amount in 1829, £147,000. 
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15 Mar. 1830. 3366. Are the articles you have stated the general articles of 

which all the adveottires are composed ?— Perhaps there are 
some articles ‘in the shipments which are different. There are 
some investments for the Manilla market, which if they do not 
suit at Canton are sent on there, but that would vary from the 
general character of the shipments. * * 

3367. Are they assorted according to the adviceS you receive 
of the capabilities of the different markets around ?— Yes.^ 

3366.*' Do not you think that with private tradeii? there is a 
stimulus to great industry and exertions in seeking out new 
markets and new branches of trade, which no company can 
rival ? — I certainly think that in pushing trade, individuals suc- 
ceed better than companies ; in any trade that requires ma- 
nagement and perseverance they will be more likely to succeed. 

336^ Do you send out any raw cotton from this country to 
China T—Vfo did last year send out a cargo ofeotton ; having a 
ship go(ng empt^, and cotton being, v^y low here, we 611ed l^r 
with cotton ; it was Surat cotton bought here. 

• 3370. It is presumed that that could not be done but for 

the fact of the outer freightage being of very Ifttle value? — 
Yes. 

3371. Did that cotton pay? — We have not heard of it yet; 
it was skipped in 1829# 

3372. On goods you send out there do you put the Com- 
pany's mark ? — We do ^ot ; we put one as near like it as we 
can make it, wi^out its being the real mark of the Company. 

3373. Is it distinguishable from the Company's mark?~ 
Very Ihsily by any person accustomed to look at those things. 

3374. By the Chinese ? — With the Chinese it is found that 

it. does not answer; for the Chinese, as soon as they get^thc 
goods into their pr^jssession, strip off our mark and put on an 
exact«imita£ion of the Compfiny’s mark. ' 

3375. Do you put on su^h a mark as you are directed to put 
on by your coiTespondetit%?.^J|fe8. 

3376. Are the initials of the house of Perkins on the mark ? ' 
—They afe. 

3377. They are put instead of Ihe initials of the Company ? — 

They arer ‘ * 

3378. Do not you put the American flag instead of the Eng- 
lish flag ?— Yes ; and put a globe instead of a crown, and leave 
qut some things entirely. * • 

3379. Do not the Chinese, to whom your goods are delivered, 
know that 6iey are not the Company's goods ; do .they suppose 
themselves to be buying of the Company?— Certainly not ; they 
know very well who they are buying of, andtthat they are not 
Company’s goods. It is for |he purpose of their currcitcy in^^^hc 
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interior, I suppose, that they wish to have the marks conform as 
nearly as possible to those of the Company’s. 

3380. If the Chinese strip off your mark and put on the Com- 
pany’s mark before they send them into the interior, of what, 
importance is it to mark them like the Company’s ? — I do not 
think it of any importance, it is better to be done there. 


15 Mar. 1830. 

Joshua Bates, 
Esq, 


3381. In the purchase of your woollen goods do you employ 
a gentl*eman of the name of tverett ?— We have employed Mr. 
Everett ; at^present we employ no one, we buy them ourselves. 

3382. Do you buy by contract ? — We have contracts with 
the manufacturers. 


3383. Do you make your contracts on as good terms as the 
Company ? — I think better 3 probably to tlie extent of six or 
seven per cent. 

3384. Do you think the quality of your goods is as gsod? — 
We endeavour to have them as ^od ; perhaps in some instances 
they are not quite so good. The reason wh)^ we can buy a 
little better is, that the Company has a very severe examination, 
which can be .better managed between individuals than with a " 
Company. 

d385. Do you mean by saying that it can be better managed, 
that you have a better means of compromise with the manufac- 
turer in case of any slight deviation from patterns ? — I should 
say, in hnany cases, a piece of doth that at the Company’s 
warehouse would be thrown out as impei;fect> a man would come 
to me and say, 1 will make you an allowance of so much on that 
piece of cloth, and by removing a stain, or setting in a piece, or 
the like, it would be accommodated ; whereas there is no possi- 
bilility, I believe, of his doing that with the Company ; at least 
they tell me so. 

3386. Do you suppose that any considerable portion of what 
you send out is goods that have been rejected by the pompany ? 
— I should think not. Perhaps so^i^times we buy them* at a 
very great sacrifice when rejected by the Company. 1 believe 
the party with whom we contract fm the chief part of our wool- 
lens would not offer a tender to die Company from the fear of 
loss, by having his goods rejected for trifling faults. 

3387. You think the power of the Company arbitrarily to 
reject, prevents manufapturera^f character from tenderiog goods 
to them ? — 1 think that the system which is necessary in all 
large establishments, renders the chance greater that some will 
be rejected for trifling faults : and if tho manufacturers And, in 
their contracts with the Company, that they lose on those re-- 
jected goods, they will contract at considerably less with indivi- 
duals with whom they can accommodate the matter 'without a 
•loss. 

3388. D,o you consider that you buy with as good credit as 
the Company?— Certainly; we pay ready money. 

■ / ‘ 
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15 Mar. 1830. 3389. Do not you think that, by means of your correspon- 

dence with the persons interested in the trade, you have better 
JoMktM Bales, means of acc6mmodating your supply to the peculiar demands of 
the market ? — I should say that, in that respect, we have no ad- 
vantage over the Company ; the officers of the Company are, I 
believe, industrious. In that respect, perhaps, individuals with 
less business may find more time to investigate, and may recom- 
mend some articles which may succeed, which would not be 
thought of, or would not be noticed by a layge body^ 

3390. Has your exportation of^manufactures been profitable? 
— I have no means of knowing, other than that 1 judge so by the 
increase. 

3391. Is it upon the increase ?-^It seems by the statement to 
be increasing. 

3392. Has not the American house for which you act had 

severaf partners who have made large foYtunes in the trade ? — 
Those that are j^ead all died very rich : those who have of J^te 
been partners in the house are also very wealthy. ^ 

3393. Supposing the trade to China were opened to every 
bo3y in this country, do not you consider that*it would be an 
injury to the American houses? — Eventually I should think it 
would ; perhaps immediately, in the destruction of the business 
in which I have been engaged for them. Eventually, it would 
probabfy injure our direct trade to Canton ; it would probably 
raise the price of teas for a time at Canton. 

3594. In what* way do you think it would raise the price of 
teas? — The Americans would probably buy up all the teas, if 
they could get hold of /hern : at least, there would be room for 
speculation. 

3395. Do not you apprehend there would be a great deal of 
overtrading for some time? — Undoubtedly there would be^, 

3396. And that fclie first year such a trade would.be attended 
wijth* great losses? — Geneially that has been the case where a 
trade has been opened ; bdt the distance to Canton is such, that 
it would perhaps be less ^anjn any other place, 

3397. Do not you think the ultimate result would be a con- 
siderable extension of the trade ?— I have no doubt it would 
increase Very much, so far as the sale of British manufactures in 
China and the neighbourhood is concerned. 

3398. You have stated the value o^ your exports to have 
increased from £85,000 in 1827, to £147,000 in 1829; from the 
increased cheapness of ^he goods, has not the quantity of your 
*inve8tment increased *more than in proportion to the increase of 
the value/— With reference to that increase in 1829, my im- 
pressidn is, that there was a quantity of opium purchased in this 
market which might amount to £20,000, and that would have 
accounted for part of it ; but ii^itli relation to British manufac- 
tures, I doubt whether there has been any considerablA fall 
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between 1827 and 1829; probably the quantity has increased 
more than the amount. 

3399. Do you know of any goods sent from this country on 
account of Messrs. Perkins and Co. having been sold at a dis- 
^count in Chinji ? — Never. 

3400. H^ve you heard of the Americans having lost by the 
export of manufactures from this country to China ?— Never. 

3401. Do not the Company deal upon contract with respect 
to their teas in China? — Principally on contract. * 

3402. Do not you think thiit the dealers in teas would be 
more likely to regulate their supplies of tea, so as to furnish a 
regular supply of good tea, jvhile depending upon a contract, 
than if they were to depend upon a fluctuating market? — That 
is a point which 1 think remains to be proved. There is a 
difference of opinion with regard to that among those ^ho re- 
side on the spot.* Some Americans say, that they believe the 
Company keeps the price* o£ tea up ; that they are confident the 
mode oi‘ dealing keeps the price of tea up ; others are of a diffe- 
rent opinion, and think that the supply miglV^ fall olf, or that 
the price mig^it fluctuate, and be very much against foreigners 
if fhe Company were not there. 

3403. Do you know that the tea is sold here by the Company 

genuine as imported ?— It is. , 

3404. • Have you ever heard Americans express any alarm on 

the prospect of a free trade from this country to Canton ?— I 
have certainly heard them express sonie degree of alarm for 
their own China trade in case it should be ope*fied ; that they 
might eventually be obliged to come to*London for their teas, 
from the course which trade would take in consequence of that 
change. * « 

3405. Do you think, in case of a free trade between Canton 

and this country, that the trade would veryjuuch increase from 
England to Canton, and lessen from America to Canton ?-pIf 
the trade was thrown entirely open^^and teas treated as any 
other commodity, and allowed ^o be warehoused here and 
brought in foreign ships, ray opinion is, that this'eountry would 
absorb the whole tea trade of Europe, and of course injure 
that of America. • * 

3406. Do not you think tlvit the Americans, by some coun- 
teracting duties, would still keep the supply of tea to their own 
ports? — There is a small duty upon teas from other places than 
from China now, but it seems probable^ that the duties will go 
entirely off in America, that therb will, be no occasion for* 
duties. 

3407. Supposing that to be the case, might they not, in 
•order to secure their own navigation, make new laws for that 
purpose? — They ifiight, certainly. 

3^08. ^ou stated the different prices at which souchong was 
• 3 li • 
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15 Mar, 1830. you aware that the price of souchong tea at the Com- 

—— pany s sales in the years 1828 and 1829 was 2s, lOd. per pound, 

Joshva Bales, whilst in Amefrica at the same period it was only 11^/, and \2d, 
per pound ? — I should say that the souchong that was sold in 
America was, in the first place, inferior to that of the Com- 
pany ; and in the next place, that the Company got a very"^ 
brilliant profit on their importation. ^ 

3409. It appears that there was the same difference of price 
in the [yice of bohea tea in the years 1828 and 182Q; the price 
at the Company’s sales was 1^. 6d^ per pound, and in New York, 
in the same year, it was Sd. and 9d. per pound. Does any 
thing suggest itself to you upon that? — Nothing more than that 
it is a monopoly here, and it is free there. . However that great 
difference should not be set down to monopoly, because there 
is, no doubt, some difference in the quality. 

3410. In your estimation, is there that difference in the 

quality which jrould justify that difference in the prices — 
Certainly not. * * * 


3111 Was nyt it a losing trade importing that tea into 
America at those prices? —Generally it has been a profitable 
trade ; those who have been engaged in it have made fortunes. 

3412 The question refers to the particular prices that have 
been mentioned, of 8</. for bohea tea? — My impression is, that 
the lowest price for bohea tea at Canton, in that year, was 
about tw’clve tales, that would be about i^d, a pound. 

3413. You stated, tJiat many houses in the China trade 
have failed in HVinerica ; do you attribute those failures to losses 
upon their homeward cargoes? — The failures are undoubtedly 
owing to their mode of transacting business. It appears that 
the parties who Ijave failed for such large sums who have been 
in the China trade, one in particular I happen to knqw all 
about, was a grocer and tea-dealer, and he had accjuired about 
100,000 dollars in fiiat tracjp; and he thought he would become 
a 'trader to China- He itembarked that sum, and perhaps 
100,000 more that he borrowed, and was very successful. On 
the return of this ship he*^ haj^pened to come to a good market, 
the cargo was sold with the duties added to it, and when he 
came into possession of all this money he thought he could never 
be ruined ; that led him to project the running of a monthly 
packet U) Canton, and in the coul’se of carrying this plan into 
effect he was ruined, as might have been supposed. 


3414. Was it not the case, that the teas which he had on 
hand at the time of liis* fkilure being sold in the market 
Vere sold at a loss/ — Undoubtedly they were sold at a very 
great ^oss# 

3415. Would not that account for the low price referred to- 

in the previous question? — That would atcount for the low 
price in part. It was in the year 1828 that this •gentUman 
fnled, r , . , \ 
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3416. Are you aware that the loss of the Canada trade, and j 5 jyjar. 1830. 

the prohibitory duties laid on in Holland,' have also contributed 

very much to reduce the quantity which the Americans could Joshua Bates, 
sell? — Undoubtedly that would have some effect; but I think 

it will be seen that the trade in America was pushed beyond- 
^vhat it could bear. From £111,000, the amount in 1823-4, 
it was raised^ to £125,000 in 1825-6, and then it fell off to 
£102,000 in the year 1827. In 1828-9 it was £80,000. No 
doubt this may be accounted for in part by the introduction 
of teas into Canada by the Company. 

3417. You stated there was considerable facility in conduct- 

ing business at Cnnton, can you give any instance of a ship 
having entered and , cleared out from that port in a very 
short space of time ? — I can mention several ; but one which 
is within my recollection. There was a ship called the Howqua, 
which went from this country before I had the chargq^vof the 
business of the Boston house : she sailed from here ; arrived at 
Canton with a cargo of B. iti-sh goods ; a cargo of teas of 5,000 
quarter chests was purchased there, shipped on board her, and 
she sailed agg^in after remaining there eleven days. , 

3418. What was the size of that ship? — 380 or 400 tons. 

3419. Do you know any port where that business could have 
been conducted in a shorter space of time ? — Possibly at Li- 
verpool they might Iiave done it a little quicker ; but I should 
doubt whether it could be done even there. 

3420. Could they in London ? — Certainly not in London. 

3421. Do you know any port on the continen&^ where similar 

dispatch could have been used ? — am«not aware of any other 
port in the w'orld where it could be done with much greater 
rapidity. ^ 

3422 . Arc you acquainted with any individual merchant at 
Canton who transacts the greater part of the business there ?— I 
know Mr. Cushing and Mr. Sturges^^ Mr. Chshing is^the largest. 

3423. What proportion do you cJlnceive his business borfe to 
the whole amount of the American transactions ? — I sec the 
‘Company's exports are put down%r the year 1826-7, including 
the factory expenses and every thing, at 9,000,000 of dollars : I 
should suppose that the house ^,of lurking and Company might 
have shipped during the past jrear 2,000,000 of dollars. 

3424. Do you conceive the Chinese to be an anti-cdmmcrcial 
people ? — I should say not, they seem to be very fond of trade ; 
there is no unwillingness to deal with foreigners. 

3425. Were not Spanish dollarb* fornr\erly the article chiefly 
shipped at Canton ? — From this country I believe they were, and 
from the United States. 

3426. When did the export of British manufactures on Ame- 
rican account cdrnmencc ? — I' think about the year 1819 or 

isk 
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3427. Have you ever made any calculation as to the cost to 

the British public of the teas now brought by the Company, and 
sold here, over and above that which they would pay if bought 
on private accuunt ? — I should say the teas cost the country 
about a million and<a half more than they would if bought on pri- 
vate account. * * 

3428. Do you mean to say that the India Coilipany derive 
a profit of a million and a half beyond what you consider would 
be a fair mercantile profit ? — Beyond a fair^ mercantde profit. 

3429. What would you consider to be a fair mercantile profit 
upon an article like tea, considering the distance it has to be 
brought, and the length of time that a person must lie out of his 
capital ? — I should suppose 25 per cent, .would be a fair mer-. 
can tile profit on the Canton cost on the finer teas ; perhaps the 
very coarse teas would bear rather more. 

343Qi Do you mean including freight and insurance ? — After 
paying freight and insurance. , 

3431. * Is that without taking into* calculation any profit upon 
the outward cargo ? — Without that. I mean to say that on teas 
'brought here, or ‘brought to any market on the Continent, 25 

per cent, would be a remunerating profit, 

3432. What should you consider the fair profit, as profit upon 

the use of the capital employed on such a trade? — Very small. 
It is a v5ry regular certain trade, and 1 should suppose diat five 
per cent, beyond simple interest of the money would be a fair 
profit. * « 

3433. In caipulating this million and a half which you sup- 
pose the India Company, to make beyond what you would con- 
sider a fair profit, do you take into consideration the expensive 
mode in which th^ conduct their operations, or do you mean to 
say only that the^tea costs the consumer a million and a half 
nfore than it ought to do, and yet afibrd a mercantile return to 
the free trader? — I Cannot enter into the question as' to the cx- 
pense^by their mode of get0ig teas here ; I only know what, in 
the course of the operations with which I am acquainted, the tea 
would cost me |o deliver htre.* I think I could venture to con- , 
tract to deliver it for one-third less than the Company’s sale 
prices in London. 

3434. Then your statement would not be disproved, if the 
East-lndia Company were to shotv that *they did not, in fact, 
make a million and a half profit? — I should^ think if that it is 
so, it must be from some management different from what we 
are accustomed to. * 

3435. When you nientioned the sale price, did you mean 
the price at#the Company’s public sales ? — Yes. 

3436. Is your calculation made with reference to the teas ^ 
sold in other countries, or with reference to tke teas sold here ? 
—With reference to the nrofiton the oneratiun. ^ a 
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34317. You have said that the Ireight in a British ship would 15 Mar. 
be higher than an American ship ; do you know what the 
amount of freight is now between London and Calcutta in a 
British ship ? — It is very low on some articles ; £1,1 believe, on 
heavy goods. But they cannot afford to carry goods at that ■ 
price ; it is the? passengers that pay them, or some other com- 
pensation wWch they get. 


Josliutt Bates f 
Esq. 


3438. On the average of the last two or three years, do you 
know what jjas been Jhc freight on ships from London ^o Cal- 
cutta? — I should think during the whole of the last year 
the freight out of heavy goods, such as iron and copper, 
has not been above 30.s‘. and the homeward freight has 
generally been £4 on similar goods, making altogether £5. 10s. 

3439. Would not the freight from London to Calcutta be the 
same as the freight from London to Canton ? — Certainly not. 
From London to Calcutta there are always a great manyf)assen- 
gers, which pay very well. 

'3440. Independently olT the question of passengers,* is not 
there as much risk attending the voyage from London *to Cal- 
cutta as the v'iyage from London to Canton?— Quite as mudi. * 


.3441^ Have you been acquainted with the freight from this 
country to India ? — We have shipj)ed pretty largely some years 
to Batavia, and we have also an acquaintance with the trade of 
Bengal. ^ • 

3442. You have stated that the tea brought from Canton to 
England is better in quality than the ton taken from’ Canton to 
America, or to the continent of Europe? — I S£^ that it is so 
generally ; there is as good tea goes to .America, but generally 
it is not so good. 

3443. Are you not aware that the great bijjk of tea brought 
by tl^e Company to England is tea of an inferior description? — 
It is what would be termed an inferior sort of tea. 

3444. Would not you term congq^an inferior sort 6f teaj ^ — It 

is generally understood to be so. ^ * 

3445. Do you know the propq^’tioig that congo tea bears to 

fhe other sorts of tea imported upon the Company’s account 
from Canton ? — In 182G-7 the Company exported of Bohea 
tea, 54,000 peculs ; of congo taa, 171,000 pcculs ; of tfouchong, 
2,000; of sunchi, 1,000; of^pecco, 500; tonkay, 5,400; of 
skin, 2,000 ; of superiefr tonkay, 2,000. • 

3446. Are the inferior descriptions of tea in as much demand 

in the United States and on the continent of Europe as they are 
in England ? — I doubt if that denonlination of tea is much used 
in the United States ; they confine themselves more to young 
hyson ; the gseat consumption is green tea. * • 

* 3447. Do you know how that is on the continent of Europe ? 

— Supposing the #argoes sent to Europe arc assorted to meet 
the /demands there; 1 find, out of the 35,000, 1,500 bphea and 

‘ i * / • • • 



368 Evidence on east-india affairs: 

15 Mar. 1830. 10,000 of Congo ; 4,600 campoy, 4,000 souchong, 2,000 pccco, 

W 3,000 hyson, 2,000 skin, 3,400 tonkaj^ 2,300 young hyson, 500 

imperial, and 500 gunpowder. 

3448. Were you rightly understood to state that it is a pre- 
■ valent opinion that* the Company have an advantage in their pur- 
chase of tea, inasmuch as they contract for it ?— I have stated 
that the Company have no advantage in purchases of tea over 
other individuals, than what they derive from the magnitude of 
their operations, which any other commercial house, woulcl enjoy 
if moving u like amount of business. 

3449. You have expressed an opinion, that in the event of 
the China trade being thrown open, it would probably centre in 
this country ; would that arise from cheaper purchases of tea, 
or from cheaper supplies in this country, or from cheaper ship- 
ping being engaged, or from what other cause ? — There would be 
a great export of manufactures to those regions, and of course 
something would be wanted for returns. They would bring 
back teas, and 'every description of produce they could findSn 
those countries ; and not only would bring back such, but per- 
haps increase them by the very act of carrying mjvniifactures, as 
many of the irdiabitants of those countries, who have hitherto 
not laboured at all, seeing such beautiful things brought Mut 
from this country, would be desirous of possessing them, and 
proceed, to labour to get something to buy them with ; and this 
course of trade would bring, perhaps, more tea here than is 
wanted ; ^nd the price being reduced, it would either be bought 
for smuggling into the Continent, or for exporting to those 
places to whidti it could go legally. 

3450. Do you consider the trade in China susceptible of any 
great increased stimulus ? — I see nothing to prevent it increasing 
ver}' much. t 

- 3451. Are you aware that the Company has already ''Inade 
efforts for ^ that end? — That is very possible; but*! think the 
Company is viewed with s^ne degree of jealousy. Their ships 
have a sort of warlike character that subjects them to some de- 
gree of jealousy. I thinlt individuals would be more likely to 
discover a mode of extending the trade. 

3452. What are the reasons upon which you form that opi- 
nion ? — It is formed from the experience of the course of trade 
in other^ places. I remember that in 1818 and 1819 the first 
shipments of British manufacture took place to Java and Ma- 
nilla to any extent, and now those places have become very ex- 
tensive markets- 

* 3453. The question alluded to the circumstance of the armed 
ships of t^^e Company being viewed with some degree of jea- 
lousy ?— I have always understood that the Chinese are a timid 
people ; and in the case of Siam, I believe the Company sent 
an armed embassy there, and it failed, while t^aptain Coffin suc- 
ceeded in trading very welL 
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3454fv Do the American ships carry any guns ?— They carry 15 Mar. 1630. 
a few small guns. ^ 

3455. What do they carry them for ? — To beat off pirates in 
case they should meet them. 

•3456. When «vas the embassy from the Company to Cochin 
China^ was it Jjcforc Captain Coffin went there or after ?-»-It 
was after he had made one voyage there. 

3457f Do you suppose it failed because it was accompanied 
with an arme& force ?-S^No doubt of it. * 


3458. Do you think any sueft jealousy exists at Canton with 
respect to the Company’s ships coming armed ?— I should think 
they always felt some degree of fear, being defenceless there. 

3459. Do you think there would be less difficulty in indivi- 
duals going with ships not armed than talces place now ? — I 
should think there would ; I think they would prefer tg deal 
with private trader^. 

SIgO. Have you known hnjr difficulty that the ^Company have 
been under in carrying on their trade in consequence of having 
armed ships ?-y I do not know that they have been under any • 
absolute difficulty ; but there is a feeling of fear and jealousy I 
havt? altPays heard expressed. I remember the trade being 
stopped at one time by the inability of the Chinese to distin- 
guish the Company’s ships from frigates. The frigate Qollis, T 
think during the late war, was chasing an American ship off the 
mouth of the river ; the American escaped and^he pursued her, 
by her boats, and captured her in the rivfer. There was a stop- 
page then, I believe, of the trade, owing to th/ Chinese not 
being able to distinguish between a King’s ship and a Com- 
pany’s ship. 

3461. Have you ever heard from any of your correspondents 
what %as likely to be the result in case of the trade being 
opened at Kincapore, whether it was likclj§ to become an em- 
porium for the sale oftea?— I have itever heard any thing from 
my correspondents about it. 

, 3462. Have you not heard that tbe Americaps were likely 
to carry on a trade there, supposing they had not been pro- 
hibited by the Company ?— I do not think the American^ would, 
because they have free access tcT Canton. 

3463. Do you see any adl^antange that would be likely to 
arise upon the trade to Sincapore, w hich does not exist at Can- 
ton, with respect to any difference in the duties upon the export 
of teas by Chinese ships as compared -with foreign ships?— It 
is probable there may be some little difference, although I can-* 
not state what it is ; but I should think lhat a trade in that 
,way, which would be carried on in Chinese junks, would be 
very irregular, andj;iot to be depended on much. 

3^64. Ohn you state the amount of the trade carried on 
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between the north-west of America and Canton ?— I should 
suppose it might be to the extent of half a million of dollars; it 
is falling off, I believe, now. 

‘34i65. Can you furnish the Committee with a statement of 
the prices paid by the Americans for tea at Canton ? — I ccn 
state the prices paid at any given time ; hsre afe the prices- 
current with the last season. 

3466. Will you have the goodness to state them*? — The 
current prices were as follows: bohea, lO'to 12 tales per pecul ; 
congou, 14 to 20 tales per pecul ; campoy, 14 to 20 tales per 
pecul; souchong, 14 to 25 tales per pecul ; pecco, none ; hyson 
skin, 9 to 18 tales per pecul ; tonkay and singlo, 15 to 20 tales 
per pecul ; young hyson, 20 to 35 tales per pocul ; hyson, 30 to 
45 tales per pecul ; imperial, 40 to 50 talesT per pecul ; gun- 
powder, 40 to 52 tales per pecul. 

34d7. In estimating the profits of the Company, beyond the 
profit which a private merchant wou[d require, to amount a 
million and a half, have you referred to the tables laid before 
Parliament stating the prime cost at Canton and the amount 
of the sale prices? — I have referred to those. ' 

3468. Have you seen any advices with respect to :hc rales 
of bills at Canton, which would lead you to imagine that the 
American commercial transactions have remained undisturbed 
after tlie movements which are supposed to have la/.ely taken 
place at that port ?— I have no doubt that the American trade 
goes on, from extracts from the China papers, which mention 
transactions m different kinds of goods, which could not take 
place if the trade wer^ not going on. 

3460. Do you think that the free traders in Canton do not 
derive protection ‘and benefit from the existence of the Com- 
pany's Factory keeping the Chinese authorities in awe ?^— The 
trade may be more steady in consequence of the regularity with 
which the Company raovq, but I should not think it gave them 
arty additional security inf their operations. 

« o 


‘ Martis IG"" die Martii 1830. 

* Mr. JOHN DEANS called inland examined. 

3470. In what part of the East-Indies have you resided? — 
In the Eastern Archipqlago. 

3471. For how many yeWs have you resided there?— ‘I re- 
sided theje constantly for upwards of twenty years. 

347^2. Where was your residence during th'^t period ? — I 
resided for three years in Prince of Wales’ jfsland, and the rest 
in Java: for two years I was ‘travelling about the 4j‘chipelago 
— the first two years of mt being in the East. 
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3473. Will you be so good as to state the period at which is Mar. 1830. 
you ‘Went to the East, and at which you left it? — I arrived in 

the East in 1806 ; I left Java in the beginning of 1828 : during 
that time I was a little more than two years in Europe. 

3474. In whigit capacity were you residing in the East? — 

Generally as a merchant; for the greater part of that time as 
a merchant and agent. 

3475» Had you any opportunities, during your residence in the 
East, to accpiire any knowledge of the Chinese populaticm, and 
did you come in contact with J:hat population ? — My principal 
intercourse was with Chinese settlers in the Archipelago; I 
carried on extensive commercial transactions with them. 

■ 3476. Did those commercial transactions give you any op- 
portunities of kn( wing and studying their character ? — I had 
considerable opportunities. t 

3477. Are the . Chinese settlers numerous in the Indian 
Ar^iipelago ? — They are fjomputed at about 20>000 in IJatavia 
and its environs, and perhaps twice the number throughout Java 
and throughout the Archipelago: they are yery numerous, 
but I have not^he means of stating their exact number. 

3"178i^Vhat are their chief pursuits at Batavia ? — They are 
traders, they arc mechanics, and they are sometimes cultivators; 
that is to say, in Java, superintending cultivators ; they j^re lar- 
mers of laind, and owners of it in some parts. 

3479. What is their character as traders, speaking generally ? 

— They are keen, enterprizing traders, extremely expert in their 
dealings, and understand the nature of the trade 6f those coun- 
tries in which they are settled perhapj# better than any other 
people. 

3480. Have they information that enables them to carry on 
their commercial transactions with advantage ? — They seem to 
have very accurate information, and receive ^t very quickly too. 

3481. Can 3 mu state any instance^ their mode of acquTring 
information, and the quickness with which they receive it ? — 

Ij, is a well-known fact in Java, tkat they recei\;e commercial 
information throughout the distant parts of Java much earlier 
than European merchants do who communicate through the 
regular government post. • 

3482. Are there amqngst tl*m persons of wealth acquired in 
commerce ? — There are of considerable wealth. 

3483. What is their character as merchants, with reference 
to the punctuality of their dealings ryidnhe mode of transacting 
business ? — Those who have obtained a high reputation are ex- 
tremely tenacious of it, and they are very punctual in aU their 
jdealings. 

3484. Do they appear to possess more or less of the charac- 
teristics which are requisite for the business* of a merchant than 
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the natives of other oriental countries ?— -I do not think they are 
exceeded by the natives of any country as a commercial people. 

3485. Do you include European countries ?— I do. 

3486. Is it difficult to transact business with them ?— Not the 
least; I have never had any difficulty with thet^Chinesc. 

3487. Have you, in point of fact, transacted ^rmuch business 
with them ? — I have, very extensive business. 

3498 . Will you state 'what that busipess was ?— I ihiported 
largely British manufactures to Java, and theme dium of commu- 
nication with the natives was “generally through the Chinese, 
who purchased from me in whole cases or bales, and retailed to 
natives, giving me their simple notes of hand for payment, and 
being always punctual in meeting those demands. 

8489. You have stated that there are about 20,000 Chinese 
residifig in Batavia ; are they dispersed among the other inha- 
bitants, or do they form a class residing separately ? — In Bata- 
via, as in all other large towns throughout the Archipelago, they 
reside in what is called the China Camp, which is a part of the 
town appropriated to themselves, and there tljey retain their 
own usages and customs ; even the architecture of the town is 
the same as in China, and the very mode of arranging liri.' htruse- 
hold is the same* 

3490. Is any proportion of the population of a permanent 
character, or is it altogether a migratory one ? — They arc gene- 
rally of a permanent /:haracter, but there are some that return 
to China occasionally. 

3491. Are those thq most wealthy that return, or do the more 
wealthy fix there ?— They are generally wealthy people that 
return. 

3492. Is there shown amongst them, with respect to their 
own consumption, any indisposition to articles of European pro- 
duce ? — Not the Ibast indisposition to articles of European pro- 
duce, but rather a growiiyg taste for them of late. 

3493. Are you aware^of the existence of any customs or pre- 
judices which indispose them to the use or consumption of arti- 
cles of European produce or manufacture ?— I am not aware of 
any. » 

3494. What articles of Europpan produce seem to be matters 
of desii*e to the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia ? — As liousehold 
furniture, they are very partial to our glass-ware of all descrip- 
tions, to our mirrors, and other articles of ornament, and the 
consumption of them *ha9 greatly increased since the traders 
have conformed to ,their partialities as to shapes and patterns. 

3495. \Vith respect to dress, what is their practice ? — The 
brm of a Chinaman’s dress is always the same wherever he is*, 
)ut the articles of which it is now compelled throughout Java 
generally consist of European manufactures. TheVe are some 

, • ‘ t \'i 
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few smted to the climate, and which have not been imitated 16 Mar. 1830. 
by is, still Chinese. 

3496. What articles of’ European manufacture are used in the 
dress of the Chinese inhabitants in Java ? — Woollens and cotton 
cloths ; the latter very extensively. 

3497. Havi you any reason to form an opinion whether the 

taste for European manufactures which exists amongst the Chi- 
nese inhabitants of Java is peculiar to them, or whether it extends 
also to the ^habitanf^ of the empire itself? — I cannot (fxactly 
state this. The settlers are Chinese ; their habits and manners 
are the same in the Archipelago as in their native country, I 
believe, and they readily adopt our manufactures in preference 
t<) their own, when those are clieaper and better. When I first 
went to Java, in 1811, they were almost exclusively clothed in 
Chinese manufactures, and 1 ^l^itnessed a revolution there which 
almost clothed them in European manufactures, during tHfe time 
I \yas there. ^ , , 

3498. In what interval of time was that change cfTccted? — 1 
commenced as a merchant and agent in 18L%: at that tim§ I 
do not think life consumption of British manufactures exceeded 
300.dcai*irthroughout the whole of Java ; in 1826, the last year 
of which I have any precise account, the importation of cottons 
exceeded 6,000 cases in Java. 


3499. Can you state what the value of those 6,000 cases 
might be in the market of Batavia ? — I think th^jy may. be taken 
upon an average at about £50 a case. 

3500. Did the consumption of woollens and o^ier European 
articles increase in somewhat an analogbus proportion ? — Per- 
haps not so extensively; they did increase very considerably, 
and I myself at one time imported very extensively. 


35(fl. During your stay at Batavia, have you known many 
new Chinese settlers fix themselves at the Ohina Carpp ? — The 
junks generally import, I think, froljj 800 to about 1,50#, pr 
sometimes more, annually, settlers from China. 

. 3502. Among those new settlerif is tSiere any d^ficulty in pro- 
moting a consumption of European manufactures? — They 
generally arrive very poor, but as soon as they obtain the means 
of purchasing, they do not long delay availing themselves of it. 

3503. You have stated that 'many of these persons lhat ac- 
quired wealth in Java returned with their wealth to China, were 
those persons who so returned persons who were consumers of 
British goods and manufactures? — Tjiey were. 

35b4. Have they, on returning to China, ^been dispersed over 
different parts j)f the country, or have they been confiaed to one 
particular province? — They have generally gone back to the 
province to which they belonged. 

3505. Db the emigrants to Batavia belong to one particular 
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16 Mar. 1H30. province, or do they come from different parts of the empire? 

— They came from different parts of the empire, particularly "^the 

Mr, J. Beans, provinces of Canton and Fokien. 

3506. Are you aware what numbers annually return from 

Java to China? — No, I am not aware; they are very few indeed 
compared with those who come to Java. ^ 

3507. Have the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia any particular 
prejudices with regard to their diet and the consumption of their 
food?— Not the least. I have dined with the Chine5,c merchants 
at as good a dinner as I could ha/e got any where in India, and 
I have seen recently a growing taste among them for hams, both 
the York and Westphalia, for fish, such as mackarel and 
herrings, for salt butter, and for wine and' beer, and particularly 
Geneva. 

350g. You have stated that tlit Chinese at Batavia are pur- 
chasers of European produce for their own consumption, and 
also that they ' purchase for sale • toi others ; is that as rti||,iil 
traders ? — Yes ; as retail traders, they are generally the medium 
• of ;pommunicati(Mi between the Europeans and the natives of the 
Archipelago. ^ 

3509. Is that trade carried on by them for cash, or'^k^y bills? 
— Occasionally both. Tliey frequently sell for cash ; and very 
often they barter for produce, which they sell again to European 
merchants. 

3510. In what description of vessels is the trade carried on 

between Batavia and C^liina ? — There is a trade in junks; and 
there is also a'trade in vessels of different nations, particularly 
Americans. * 

3511. Confining yourself to the junks, will you state what 

description of vessels, and of what size ? — In consequence of* the 
vexatious forms in the customs of Batavia the trade in junlis fell 
off; and I think in«1825 there were only four junkp, the trade 
being confined to Batavia^^* amounting to 440 lasts or 880 tons. 
Since that there has been a modification of the custom-house 
regulations; the forms hfive Jieen rendered more easy to them, 
and the easterti ports of Java have been opened, and now thte 
trade is considerably increased. I think the last that I heard of 
the junks was, that seven or eight had arrived in Java; certainly 
that number, if not more. • ^ 

3512. * Of wliat tonnage are those jun*ks chiefly? — Their ton- 
nage varies ; 1 do not think that any of them exceed 400 tons, 
as far as I could judge ^r learn from the Chinese themselves. 

’ 3513. What is the gene*ral average? — The general average 

may be about 300 tons. 

3514. Can you state what has been the ami/unt of the ex- 
ports from Java to China ? — The exports fjom Java to C hind 
in 1825, which waS one of the* worst years of the tr£jde, but the 
only year I have an accurate account of, exceeded about 
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2,700,000 guilders, or £225,000 ; that was the year in which the 16 Mar. 1830, 
porl of Batavia only was opened. ’ 

3515. Of what produce did that consist ? — There was about 
£54,000 in specie, £40,000 worth of birds >nests, £4,250* of 
Ijetherlands wopllens, and the remainder consisted of a variety 
of articles, such as pepper, betel-nut, rattans, tripang, &c. • 

3516. What is tripang? — It is a sea-slug that is fished in the 
Eastein Archipelago. It was formerly only found in the Eastern 
Archipelagof principally about the Gulph of Carpentaiia; the 
amount of it was about 14,000«peculs, which was sent to China, 
value about £120,000. It has been lately found to abound on 
the coast of Ce \ Ion and in the Mauritius, and is likely to become 
am important article in the tra*de with China. 


3517. Was there any opium forming part of that trade? — 
There was; but not to any c()nftiderable extent, and prijjcipally 
Turkey opium. 

6^18. What were the imports at that time in1:o Batavia from 
China? — They amounted to about £75,000, Tlie imports were 
principally by jthe junks; the exports were byc^l vessels. • • 

3519-Df what did the imports consist? — A variety of articles 
suitWTo the Chinese settlers, of which about 7,800 was in 
teas. 

3520. Can you state the number of square-rigged* vessels 
which sailed from Batavia, or touched there in their way to 
China in that same year? — In 1825, |he namber of square- 
rigged vessels which touched at Batavia in their^ way to China 
was sixteen, 

3521. From what countries? — Three were Dutch, four 
English, one Portuguese, and eight Americans. 

3522. Have you had occasion to consider how far the Eastern 

Arcliipelago might become a channel through which teas coufd 
be sent to Europe ? — I have. ^ • • 

3523. On what occasion, and under what circumstances, 'did 
you turn your attention to that subject? — In the beginning of 
1822, when there, was a talk of*the stoppage ©f the trade, I 
thought it adviseable to consult the agents of the junks as to the 
practicability of their bringing teas suited to the .European 
market to Batavia ; they assured me, that if any interruption 
of the European trade occurrecl, they thought they couAd bring a 
very considerable quantity next year. 

3524. Was this communication with persons upon whose truth 

and^ fidelity you had reason to reiy ? — They were the super- 
cargoes and agents of junks ; men who qonduct the whole of 
the trade in ^le junks. • , 

• 3525. Were they persons with whom you had other commer- 

cial transactions tltot enabled you to rely.uppn the statements 
they madt? — Yes ; and the comnqunication Was made to them 
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16 Mar. 1830. through tliese merchants, with whom I had had extensive 

3526. Did the communications so far impress themselves 
upon your mind, as that if the event had occurred of the 
stoppage of the direct China trade, you would have given orders*, 
and relied on the execution of those orders for supplies of 
tea in the way suggested ? — I did not entertain the least doubt 
that the Chinese with whom I proposed the arrangement would 
have biought all the teas they could have procured, on their 
return from China the next season, and that they would have 
brought me particular accounts how far they could have conti- 
nued that trade, which they seemed to be pretty confident they 
could do to a considerable extent. 

3527. Should you apprehend that a trade so carried on would 
have exposed merchants like your^3lf engaging in it to any fraud 
in the quality of the goods supplied ? — I had some apprehension 
of that,, and I mentioned it to those Oiinese ; but they assifrfxi 
me I need be under no apprehension, for that they dealt with 

.respectable men,t.who always attached their chop or name to 
the packages, and that they had never been deceived. They 
reminded me of a circumstance that was perfectly weT^<5:n<iwn 
to myself, which was of the tobacco of the Cadoo, which is a 
province in the centre of Java, which passes throughout the 
whole of the Archipelago, bearing the name of the ciiltivator, 
and according to his reputation it bears a price without even 
being examined. ' I had dealt largely in this article, and I knew 
that this was t\je case ; and of course I could only assent to that 
observation. , 

3528. Are the Committee to understand that there is a class 

ofcultivators in J^va, being Chinese, who deal in tobacco in the 
way you have described ? — They are Chinese cultivi^tors, 
whose names are a guarantee for the quality of the tobacco 
they sell. ^ 

35^9. During your residence at Batavia, have you had any evi- 
dence of disadvantages toyhic^ British ships have been subject, 
in consequence?- of their exclusion from the ports of China ? -* T 
have had marly. I have often myself, in shipping goods trf 
China, been obliged cither to gef freight on foreign vessels, or 
to hire Dutch colonial vesseJs to proceed to the Straits of Sunda 
to meet the Company's ships, for tlie purpose ot‘ cither disposing 
of the produce 1 had for the China market, or of sending it on 
freight to China. 

< 3530. Have you known 'any arrivals at Batavia from New 
South Wales in quest of freight ? — Many; there are generally 
every year a considerable number of ships come from New South 
Wales in quest of freight. ^ 

3531. Has thc^^ state of the law put you under the* necessity 
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of shipping consignments of produce in foreign vessels ?— I have 16 Mat, 1830.. 
shipped in foreign vessels for China, because 1 could not avail 
myself of the unemployed British tonnage which was lying in 
the harbour to proceed to China, and which would gladly have 
done so. 

* 3532. What* produce have you shipped to China ? — I .have 
shipped tin In large quantities, and spices, and various other 
articles. 

3533. Hf^veyoLi known other British merchants compelled to 

have recourse to the same arrangement ? — All my countrymen 
in Batavia settled as merchants were occasionally reduced to 
the same predicament, and 1 know that throughout the Archi- 
pelago it is the same., » 

3534. Do you recollect the circumstances of the scarcity 
which occurred in the year 1JI24? — I do. 

3535. Were thpre any opportunities at that time afforSed that 
w^g^ild have admitted of the profitable employment of British 
slopping ? — I perfectly recollect that when the news* of the 
scarcity in China first arrived in Batavia, and of the ’edict ad- 
mitting vessel* with cargoes of grain free of poVt charges, there* 
w ere somp English ships in the roads, and some expected, that 
would nave been despatched with rice to China, but of course 
they could not be availed of in consequence of their not being 

allowed to go to China. * 

• 

3536. Do foreign ships call at Batavia on their way to China ? 

— They do, particularly Americans, and avail* themselves of all 
the chances of markets in their way. • 

3537. In what respect do they avail thfcmselves of the chances 

of markets? — They get recent accounts from China of the 
state of the markets, and they there either dispose of their out- 
ward,investments, or lay in such products of the Archipelago as 
are suited t;p the China market. ^ 

3538. From your intercourse during so many years willi the 

Chinese, can you state to the Coimnittee, whether they are 
indifferent to foreign trade or ^ttarji any importance to its 
Advantages? — The Chinese of the Archipelago, who 1 be- 
lieve do not differ from the Chinese in their native country, are 
very sensible of the importance of commerce, and*are, as I 
have already observed, the kqpnest speculators perhaps in the 
country. " • • 

3539. Arc you aware whether the foreign commerce of China 
becomes a source of revenue to the Chinese government, and 
a matter of interest to the Chinese* authorities ? — The foreign 
commerce of China is very extensive ; lU exceeds, I believe, 
considerably £12,000,000 sterling, and of course, afthowgh not 

• altogether a legal commerce, still from the greater part of it 
being so, the Chiiftse government derive jv re^nue, and a very 
considerat)le one as I understand, ijrom it. ■ 
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16 Mar. 1630. 3540. Have you reason to know in what light the European 

— imports into China are considered by the Chinese people/ or 

Mr. J, Deans, ^j^gther they*could easily be dispensed with by them ?— I know 
that the imports to China are of far more importance to that em- 
pire than perhaps the tea is to this country, great as it is consi- 
dered, inasmuch as the opium, which is now a 'Very extensive 
article of import into China, is generally used thero; and when 
once a person has been accustomed to the use of it, it cannot 
easily be dispensed with without danger to his health, and per- 
haps his life. ** ^ 

3541. Do you state that from *your experience of the habits 

and customs of the Chinese people at Batavia and in the 
Archipelago?—! do. I had a great deal to do in the opium 
trade at Java, and of course saw a great deal of the use it was 
put to ; and from my own observation of its effects, I can state, 
that th^se who have been long in Rie habit of using it could not 
have dispensed with the use of without serious injury to their 
health.. • ‘ * *>• 

3542. Are you aware whether the use of opium is increasing ? 
— It has increased very rapidly indeed in Chjna. I saw a 
statement of the imports into China down to the beginning of 
1829, which stated it to amount to nearly two ramionfr- of 
pounds weight, considerably exceeding two millions and a half 
sterlingjn value. 

3543. Are the other articles imported into China articles of 
which the inhabitants could not be deprived without a considera- 
ble degree of inconvenience? — We may very easily judge of 
some of them.** We ourselves could not well dispense with the 
spices, which are used in China as generally as in any other 
country. Some of them are articles of luxury, .such as birds'- 
nests, which arec idiported to a very considerable amount in 
China; also tripang, and sinews of different animals, ajfe of 
course not perhaps indispensable, but as much so a^ the tea is 
to u| from* habit, among the grandees of the country ; and 
again, the betel-nut, whic^Ii is used very extensively in China, 
is also an article indispensably to the lower orders in particular. 

3544. From* your experience of Java, and your knowledge of 

the increased consumption that took place in that island by the 
opening bf the trade, what do 3 H)u consider would be the effect 
of opening the trade to China itself, so far as relates to the 
consumption of European produce and manufactures ? — The 
enterprize of British subjects in Java was very much aided 
indeed by the activity of the Chinese in conforming our manu- 
factures to the tastes .anci habits of the people, and from^ the 
very rapid extensioq of the use of those manufactures almost 
entirely siljperseding the native manufactures, ^have not the 
least doubt but the same change would take place in China,, 
making allowaisces,^ of course, for the (tfficulties that are 
attendant upon iraving only^ one legal port. « 
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3545. At the time of the occupation of Java in 1811, in what ifi Mar. isi’.o, 

nianufactured articles were the inha'bitants, ’ Chinese and — r 

natives, clothed ? — The natives were clothed i^J manufactures 

of their own partly, and partly in the manufactures of British , 

^ India ; the Chinese principally in Chinese thaaufactiires. 

3546. H^w long did this state of things continue ? — It began 
to change at the opening of the trade m 1814; and in 1828, 
wheni^I left Java, the natives were almost exclusively clothed 
in British gianufactares, and the Chinese very generally. Still, 
of course, they used some ^Chinese manufactures, which we 
have not yet been able to imitate successfully. 

3547. Are there any particular European manufactures which 

• were prepared and adapted for Chinese consumption ? — ^1 myself 

took great pains in ascertaining the tastes, not only of the na- 
tives of Java, but of the (Jhinese, and was very greatly aided 
by the Chinese jn obtaining the necessary patterns aifti forms, 
wjiich I brought home to this country, and carried out a very 
extensive consignment 'conformable to those patternfe ; which 
plan was followed afterwards by the other British^merchants, 
and succeeded most eminently. * ' * 

Of what description were those articles ?— With re- 
gard to broadcloths, the particular object was to get colours 
suited to the people. They were principally cottons : woollens 
to some extent, but the cottons were the greatest quantity. 

3549. How did the British imitation stand in quality and 
price, as compared with the articles which you imitated ?— -The 
best proof of how they stood in quality and pri^e, as compared % 
with the articles imitated, was the alpiost entire suppression of 
the native manufactures. 

3550. Are the Committee to understanj^ that there was a 
sul:^titution of British manufactures for the native manufactures 
at that place ? — There was. 

3551. In 1826, had the British ^nanufactures so Tar displaced 
the Oriental manufactures as to gi^ a sufficient supply of Cloth- 
ing to the people ? — Most unqugstiqnably the people, as I have 

* already stated, are now almost entirely clothec^in British manu- 
factures. But not only were the native fabrics'of Java almost 
entirely superseded, but all tjie finer fabrics of Bengal were at 
last unsaleable in the market^of Java, and the trade with British 
India reduced to a comparative trifle as regarded ma«ufactures. , 

3552. What is the amount of the population of Java, in 
which this increased consumption of British manufacture took 
plpce by the influence of free trad© is computed at abopt 
5,000,000. 

3553. What is your idea of the population of thl; empire of ^ 

^ China ? — From the statement I have seen, the population of 

the Chinese empifeis computed somewhere b^fKPeen 140,000,000 
and 1 50^000,000. 

^ f • • • 3q 
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355l<. Do you consider that there are other articles befeid^s 
those which are at present imported into China, which miglit, 
under the operation of a free trade, find a profitable sale there? 
— Judging from what* has taken place in Java, where the Chinese 
do not diner from those in their native country, I should conceive ^ 
thci erare many articles of sale which might be extended. 

3555. Can you state to the Committee any instance of the 

discovery of a new article, or the extension of production of an 
old one, that has added to the value of the iinports ittto China ? 
— I can state one, perhaps not of gveat importance, but it would 
show that there are mai^ others with respect to which the same 
thing might be done. The large glasses or rummers, which are 
used in their houses for burning a light before their gods, oppo* 
site their front door. I noticed them on one occasion as being 
made of imperfect China-glass: Itasked the Chinese if they 
would hive any objection to British manufacture, if the same 
patterns were pi^served, and they gave me patterns of them 
which 1 brought home and had manufactured at Birmingham. I 
took them Out, and had them sold for a considerable price, and 
theyliave since continued to be supplied from diifesent places to 
a great extent. ^ 

3556. You have stated the increased consumption of tripang, 
has that been an article of late introduction as an import from 
the Archipelago into China ? — Not from the Archipelago ; but 
it has been recently discovered to abound on the coasts of 
Ceylon and the MauritiuK, and is likely to become an article of 
considerable trade. 


3557. Have you yourself dealt in the article?— I have, in the 
article prepareci in the Archipelago ; but a year or two before 1 
came home 1 had« a* consignment from Ceylon, from a house 
th^re, for the purpose of ascertaining its value in the C^ina 
market, to sell it in sljort for the China market. It was damaged 
on the^voya^e ^ but some of had escaped, and I hacf an oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining Its quality and value, and 1 found that, in 
consequence of the ttnperfect way in which it was prepared at 
Ceylon, that it« was infertbr leneratly to thq tripang of the 
Archipelago, and classed with the lower qualities. 


3558. IS there a considerable demand for it in China?— Very 
extensive demand ; the supply has n^ver yet equalled the demand. 

3559. Are you aware what the total quantity imported into 
China in value has been in any one year ? — 1 have already stated 
it at about 14,000 pecujs. Ido not know the amount now, 
because I do not know th*e extent to which it is sent from 
Ceylon and ^he Mauritius ; the value of that is about £120,000. 

3560. *Is the article called tripang the same as bethe-de-mer ? 

8561. Supposii^ tflat any political or commercial transactions 
should lead to a prohibition *of the,dirtv:t intercourse ^between 
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the European powers and the empire of China itself, do you con- 16 Mar. ih3o. 

deive that the Chinese trade, both in exports and imports, might 

be carried on through the Eastern Archipelago ?— I cannot hearts . 

conceive that the Chinese can stop their trade,' for the reasons 

already stated : but that if they did, 1 certainly think that .it 

might be caitied on in that way, pertiaps with some difficulty at , 

first, but ib would at last, I am of opinion, be carried on itn^gu- 

larly as it is now, in spite of ail prohibitioh by that government. 

SSG2, Have the Chinese at Batavia evinced any jealousy or 
indispositfon to tlie consumption of our manufacthtes, or to 
trading with us ?— Not the Ifeast. 

3563. You have stated that some of the Chinese settlers in 
the island of Java ajre agriculturists ?— They are. 

3564. Do they acquire property in land there ?— They do 
not; they rent land. In the towns they acquire, of course, pro- 
perty in their houses ; but in the country they ar% generally 
farmers of the fand. In the district of Batavia they do acquire 

‘^land where Europeans !ir^ allowed to hold Irfhd, butaiot in the 
native provinces. 

3565. From your acquaintance with theC!hinese, and«otl7er 
parUj;^ the East, is your opinion with respect to the Chinese 
popul^ion generally the same as that which you have now 
stated with reference to the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia ? — I 
was settled in Penang" for three years, and I had charge of the • 
peppei^ plantations of the late Mr. Scott there, which were 
entirely cultivated by Chinese, and I found no difference in their 
habits and manners in Penang from what 1 did in Java or in Sinca- 
pore, or in any other countries through which 1 travelled. 

3566. You have stated that you liad doubts whether they 
w^ould furnish good tea to the extent of the tea required for the 
European consumption, ^d the only satisfaction you had was 
from what the Chinese told you ? — Of course, I could have no 
other mdhns of obtaining information upon the subject. 

3567. With respect to ctur pi^ufactures being qseif, as you 

say, in great quantities in the Archipelago, do not you know that 
that was owing to the great fall thftt topk plape in the price of 
cotton goods?— Of course lam sensible of that: if our goods 
were not cheaper and better than their own fabrics,^ they would ^ 
never have given them the pfcference. * 

3568. Has not that had the same effect in India b) supersede, 
the native fabrics very much ? — I believe the effect is similar 
every where'. In India, of course, it has had the same effect. 

, 3569. Have you examined t\m cTlotlis of the two countrips, 
the Chinese and the English, with respect to durability ? — I 
have : I have dealt in them both. • • * 

3570. Do you think that the British are preferable in that 
respect?— The Chinese are* more durabl^^ecause they can 
afford fo put a greater quantity of the rw material into the 

'V • • • 
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I6]\r:ir. 1830. cloths; but. the British cloths are generally a finer looking 
fabric, and please them much better. The natives, I believe, tf 
r. j. Deam, them cheap, are not very particular with regard to 

the durability. 

3571. If tea was ^supplied to Europe through the Archipe- 

lago^must it not |be simplied at a higher price than it could be 
supplied direct from Cfantoo ? — No ; the Chinese tfell me, that 
in consequence of lower duties by their vessels, they thought 
they cou\d supply it cheaper. ^ ^ 

3572. Must not there be a trans-shipment? — If they brought 

the black teas from the province in which they are grown to 
Batavia, I think they would not be much dearer than they are 
at Canton. • 

3573. Do not you know that they cannot bring them from 
the province" in which they are growln? — I know that they can- 
not Jegalfy bring them, but I know that they do bring them. 

3574. From what parts of China ?--Ffom both parts, but par,-^ 
ticularly from Fokien, from Amoy. 

^3575. Did you ^ver examine the qualities of teas sold in 
Canton, and those which were purchased in the Archipelago? — 
Yes, I have. ^ 

3576. Do not you know that the black tea which is pur- 
chased by^the Company at Canton is of the best quality of black 
tea, and better than any other that can be procured ?r-I am 
not aware. of that. ^ I know that the Company do purchase the 
best teas, but I am* not aware that they are better than any 
other purchased in the market. 

3577. Have you not heard that they have a right of pre-emp- 
tion, at least that they have the offer of all the black tea at Can- 
ton?— I am aware that they have a preference : but I think there 
are ^ many chops of good teas that the Company do not ge^at 
last*, so I have unde^tood. the only pre-emption ^that the 
Company have is the making contracts the season before, as far 
as I unaerstand^ which gives 4hem the choice of a great quantity 
of tea. 

3578. Is not that preference given solely by. the Hong mer- 
chants ; are yod aware whether the outside merchants give the 
Company preference?— No; the^Company have a selection 
Prom a certain quanti^ of teas, as f|r as 1 have understood, but 
not from tlm whole of the black teas. 

3579. Have you been at Canton yourself? — have. I was 
twice there, but it is a long while ago ; and except in so far as 
my observation has enabled me to compare the manners anji 
habits of the people in China with those of the settlers in the 
Archipelago, *of course I would wish to speak with diffidence 
upon that subject. 

3580. So far as>|jour observations have gon^, have your ob- 
servations upon your own visits at Canton been confirfned by 
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what jou have seen and heard of the Chinese in the Archipe-* 16 Mar. 1830 

lagi) ? — I was young at the time I was at Canton ; * but so far as 

my observations went, I have seen very little difference between 
the manners and habits of the people in their native country and 
those settled in^the Archipelago. 

3581. Ho^ long were you each time at Canton ?~I canirdt 
state exactly ^the time, but I think it was between two and three 
montlis,each time. 

3382. In t vhat yea# ?-In 1806-7 and 1807-8. 

3583. Can you state what are the duties upon tea and upon 
other goods in China, exported in native vessels, as compared 
with the duties on the same goods exported in foreign vessels ? 

— I believe the proportion is about one-third. 

3384. Do you believe that tea could be supplied for con- 
sumption in this country at two-thirds the price it now t^ars, if 
the Company’s monopoly no longer existed ? — Judging from the 
pr ee in other countries, I should think certainly it might for 
less, and particularly if we pay for it in our manufact^pres by a 
free trade. a ^ „ 

3585. In wbat degree would the expense of transmitting 
iner.i3litAidtze to and &om Canton become increased, if trans- 
shipment at Sincapore were had recourse to ?•— I have no means 
of stating the expense accurately, because the ireights^ill de- 
pend entirely upon the quantity of shipping that is to be had at 
the time. If the port of Canton was free to ^British, shipping, 

I think the expense would be considerably less than the freight 
that the Company pay direct to Great Britain up^n it. 

3586. Is there any other intermediate port more direct for 
trans-shipment than Sincapore, and at what difference of charge? 

— Sincapore is as well suited as any other |>ort ; but there are 
ports»in Java, viz. Batavia and Angler, where there are entro- 
p6ts establi|hed, and where the same trade ypight be conducted, 
and I do not think the charge woul^differ very mate*rially^ 

3587. If the Chinese government Aterdicts the transit of teas 
to Sincapore, what would be the^ex^nbo of breaking through 
fhat interdiction ?.— There would be no additional expense or 
obstruction to what there is now, because it is illicit now. 

3588. Does it go clear of charge, notwithstanding flie inter- 

diction, now ? — It goes with 4he usual charges which Chinese 
vessels pay. * * 

3589. Could not the tea only be brought from China to Java 

by smuggling? — Yes. • 

3590. You have said that you think tea' could be furnished to* 

• this country at less than two-thirds of thb present i,price, and 

you said you'formed that opinion from the price of te*a else- 
Vhere; where did^you mean? — I mean on thpi^Continent of 
Europe and in America. ' • ^ 

, 3591 . the tea on tjic of Europe of the same 
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16 Mar. 1830. quality as tbe tea that is sold by the Company here?-^l have 

^ways undetstood so. I have drunk tea on the Continent/and 

Mr. J. Deans, j ji^ve drun|i( tea in this country. I am no great judge ; but I 
jcould not perceive there was any difference in the quality, 

3592. If any witness has said that it is of inferior qualitjs 
Would you say that he is mistaken ?«— No. Inferiq^ tea is some- 
times canriea to the Continent* because there the trade is free ; 
but herej the trade being all in the hands of the Company* the 
quality is more equal. But there have been old teas nought in 
the Archipelago* taken there : apd old teas are always Jnferior 
to new. 

3593. Is the tea taken to the^Continent old tea P^Some of 
it ; but I believe not a great proportion* indeed very little. 

3594. It has been stated that the tea with which the Continent 
is sullied is generally an inunor description as compared 
with the tea used here* is that consistent with your knowledge ? 
•^I haye understood to the contrarj^ ; not that it is betteitS^ut 
that it i^not generally inferior. 

' 3595. If you/ as a merchant* with a freedom of trade* were 

exporting teas to two countries* the one a rich country and the 
other a poor countiy* would you or would you nof^ckpC the 
quality of the teas to the market with which you were deling ? 
-*-Mo 8|; unquestionably. 

3596. * You stated that there were at one time four Englisli 
ships that touched at Batavia on their way to China, what were 
those English ships P-^tHountry ships from India. 

3597. Was\he tea which was brought to Batavia from China 
brought from the produces where the tea is grown* or from 
Canton ?~From Fokien* where the black tea is grown. 

3598. Did yob ever purchase good tea in the junks at Bata- 
via? — The description of tea brought by the Chinese jUaks is 
what we consider aci in£brior quality* suited to the Caste of the 
Chiitsse settlers and the' natives; but I liave purchased very 
excellent green tea and^pekoe ; but they import a very small 
quantity of that description. « 

3599. Wes the green tea which you so purchased brought 

from thy provmce where the green tea is ^own ?— That was 
brought from Canton. ^ 

3600^ Is there any intercoursCe between Batavia and the pro- 
vince of Kiang-nan ? — I am not aware of that. 

3601. Are you aware that green tea is grown in the province 
of Kiang-nan? — Yes, if is grown in the southern province. 

3602. And that that province is a maritime province ? — I am 
not perfecftly aware of the situation of it ? 

3603. You have stated that the Englis^ manufactures have 
superseded th^tipianufacturcs of J^va and of China^ in a great 
measure ; can you state wketlier there is any Chinese manufac- 
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ture which at all resembles English woollens?— I have seen a 16 Mar, 1830 . 

kind of flannel that they make^ but 1 have not seei\ much of it, 

nor am I aware of its exact quality. f Afr.J. Deans, 

3604. Is it made of sheep's wool ?— It appears to be wool, or 
£» mixture of wool and cotton. 

3605. What is the latitude of Batavia? — Six south* 


3606. Is it a fact that woollens are at a certain time of the 
year in^ request in ^hat latitude Woollens are in general 
request in fliat latitude, and very generally worn by all the 
classes that can afford them, both natives and Chinese. 

3607. At what time of the year do they use them?— 
Throughout the year they require them, but more particularly in 
the rainy season, when there is a general moisture. 

3608. Do you know whether there is a considerable import 
of furs into China ? — I have^ understood so, but I am uot ac- 
qua0ited with that trade. 

§609. Can you give tile * Committee any informatiofti with 
respect to the trade with Japan ? — The Dutch are allowed to • ; 
trade with Ja|»in, and they are only allowed to^send two ships.* 

The tradf>was conducted until two years ago by the Dutch 
government of Java. 1 have here a list of the cargoes in the 
year 1825, both the imports and exports. Since that it has got 
into the hands of the Dutch East-India Company, and they have 
very considerably extended it, I believe. 

3610. Will you state the principal itoms of the trade?— In 
the Japan tracle in 1825 there were two ships, aq[iounting in all ^ 
to about 1,300 tons ; one was 600 and the other was 700 tons. 

The export cat^oes consisted of 100 ps. sandal-wood ; 1,167 
ps. Japan-wood ; 500 buffalo hides ; 1,638 ll^s. ivory, valued at 
3,247 f.; 61 lbs. camphor Baros, or Malay cadiphor, valued at 
3,23#f. ; 225 Java mats; 24 ps. cocoa-nut oil; 113 ps. cloves, 
value 18,936 f.; 6,991 ps. sugar, value 104^68f. ; 933 ps. tin, 
18,936 f.; Bengal piece-goods to the tahie of 20,896 f.; hardware 
and porcelain, 2,250 f. ; jewelJe^, l,100f. ; glass-ware, 

3,748 f.; Netherlands broad-cloths, J^5*,209f.; lead, 147 ps. 
2,'J93f. ; Netherlands cotton go^s, 61,332 f. ;* piedicine and 
sundries ; making the total value of the export cargoes 373,853 f., 
or at 12s. ps. £31,154. 8^. 4>d, tThe import cargoes cortsisted of, 
viz, 720 ps. camphor, 69,l20f*; 10,745 ps. copper, 617,862 f.; 

426 ps. crape, 17,748 f.; cotton cloth, 13,978 f.; diedicine, • 
2,270 f. ; provisions, 3,327 f. ; sackie and soy, 14,332 f. ; wheat, 

207 bags, 2,156f. ; silks, 31,600 f.; sundries, 96,089 f.; making 
in all, Dutch florins, 868,4B2=£7j^875. 10s. 


. 3611. Are the Dutch the only European* nation now allowed 

to trade with Japan ? — They are* • 

3612. Do any otJier European nation trade at ail with them? 
—1 am no^ aware that any European natiorf ti^es with them. I 
, saw a pap^ain of a ship/rom Bengal who got upon that coast, 
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16 Mar. 1830. and the beats came ofF to him in great numbers and purchased 
“77, ^ article tliey had of British manufactures ; they 

r. Veam. unfortunately, but they sold all that they had 

in barter for provisions, which they were out of. The officers 
ofthe government also came on board and ordered him off, but 
same time asked him if he had cloth such* as his coat wdl^ 
made of, and any articles of that kind ; that they«Vere anxious 
to purchase them. He said he had not : and when he came 
back they told him to be sure to bring articles of that kthd, but 
on no account was he to come back. ^ 

3613. To what port is it that tlie Dutch are confined in Japan ? 
— Nanga Sakkie : They have a factory there. 

3614. Do they remain constantly at the factory at that port ? 
—They do. 

3616. Do you happen to know ^e population of the town? 
— I d(fnot. 

36 IQ. Do you know how the Dutch Factory conduct tlv^ir 
business there ? — The Japanese dismantle the ships when they 
. arrive : they receive the cargo into a store, where it is valued, 
and they give them a return-cargo, valuing it in Vhe same way. 

3617. Are there any Japanese junks that trade at ait wiHi the 
Eastern Archipelago ? — I am not aware of any. 

SQlftv Have they no foreign trade of that description ? — I 
believe not. The Chinese trade with Japan, but I am not aware 
that Japan junks* go tOi»China. 

3619. Do you know the number of the Chinese junks that go 
to Japan ? — I cannot sure of the extent, but I believe it is 
considerable. 

3620. Is it the general impression in the Eastern Archipelago, 
that provided a change were to take place in the mode of trans- 
acting business with Japan, a very considerable trade mi^t be 
carried on -with that empir^? — ^It would be an illici? trade; but 
our enterprizing country^^en generally manage to conduct a 
trade with every part of the world which they can get to. 

3621. Should not you expect that if the free trader were ad- 
mitted to CKina, he would find the means of carrying on trade 
with the<>empire of Japan ? — I liave no doubt they would : but 
if they did not, the Chinese would find the means of conveying 
to JapaU suck articles as they round would suit them, whether 
Chinese or European manufactures. 

3622. Was not that Jrade carried on by the British govern- 
« ment of Java, when that ishnd was in our possession ? — it was. 

3623. ynder what flag ?— Under the Dutch flag. 

3624. Do you conceive that the trade het\Veen Java and 
Japan is an u&^easing trade ?->ln the han(^ of the government 
it was as little^ it^well could *he. The Dutch Coippany have 
improved upon it considerably, being rather better traders than 
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the government ; but it is nothing to what it would be if a free 16 Mar. IS.'W. 
trade was permitted there. 

3625, Do you understand that the Japanese w^uld have any 
objection to extend the trade with the Dutch government, pro- 
vided the Dutch government wished? — No; I understand tliaf 
file Japanese government positively restrict the trade to...tWdO 
ships. Thejf do not limit the size of those ships, but they will 
allow no more than two. 

362dr Hijjv was trade carried on during that period when 
we were at war with Holland ? — We sent vessels there, and they 
were received as Dutch ships. The Japanese were aware that 
they were English, but they could not acknowledge them under 
any other flag than tlie Dutch. 

3627. You arc aware that the trade between China and 
Europe is confined to Cantoi! ; do you consider that as a proof 
of an antr-coinmercial spirit' in the Chinese governmerA, or to 
wh{^t cause do you ascribe that restriction ? — -1 should rather 
siijrpose it to be political. * It would be as unfair to the Chinese 
to conclude that that was a proof of an anti-commereial spirit, 
as it would be»to conclude that we had an anti-fcominercial spirit* 
in Great, iJritain, because before 1814 the whole trade of India 
andTliina was confined to the port of London. 

3628. Arc there any discriminating duties upon British goods 
imported into Java as compared with those imports ^-oni the 
Netherlands ? — Yes ; Netherland goods imported with a c(*rti- 
ficate of origin arc duty free, while British gbods direct from 
Great Britain, that is to say, woollens and cottoi^manufactures, 
pay 25 per cent, ad valorem ; coming by way of British India 
they pay 35 per cent, ad valorem, 

3629. What price per cent, upon the prinje cost of tea at 
Cantgn would you consider sufficient to remunerate the im- 
porter ?— It would depend upon whether the trade was free. 

I should think, if they paid in British manufactures, fit is proba- 
ble they would sell at a profit ; an% like the trade in alfother 
parts, be glad to realize that profit upon 4,he returns in tea. 

• 3630. Is it then your opinion, that if the merchants had a 
profit on the outward cargo, they would bring home tea for 
nothing ? — That if they could ipake a remittance at j>ar of the 
profits made in the cargo out Jjiey would be contented. 

3631. As the trade* now is, do you consider The loss of not 
having a remittance to Europe to be almost equal to the profit 
on the outward investment ? — There wquld be great difficulty in 
obtaining a remittance at present, unfbss the returns were allowed* 
to .be made in teas or other Chinese products. ^ 

3632. SupJ^osing the trade in tea to be perfectly free,*in that 
*casc do you suppej^e there would be a difficult^Jjj obtaining a 

remittance in return for wluitever British ^jpiufacturcs might 
be exported ?— If the trade were free, I conceive there would 
» • * * 3 E • 
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be returns for more than the manufactures that could be sold in 
China for some years; because, of course, the introduction must 
be gradual. ^ 

3633. Have you heard any thing of the American trade from 
America to Canton* ?— -I have. , ^ 

• 3634. Is not the most favourable mode of tradir^g with China 
by sending bullion without any goods ? — They have sent bullion 
in general, until latterly ; when, I believe, they have ^onie to 
this cofjntry, and exported both cotton ^nd woolU-n manufac- 
tures, which they have found profitable. 

3635. Have you not heard that the trade is considered to be 
most beneficially carried on between America and Canton, in 
sending bullion and bringing home tea ?— 'I believe they had no 
option ; they had nothing but bullion to take to China. 

363^ How many ships have the Dutch sent to Japan lately ? 
— Two : they have never been allowed to serid more, and they 
do not send lesS. “ • 

3637. Are they not subject to great indignities there, when 
^they get to JapaA ? — 1 have understood so ; so fav as being con- 
fined to one port, having their ships dismantled and iJieir car- 
goes valued, and an export-cargo given them, such as the Jaf)an- 
ese choose to set apart for them ; but 1 understand it is generally 
done upQn pretty fair principles. 

8638. Are not the Europeans in China confined to* one port 
at Canton ?— They are^ 

3639. Do y<jp understand that any greater indignity is offered 
to tlie Dutch ships in Jppan ? — Except the dismantling of their 
ships, I do not know of any other. 

3640. Was no; that the practice with respect to the China 

trade, by taking away the rudders, up to a period comparatively 
rbcent? — I have heard so; but I cannot say up to what period 
it was contkiued. * ^ 

soil. Does not the advantage of exporting bullion into China 
depend upon the value of the bullion in the country from whence 
it is exported ?•— Of courle it^nust. . 

3642. Were there any ships sent to Japan during your resi- 
dence in » Java ? — There were ^wo ships every year during the 
whole time of my residence ther^. 

3643. *Have not the Americans, since ttiey carried out British 
manufactures to Canton, carried out fewer dollars ? — They cer- 
tainly have ; they carry ^out no more, including both, than is 
iSufficient to purchase their Cargoes home. 

3644. D^o you apprehend that the trade, if free, could be car- 
ried oir by British manufactures alone to Cantoit ? — In time 1 
have no douljt it would, because we shouM imitate the manu- * 
facture of the^^awourite fabrics, and greatly exten^ the con- 
sumption of our manufactures ; but it would take time. 
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3645. Then you do not consider that in a short time the i6 Mar. 1830 . 

tra'de would be any drain of bullion from this -country? — It 

would be no more a drain of bullion th^n it is at present, I con- Mr. J» Deans, 
ceive. It is the different British merchant^ at present trading 
from India to China who afford to the Company the means' of. 
f)urchasing tea, in place of the bullion they formerly carried 
out ; and th<^e same funds would be at the disposal of respect- 
able British merchants for the same purpose. 

364tf^ Hjve you b^en much in British India?— I have been 
there, but never resided there for any time. 

3647. In what parts of India have you been ? — I was at Bom- 
bay a long while ago ; but I have been two or three times to 
Bengal, and I have been once at Madras. 

3648, You are aware that, at present, it is not permitted to 
any foreign vessels to go intd any port of China excepting Can- 
ton ; but supposing there w&s an entrepot for European manu- 
factures, including British, in any port of the Indian Archipe- 
lago, might not they be^inlported from that entrepot into any 
other port of China in Chinese junks ? — Although tl^ trade to 
China, even with foreign vessels, is confined tfi the port of Gan^ 
ton J ha»e understood that within the last two or three years 
country ships have been in the habit of proceeding to the north- 
ern ports, and have sold considerable quantities of opium along 
the coast, and have brought back dollars ; and I have j>o doubt, 
if there A^as an entrepot in the Archipelago for British manu- 
factures, that not only British ships but pative<junks would carry 
considerable quantities to the ports of China. 

3649. Have you seen many of the Chinese junks in the East- 
ern Archipelago ? — I have. 

3650, What is your opinion as to their safety at sea ? — During 
the whole time of my residence in the Archipelago, I do not 
recollect to have heard of the loss of any but one. They gene- 
rally leav# China in the favourable mon^on before the wind, 
and go back in the same way ; thej^are scarcely ever lost, and 
it is seldom that any accidents happen. , 

• 3651. To how, many years do ^ou^apply* the observation you 

made, that there was only one lost?— My experience extends 
to twenty years. , 

3652. Were you in such a situation in Batavia and other parts, 
that if more than one junk had been lost coming to Batavia you 
would have known it? — I think it is likely that I should have 
known it ; we generally get pretty correct reports of the losses. 

^653. Have you ever been on boar<] the junks at Batavia ?— y 
Frequently. 

3654. Have you ever done any business with theTh i» buying 
or selling ? — I hav^. 

3655. Supposing a trade in European manufactures, including 
Britisji ijanufacturcs, to^be carried «n between the Indian Archi- 
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IG Mar. 1830. pelago and the northern ports of China, would not tea be im- 
Mr^TneaTis from the provinces of Fokicn and Kiang-nan into t‘ne 

tails. Indian Archiflelago ? — Tliey are at present imported into the 
Indian Archipelago,, If they became in demand in the Euro- 
pean market, I have no doubt that they would be extended as 
1 liave already stated. ’ ‘ 

3636. Without their being obliged to go to Canfon ? — Yes. 

3637, So that, in that case, the teas would be exportgsl from 
those pi;ovinces of China in which they ai»e produtr-d without 
the expense of the transport from^those provinces to Canton? — 
Yes. 

3658. Are you aware whether tea finds its way for consump- 
tion from China to Cochin China &nd Siam, or the Philippines 
and other parts of the Indian Archipelago ? — Yes, it does. I 
understand that the tea from China ‘finds its way to Siam, Cochin 
Cliina, *nd the Philippine islands, and even to Japan. Some of 
that brought by Cochin China came to Sincapore, and fr^jj^ii 
Sincapofe found its way to Batavia.' * * 

^ 3639. Kow was it brought ? — In junks to Sincapore. 

Mr. JOHN ARGYLE MAXWELL called in, and exantmed. 

Mr, A, jVf/j- 3660. IIa ve you ever visited China, Java, and Sincapore ? — 
wdL . jj^avc. K > » I 

3661. Have you resided at the latter?— I have. 

3662. In what capacKy ? — As a commission-agent and mer- 
chant. r 

3663. How long did you reside at Sincapore ? — Better than 
six years. 

3664. Have you bfcen in Canton?— I have. 

.3665. In what year did you go to Sincapore ? — I wefit to 
Smeapore first in 1822, and I remained there till 182K. 

S6G£\ In what year werS you in Canton ? — I was first in 
Canton in 1826, and again in the end of 1828. 

3667. How Iqpg did yod rerfiain each time — The first time • 
for about six weeks, and the last time about three months. 

3668. pid the nature of your commercial transactions in Sin- 
Ciipore bring you into much intercourse with the Chinese or with 
China?— .Jt did.^ 

3669. ^ What was the nature of your intercourse ? — I generally 
had a discretionary power from my constituents to send any of 
their property to a neigTlibouring market that might promise 
better than Sincapore and in exercising that discretion I hav,c 
often ha^ transactions with Canton. 

3670. Were your constituents resident in England? — I had 
constituents irT&ennany also. 

36/1, Were your consignenen ts from Germany to jnycon- 


>0 
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siderable amount? — In 1826 I had one conaignnient, to the 16 Mar. 1830. 

value I think of about £12,000, from Hamburgh; and in 1827 

I had another consignment, to the value of about;* £30,000, from ^ 
Hamburgh also. • * 

3672. Can jou state what the cargoes of those ships consisted 
of? — They were general cargoes, but the greater proportion- of * 
them woolffens. 

SGlSt What description of woollens ? — The larger portion of 
the description tertned ladies* cloths. I had one l<?t, of the 
value of about €5,000, sbij^ied by the Royal Prussian Society 
of Stettin, and stated to me to be of the same description 
of cloth which was taken by the Russians for the Kiachta 
market. • • 

3674^. Did you send thosQ woollens to China?— I made some 
sales of them at Sincapore,^nd sent the rest on toChing accord- 
ing to my instructions. 

^**3(57.5. In Sincaporc dkl 5^ou sell them to the Chinese junks ? 

— I sold a part of them, to the value of about £1,000 at Sin- 
capore. , • . » ' 

2g76.« Are the ladies* cloths of a finer description? — They 
are of a finer description ; what is usually termed light woollens. 

3677. What was that sent by the Royal Society of Stettin ? ^ 

—An intermediate kind of cloth, rather heavy. ^ * 

3678. Can you state the proportion of .the vajue in those 
cloths as compared with the English Cloths sent to the China 
market, as to the quality of cloths of the same price? — I should ‘ 
think the English cloths at the same price were better in quality, 
and certainly better in colour. 

3679. How did the portion of the consignments sent to China 

ans^'cr in that market? — Not very well ; the cloths were suit- 
able enough, but the breadths were de%ient, anjd the colours 
were badl}" selected. • • ^ 

3680. Had you any English woffilens under your charge? — 

bVequently. • • . ^ 

3681. Do you conceive them better adapted to the market 
than the German woollens?— I think that the English cloth ^ 
generally is a superior article^t the same price. * 

3682. Did you ever send any English woollens ftoin Sinca- ^ 

pore to Canton?— I once sent ^ome English woollens of the ' 
description termed long ells. * 

3683. How did you send them P-^-I sent them under the 
American flag. 

3684. How did that consignment turn out ?-»- Sales were • 
made of them at better prices than 1 could have got at Sinca- 

# • 

pore. ^ . 

3685 . * Did it realize a fair profit or not? ^Judging 
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16 Mar. 1830. invoice I had with them, there was no profit at all ; the manu- 
facturers usually send invoices at very advanced prices. 

3686. In what year was it you sent the English woollens ? — 
In 1824. 

3687. Have you any means of knowing whether that con- , 

sigiiment returned a profit to the original exporter, or not ? — 
The original exporter seemed satisfied with the”sale I had 
made. ^ 

3688. ‘Did you invest any portion of the proceedsin teas on 
account of your German constitgents ? — I did in 1826; I 
think I invested to the amount of nearly £2,000 in teas. 

3689. Was this a barter transaction?— I found it necessary 
to barter them for teas, otherwise T should have felt a difficulty ' 
in efiecting a sale at all at that time. 

3690. At that particular time w^s the .market glutted with 
goods ?— 5t was very much glutted at that particular time. 

3691. Is it, however, the usual slate of the Chinese market 

* to be very much glutted with goods ? — I cannot give any infor- 
mation upon that s%ibject. * 

3692. With whom was this transaction conducted With 
one of the Hong merchants, Poonequa. 

3693. How was it managed ; was there a supercargo there, or 
an agent ac Canton ? — I was at Canton myself, and employed 
an agent besides. 

3694. Have you*ever consigned goods to an agent at Canton 

• while you were aesident at Sincapore ? — The English woollens 
that 1 allude to were consigned to an agent at Canton, and 
these sent in 1828. 

3695. To whom were they consigned ? — They were con- 

signed in 1826 to a Spanish house, Messrs. Gusani and ; 
one of the partners was an Englishman residing at Canton unaer 
the protection of the iSpanishJilag. They held the Spanish con- 
sulate. * • 

8696. What is his name ? — Mr. Matheson. 

3697. Is he fhfere liow ? — He is, 

3698. Can you state the particulars of the assortment of tea 
you made ih 1826 for the Hamburgh market ? — 200 chests of 
bohea, at 14 tales per pecul ;* 500 ^hests of congou, at 25 tales 
per pecul; canfpoy, 50 4 chests, at 24 tales; 50 chests 
souchong, at 24 tales ; 50 1 chests souchong at 24 talcs ; 50 ^ 
chests souchong, at 25 ta]^s ; 50 J chests of pecco, at 90 tales ; 
50 ^ chests of pecco, at 90 ftiles ; 500 J chests of hyson-skip, 
at 24 tales; 100 ^ chests of hyson-skin, at 25 tales; young 
hyson, 50 ^chests, at 40 tales; 25 ^ chests of young hyson, at 
40 tales ; hysog, 100 ^ chests, at 60 tales ; 25 ^ chests, at 60 
tales; 50 chests, at 60 tales-; 10 4 chests imperial, at 54 
tales ; 10^ chests, ^t54 talea; 20y\r ^ests, at 54 talBs; 10^ 
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chests of gunpowder, at 60 tales; 10 chests, at 60 tales; 10 l6Mar. 1830. 

^ chests, at 60 tales. I wish to explain, with reference to the 

prices I have mentioned, that I have no means *of referring to 
the invoice of the teas; and in stating » these prices, I -have 
stated the highest limit that I authorized to be given for ‘ the ' 

* teas. I presdhie they were got under those limits ; and I rather 
think the quantity of each kind might have been different from 
what I have mentioned. 

36^^ ^ow many pounds of black tea are contained in a 
quarter-chest? — About sixty-seven pobnds. 

3700. Do you happen to *know whether there is the same 
contained in those quarter-chests as would be contained in the 

. quarter-chests imparted by'the East-lndia Company?— I have 
no access to know what the chests imported by the East-lndia 
Company contained. • 

3701. Can y9U tell wheflier the quality of the tea* afforded 

^isfaction to your employers ? — I have every^ reason to think 
Wiat the quality did afford satisfaction. The prices tv^ere con- 
sidered very high by a respectable house, to whom the better < 
portion was «ent ; but the quality was not cchnplained of in aiiy 
w^. • 

3702. Have you reason to think that the price was higher 

than the market price in China at the time ? — Having taken 
them on barter for an article so unsaleable as the cleths were, 
at the fime the prices were a shade higher, but probably not 
much. • • 

3703. Had there not been a fall in the price ^f teas in Europe 
at the time they arrived ? — There lyas a fall of 20 to 30 per 
cent, intermediately. 

3704. At what time did the fall take place? — My letter from 
Hamburgh, of the 30th of October 1826, advises a fall from^20 
to 30 per cent. 

3705. When did the ship arrivf in ifamburgH ? — "^le ship 
left Sincapore the May following the teas came down iif Ja- 
nuary 1827, and the ship arrived fon them in May 1827. It 
arrived in the ccyurse of the season St Hamburgh. 

3706. Supposing that fall not to have taken place in the 

European market, do you conceive that the result of tlie invest- 
ment would have been profitable, or otherwise ? — My attention 
was strongly called t6 teas by thejliouse alluded to, from which 
I suppose they considered it a more advantageous remittance 
than any other. The assortment was according to what they 
advised as suitable. • * . 

/ 3707. What was the name of the house*? — The house of Merk 
and Company, of Hamburgh. * • 

3708. Was thc^transaction, in point of fact, advantageous or 
otherwise ? — I am not aware -whether thtre was any communi- 
cation made to me by that house as to the'tfctual result. 



394 - 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

16 Mar. 1830. 3709. What commission were you in the habit of charging ? — 

Five per cent. • on sales, two and a half per cent, on remittancfcs 

produce, orie per cent, for remittances in bills, and one per 
’ cent; on trans-shipping merely. 

2710. Does the commission vary much? — The.rates I have, 
stated were those fixed by a meeting of the merchant;^ in Siiica- 
pore, and I believe them to be the rates in general ftse. 

3711. From your observation at Canton, should you sjy that 

the English, and especially the English I^actory, ire held in 
higher estimation than other foreigners by the Chinese govern- 
ment?— I think the Chinese government seem to throw the 
same discredit very much upon all foreigners. On this point I 
can, however, refer to what I con^der an authentic translation ■ 
of two communications from the authorities at Canton, addrtks- 
sed to the court of Pekin, about * the time of the Topaze’s 
affair. ♦ * ' . 

3712. ^In what year was that?— Jt ^as about the year 182JL 
With regard to the Christian merchants, “ I reasoned witn 
them,** said the governor, “ and pointed out to them the great 
pVin6iples of justice and equity, and showed that ^t was right 
for them to do what I required of them ; but all in vahi ; gfiod 
principles and solemn truths had no effect upon them, and I 
was compelled to interdict their trade to touch their gains. 
And no steoner was that done than they submitted. They are 
a mercenary gain-scheming set of adventurers, whom reason 
cannot rule the dtead of not making money is that which alone 
influences them^’* And again, “ The English might at any 
time be brought to stoop ,if tea were refused ; but if they could 
get the tea in any other way, they would be careless about 
pleasing China, wopld indeed despise her, and do as their 
humours dictated.* By Tea-Reins, said the governor to the 
great Emperor, alluding to the management of a vicious hl^sc, 
your majesty can control the English, therefore tet us take 
cart; that they get no tea buf what we choose to give them.’* 

3713. How do you know that to be an authentic document ? 

— It was published at the^ Alfglo-Chinese College of Malacca, • 
in 1823; and ‘from the connection of Dr. IVforrison with that 
establishment, I think that every thing connected with China, 
coming from the Anglo-Chinese College, has the weight of his 
authority.* ^ ^ , 

3714. Do you conceive that the English Factory at Canton 
possess any other weight than that which results from the ex- 
tensive nature of their Tlealings ? — From any thing that has 
ever come under my,Knowledge I have no reason to think tfi,|t 
they have. • 

3715. Do you not conceive that private merchants, carrying 
on the same extent of business, would probabP^ possess a similar 
degi-ec of influence\^— I conceive that if the* English*trade to 
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China had been carried on through private merchants, in the IG Mar. 1830. 
\my that it has been done by the Americans, the same conse- — 
quences would probably follow ; that the advantages of the trade 
would become more generally diffused among the Chinese*, and . 
that a numerous body of Hong merchants^ could present more 
• formidable obstacles to the encroachments of the government 
than one o^ two or three individuals, as at present. 

3716. Do you think that the American influence in China 

has iiweased or declined within the last few years ?-#-I think 
it has deflined since the departure of Mr. Cushing from 
China. • 

3717. Can you state any advantages which were gained to 
the American trade, under Mr. Cushing's management ? — The 
American trade escaped under Mr. Cushing's management, or 
rather measurement, to a ^reat degree, the port-charges at 
China. American ships coming in ballast were enablefl to take 
cargoes of rice to Canton, and tliereby gain exe/nption from the 
cjffrges alluded to. • * 

3718. Was Mr. Cushing held in great estiryation in Can^pni 
— He was considered to have more influence with Howqua, the 
chief Hong merchant, than any other individual whatever. 

3719. Not excepting the members of the Select Committee? 

— Not excepting any one. 

3720. J)o the Chinese admit cargoes of provisions without 
payment of duty ? — An edict was issued about the year 1824?, 
a scarcity of rice being apprehended, autnorising ships bringing, 

I think, 4,200 peculs of rice to be exempted, without pay- 
ment of certain port-charges. The edi^t was afterwards modi- 
fied ; and now, I believe, any vessel, without reference to 
size, bringing a full cargo, is admitted wilhftut paying these 
charges. 

3721. Do you know any other shins, except Americans^ that 
have in this way escaped these chafes in China ?— There ^as 
one case that came within my own personal knowledge, of a 
ship under the Dutch colonial flag : liiit many cases may exist 
m Java that have not been within my observation. • 

3722. What was the name of^that ship? — The Sourabaya. 

8723. Do they escape the charges* on departure, a^ well as 
those on entering? — There are no ^ort-charges* on departure ; 
they escape entirely what is usually called the measurement 
charges, t 

3'{24. Do they escape the cumshaw? — do not think they 
, do .»al together ; they escape perhaps only that portion, which 
goes to the government, merely, of every charge. 

3725. Are there •frequent instances of bankruptcies among 

3f . ^ 
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16 Mar 1630. the Hong merchants in China?— Two have occurred within the 

time that I have been in India. 

Mr. J. A. Max^ 

well. 37?6. Do you know the names of them ? — The last was Man- 

bop) in 1828, for about a million and a half of dollars ; the name 
of the other was Konsequa. 

3727. Do you know what was the result of that failure ? — 
The Co-hong, that is the body of the Hong merchants, are on 
those occasion considered responsible for the debts of the person 
failing; "and in the case of Manhop they came, with gi^^at diffi- 
culty, into an arrangement to pay)iis debts, without interest, in 
five years ; but in Konsequa’s case it was, I believe, eight or 
nine years, without interest. 

3728. Were the debts paid in those cases ? — They were in 
the course of liquidation. Manhop’s only took place in 1828. 

3729/ Is it the general expectation that his debts will be paid ? 
—I believe it is. 

SIZO! Do you know whether Manhop or Konsequa wV/c 
either of them indebted to the Company ? — I could not under- 
startd that Manh6p was ; he was indebted to some of the super- 
cargoes, I believe, but not to the Company. 

3731. Was Konsequa indebted to the Con^any ? — I have no 
knowledge of the particulars of Konsequa’s affairs. 

3732. Do you know an^ thing of the mode in which petitions 

are presented to, the Chinese authorities at Canton? — It is a 
great object to assemble as great a force as possible on these 
occasions, and" to proceed with as much secrecy and despatch, as 
to escape the observatien, if possible, of the persons stationed 
at the gate ; and when they gain possession of the gate, they 
endeavour to maintain themselves there till a Mandarin appears, 
for the purpose of receiving the petition. It is generally a scuffle 
at the gate. ^ 

Do you know an^ instance of such apetitioh being pre- 
sented while you were reading at Canton ?— There was a peti- 
tion presented at the gate ^ in October 1828, by the super- 
cargoes of tbe'EasC-Indm Company. 

3734». Do you happen to know whom they were headed by ? 
— I thinic the deputation was headed by Mr. Davis of the Com- 
pany’s ^Factory, accompanied by the commodore, and some of 
the commanders and officers and seamen of the fleet. 

3735. What was the object of that petition ? — The inferior 
. Mandarins, I believe, at M&cao, had interfered with the convey- 
ance of letters, ant^with the landing of passengers’ luggage at 
Macap ; ^he object was to obtain redress for those grievanci s. 

3736. Did they obtain redress ? — Immediately. 

3737. Do yoq^ow any thing of the du\jes levied at Canton 
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on exports and imports ?— A table of duties was published by 1<5 Mar. 
fhe Anglo-Chinese college at Malacca, in the year 1823, the j^uax- 
only table that I have ever seen. * ' 

3738. Do they include the consoo changes ? — They do. 

3739. Do yoii know whether there is •much shiuggling iii 
China ? — The opium trade is altogether a smuggling trade. . 

3740. How many ships have you ever seen conducting the 
opium trade together ? —When I passed Lintin there were four- 
teen '^ips lying t]iere, and 1 should think ten of |hem were 
opium shf()s. 

3741. Of what country ^ere they ?— One American and one 
Portuguese, and 1 think the rest were country ships. 

3742. Is the opium takeft to China chiefly Indian opium ?— 

Almost altogether Indian opium. 

3743. Does it come fropi the Company’s territorJi^s ? — It is 

grown altogether on the Company’s territories, excepting what 
^Mmcs from the Portuguese territories. * • 

3744. Do you know whether it is packed in chests bearing**.*” 
their mark P^Always, as far as my recollection goes : I lidVc 
often 0 {)pned chests, and I never found their mark wanting. 

3745. Have not the Chinese government found it impossible 

to put this trade down ? — Quite impossible ; they have issued 
repeated edicts against it, but to no effect. * 

3746. To what circumstance do you attribute the rapid in- 
crease in the consumption of opium in China ? — To the greater 
facility that is afforded at Idntin by the shipf lying there, to* 
what there was formerly, when the ships lay at Macao or at 
Whampoa. 

3747. Do you know whether there is’ifluch smuggling in 

Chiya in the articles of export ? — As far as my own experience 
went, I found the parties who w'ere s\pt Hong merchants 
ready to make a bargain either lyay ; that is, to deliaer^ the 
article as a smuggled article at Litiiin, or in the usual way at 
Whampoa. ^ ^ • 

3748. Have not they some term by which* they-distinguish the 

illicit trade ? — They usually call it the Smug-pigeon. ^ 

3749. Were you at Canton )vhen the Hong-merchants 
interdicted the shopmen from conducting jhe business? — , 

It occurred some time previous td my last visit to Canton in 
1828. 

3750. Was it generally considered that the Company’s Fac«- 

toify had instigated the Hong merchants to do that P—That was ^ 
the general impression. • • 

* 3751. What the effect upon the trade At first the 

effect was to interact all dealings with the l^hopmen. 
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16 Mar. 1830. 3752. Did that state of things last long? — When I arrived 

there its effects were visible; but before I left China they had 

Mr, J, Majc^ almost entirely disappeared. 

3753, What interval elapsed between your arrival and your 
departure ? — Three months. 

3754. Who were the principal sufferers by this? — The Ame* 
ricans : they conducted the greater part of their bitsiness with 
the Hong merchants, 

3735. Did they make their remonstrances* to the Vicdfby ? — 
They made two remonstrances, and had a reply to one of them ; 
but 1 believe it was addressed to the Hoppo. 

3756. Have you any copy of them ?— I have. 

3757. Will you state the date of the first remonstrance, 

and by whom it was made ? — The date of the first is omitted ; it 
professes^.o be signed by N. Talbot, consul or agent for the 
United States of America, T. W. Oliphant, N. Dunn, J. R. 
Latimer, J. H. Blight, &c. &c. ^ o ^ 

3758. How many Hong merchants are there who transact 
busiitess? — There &re only three, or, at the utmost^ four in esta- 
blished credit. 

3759. Do you consider them possessed of sufficient capital for 
carrying on the whole foreign commerce at Canton ? — Certainly 
not. 

3760. Have you heard any estimate of the value of the whole 
export and import trade at Canton ? — I have heard the Eu- 
ropean and American trade estimated at 60,000,000 of dollars. 

8761. What proportion of this trade is considered to be carried 
on by the East-India Company ? — About one-fourth. 

37(^, Is the invoice value of the trade of the East-India 
Cbmpany in Great Britain and China larger than that of the 
Americans ?.— Those' circumstances have never come within my 
knowledge, except upon reference to Parliamentary documents, 
and according to those I ^made up a statement from the year 
1821 to 1827 injclusiye. /fhe>result of that statement is, that 
the American ‘ trade for these six years exceeds that of the Com- 
pany by £382,812 sterling. 

3763. Do you speak of .the imports or the exports? — Tlie 

imports and exports together. « 

3764. Will you have the goodness to deliver in the statement 
you have made out ? — . 

[7'he xviiness delivered iu the same, which teas read as follows 
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ACCOUNT of the Trade (Total Import and Export) of the Americans and 16 Mar. 1830. 
pf the £ast.India Company with China for the six years ending 1826-7.* 


American Trade, 


^ Mr, J. A. Max- 

£ast India Company's Trade. 


1821-2 ^3,306,004 

JH22-3 3,436,060 

1H23.4 2,507,893 

1824-5 : 3,783,686 

1H25-6 3,576,862 

1826-7 1,778,293 

a ■ — 

1 8,479, 698 
S 2- 


Average £ 3,079,949 


1821-2 

1822-3 

*£2,67SA22 

2,630,002' 

1823-4 

2,805,4^8 

1824-5 

2,500,898 

1825-6 

2,538,932 

1826-7 

3,029,144 


.£17., 182,826 

Average 

2,697,137 

DifiVrence 



£3,079,949 


* Papers relating to t^ie trade with India and China* printed 

-• 4tti June 1829; Nos, 20 and 25,^ 


3765. Ha^e you found any difficulty in- carrying on'»yobr 
commercial intercourse with the Chinese at Canton ? — I have 
never been any where where business is so easily done as at 
Canton, on the same scale. 

3766. What Is the language generally employed thcjre in con- 
ducting business ?— A broken kind of English, a* mixture of 
English and Portuguese, is in general use, *and is now so well 
established that there are schools for teaching i^ 

3767. Where are the schools ? — Tn the neighbourhood, I 

should suppose, of the shopmen. I have heard boys of twelve 
years of age speak it. • , 

3768. Did you ever know an English private ship with an 
entire European crew go to Canton ? — I have known several 
private traders with European ejews. *1 went -myself up to 
Canton in 1826 in one of them,^the Exmouth; andl! knew 
another, the Sarah ; she loaded at Macao in 1828, before I left, 
with a cargo qn account of file ^ompapy’s commanders at 
Macao. 

3769. What were those crews? — Europeans, in both in- 
stances ; and I heard of many others. 

3770. Were they*a mixed crew of Europeans t>r entirely 

English ? — I should think the greater proportion of the crew 
that I went up with was English I believe the whole were 
English. • 

/ 3771. Did you ever hear of any difficulty at Canton on ac- 
count of the vessels that traded there witli Englfsh Airews ? — * 
Never. ^ 

3772^ Undcr.what permission did lliuse ships go to Canton ? 
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16 Mar; isso. —In the case of the Exmouth, she went by permission from the 
7~T Bombay government. In the case of the Sarah, I think it was 
*weli permission of the B^imbay government also. The Exmouth 

carried a cargo of cotton from Bombay to Canton. 

5773, Have you ever known of any country ships proceeding 
to Chinese ports, north of Canton, and trading with the natives ?• 
-j-I have heard of several of those adventures. ^ 

3774. Can you state what the cargoes were that they took ? 
—•The cargoes generally consisted of opium, almost al^i^gether; 
in some«cases they took a little saltpetre, rbelieve. 

3775. Did they find any difHcUlty ih effecting sales with the 
natives P — 1 understood that they always effected sales ; I did 
not hear that there were any extraprdinary difficulties. 

3776. What were the ports they went to ? — Many of the ports 
have escaped my recollection, but F recollect the port of Ching- 
choo an^ Chusen, and the island ofi Formosa. 

3777. Do you know where those jports are situated? — Chigg- 

choo is ki the province of Fokien. * * 

3778. What reception did you understand the natives gave 
tb those adventurdb ? — I believe they gave a good reception. A 
Spanish gentleman, who was a supercargo in one of tin; expedi- 
tions, told me that he landed on Formosa and walked several 
miles. I recollect his mentioning particularly that he observed 
the remains of European houses there, which he considered to 
have be^n the remains of those that were occupied by the for- 
mer Dutch factory*at Formosa. 

, 3779. Do yo^ know how long it is since that factory was re- 

moved ? — I should think inore than one hundred years. 

3780. Did you understand that the sales which were effected 
at the northern peyts were at a considerable advance above the 
Canton prices ? — I could not understand that there was any 
great advance. I heard the parties mention that they fbuncf the 
Chinese dealers therb in possession of regular cun^nt-prices 
front Canton, stating the s^ck on hand of opium, and other 
circumstances connected, wim the market. 

3781. Do you» repaembe^ aif instance of thq Mcrope making * 
an adventure of that nature ? — The Merope returned from one 
of those adventures a few days before my arrival in China : I 
boarded her at Lintin as I was ptfssing. 

3782. Had 8l\e disposed of all her cargo ?-^I understood of 

the whole of it, * 

3783. Do you know what was received in exchange for her 
cpmmodities? — I believe sdver. 

3784. No tea ?~I never heard of any tea. V 

3785. You have mentioned price-currents being found in the 
northern ports^ of China, do you mean that >he Chinese them- 
selves had price-currents, or only European price-currents ? — 
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fcThe Chinese themselves had price-currents regular statements 16 M»r. 1830 , 
of the* markets. 

3786. Does that consist with your knowledge respecting the 
Chinese in other countries?— I have found the Chinese in the 
Straits of Malacca always well-informed of the stgte oflhe 
markets in Canton. 

3787. Wo^pld there be any serious injury sustained by tlire 
government officers at Canton by the interruption of the trade at 
that poKji ? — The government appointments at Canton are under- 
stood to l^e«nore valfiable than any other appointment under 
the Chinese government, in consequence of the foreign trade. 

3788. How many British*subjects are there residing in China, 
independent of the Company’s factory ?— Natives of Britain, 
about thirty. 

3789. What are the usual rates of commission charged by 
British houses of agency at ^anton ? — Three per cent, on sales, 
two and a half on returns in produce, one percent, on returns in 

; but these points* are usually matter •of arrangement 
between parties. 

3790. We^ip there any Chinese residing Sincapore when 
you werejthere ? — A great many ; the largest proportion of the 
population are Chinese. 

379 J. What impression has the Chinese character made on 
you ?— That they are a very shrewd, intelligent, and en|erprizing 
people, ^ore alive to the value of character than any other 
Asiatics that I have ever met with. , 

3792. Do you consider them to be a commercial people ? — 

Highly commercial ; their commercial propensities are stronger * 
than those of any other people. * 

3793. Is there much intercourse betweei\ Sincapore and China 
in Chinese junks ? — A very considerable intercourse ; about 
eight junks annually. 

3794. f)o you know the size of ^e lai^est of the junks? — It 

is very difficult to estimate them by^uropean tonnage ; rtiey are 
very unwieldy looking vessels. I should think the largest of 
them is about 8Q0 tons that I llhve%een at Sipcapore, and the 
smallest about 500. * 

3795. jFrom what ports of Qhina do they come ? — The largest, 
but the least valuable, come from Canton ; the smaller ones (the 
green-headed junks, dfe they are tejmed, from the gretn paint on 
their bows) are from Fokien. 

3796. Do you know the nature of the cargoes they generally 
l^ing ? — Tlie cargoes are generaDy intended for the Chinese 
colonists in the Archipelago. The Cantoli junks generally bring ^ 
a large quanti^ of coarse earthenware, some raw s9k, fiankeens, 
tobaqcoi sacrihciiil p^^r, and various articles for^the use of the 
Chinese; colonists. The Fokien junks bring almost the same 
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16 Mar.^830. articles, with the addition of camphor, sugar-candy, and a larger ^ 
quantity of silk and nankeens. 

^ weU, 3797. Do they import any tea to Sincapore ? — They every 
year bring teas for the use of the Chinese colonists. 

3?98. Is not that a tea of an inferior description? — It is not 
perhaps a superior tea, but it is npt inferior to wkat the general 
class of Chinese colonists use. 

3799. How do you designate it ? — It is black tea ; but I do 
not know the particular denomination. 

3800. * Have you known any quantity of tea brougnt down to 
Sincapore for other use beside thatof the Chinese ? — One season 
there were about 5,000 boxes brought down. 

3801. Supposing the trade in tea to be thrown open, do you 

conceive that tea might be imported into Sincapore of a quality 
fit for the European market, and in-sulRcient quantity ? — I liave 
no ground for speaking positively o,n that subject ; but several 
of the Chinese there have frequently offered to contract with me 
for the sppply of black teas from Fokien. ® 

3802. C^an you state with respect to green teas ? — 'fhey 
wouy come direct^^ from Canton, and it would be vpore difficult 
to get them, I should think. 

3803. Are you aware whether the green teas are also grown 
in the maritime province ? — I rather think they are not grown 
in a maritime province. 

3804. On what terms did they offer to supply then! ? — The 
thing never ‘got to diat length, for I could not have made use of 
the teas if I had got them. 

3805. Do you consider that they will deliver them at Sinca- 
pore upon somewhat the same terms on which they are now sent 
to Canton ?— They &)tated with great confidence that they could 
deliver them at Sincapore on such terms as would make it an 
object for Europeans to purchase them. 

3806. How did th^y suggest that this object could be accom- 
plished^ — They suggested to me to obtain at Canton chops of 
the different descriptions, oficas that were supplied (by chops, I 
mean the Chinesjp qajne ir Chinese characters) ; they proposed 
to send those chops up to Fokien, and to secure a supply of tea 
by the return of the junks. 

,3807. ,riave you ever heard that there is an imperial edict 
against thq exportation of teas sea-wise ?— ^1 am aware that such 
an edict exists. 

3808. Do you think that would prevent such an intercourse 

taking place ?— No ; I think they would disregard it, as they do 
other edicts. , 

3809. they in the habit of disregarding all edicts, the 

object of which is to stop foreign trade ?.— 1 never beard a Chi- 
nese quote ah edict ^s an obstacle to the purposes he had in 
view\ V 
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* 3810. Have you ever heard of tea imported direct from China 16 Mar. 1830. 

intt) Cochin China, or Siam ?— I believe pwt of ^e lot I have ^ Max^ 
alluded to of 5,000 boxes was imported into Sihcapore from ' 

Sygoon in Cochin China. ^ • • 

3811. Is there much intercourse between ‘Sincapore and the 
Icingdoms of Siam and Cochin China ?— There is a great deal of 
intercourse, ^rticularly with Siam. 

3812^, What quantity of vacant European tonnage do you 
tliink retitfri^ annually from China to Sincapore ?— Aboui 12,000 
tons ; ships from the Presidencies that carry cotton or other 
cargoes to China, and coming back in ballast. 

3813. Do many vessels resort to Sincapore and Batavia from 

New South Wales ?-2-A great many. The last five years I was 
in India there was about an average of at least 3,000 tons to 
India from New South Wales.. ^ 

3814. What information have you lately received from Sinca- 
as to the rates of .freight ?— The latest •quotatiflns from 

Sincapore were for tin, as dead weight, 255. a Ion ; sygar, £3 a 
ton ; coffee, £3. IO 5 . ; measurement goods, £4? per ton. ^ • 

3815. In what degree would the expense of transmitting 
merchandize to and from Canton become increased if trans- 
shipment at Sincapore were had recourse to ?— As compared 
with the present freights, I should think the expense yould be 
diminishad greatly. 

3816. Do you consider Sincapore aiconvenient entrepot for 
European andf Chinese merchandize ? — Highly convenient ; the 
most convenient station in the Archipelago. 

3817. Should you anticipate great commercial benefit to this 
country, upon the whole, from the removal qf the Company s 
monopoly in China ?— Certainly. 

38f8. Have the Chinese any manufactories at Sincapore at 
the presen f time ?—’niey have manq^actories of peaH, sag^, and 
of gambier. • 

3819. Does it consist with yq^r IjnoVledge that they have 
sent for steam-engines and machinery from 'Bngraed to carry on 
those manufactories at Sincapore ?— It consists with my know- 
ledge, that one Chinese wishei to have a steam-engine of three 
or four-horse power, and thaUne authorized a house at« Sinca- 
pore to procure that sffeam-engine ^r him, if it could t)e got at 
a certain expense, 

3820. Has it arrived ?— Not when Weft Sincapore. 

5^21, Are you aware that Prussian blue^vas an article of very 
considerable import into China?— I understood it was. . 

k . 3822. Is it so now ?— I believe not; in consequence of a Chi- 

1 nese that had acquired a knowledge of the process in Europe 
•having seftled liimself at Canton, w^ere he (^nufactures it now. 

• • ^ • 3 (i 
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16 Mar, 1830. It did not come within my own personal observation, but I heard 
M .AM thing generally talked of at Canton. 

«w/. * 3823. Do you consider the IJ^st-India Company’s Factory in 

China in<yspensabiy necessary to the maintenance of the British 
commercial intercourse with that country ? — I haye never heard 
it* considered so, and I do not consider it so. 

3824. Do you consider it conducive to the facility of trade 
generally ? — There being only a particular trade carried on 
througlii the Factory, I cannot state that it is coiidpcfve to the 
general trade of the country : the general trade has had no ac- 
cess to China. 

3825. Are the Committee to understand that, in your opinion, 
the Company’s Factory at Canton fs of no advantage to any other 
trading community but the East- India Company ? — I think that 
the Conmany’s Factory, from the magnitude of their operations, 
have grfat influence with tlie Hong merchants,; and that, wlien- 
ever they may qjioose to exercise that influence in favour of ^py 
particul&r interest or other, to .that &tcnt it will be beneficial 
to that particular interest. 

3lfe26. Are you aware that there was no fact6ry at Canton 
before 1 758 ? — I have understood so. ^ 


• tTovis^ 18® die Martii, 1830. , 

Captain WILLIAM* LANGLEY POPE called in, and 
• examined. 

18*Mar. 1830. 3827, Are you engaged in the sea-service ? — I am, 

3828. Did yoij^ snake any voyage in the year 1826, and in 
ir. lUTopr. what ship ? — I left England in 1826 in the Boyne ; I went to 

New South Wales, and from thence to China. • 

3829. What was tlie torjjiage of your vessel ? — She was 620 
toits register, or thereaboi^s. 

3830. By whom were you ^chartered on these two , voyages ? 
— I was char{ered#out by the' Government, and home by the 
East-India Company. . 

3831. Did you make that voyage and reach Canton ? — I left 
England, to the best of my recollection, in May, and went to 
Cork, I left Cork in Junefl826, and I returned in September 
1827 to London. 

3832. Did you takctany cargo from New South Wales to 
•Canton? — None, except die cargo that 1 took from England, 

which was some iron* and flints. That I took on with me. ^ 
3833! l5id you dispose of the iron and flints at Canton, and 
at what rate.of profit ? — I sold the iron at J25 per cent, profit.* 
The flints were bought here for jC 30 for fifty ^ons, and sold there 
for upwards of OOCHlpanish •dollars, or ^nearly £225 slorling. 
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3834. Will you state the amount of that in sterling money ? 18 Mar. 1830. 

^According to the exchange the dollar was then 5s; therefore , 

it would be a quarter. * 

3835. What would have been the freightVjf the iron and flints ?. 

^ — I am not aware what it would be to Canlon, but it would be 

to any part of India from two to three pounds per ton. 

3836. ffow many tons of iron had you? — I think about 
twenty. 

What cai^o did you take on board at Canton for 
Europe ? — I loaded with te^ for Europe. 

3838. How long did you remain at Canton?— The ship was 
three weeks at Whampoa, that is the place where they usually 

’ load, but 1 was altogether in China five weeks. 

3839. What length of time were you in completing your com- 
mercial arrangements at Canton, in selling what you hgrl to sell, 
and purchasing what you v^ished to buy ? — Three weeks. 

t^840. Could you hawc 'completed those {ransactk)ns in a 
shorter time ? — 1 think it could have been done in a. fortnight. •, 

3841. W<ire the port-charges upon the sliip Boyne paid By 
you ?— 'She port-charges were paid by the East-India Company. 

3842. Can you state what those port-charges were, or had 

you any means of ascertaining what they were upon ships of a 
similar tonnage ? — Yes ; on the ship Lady East, of 651 tons. I 
have an' extract from her accounts, and the whole, including 
pilotage, is 5,202 Spanish dollars. • • 

3843. Can you state the details of that account ? — I can. • 

The cumshaw and measurement, 4,4^6 dollars 80 cents ; lin- 
guist and compradore, 477 dollars ; commission on the above 
sums, 122 dollars 4 cents. Paid by ship-.*-pilotage, bar-boats, 
and outside pilot, 167 dollars ; making together 5,202 dollars 
and B4 cents. But the 167 dollars were paid by the owners *of 
the ship ; *the Company do not pay tlie piibtage. • 

3844. You liave stated that you ^ok tea on board at (Jaifton, 
was tha^ tea entirely on the Company’s account, or any part of 

•your own ? — The,re were twelve lon^af my^wia teas. 

3845. How much of the Company’s? — According to their 
regulation there were* 596 tons ; that is, according their v/ay - 
of calculating tonnage, from to 1,000 pounds weight which, 
when put into cases, will measure 72 cubical fqet. According 
to that the Boyne had on board, with my tonnage, altogether 
875 tons of 50 cubical feet to the ton. which is the customary 

measurement. , 

^ , • 

.3846. How did you buy the tea which you purchased on your 
own account ? — 1 bought it through an agent. ♦ • • * 

3847. Are you aware whether it was purchased by that agent 
from the Hong merchants, or. from the o*itside merchants ?— 

From a>Hong merchant, I believe., v 



.406 

18 Mar. 1830. 

Captain 
IK L. Pope, 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

3848. Was the quality of your tea good ?— I believe it to be 
as good as any ,on board the ship. 

3849. Had you ever been before in China ? — I never had. 

3850. Dkl you fin;d[ any difficulty in carrying on your com- 
mercial transactions there ? — Not the slightest whatever. 

.3851. Had any of your officers or crew been thqre before ? 
— None of the officers had ; perhaps some of the men may have 
been there before, but it is unknown to me. ^ 

3852. "As to the comparison with a voyage to Bengal or Bom- 
bay, did you find more or less difficulty in Canton in making 
your arrangements than you would in other places ? — I found 
greater facility in transacting business at Canton than I had in 
any part of India, and I have been to air the Presidencies in ' 
India. 

3853. jlad you any intercourse w^h the merchants at Canton 

that would give you information with |•espect to the result of 
opening 4he trade ?— had not much communication with 
merchants,^ any more than merely in selling the little I had on 
the ship's account ; but th^ were excessively anxious to know 
if I had any goods on board for sale. * 

3854. Were you able to ascertain whether you could have 

disposed of them at a profit, if you had had such goods on 
board ? — J was told that 1 could dispose of British manufac- 
tured goods^ at that time, at a great profit. , 

3855. Had you^'Oiw gpns on board ; and what was the num- 
ber of your cre^ ? — * had four guns ; and the crew were forty- 
nine, including myself and officers. 

3856. Had you any difficulty in maintaining discipline amongst 
those persons, or ^py complaints made against them, whilst you 
were in the river at Canton? — I had no difficulty whatever. 
Pkrt of the crew landed twice on Dean's Island, which they are 
allowed to do, according to the Company's regulations ; they 
returned very orderly, and ^^e^e very obedient. 

3857. What was th* reason you had so large a crew as forty- 
nine persons ?-<8.Aseordiif|^ to the regulations of the charter-, 
party. 

3858. Were those^ reguiations^iii consequence of the Boyne 
having heen used as a convict shS^?— -To the best of my recol- 
lection, Ibrty-seven men were the number required by the 
Transport Board ; but forty-nine were required by the Company. 

3859. What number would you have considered necessary 
Tor purposes of the management of your ship for ordinary 
commercial purposes, ^f you had not been bound by the chartVr- 
parfy ?-a-I have since been to India in the same ship as a free 
trader, and the whole of the crew, I think, were in number forty- ' 
five ; but then there were four servants to attpnd on passengers, 
and an extra cook, land a batcher and jpoulterer, whieh we had i 
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not on the former voyage, which being deducted reduced the 
nilmber of effective men to about thirty-five; and I found them 
quite sufficient. 

3860. If you had been sailing in the 'Boyne for purposes 
purely of a cpmmercial character from England to Canton,’ 
without passengers, what crew would you have felt sufficiefnt 
for the due %ecurity and navigation of the vessels ? — I should 
say forty would be quite a sufficient number for that vessel. 

386L"^lr loading ^^our vessel at Canton, did you make use of 
Chinese or of your own lianas ? — My own people received and 
stowed the cargo ; I had not a Chinese on l^ard. 

3862. Are you aware what is the usage with respect to the 
Company’s ships ? — I believe it to be usual with them to em- 
ploy Chinese for the purpose of stowing their cargoes ; but my 
men were so orderly that I had no occasion to employ^ny. 

3863. What did your crew consist of ?— Europeans. 

3864. Of what nations'?— Efobably I might have had some of 

all nations. » 

3865. Wat the bulk of the crew Englishmen ? — Yes, There 
might ha^e been four or five foreigners, but they had been 
many years in English vessels. 

3866. Can you state what was die damage the owners had 
to pay t§ the Company for tea spoiled ? — There was^ some slight 
damage, to the amount of about £200 ; but that^was in con- 
sequence of improper ballast, and I had to come round the Cape 
of Good Hope in the dead of winter : I was a month off the 
Cape in hard gales. 

3867. Are you aware what the proportion of damage in the 

Company’s large ships is?— I have not ftityidea; but I have 
heard that some of them damage a great deal. . 

3868. Do you think the class of ship ysu comi^anded calcu- 
lated to bring the tea in as good6rder as the large ships em- 
ployed by the Company?— I do. 0 

3869. * Do you say that from-youn own. Ijnowledge, as a sea- 
man ?— I do, * • 

3870. Are you aware what proportion ofjtea-cargo you carried, 
comparing the registered toniihge of your ship witn tl^ regis- 
tered tonnage of the large shfps ? — Yes ; the large shjps, some 
of them take a few tons less than their tonnage,* some take a few 
more. My ship took a few tons less than her tonnage ; but there 
were several other small ships thaj wtre chartered in the same 
yoar that took a considerable quantity more than their tonnage* 

3871. Do you mean to say, that a 1,200-tonjishij) of the 
, Company does not carry more in proportion to her tonnage than 

your ship of 600 5ons?— She does not. I am satisfied tfiat we 
* carrv in ^ironortion cnual to ariv 1200-ton ship. 
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18 Mar. 1830. 
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3872. Do you think that two 600-ton ships would bring 
home as much tea as one of the Company’s 1200-ton ships ?— 
Yes. 

3873. Would they' bring more? — About the same quantity. 

3874. Would they bring it in as good condition as the larger ^ 
ships? — They would, leaving Canton at the season at which 
they do, which is a favourable time to come round ?he Cape of 
Good Hope. 

3875. 'What freight were you chartered for? — £l#.'*l85. for 

the cargo home. ^ 

3876. Do you know what was the rate of freight paid on the 
Company’s regular ships from Canton to England for tea the 
season you were there ?— I believe Yrom £18 to £24. 

3877. Do you mean that the officers’ tonnage was sold at that 

rate ? — !gcrhaps more ; but the owners of those ships at that 
time were receiving the lowest, I believe, £18/ and the highest 
£24. ^ , <*, 

3878. The question refers sdlely to the freight home from 

Ghina in the officers’ privilege ? — The officers got £35 to £40 a 
ton from private individuals. ^ 

3879. Do you know of any getting that rate at that season ? 

— I heard of several ; and I believe some got as much as 
£38. , 


3880. Y6 u have stated that the freight of the tonnage paid 
for your ship ’from' Can tgn to England was £10. 18,v. ; what was 
paid to the shipper by the Transport Board for a voyage from 
London to New South Wales? — £5. 9^. 6rf. 

3881. And you stated that you took on from New South 
Wales to Canton twenty tons of iron and fifty tons of flints ? — 
Yes. 

3882. Was any cargo put on bOw?.rd at New South WaleJ and 

carried on t<tCanton*? — Nqpe. • 

^883, At what rate of fweight did you estimate those seventy 
tons ? — I never made a cal^ulq^ion, as we were permitted by the 
Transport 'Board t(f put it in as dead weight) and it was also* 
permitted by the East-India Company. 

3884^ Ybu admit tWt that was an advantage to the ship ? — 

It was* the Chinese will hot a?!ow a ship to enter their port 
unless she brings some thing* in the shape* of cargo* 

3685* When you stated that the freight paid by the Company 

from. £18 to £24, are ^oy not aware that this is for a voyage 
out anjd home circuitqus ? — Quite aware. ^ 

3886jb FPom the experience you have had in stowing cargoes 
in different parts of the world, will you state whether there is* 
any particular art, or any greater difficulty* in stowing 'a tea- / 
cargo than any other/;argo ffom any other port where^you have. 


\ 
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been ? — I believe a tea-cargo to be the easiest cargo there is to 
s£ow, because the chests are square. 

3887. Have you ever been on board the Company’s ;ships 
while stowing tea ? — I have. 

3888. Do you not use the same mode of setting up the chests, 
by screws, as they do on board the Company’s ships ? — Wlien 
it is necessary. 

3889J Then you do not consider any peculiar art required in 
the stoi^ge of tea,*more than^^hat of a general cargo? — I do 
not ; for my teas were stowed by an officer who never stowed a 
tea cargo before, and it was approved of here by the Company’s 
surveyors after my arrival in England. 

3890. Would yod not consider that a tea-cargo could be 

stowed more easily than a. general cargo of different kinds of 
goods, which required placing according to the npj,ure and 
quality of the article ? — 1 Believe it to be much easier than a 
^liflieral cargo. ^ 

3891. Do you know what ^ofit you made upon ijie tea? — I 

think it paid about £35 a ton profit. • » ^ 

3892. ^re you aware of the quality of the Company’s tea 
which was imported on board your ship ? — I believe it to be 
good ; but I am not aware. There were different sorts of tea ; 
there were boheas, twankays, hyson, and souchong. » 

3893. 1 Are you aware of the quality of the tea ladfen on board 
your ship, belonging to the Company ^ — I am nol, •as I before 
stated. 

3894. How then can you assert tha^ your own is as good as 
that belonging to the Company? — Because I do not believe 
there can be better tea got in China than wh^t 1 had, 

3895. You stated ^that the Company’s officers are employed 

to la^ the cargo on board thq^hips ; are you sure of that fad ? 
— I am qiftte sure of it. t 

3896. You stated that you met« with great facilities in* the 
lading and unlading of your ship in "China ; are you not aware 

. that that was in consequence of yburt) beings Comfony’s ship, 
under the orders of the supercargoes?— I am ; but Esaw several 
ships there that were country ships, anti ships that were not 
employed by the Company, that were despatched, ajKl met 
with the same facility that I di8, ^ « 

3897. Are you of opinion that no advantage attached to the 
circumstance of your having been iri the employment of the 
Company at that time ? — I do nol think there was, so far as 
regards the despatching of the ship. If there had been an 
agent there to procure the cargo and have it ready sh^e would 
have been despatched soon as she was by the East-India 
Company’s superca?goes. 

3898. Arc the tommittee to un^lerstand that the Company’s 
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18 Mar. 1830. regulations induced you to navigate the Boyne with one-fourth of 
the crew more tjian you would have had if you had consulted yodr 
^L%o )e interest ? — I should have said forty was quite enough for 

ope, j Jbliged to have forty-nine. 

3^9. If you had had double the quantity of iron, and double 
" the quantity of dint, do you think you could have sold them 
rea&ily at equal profit?— I could; they were anxious to have 
more, and would have bought more if 1 had had it. 

3900. Is it your opinion that (he trUde in fiint and in it oh could 
be materially extended ?— Tliere^as a demand at that time for 
those articles* 

3901. Are you able to state whether the port<charges at 
Canton fall more severely upon a small ship than upon a large < 
one? — The smaller the ship is the l^ss they are. The ship that 
I know the charges of was 651 tons, and she was considered a 
first-clas^ship. I do not know wha^ ^ second-class ship would 
Jiave had to pay,r but there woulcf have been a considerable 
difierence. 

< 3902. So you know how many classes of ships the Chinese 
make in charging tlie measurement ? — I believe there are three 
classes. 

3903. Can you state the number of tons forming a first class ? 
— I cannot. 

t 

3904. Supposing a ship was to leave England at the proper 
season of theyeaiv what time do you think would be required 
to make an average voy%e from England to Canton and back ? 

- — It could be dOne very well in nine months. 

3905. What time do^ the Company’s ships require to make 
the same voyage ?~Tliey generally go to India first. The 
direct ships, I bblieve, m^e their voyage in about twelve 
months out and home ; those that go by India, I think, gbout 
fourteen months. 

spec. Do not the Compi'ny’s ships lie very long in the port 
of Canton ? — Some of them? I believe, lie there a considerable 
time, pcrhgpa three .jJf foipr mf^nths. 

3907. you consider that the]| lie, generally speaking, 
longer than private ships would lie, carrying on the same trade ? 
—Private M>ips would leave at q^l seasons, but tlie Company’s 
ships are ^obliged to wait fot the change of the monsoon. 

3908. Can ’you give tbfe Committee any account of the 
average duration of the voyage of a Company’s ship and of a 
private ship, taking that circumstance into consideration ? — I 
cannot j there are few private ships that go direct. 

3909. ^ Y©u have stated that the voyage you made was a 
circuitous voyage ? — It was. 

3910. Wis it as qjircuitous a voyage as the Company’s ships 
make when they go/rom England to India, frora»thence to 
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China? — It was more so. 1 went the eastern pass^e to China, 
Uirough the Pacific : 1 was as far as 177 degrees of east lon- 
gitude. / . ^ V 

3911. What would have been your firei^t direct to Canton- 

for a cargo aod back, if you had been chartered out P—I ihink 
there were ships which went that same year out and back 'for 
£13. • ^ ^ ^ ^ 

3912. What length of time were you in making this voyage ? 

— wa^sibout sixtdbn months^ the voyage. '* 

391 3. If you had made as^oyage direct to Canton might you 

have completed it in nine or ten months ? — It could be made in 
that time. , 

3914!. You have stated that the freight of the Company’s 
ships was from £18 to £24 ^er ton on the circuitous voyage, do 
you know what was the freight of the Company's direct ships 
to Canton ? — They are built expressly for the Company, and 
i^en up at so much per toA^ It is optional mth theX]!ompany 
either to send them a double voyage or a direct voyage, there- 
foYe they got the same for going a direct voyage as they wotfld 
for going; a aouble voyage. 


18 Mar. 1830 

Copt* 

IF, L, 


3915. Were you on board of your ship when the tea came 
alongside in the Canton river ? — I was. 

3916. What quantity did the boats bring down at h time? — 

About 7'00 or 800 chests at one time. ^ * 

3917. Were you able to take theid all in one day?— I was 

able to take in three chops in one day, « 

3918. Were you able, in a ship of that size, to stow all that 

was sent down to you in each day within the twenty-four 
hours? — Yes; I stowed three chops one* dlay, but two on an 
averyge. ^ 

3919. That being 1,400 of^' 1,500 chests^ — Abopt that. 

3920.. Were you able to stow tl%m finally as you too^ them 

in ?— We were. * ^ 

. 3921.* And you found no iffconrenie^e jn^i^ing that 

quantity brougnt alongskjy in one day P^Not the* silliest. 

3922. Do you consider that the Company’s large ahips have 
any advantage over a 600 or 6110-ton ship, in being ^le^o stow 
them faster than you can ? — T!ney would certainly lj|e able to 
stow more in a day than we could db. 

3923. If the quantit}'^ was limited to 600 or 800 chests per 

day, do you think they then would Save any advantage ovei; 
you ? — No, 1 do not. • 

S92A. Are you now commanding a vessel? — I •am in* the 
• command of the Lady Macnaghten. 

^ 39^. For how^^uch would you tendor your ^ip to go to 

Canton,«dfrect, choosing your own of sailing, to bring home 
' • » * i ' 3 II 
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a cargo of tea, and reckoniiig a ton of tea at fifty cubical feet? 
—The Lady Macnaghten does not belong to myself ; but I am 
building a ship, which.,will be ready next year, and 1 should be 
very ^lad to get thej 4 *nip engaged by the £ast-lndia Company 
to g^ to China annually, at £9 per ton, out and hqme, calculate- 
in^> the tonnage at hfty cubical feet. 

What sized ship will your ship be ? — About oOO tons. 

3927. Do you contemplate making the payment of the cum- 
shaw andrthe measurement, aA$| those other duties nc^iiich you 
stated to have been paid on the Lady East? — Not in the £9. 

3928. Do you contemplate to pay the pilotage, and port- 
charges of that nature ? — I do in the £9. 

3929. Then you would leave the cumshaw and the measure- 
ment-duty as an additional charge to the freighter, and not to 
the ownej:^? — No. 

3930. By whom would the cominis^ion be paid? — By the 
person wjio pay^ the cumshaw and mefisurement : that wouid 
be a charge^ on the ship. 

^931. What is }iour idea of the comparative adi^ntages of a 
large and a small ship entering Canton river, as to the facilities 
of going up and down? — A small ship is the handiest, certainly, 
and easier to get up than larger ships. 

3932. Were., any of the Company’s larger ships at Whampoa 

when you were there ? — There were two or three. ? 

3933. Did* they «take in all their cargo at Whampoa, or did 
.they go below tjie second bar?— To complete their cargo they 

were obliged to go downflow the second bar. 

3934* Did you complete your cargo at Whampoa ?— rWe did. 

3935. Do you notr consider it some advantage to be able to 
complete your cargo at one plac^P — I do, because there is not 
the risk of the chops, ^ which are nOi very fine boats ; and I con- 
sider ^at by their Agoing, down below the second bar there 
is gnear risk. * 

3936. Wi^'whonK' would thf loss lie if a chop containing tea 
for ^ shiji'^s lofift crfi* the ^^ay to the ship ?— That is a point on 
which I aimsiot prepared to speak. * 

3937. Did any instance of lors take place while you were 
there ?-i.Not any, to my knowle^e. 

3938. '^hat Is the distance from Canton to Whampoa?— 
About ten miles. 

, 3939. What is the distance from Whampoa to the place 
below the second bar, jvhere the large ships take in their cargO^ 
—I do npt know exactly the number of miles, but I thiiiJc-it is 
about seventeen or eighteen. 

3940. Yo^ have stated that you would be^ glad to engage 
your ship to the Company, to go to Canton and back^ at the 
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rate of £9 per ton of fifty cubic feet; what is the size of the ton **^*^^* 

for which you say the Company were paying f 18 to £24 ? — 

The Company pay for a ton of. seventyij^o cubical feet ; but I jfr, jL^pojye. 
should be happy to engage at £9 a'^bn (^fifty cubic feet/ The 
Company p|iy at so many cwt. to the ton i from eight to ien is 
the weight; and the tea, when packed in chests, is |e,venty-iwo* 
cubic feetno the ton. ^ 

39.41. What would be the tonnage at which you would 
engagc^Mur new ship, if the terms were exactly the same as 
the £ast-India Company's ? — /could fit a ship of 600 tons^ the 
same as the Company’s ships are fitted, and sail that ship direct 
to Canton and back, for £13 a ton ; and for £2 a ton more 1 
could pay the port^dues. • 

3942. Wha|”Vere the Company paying? — The Company 
were paying from £18 to £24 per ton- 

3948. Do you consider^it necessary to have the bSme quan- 
tity of stores at)id crew on ^ard your own ship as the Company 
•have by their regulatidhs ?-;J[ do not. I think they* are over- 
manned ; that is, that many of the men may be dispensed with- ,^ 

3944. lf*fnstead of fitting the ship as the^Company pre^cr^e, 
you wefe only to give the ship that description of fitting which 
you consider necessary for her safe voyage from England to 
Canton and back, at what rgte per ton could you do it ?— For 
£13 a ton on the register tonnage. «. 

3945*. Supposing your ship to be 600 tons r^iter measure- 
ment, you would be able to bring home OOO^rons’of tea, each 
ton being seventy- two cubical feet ?— About tljat quantity. , 

3946. Did you not state that, the season in which you 
performed your voyage, there were other ships freighted by 
the Company out and home, for £13 a ton^ — There were. 

^947. How do you accouigyt for the difference between the 
freight at which you could"" afford to send your ship to Canton 
and back, and the freight which tfee Company pay ?^The only 
difference is, that the owners of l^^e Company’s ships^clerive a 
greater profit from their voyages tha^ '^ sho]^d he content 

3948. Do not the Cdhipany freight Uieir ships ^ lender ?— 

They do. ' » ^ , # 

3949. How do you account for the circumstanccl;^ that in 
taking the lowest teitder they stiy freight their ship# at a much « 
higher freight than you say you could afford to freight a ship ^ 
to Canton and back, with the same .fitting up ? — It is only of 
late years that the Company have chartered small ships ; they 

' have always imported their teas in large ships, and those ships 
^•^W€*r3 contracted for before they were built, and bail expressly* ^ 
.wt? 4 ?erform six voyages, at a certain rate per ton. 

3950. Then you mean, that it is a more expensive process 
to contract by tender in that way. for a ship for six years, than 
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8 ivfar. 1830, it would be to engage a ship upon tender for a specific voyage ? 
— It is more expensive to the Company. 

S95h You have sai^^ddiat you would tender a|ihip to go to 
China^ and bring hol^e a^r^ of tea, compl 3 ring with the 
usuap terms and coniiitiofiflP rejjuired by the India Company, at 
£|3 ^r tpit?— Upon the registered tonnage. 

/S.^, Upon those lermi, do you understand that you are to 
Save all the stores, the number of men, and every othoc* con- 
dition required by the Company complied' with ?—^* uo ; but 
the Compariv pavine: the cumshaw and measurement, which 1 


the Company paying 
estimate at about £2 a ton. 


H* 


3953. Supposing you were* at^ perfect liberty to proceed to 
Canton, freighted by a private inditridual, tlie only condition 
being to have the ship sea-worthy^ with all necessary stores, , 
but to make the best of your voyage there and back, and car- 
rying no ifiore stores, nor coming uqderi any other condition, 
further than you tjiought necessary for the 8af<“ty of the ship ; 
rfk what rate per ton would you ctartei^ vessel on the regis- 
,4ered tonnage? — At £13 a ton. If the ship was chartered by 
a private individual at £13 a ton, I could pay th3 cumshaw 
and measurement^ which would be about £11 on the registered 


ton. 

3954. Is that the only differenee between freighting for the 
. Company pnd freighting for an individual, and being at liberty 
to make the wage as you pleased ?~The Company’s . egula- 
tions are more’eSipf asive fis to fitting, but I am not prepared to 
say quite exactly to what amount* 

* 3955. If you could supply shipping to the Company at £13 
a ton, how do you account for so much higher freight being 
paid, competition bqpig already bad recourse to ?— I cannot 
account for it in any other way, than that the ships were taken 
up at that rate of freight when ma^f^al8 for fittmg ships were 
" more expensive than they are now. 

3955i|||iien you* Vould at^bute the shipping at the present 
rate of freight to the nCt'iiaving yet expired for which they 
were original' J ^ngagf^ i ?j^yes# 

8957. If ^at term expired, da you assume that the 
Company cou]d supply ithemselves with shipping much cheaper 
in the tiwe to come ?— Much che^Aper ; but the larger ships 
would still l^e more expensive to the Company than the smaller 

• ones. ’ * ** 

j V* 3958. You were engaged in this voyage in the year 1826-7 ; 
are you aware what difFerence*there was in the outfit of a ship 
an^ the provisions of a .ship between 1826-7 and 1829-30 ?— 
am not; every thing is certainly much cheaper than it wa» at 

* that time, Tl}ut I cannot say in what proportion. 

3959. You )6ve statod that the Company, ^hile you weto in 
China, were paying at the rate of from £j;S to £24 a toiisi; are 
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you aware of the nature of the votagea those ships arc liable 18 Mar. 1830, 
th ?— I am not, any further ih^n they proceed tP India ; some 
to Saint Helpna, some to Bombay and ^ina, otliers to B^engal 
and China, others to Madras and dana-l^^ . /i. 

3960. Are«you aware that they arSliable to be at , 

the call of the Court of Directors for any purpose |(6liticgr 
well as corfimercial ? — ^ am. 

39&ir Are you not aware th^ there must be a great diffe- 
rence J;)Stween those ships iiJ^lch are liable to bemused for 
political purposes, as transpjp'ts and men-of-w^ar, and ships j^oing 
direct to China? — There must be /i great difterence certainly; 
but not equal to the difference between £13 and £16. 

3962. Have you not stated, that ships engaged at the rate of 
"from £18 to £24 were ships upon old contracts, seven, eight, 

and ten year^ old ?— Yes. m 

3963. Do yoO apprehend there is any difference between the 
grffces of this djiy and /he ‘prices of ten yea A back ^Things* 
certainly are cheaper now thmi they were at that timp. 

3964. Doi* you apprehend that if all th^ ships required lo 
bring home the annual supply of tea for this country were to be 
advertised for in this market, that would not have a great effect 
in raising the price of freight, which you now say you c^puld 
supply at £13 a ton ? — I thmft'it would be a means of eipploying 
a great ,»number of ships that now cannot find qmployroent. 

Perhaps it would affect tne freight a little, butpoiluftich ; there 
are so many sliips that the competition would oe very great. ’ 

3965. Are you aware that the owneys, for the freight of £18 

and £24, are obliged to carry twenty glms, and six diirty*two 
pound carronades ? — Yes. , ^ 

3966. Do you consider that necessary in fitting out a ship to 
go tcr Canton for a China car^3 ? — I do not. 

3967. Then you would save all the expanses connected with 

that supply ?— I would. I should consider sfsf guns quite suffi- 
cient for a ship of 600 tons. ^ ^ 

3968. How m^ny cables wout8 you pmidor Jt^gessary to 

take in a ship going out direct to Cantoiv— I shouldTOve three 
cables, two bowers and a stream. ^ 

3969. If the Company reqjjre seven cables, wo5d >tot that 
be also an additional expense to be deducted in^any tender you 
would make ?— It would be attend^ with additional expense of 
course. 

3970. How long have you commanded a ship ?— I have com* 

banded a ship since 1823. • 

' 1^0 you know what thefeeight was in 1820 f— JL'da not. 

Ip estimating -the freight you liave spqken of, how 
^ many ^ayJf delay (n the port would you calculate uj^n 'as occur- 
ring at C^ton ?— I sh4pld calculate on thirty days, 
f f ‘ 
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V 3973. Would'ldiirty lay-day s^coxnmonly be sufficient for the 
purpose ?— Quite sufiicreiit. 

39^4. And do ^rou^dt copodve that> under iljose circum- 
stan(^, dei^^ipjage v^iI^TOmmonly be charged ? — 1 think not. 

3^75.' Djf 1 ^ou knoiv that, at the present momexTt, demurrage 
isf ^^arged/upon the Company’s ships ? — I am aware that there 
Is a demurrage at times. 

3976. Do you conceive th^t demurrage,, would be^^^Thtged, 
provided the sl^ were freightterj by private individuals! com- 
monly speaking i^A great deal depf;nds upon the nature of the 
engagement. 

3977. Do you know how mafiy lay-days the Company calcu- 
late upon at Canton 1 do not recollect the number of lay- 
days. 1 only know that 1 had no demurrage. 

Mr. JOHN SIMPSON called in, pnd examined. 

** 3978. You are an insurance bro!^r ii/^Londoik ? — I am. 

^3979. Have you any partner? — The firm is Stuart and 
Simpson. * ^ 

3980. Are you in the habit of doing insurances to ihe East- 

Indies and China ? — Occasionally to thje East-Indies, not often 
to China. ^ 

3981. * Are you aware of the rate of premium both to the 
Ea8t<^ihdieai^»d^luna ?— 1 am. 

3982. Can you state' the rate of premium on a first-class 
British ship front hence to Canton ? — 50^. out upon the ship. 

3983. >^at would be the rate upon goods, upon manufac- 
tures, for instance ?-^ About the same. Something might depend 
upon the nature of fHe goods; if tliey were liable to damage, it 
would be something more. 

3984. Wliat**would& it be from Canton back to England? — 

The,sahi.ie. ' • 

, 3985. What would it^^rom London to Canton, and back 
to England ''^Fjye ^5>una|. 

3986. 'vv.^uld it be t^e same from other parts of the United 
Kingdom P^^^^es, ab^^ the*same, or rather less. 

3987. " Are those the current i*ates at which you have known 

insurance ^lone ?-— There is not ^a great deal done to China in 
Lloyd’s ; but those are the Vates upon what is done, when it 
done through insurance brokers, and it is the rate upon other 
Vessels that go to Sincapdf^e, Batavia, and the neigh boufinqr 
ports there ; and I am* aware that the underwriters would as l^er 
go to Cantem at once and bacif again, as to those ports, 7 liavv 
mentioned. , ' ^ ^ 

3988. HaW you eVer effected aiiy insurances on got»ds%y the 
Company’s ships?— It is some timesinc^I have done aify thing 
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■of that sort ; it is doqe by remondenfj^i|^fr^uently upon the ys Mar. 1830. 
v<Tyage out and home, ^hich 1 h^e don^ 

3989. WhiA dp yoii^nsidep ha^li e* 
generally ; on which 4s the premrti||M|eE 
,or a private taader? — I«do not think^nl# would 1 
ence whatever. ^ ^ 

^ 3990. Have you eveprdone any insurances on goods 
rican sNi&s to East-India or to China? — 1 never have. . 

399 I. nave you any mean^^ knowing what would be the 
rate of insurance demande^^ Lloyd’s upon Afnerican ships ? — 

It would depend upon the nature o& the goods, and the descrip- 
^tion given of the ship. Th^ American ships are not generally 
Icpmprised in our registers, but if the description were good, the 
premium would be the samew 

^3992. Is there any difference made at Lloyd’s between the 
insurance of a sliip of a Is^ge tonnage of 1200 tons, and the 
ip^rance of a Imp of diOOSns ? — 1 do not^think thpre is an]^ 
difference; soniawould prefer the large one, and. some the* 
small. I ha^e ^^d the large ones objecte4 to, on account^f 
the greats numbei^ of men on board, and the accidents happening 
in consequence. 

3993. You conceivetj yyould be as well, or perhaps better 
done upon a ship of 4u0 or^M) tons as upon a ship of 1200 
tons ? — ^ think it would be quite as well. ^ 

3994*. Would the unde^^ters malt® an jT dp^SrSce ?— fdo 
not think they would. , 

3995. Is there any objection mad^o the Company’s ships 
on account of the particular regulations to which they are sub- 
jected, that they are obliged to be at the disposal of the Com-% 
pany, whatever may be their voyage, in case of their requiring 
it P-^Insuraiices done by thefft are done subject to the regula- 
tions of riie Company, but 1 am no^ awaft tnat the premium is 
any higher in consequence. ^ ^ * 

3^9^ Is not the insurance ugpn ^^Q^^any’sM^ out and 
' home to China, JC4. 10^. ? — I never Ifiear Af suci^Kremium ; 

I have seen £6. I ^ 

3997. Do you insure agaiiut firb-risA^ well al a-risk ?- 
Certainly ; what 1 have mentiAied includes .all risks. 

i 3998. How long h£i your |rmY>eeii established iti London ? 
have been thirty years in it ; jlventy-foit* a partner. 

5999 . And you have been the weSter part of that time en; 

~ in ' insurance of ships to India and China ? — Yes. 

)a. Have you been in Uie* habit of insuring^ sbfgs .from ^ 
atg n atol to India ?— 

sSotajHas thjT premium the samenis upo^ tt^ English 
shins nremiumito India and back*has varied in compa- 
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Id Mar. rison to the goofmess,^ the v^^sel. Uf^n class No. 1. I have* 

, — u me them fl-op' to Ctjlcutta and hack at £4*. 

e grtrter niiuiber ;pf of class ^ 

No. 1[, \insiv* .il Sit L^iverpool ?— 

What are the /:rew& qf jthose shifts ? — It depends on 

3404io. Are not the Company’s ships to China held tc^ bo one 
of the beoj risks that the und'^rwriters ha>e an oppcrito^j^ity of 
insuring ?— Ye8,^they are. ^ 


Primed Jty J< L. Cox, preat Qutetij4M«^ 








